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CHRONOLOGICAL RETROSPECT 
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CHAP. X. 

\ S soon as it was consistent with prudence to divulge the import- 
ant secret, the Anieirs Shah Melek and Sheikh Nur-ud-dein dis- 
patched, in every direction, to announce to the different branches of the 
imperial family, the awful and afflicting event which had just taki.!i placis 
while they omitted no precaution to secure the general tranquillity of 
the empire from disturbance. At the same time, they proceeded with 
tiistful solemnity to discharge the last sacred duties to the remains of 
their departed sovereign; which were now conveyed, ..'tider the direction 
of Khaujah Yussuf, and Ally Koutchin, towards Samarkand. At that 
metropolis, having received instructions to proceed with the utmost 
expedition, these persons accordingly arrived on the night of the twen- 
ty-second of Shahaun;* and it must be acknowledged that their pro- 
gress on this occasion exhibited rather the celerity of a forced march, 
than the solemnity of a funeral procession, since they accomplished a 
journey of eighty-six farsangs, or about 300 miles in the short space of 
five days; having left the vicinity ofOtraur on the 18 th of the month. 
Shortly after their arrival, they committed their sacred deposit, with 
the usual ceremonies, to its final repose, in the Gumhuz, vaulted struc- 
ture, or mausoleum, long since erected for its reception. 

Immediately after the remains of thedeparled monarch had been con- 
veyedon the road toSamarkand,MirzaIbrauhimSultan,f and theAmeirs . 
* 23d of Fc-brua^pl^. D. 140 i>. * The sccuud si>ii of dliab Rokb. 
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A.H. 807 . and generals on the spot, hastened to put the troops in motion, with the 
A. D 140 5. object of carrying into execution tl>e design against the dominions of the 
Cholau&set ul- Chinese Empire; and haviiigmarcbed,accordingly,tothcdistanceof about 
•khbaur. one farsaug to tlie eastward of Olraur,they there encamped. Biitthe intel- 
ligence of his grandfather’s death was no sooner communicated to Mirza 
Sultan Hiisseyne, w'ith the troops atYassy and Sabraijn,than he caused an 
immediate and general dispersion of the army under his orders; and with 
one thousand men only, each provided with a spare horse,made the best of 
bis way tow'ards Samarkand, in order to seize that city, and secure the 
throne for himself. This piece of information necessarily produced a change 
in the measiiresof IhrauhimSultan and theAmoirs who commanded in the 
neighborhoodotOtraur; and they resolved without delay to return towards 
the metropolis, at the same time, forwarding a dispatch to apprize Mirza 
Khaleil Sultan, tlie son of Meiran Shah, of the ambitious projects of his 
kinsman. Not less obnoxioos, however, to the seductions of ambition than 
his competitors, this prince had also been prevailedupoiihy tlie argunn nts 
of Khodadaud ul Ilusseyuy, and theotherAmeiis of his division, to aspire 
to the sovereign dignity; and, with equal resolution to assert his claims, 
like them proceeded immediately towards Samarkand. 

On the other hand, when the designs of Khulcil Sultan hccame known 
to theAmeirs Shah Meick and Sheikh Nur-ud deiii, they conveyed re- 
peated messages to explain to that prince and to the chiefs whosupporti d 
ids claims, that, by the dying instructions of their departed sovereiun. i l;e 
throne of S,.rnarkand had been allotted to Mirza Pt ir Malt ommid liic son 
of Jal.angu-ir; and that it behoved them to beware how they piesumesl to 
set aside tiiat allotment — without, however, producing the slightest clb ci. 
TheIMirzas01ilighBeg,and IhrauhimSultan, neither of whom were at tliM 
period more than eleven years of age,together W'ith the princes belonging 
to the family of Teymur, and the Anicirs Shah Melek and Sheikh Nui- 
ud-dein, at the same time, continued their march; but when they reached 
the station of Karjek,or Karajek, it was on consultation airreed upon, that 
Ameir Shah Melek should proceed alone to Samarkand. On his arrival in 
the neighborhood, that gallant chief, however, I'onnd the gates ot the me- 
tropolis closed against him, by the governor Arghun Shah; who had been 
seduced, by the promises of Khaleil Sultan, to declare for the authority of 
that prince, against the claims of any other person whatever. Thus, after 
exertii.o all his influence, in vain, to prevail upon Arghun Shah to admit 
him within the gales of the city, Shah Melek had no other alternative 
than to return to the princes Olugh Heg and Ihrauhim, whom he found 
encamped with the army, on the plains of Allyabad. Nevertheless, it was 
determined to make still one effort to gain over the governor of Samar- 
kand; and the veteran Sheikh Nur-ud-dein was now dispatched to try 
whether his counsels might not yet have the effect of inducing him to re- 
cede from his resolution. Hut Arghfin Shah proved equally inflexible 
to the persuasions of friendship and to the arguments of reason ; and 
Sheikh N uT-ud-dein, like his precursor, was co<||rained to rejoin his 
associates without success. 
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In ihe mean time, RAstiim Toghai Bouga presented himself, from the A, H. ao7. 
army of Khsdeil S&ltaii, to announce that the whole of the Ameirs of that A I40ft. 
army, and their followers, had solcmn\ renewed their pledge of allegiance Kliolausset-ul- 
to tiiat prince; and that they were orutlu ir march immediately for Samar- akhbaur. 
kand. On this intelligence, the princes of the imperial family w’ere ad- 
vised to throw themselves at all hazards, and without further delay, into 
that metropolis; \\hile Shnkh Niir-ud-dein, and Shah Melek, with the 
j'oung Mirzas Olngh Beg and Ibrauhim Sultan, and most of the cabinet 
ministers, and oflieers of the iiousehold, of the late sovereign, drew off 
towards Bokhara ; and reaching the city in the course of the succeeding 
month of llamzaun,* there proceeded, with all diligence, to place the 
walls and towers, and other fortifications, in a competent state of defence. 

It would appear, that when the army at Taiishkent were know-n to have 
uiulertakcn the elevation of Mirza Khaleil Sultan, while his father was 
yet living, to the imperial dignity, the other shahzadahs did not hesitate 
( qtially to consich r that the provisions of Teymur’s will must cease to 
have effi ct; and that prince shortly afii rwards actually took his departure, 
from the territory on the Seyliun, in triumph for Samarkand, the principal 
inhabitants hastening to join him from all parts of the country. On the 
banks of the Kouhek river, Arghun Shah proceeded to present him with 
the ke\ s of the city and castle ot Samarkand, w Inch he entered a short time 
filierw ards: placing the imperial diadem on liis brows, on the sixteenth of 
the month of Hanizaiiii, of the 807th of the liidjerah.f Disregarding the 
dictates ot his graiidtatliei’s will, altogether, he caused the yomig .Mirza 
Mahotnmed Jahaiigiieir, the sou of the deceased Mahommed Sultau,and 
brolhet’ssou to tlie tleclared successor, Mirza Pcir Mahommed, to be seat- 
ed on the throne of Tcheghalai; the name of that young prince being exhi- 
bited, according to custom, at the head of all letters patent, and decrees of 
the government. The gates of the treasury were then thrown open, 
and Its contents distributed, with a prodigality which acknowledged 
neither hounds nor discrimination. Some days were, however, devoted 
to propitiate the soul of the departed conqueror, by a liberal distribution 
of food to the distressed and indigent; and thepoetsand menof genius, who 
bad in any shape rccordial the praises ot the hero, were, at the same time, 
most bountifully remunerated, for theexertion of their talents onasubject 
soabuiidantly fertile in materials for panegyric. 

It is not to be forgotten that, at the period under consideration, the city 
of Samarkand surpassed all places in the world, in the number of men of 
science, genius, and literature, as well as of the most skiltul proficients in 
every branch of the arts,wlro resided within the circumference of its walls; 
and with regard to all that constitutes wealth and splendor, to specie in 
gold and silver, jewels of every description, to the most beautiful articles 
of manufacture in every form and fabric, to all kinds of armsofleiisiveand 
defensive, and furniture for war in all its departments — to all that was ne- 
cessary to the support and display ot imperial grandeur, this renowned 

* 1405. t 16tb of March, 140i>. 
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ippfropolis is said to 1 ipvp contained within its bosom, far more than the 
hiiiiiaii mind is rapnlilp of frainincr an estiinatf. Yi^t, thmiuh all thissu« 
pirb iiilipritaiu'e IihiI dropped, as it wer. , into the lap of Khaleil Sultan, 
alnnsi uitlmurHii exer'ion,and with tlie ronciirreiitv of every individual 
in the place, whether civil or iiiiliiary, could not that prince contrive to 
preserve his power within the ti rritory of Samarkand— much less to ex- 
tend it over the neighboring provinces — be_\ond the contracted period of 
foursliori and fleeting years. But, he was the slave of an unhappy passion 
for Shaud Melek, a woman of depraved, intriguing, and artiul disposition; 
and to this iniatiiated predilection has been entirely ascribed, the early 
subversion of Ids aullini ity. He had, as we have already noticed, clan- 
destinely niiiied himself to the object of his passion, some time previous 
to the death of his illustiiousgran(lsire,and coiiMnued his intercourse with 
her under the perpetual terror of discovery. But the moment he attained 
to the sovereign authority, on the death of Teymur, he instantly threw off 
all restraint, and consigned to the discretion of his mistress, the absolute 
coptroul of every concern of Ids government. Misled by the insidious 
counsels ui' this vvotnan, in the first place, he presumed to insult the me- 
mory of his imperial grandfather, by causing several of the princesses of his 
haram, to be forcibly married to men of ignoble birtb, and inferior origin; 
but, what had a tendency infinitely more decisive in hastening the subver- 
sion of Ins power, be w'as encouraged by her influence to yield to u dispo- 
sition already too prodigal of expeiice; and, in the course of a very sliort 
time, to dissipate the inestimable produce of the ndnes of the earth, and 
of the cliii'iihrrs of the ocean, accumulated in the imperial treasury ofSa- 
maikamt, among the basest profligates, and the very dregs of society. 
Hence, the minds of the nobility and principal oflicers of bis court, and of 
the geneidliiy of Ids subjects, became eijuully disgusted with the govern- 
ment oJTlie iulutuated shalizliduli: the province of Maw ur-un-neher soon 
becanie a jirey to the most violent commotions; and the wretched Iv ha- 
led was compelled to seek an asyiiim with his uncle Shah Kokh, under 
whose protection he finally quilted this world and its calamities, in the 
territory of Key, as will be briefly noticed herrafter. 

AV’^e shall now be permitted to direct the attention of our readers to the 
contc mplat ion of, we trust,a more consoling picture; a system of moderation 
crowned with success, in the example of a just and prudent prince, promo- 
ting liisuw n substantia! glory in the welfare of his people, and deservedly 
blesstc with a prosperous and piotracted reigti of almost half a century. 

When the riealh of Teymur wasannounced to Shah Kokh at Pler&t, 
tliat j/rince, alter discharging the tiibute of mourning due from filial 
piety, and to the memory of the illustrious dead, proceeded, with the 
concurrence of tiie nobles of his province, to seat himself on the throne 
of si.vereigti power. This event took place during the month of Kam- 
zann, ol tie 'sear eiglit hundred and seven;* and tlie authority of Shah 
Kokh was immediately acknowledged by every chief throughout the 

• Marclj 1405. j 
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tliree provinces of Khorassaun, Seiestaun, and Mazanderaun ; the A. H. a<)7. 
coinage and public pravers being pronounced and circulated in his 

. , . “ , . , , Khi.laiKN-iet-ul- 

name, with unanimous approbation, through each of those important akhbaur. 
provinces. Thus confirmed in his authority in that ^rt of the empire 
of his father, Shah Rokh, on whdm the oriental writiers henceforward 
generally confer the title of Khkgan-e-Saeid, the august Kfidgan^ 
leaving Ameir Muzraub the son of Jaukoii, or Tchaukou, together 
with the Ameirs llussun Souffy Terkhan and Alleikah KoukeUaush, 
to take charge of Kliurassaun during his absence, directed his course 
towards the territory beyond the Oxus. At the station of Derrahzen- 
gui, however, being met by Seyud Khaujah the son of Sheikh Ally 
Bahauder, with advices from Samarkand announcing the accession of 
Khaleil Sultan, he determined, on consultation with bis principal 
oflicirs, to send Ameir Jullaul-ud-dein Feyrouz, the son of Arghbn 
Shah, bark to Herat, for the purpose of putting the walls and towers 
of that city in a state of defence; while Seyud Khaujah proceeded, 
with a similar object in view, towards the ancient city of Touss, in 
order to repair the fortifications of the castle ; and these prudent 
precaiitiuus dispatched, Shah Rokh continued his march for the Oxus. 

Having encamped shortly afterwards near Ltingur, the mausoleum, 
or perhaps anchoring place, of the sheikhzadah Bayezzid, he was 
unexpectedly joined hy his nephew Mirza Sultan Husseyne; who had 
failed in his designs on Samarkand, and who now sought the protec- 
tion of his uncle. On the banks of the Oxiis, again, he was met hy 
Ameir Shah Melek from Bokhara, with intelligence that the princes 
Olugh Beg and Ibrauhim Sultan were safely lodged in that city: and 
much about the same crisis, by the agentof Khaleil Sultan himself, with 
many protestations of duty and allegiance from his master, declaring 
that he had no other object in taking possession of Samarkand, than 
to retain the government as the lieutenant of his uncle. The sincerity 
of these professions was so little doubted, that Shah Rokh returned 
immediately towards Herat ; dispatching Shah Melek to bring away 
the young princes his sons from Bokhara. On his arrival at Endek- 
houd, he was destined to receive abundant proof, that the instability 
of character, and propensity to change, of bis kinsman Mirza Sultan 
Husseyne, was by no means altered ; that prince now forsaking his 
VOL. III. y B 
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Standard, and flying in quest of some fresh object of ambition. In the 
mean time, the Ameirs at Bokh&ra, obtaining intelligence that Kba- 
leil Sflltan was approaching at the head of a large force from Samar- 
kand, and that ^ was already encamped on one of the intervening 
rivers, at no ve* great distance from Bokhara, immediately quitted 
that city in some degree of consternation; and crossing the Amuiah, 
or lower Oxus, with the two young princes in charge, shortly after- 
wards conducted them in safety to the camp of their father. 

In these circumstances, Shah Rokh conceived it advisable to enter 
into a negociation with Khaleil Sultan; and the discreet and loyal 
Sheikh Nflr-ud-dein was accordingly dispatched, to propose a formal 
accommodation with that prince. This, after considerable difficulty, 
was, however, at last accomplished, through the perseveringjj^iligence, 
and indefatigable zeal, of that able and warlike chief ; it being finally 
settled that Khaleil Sultan should convey a moiety of the treasures 
of his renowned grandsire, to his declared and acknowledged success- 
or, Mirza Peir Mahommed, and remain satisfied with the sovereign 
power which he had assumed over Transoxiana. Such, in substance, 
appears to have been the nature of the stipulations to which Shah 
Rokh, on his part, now readily acceded; that monarch upon this con- 
tinuing his march without further delay towards Herat. In the mean 
time, while he was thus proceeding on his return, Ameir Suliman 
Shah, who had been invested by his departed master with the govern- 
ment of Feyrouzkouh, and the adjoining territory of Rustumdaur, 
and who bad recently fled in dismay from his government, at the ap- 
proach of the troops of Meiran Shah, embraced the present opportu- 
nity of claiming the protection of Shah Rokh: by whom he was left 
to recover from the fatigues of his flight at Eiulekhoud and Sheber- 
ghaun — the shah reaching his capital of Her&t, on the twentieth of 
Zilkaudah, of the eight hundred and seventh of the hidjerah.* 

When he withdrew himself from the protection of Shah Rokh, 
Mirza Sultan Hflsseyne had, it seems, proceeded immediately across 
the Jeyhfln, to join the party of Khaleil SCkItan; w'ho admitted him, 
without hesitation, among the most confidential adherents of his go- 
vernment, and further employed him, in conjunction with several 

• 20tb of Maj 1405. 
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ether distinguished commanders, at the head of a division of his troops^ A. H. noo. 
higher up on the riverjust mentioned, in order to watch the motions ^ t40 5. 
of Mirza Peir Mahoinmed ; the latter prince having, by this time, ^*'”ilkhbau^ 
quitted Kabul, and established his.authority at Balkh. In this situ- 
ation, yieliiing again to the suggestions of an ungovernable ambition, 
over which the ties of gratitude and the sense of obligation appear to 
have but little influence, Mirza Sultan Hdsseyne did not scruple to 
put to death the Ameirs Temflr Kbaujah the son of Auk Bouga, and 
Kbaujah Yussuf, two of the most distinguished officers associated in 
his command, and, after bringing the other Ameirs to concur in his 
views, to direct his march immediately for Samarkand. On the 8th 
of Mohuriem of the year eight hundred and eight,* he was, however, 
met by Khaleil Sultan at the head of his army, in the neighborhood 
of Kesh; where, in the battle which ensued, he was easily and inglo- 
riously defeated, in consequence of the treachery, or defection, against 
which he should have been prepared, of some of the chiefs who had 
embraced his party. He now fled to the territory ofEndekhoud andShe- 
berghaun, where he experienced a friendly reception from Ameir Sd- 
liman Shah; but being unexpectedly attacked, some time afterw’ards, 
by Mirza Peir Mahonimed from Balkli, he was compelled, together 
with hisfiiend, to fly to Herat, and once more to claim the protection 
of Shah Kokh. This terminated the career of Mirza Sultan Hftsseyne, 
who w'as shortly afterwards put to death by order of his kinsman ; 
AmeirSuliman Shah having been previously sent off to Touss, through 
some considerations of state policy. But, whatever these cousidera- 
tious might have been, Ameir Shliman was no sooner apprized of the 
death of Mirza Sultan H&sseyne, than openly proceeding to hostilities, 
he threw himself into the strong fortress of Kulaut; where he prepared 
to defend himself against the authority of his protector. Shah Rokh, 
however, hastened without delay to defeat the designs of the revolter; 
who no sooner discovered that the offended monarch w'as encamped 
in his neighborhood, than abandoning his impregnable position, he 
fled with ail his might towards Samarkand. Shah Rokh then return- 
ed in triumph to Her&t; from whence the young Mirza Oliigh Beg, 
accompanied by the experienced Shah Melek, was now dispatched 

* dth July 1406, 
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A. H. 808 . to take charge of the government of Endekhoud and Sheberghaun, his 
K iio i ausset-ul- parent proceeding shortly afterwards himself to pass the spring 
akbbaur. season at the summer quarters of Baudgheiss. 

During the period in which Olilgh Beg and his preceptor Shah 
Melek were thus employed in conducting the government of Endek* 
houd, an agent was dispatched by Mirza Peir Mahommed, to request 
that Shah Melek might be permitted to repair to Baikh ; in order to 
hold a conference with him, on a subject of material importance to the 
interests of the parties concerned. In compliance with this request, 
Shah Melek proceeded immediately to that ancient capital; where an 
arrangement was concerted, without mud. difficulty, for an attack 
upon the dominions of Khaleil Siiltan: and the young Mirza having 
been easily led to concur in the design, the whole force of the two 
governments. In this quarter, proceeded shortly afterwards across the 
Oxus. Khaleil Sultan, on his side, was not on this occasion dt ficient 
in promptitude to oppose the invaders, whom, in an action which took 
place not far from the station of Nessef, he entirely defeated; Mirza 
Oliigh Beg, and his preceptor, being compelled to recross the Oxns 
with disgrace, and Peir Mahommed in no very agreeable ]>ligl;t to 
return to Baikh. As soon as intelligence of this nnlookcd for dis- 
comfiture was conveyed to Shah Rokh, he hastened at the head oi In* 
troops towards the Oxus, in order to repair the disgrace; and being 
met on his march by Olugh Beg and his associate, received from them 
a circumstantial report of the unfortunate issue ot thoir exped.iion. 
Not long afterwards, an envoy from Kljaleil SHItan also prcsenti>d 
himself, and stated in behalf of his master, that since Mir/.a J’eir Ma- 
hommed had crossed the Oxus, and carried hostilities into the terri- 
tory subject to his authority, he conceived that he bad no other alter- 
native than to employ the means in his power to repel the aggression. 
For the residue, that be was still disposed to abide by the stipulations 
of the treaty recently concluded with Shah Rokh. To these apolo- 
gies and explanations the Shah found it most convenient to lend an 
indulgent ear, and from tlie station of Aylaur, returned again towards 
Herbt. 

In the mean time, offended by the imperious and haughty demean- 
oui of some of the Ameirs of the court of Shah Rokh, the veteran Shah 



Melek suddenly withdrew to Bklkh; and soon afterwards, without 
the slightest apparent cause, Seyud Khaujah the son of Sheikh Ally 
Bahauder, who had received the dignity of Ameir-uUoomra, at the 
hour of evening prayer, on the 1st day>of Zilhudjeof the eight hundred 
and eighth of the hidjerah,* abruptly quitted his residence in the 
neighborhood of HerSkt, and proceeded in the direction of Jaum, ac- 
companied by several misguided persons, whom he had prevailed 
upon to concur in his selfish views of independent ambition. Being, 
however, the very same night closely pursued by Shah Rokh in per- 
son, the insurgents were overtaken in the forenoon of the following 
day; and becoming terrified by the immediate presence of the mon- 
arch, threw themselves without hesitation upon his mercy. After 
condescending to pardon tliis ofifence against his authority, Shah 
Rokh returned towards Herat, accompanied by Seyud Khaujah and 
his followers; but on reaching the Pull'e-salaiir, a bridge, or aqueduct 
ill the iiciu'hb.irliood, the Shah, conceiving that he might now venture 
to proceed into the city leaving the malcontents without, Seyud 
Kliiinjali availed himself, without compunction, of the opportunity 
thus otlered to evince the unabated hostility of his designs^ and im- 
mediately withdrawing towards Touss, proceeded from thence shortly 
afterwards to Kiilant, of which important fortress he appears, by some 
uieans or other, to i.a'.x obtained possession. 

On the twenty tliird of Zilhudje,"^ Shah Rokh proceeded from 
Herat, in quest of liis rebellious vassal; whom, on his arrival at 
Mhsh-lieil, he found to have abandoned Kulaut, retiring from thence 
towards Asterabad. Thither also Shah Rokh now bent his course 
ill pursuit of him. At Ghuzzelniauje of Jennoushaun, or, more pro- 
bably perhaps, Khaboushaun, he was joined rather unexpectedly by 
Ameir Shah Melek from Balkh, whom, notwithstanding his recent dis- 
contents, he received with distinguished kindness. Prosecuting his 
march to Semclgaun, Shah Rokh here halted for some days; and at 
this place he was joined by his nephew Omar, the son of Meiran 
Shall, who also experienced from him the most generous and hospit- 
able reception. 

In order to account for the appearance of shahzkdah Omar, who 
* lUtli Majr 140C. 1 10th olJuue. 


A.H. 808. 

A. D. 1400. 
Kbolaussct-uI« 
akkbaur. 



404 


A. H. was the second son of Meiran Shah, on this occasion, the narrative 

must again revert to the period of the death of Teymur; in conse« 
Kholausset-ul- .... , T . , ... . ... 

akbbaur. quence ot which event, this prince also conceived it not beyond his 

pretensions to aspire to the sovereign dignity, in opposition to the 
superior claims of his father, and elder brother Aba Rukker, both then 
residing at Baghdad: although he might have urged the most plausible 
grounds for his pretensions, in the recent nomination by his departed 
grandsire, particularly, to the government of Azerbaijaiin. But, how- 
ever he might have been impelled, the coinage was immediately 
struck, the public prayers were pronounced, and all the other func- 
tions of royalty conducted in his name, throughout the whole of that 
interesting and powerful province. At this conjuncture also, for it 
would seem that the unquiet and turbulent spirits, hitherto kept in 
subjection by the master mind of Tey'inur, were in all quarters turned 
loose upon the world immediately on the demise of that great con- 
queror, Ameir Jahaun Shah the son of Tchaukou, led astray by the 
counsels of ambition, boldly opposed the authority of Mirza Omar, 
in behalf of himself; and having put many of the principal officers of 
his court to death, proceeded on the morning of the twenty second 
of Ramzaun, of the year eight hundred and seven,* to attack the head 
quarters of the shahzadah himself. Mirza Omar standing, however, 
resolutely on his defence, and opposing his household born slaves and 
domestics to the exertions of the assailants., until gradually supported 
by the rest of his troops, at last succeeded in repelling this unlooked 
for violence, Ameir Jahaun Shah saving himself for the moment by 
a precipitate retreat; but being closely pursued by Omar Taban, on 
the part of the shahzkdah, the unfurtiinate Ameir was overtaken in 
the course of the same day, and immediately put to death, although, 
as it is alleged, without the concurrenc.: of the Shahzadah. 

Much about the same time, Mirza Aba Bukker, conceiving a de- 
sire to pass the summer at Hamadaun, had dispatched an agent from 
Baghdad, to request the permission of Mirza Omar for that purpose. 
The latter sent to inform him in reply, that it was bis anxious wish 
that his kind brother would without further delay or ceremony repair 
lo visit him; in order that they might in conjunction adopt«uch roea* 

* 22iid March 1406. 
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sures as were best calculated to promote and secure the general wel- A. H. 808 . 
fare of the country. Deceived by these professions, Aba Bukker 
attended by about two hundred horse, imprudently proceeded to the akhlMur. 
court of his brother; by whom hewas ijnmediately seized, and his per- 
son confined to the castle of Kehifah, one of the strongest places in Ir&k 
Ajem. The imprisonment of his eldest son was no sooner made 
known to Meiran Shah, than, in order to favor his escape, he resolved 
on marching towards the frontiers of Khorassaun. In the mean time, 
not long after the perfidious seizure of his brother, Mirza Omar had 
engaged in hostilities with Ameir Sheikh Ibrauhim, prince of Shir- 
vaun, and was now encamped on the hanks of the Kdrr; the Shirvan- 
ian having taken po<tat the head of his troops on the opposite side of 
the same river. After a few day’s confinement, during which, ac- 
cording to the author of the Rouzut-us>sufia, he defeated an attempt 
to destroy him, by putting to death the two assassins employed for 
that purpose by his brother, Mirza Aba Bukker, however, contrived 
to gain over his guards, together with the governor of the castle ; and 
having thus eflTi cted his deliverance proceeded without delay to join 
his father, at tliis period arrived at Kalpoush in the territory of Ma- 
zaiideraun. The father and son then returned together, and shortly 
afterwards made themselves masters of the citadel of Sultauniah, 
together with the family, and much of the property, of Mirza Omar 
and his followers. 

As soon as the capture of SAItauniah became known in the camp of 
Mirza Omar, the greater part of the troops of tiiat prince, whose for- 
tune was alreadv in the wane, immediatelv forsook him, and went 
over to Meiran Shah ; leaving their former master to conclude a hasty 
accommodation with the prince of Shirvaun. Aba Bukker now 
caused his father to be publicly seated on the throne of Azerbaijaun 
and IrUk; although, in the sequel, he assumed to himself all the func- 
tions of the royal authority, including the honors even of the Khotbah 
and Sikkah, which might without any great inconvenience have been 
dispensed with, in favor of a very indulgent parent. After this .\ba 
Bukker proceeded against Tebreiz, which was abandoned at his 
approach by Shahzadah Omar, w’ho now sought an asylum »vith 
his kinsmen the sons of Omar Sheikh ; but hostilities ensuing shortly 
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afterw'ards betvireen the brothers, he took the final resolution of with^ 
drawing into Khorassaun : and it was in pursuance of this resolution 
that he Joined Shah Rokh at the suinmer>station of Semelgaun, in 
tlie manner just related. 

Not Jong after he had thus given his protection to Mirza Omar, 
Shah Rokh resumed his march towards Asterabad. At the station 
of Seiahbelaei,* or the black mischief, not far from that place, he 
found himself opposed by a very numerous and formidable army, 
under the malcontent Seyud Kliaujah, aided by Peir Padshah, who 
had been for years maintained in the government of Mazanderuun, 
by the friendship of Teymur. A severe action immediately ensued, 
in which, however, Shah Rokh was finally victorious ; Peir Padshah 
flying into Khaurezm, and Seyud Khanjah in the utmost distress 
towards the territory ofShirauz. In consequence of this victory the 
whole of Mazanderaun, together with the districts of Saury and ll.i- 
zaurjereib, submitted to the authority of Shah Rokh, without further 
esiertion. The government of the province was then conferred upon 
Mirza Omar, the son of Meiran Shah; after which Shah Rokh rt turn- 
ed towards Herat, where he arrived on the 4th of the former Jum- 
maudy, of the eight hundred and ninth of the hidjerah.'j’ 

During the month of Ramzaun of the same year, and on the 4th 
day of that month. J according to the statement of the Ronzut-us- 
suffa, Mirza Peir Mahommed, the son of .lahangueir, was basely as- 
sassinated by Peir Ally Tauz, a man whom he had raised from ob- 
scurity to the highest dignities under his government. An account 
of this nefarious transaction was brought to Herat by Mirza Seyud 
Ahmed Meirtk, one of the sons of Omar Sheik, wlio resided at this 
period at Sheberghann ; and Shah Rokh, after exhibiting the most 
unaffected marks of regret and indignation, delayed not to dispatch 
a sufficient force under the Ameirs Muzraub, Hussun Souff\ Terkhan 
and Noushirvann, tow'ards Baikh, to avenge the death of his murder- 
ed kinsman. But, at the moment he was about to follow in person 
to prosecute tins object of his just vengeance, he received unexpect- 
ed intt'lligence that Mirza Omar, the man whom he had so recently 

* .Accorclin;; to tbc Houzut-iis sufla, it SepalibelautI, but it ij> not iiiiik‘ri4i which, 
i IGlh of October 1400*. J tltli of February J407. 
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and generously established in the government of Mazanderaun, had 
passed the G6rgan river, and was advancing with rapid strides to 
invade the province of Khorassaun. His attention was therefore, in 
the first instance, necessarily required to repel this unprovoked and 
ungrateful aggression, and he accordingly hastenet^ to meet the inva- 
der ; whom, on the 9th day of the month of Zilkaudah,* he attacked 
and finally defeated, in the neighborhood of the town ofYezdQiah. 
Mirza Omar, although his troops were in other respects totally disper- 
sed, however, with a few followers, effected his escape from the field 
of battle; but not many days afterwards, on the banks of the Mur< 
ghaub, he was intercepted, and taken, after receiving a wound in the 
head, by some of the retainers of Ameir Mfizraub; by whom he was 
conveyed in bonds immediately to the army of Shah Rokh, then on his 
return towards Herat. Regarding the fate of his misguided kinsman 
with compassion, Shah Rokh sent him on before towards the capital; 
but on reaching the Tenghouz-rebaut, a caravanserai in the neighbor- 
hood, the unfortunate prince expired of his wound; and his remains 
were committed to the grave close by the mausoleum of ImaumFakh- 
cr-ud'dein Rauzv, on the twentieth of the same month of Zilkau- 
dah.f Shah Rokh re-entered his capital, on this occasion, in the 
beginning of Zilhudjo.J 

Towards the middle of the same month, Shah Rokh repaired to the 
summer quarters of IJaudgheiss; but, on the nineteenth of Mohurrem 
of the eight hundred and tenth of the hidjerah,§ resuming his designs 
against the traitor Peir Ally Tauz, he once more put his troops in 
motion for Balkh. At the station of Khaujah-doukah, intelligence 
reached him that Peir Ally had taken to flight; in consequence of 
which he detached Ameir Seyud Meirek, immediately, in pursuit of 
the assassin, and advanced without further delay to Balkh. On 
reaching that ancient capital, the first object of Shah Rokh was to 
put the adjoining fortress of Hindwaun in a state of repair; after which, 
appointing the Ameirs MAzraub and Towukkel Berlas, afresh, to pro- 
secute the operations on foot against Peir Ally Tauz, and his party, 
and placing the government in the hands of Mirza Keydou, the eldest 
* lOtli of April, 1407. t 2Rtli of April. | Begiuniug of May- 

§ 26tli of June. 
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A.H. 810 . son of the departed Peir Mabommcd, he again returned into Kho- 
K hoi«Msset ~ul- >'^ssann, and reached his capital on the 11th of the latter Rebbeia.* 
aklibaur. In the mean time, the chiefs employed to crush the designs of Peir 
Ally Tauz, shortly afterwards, came up with and defeated the party of 
the traitor; after which they appear to have returned to Balkh. Having 
re-assembled his scattered force, the rebel now ventured at its head 
to direct his course towards the same city; but conceived it prudent 
to retire again, immediately on the approach of Mirza Keydon with 
the troops of his government. In these circumstances, entering into 
a consultation together, the followers of Peir Ally came to a resolu- 
tion that so long as they submitted to he governed by this ungrateful 
traitor, and to support him in his rash designs against the several 
branches of the imperial family, they had nothing to look for but an 
endless succession of fatiguing marches, distress, and hardship ; and 
they proceeded without further ceremony, to strike off his head, which 
they immediately transmitted to the court of Shah Rokh — thus at 
once relieving a considerable portion of mankind from the grievous 
train of oppressions, to which they had for some time been exposed. 

Previous to the conclusion of the year, the presence of Shah Rokh 
was again required in Mazanderaun, in order to oppose the designs of 
PeirPadshah; who had invaded that country with a body of troops, whom 
he had raised in Khaurezm for the purpose of reinstating himself in 
his government. Proceeding by the route of Beshertou, or Meshcr- 
tou, Jaum, Mdsh-hed, Raudegaun, Jourjan, and Khoujah Khmber, 
Shah Rokh received intelligence at the latter place, that Peir Pad- 
shah, on the mere report of his approach, had raised the siege of As- 
terabad, and retired with precipitation towards Rustumdaur. In 
consequence of this, the Shah encamped shortly afterwards in the 
neighborhood of Asterabad, and appears to have restored his authority 
throughout the province without further difficulty. The government 
of Mazanderaun was now conferred upon Olflgh Beg, in addition to 
certain districts in Khorassaun already under his management; and 
these arrangements dispatched, Shah Rokh proceeded on his return 
to Herat, where he arrived on the ninth of Zilkaudah, of the year 
eight hundred and ten.f 

* 14th of September. t 5tb of April 1408. 
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The shah was, however, now assailed in his authority, by aformid* 
able combination among his own nobles ; at the head of which appeared 
the Ameir Jahaun Melek, the associate of his earliest years, and 
whom, on the defection of Seyud Khaujah, he had advanced to the 
highest dignities of his government. To him were joined Ameir 
Hussun Jandaur, and his son Y^ssuf Khaleil, together with Saadet 
the son of Teymur Taush, and many more of the same class; one of 
their alleged grievances being a moderate contribution levied upon 
their stipends, for the service of the state, by Gheyauth-ud-dein Sa^ 
laur the Semnaunian, who held the office of minister of finance. 
Happily, this rebellion was soon suppressed, and its authors brought 
to the punishment they deserved ; but not before they bad been defeat- 
ed in a conflict near flerat, in which Ameir Muzraub, one of Shah 
Rokh*s principal generals, was severely wounded. 

It will be in the recollection of the reader, that when Teymur had 
succeeded in extending his conquests over the Asiatic part of the 
dominions of the house of Othman, Sultan Ahmed of Baghdad, and 
KaraYussuf the Tuikomaun, both fled for protection to the court of 
Melok L^areclje Sultan of Egypt ; and that, at a subsequent period* 
the latter wrote to the conqueror to intimate that the fugitives w'cre 
at his disposal. To this, as hath been already stated, Teymur replied, 
that if the Egyptian was sincere in his profi’ssions of amity, hew^ould 
immediately dispatch Sultan Ahmed in irons to his presence ; but 
with regard to the Turkotnaun, from some change of circumstances 
unexplained, that he might set him at large whenever lie thought it 
convenient. On chis, the two royal fugitives were both imprisoned 
in two separate lowers of the castle of Cairo ; in which having, 
iievertheles, contrived to open a correspondence together, after deplo- 
ring their former animosities, to w'hich alone they ascribed the cruel 
reverses to which tiiey had been exposed, they entered into mutual 
engagements, provided it was their good fortune to escape the present 
danger, to maintain ever afterwards an intercourse of the strictest 
friendship ; and it was, at the same time, expressly stipulated that 
Baghdad, with all its dependencies, should belong to Sultan Ahmed, 
and Tebreiz to the Turkomaun. The death of Teymflr was, however, 
no sooner announced in Egypt, than the behavior of JVIelek faredje. 
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A. M. 810. towards the illustrious exiles became totally changed, and he proceed- 
Kf i'*^ cd to treat them with the most liberal proofs of kindness and hospi- 
akbbaur. ' 'tality. In this, it is further alleged, that he was not without a more 
-selfish motive, expecting to derive from their counsels considerable 
assistance in suppressing the spirit of disaffection, and discontent, 
which had about this time made its appearance among the subjects 
of his government. Nevertheless, observing that the Tdrkomauns 
hastened, in great numbers, to join the standard of their chief, as soon 
as he appeared at large, Melek Faredje became shortly afterwards 
alarmed, lest Kara Yussuf might ultimately be impelled to conspire 
against the authority of his benefactor. This jealousy was soon dis- 
covered by the wary Turkomaun, and he one day suddenly quitted 
the territory of the Nile, without giving his protector any intelligence 
of his design; and having succeeded in cutting his way, at the head 
of his countrymen, through the Syrian frontier, and making good his 
retreat through the province of Irak Arab, he finally took possession 
without difficulty of the whole province of Diaurbekir. 

Finding that the violent departure of his associate had exposed 
him to similar suspicions on the part of the Egyptian, Sultan Ahmed, 
not long afterwards, also contrived, in the disguise of a dervaish, to 
effect his escape from Cairo; and, after experiencing considerable 
hardship, finally reached Hellah on the Euphrates in perfect safety. 
At that place, he was soon joined by a sufficient number of the 
turbulent and licentious inhabitantsof the neighboring districts; which 
produced so great an alarm in the metropolis of Baghdad, that Doulut 
Khoujah Aynauk, who at this period held the government under the 
authority of MirzaOmar the son of Meiran Shah, immediately aban- 
doned the place in consternation, and withdrew into Azerbaijaun. 
Seven days afterwards, Sultan Ahmed entered the city with a few 
followers, and once more re-established his authority over Arabian 
Iikk. From thence, towards the close of the eight hundred and eighth 
of the hidjerah,* while Mirza Aba Biikker the son of Meiran Shah, 
after the expulsion of his brother, was employed in besieging Isfahaun, 
and Sheikh Ibraubiin of Sbirvaun bad taken possession of Febreiz, 
S&ltan Ahmed proceeded immediately into Azerbaijaun; and in the 

* Spriog of 1400. 
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latter part of Mohurrem of the following year,* he entered the metro- 
polis of Tebreiz without resistance, the prince of Shirvaun having 
abandoned the place on his approach. Devoting himself, however, 
as is here alleged, to indulgences, and debaucheries, utterly incon- 
sistent with his age and dignity ; and Xlirza Aba Bukker, after the 
reduction of Isfahaun, returning with rapid steps to repossess himself 
of the capital of his government, the SAItan gave way to an impression 
of terror, and again withdrew with precipitation towards Baghdftd. 
Mirza Aba Bukker appears to have re-entered Tebreiz, on this occa- 
sion, on the eighth of the former Rebbeia, of the year just mentioned;f 
and finding that the city had been nearly depopulated, through the 
ruinous violence of contending chiefs, he prudently determined, by the 
revival of a system of moderation and justice, to encourage the return 
of the dispersed and persecuted inhabitants. 

At a subsequent period, when these flattering prospects of the re-es- 
tablishment of a just and prudent government, had in some measure 
replaced thecapital in a state of prosperity, the province of Azerbkijaun 
was afresh invaded by the warlike and enterprising Kara Yussuf; of 
whose proceedings on the occasion, we cannot, in this place, omit to 
avail ourselves of the detail furnished in the more ample relation of the 
Rouznt us-suATa. 

When, towards the conclusion of the eight hundred and tenth of the 
hidjrrah,^ Mirza Aba Bukker had been defeated, in several sangui- 
nary conflicts on the banks of the river Araxes, by the warlike Tflrk- 
omaun, the vanquished prince Anally fled to Sditauniab, which 
remained in possession of the agents of his authority ; and here, by 
collecting together the troops from Hamadaun, Dergflzein, Kazvein, 
and other neighboring districts, he, in a short time, succeeded in 
recruiting his army to a state, in point of number and equipment, as 
powerful and effective as ever. Finding, moreover, that Norouz and 
Abdurraihman, two chiefs of the Jauny Garbauny tribe, with five 
thousand followers, who had withdrawn through some discontent or 
other from the service of his brother Khaleil Sflltan, in Transoxiana, 

* JulyHOG. t 22nd of Auj^ust 1406. 

t Spring of 1408. From what follows wo are disposed to think that this date is erroa« 
eou^ and that it should have been twelve months earlier. 
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A. H. 810. were about this crisis arrived in the territory of Irak Ajem, Aba 
~ ^ouzut ua! immediately opened a negociation with these chiets; and 

sufia. ultimately engaged them, as soon as the seasoo for action should 
return, to join him in the design of repelling the TArkomauns from 
their usurpations in AzerbAijaun. Early the ensuing spring, accor- 
dingly, Aba Bukker, accompanied by his father Meiran Shah, at the 
head of a numerous and formidable army proceeded towards Tebreiz, 
and soon afterwards encamped at Meraughah. 

KAra Yfkssuf, on the other hand, as soon as he became apprized of 
the march of the Tcheghata3’an princes, hastened to assemble in his 
presence the nobles of Azerb&ijaun, who attached themselves to his 
authority ; and declared to them, with affected humility, that a TAr- 
komaun by habit and inclination, he was perfectly satisfied with 
Allataug, or Allahtauk, for his summer, and the rich vallies of Di- 
aurbekir, for his winter quarters, without aspiring to the pomp of 
sovereign power which was entirely foreign to his pursuits. Then, 
to sound their intentions with respect to Aba Bnkker, he proceeded 
to observe, that as the grandson of Teymur, it was but reasonable to 
conclude that the ties of gratitude, and the recollection of past bene- 
fits, received from him and from his family, should 3’et retain a pow- 
erful influence over their minds in his favor. If therefore, they found 
themselves in any way disposed to concur in the designs of that 
young prince, it could not in any shape excite surprise, neither should 
he conceive the slightest offence at such a circumstance. They were, 
it was sufficiently obvious, nil connected either by the ties of friend- 
ship, or consanguinity; and he had no hesitation in recommending 
that they sluuild immediately pn^ceed to join the prince. For his 
own part, that he was perfectly reconciled, and should return without 
the slightest repugnance to that condition, from which he had been 
originally w'ithdrawu more by a concurrence of events than by any 
inclination of his own. 

With ui<ited voice, the Ameirs of Irak, and Azerbfiijaun, loudly 
remonstrated against this mode of reasoning; protesting that while 
they had life n< thing should induce them to separate from the TAr- 
komaun chief. And, as the last proof of their sincerity, they now 
offered to combat in the very foremost ranks in support of his autho* 
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ritj'. With respect to what had been alleged regarding the claims A. Il.flio. 
which Mirsa Aba Bukker and his brother possessed upon their gra- 
titude, they acknowledged that he had most truly spoken ; but that 
this same Mirza Aba Bukker had expelled his own brother Omar from 
the government in which, with every circumstance that ought to 
have given it permanence, he had been established by the choice of 
his august grandsire. That he had, moreover, cancelled every obli- 
gation on their part, by cutting off the prime nobility of the country, 
and by bestowing the most illustrious and honorable of their women, 
on the very dregs of the people. From him, therefore, they had 
nothing to expect but the very worst species of violence and injus- 
tice. Neither could they omit to state, that the men whom he had 
selected for the highest and most important offices of his govern- 
ment, were such as they had never been accustomed to hold in the 
smallest esteem; being equally unskilled in the art of war, and in the 
most ordinary maxims of domestic policy. And, in conformity with 
the opinions thus freely expressed, the nobles of Irak, including 
Aineir Bostaum, and his brothers Maussoum and Munshr, together 
with Ju!laul-ud-dein and his brother Yadgaur Shah, Jauleik, Allei- 
kah, and Peir Ally the head of the tribe of Selduz, and many others 
assembled on this occasion, now proceeded to ratify their engagement, 
of strict and inviolable union with the Tdrkomaun chief, under the 
most solemn oaths; and Kira Yussuf, rejoiced to the last degree at 
these assurances, no longer delayed his preparations for battle ; and 
encamping shortly afterwards at the station of Shumb-e^Ghazan, he 
was there successively joined by numerous bodies of armed men 
from all quarters. 

On the twenty-sixth of Zilkaudah, then, of the eight hundred and 
tenth of the hidjerah,* the hostile squadrons having approached to 
a convenient distance for battle, Kira Ydssuf on his part, from a 
belief that Aba Bukker with the best of his troops, would attempt to 
force the centre of his army, declined his proper station ; and took 
post with another division, prepared to convey support, should the 
designs of the Mirza prove to be such as had been foreseen. The 
views of Aba Bukker were, however, not directed towards the centre, 

* 22nd of April 1408. 
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but upon the right wing of his adversary, under the command oF 
Teizek, the Juliaul-ud-dein abovementioned probably, and bis bro- 
ther Yadgaur Shah whom, at the head of a chosen body of.cavalry, 
he accordingly attacked with his usual gallantry and impetuosity. 
The attack was sustained at first with equal courage and firmness, 
and with considerable mutual slaughter; until, compelled at last to 
give way, Teizek fled in confusion from the field of battle, eagerly 
pursued by Aba Bukker ; and, being soon overtaken, his bead was 
immediately struck off, and presented to that prince, by his soldiers, 
attached to the point of a lance. But while Aba Bukker was thus 
incautiously engaged in a distant pursuit, Bostaum and the other 
Ameirs, who commanded in the left wing of Kara Yikssuf’s troops, 
availed themselves of his absence to attack the opposite wingof tbcir 
adversaries; which, either through the cowardice or misconduct of 
the officers in command, instantly gave way ; and the troops of the 
Jauny Gorbauny tribe, perceiving these proofs of weakness or treason, 
which seemed to prevail through the array, embraced the first con- 
venient opening to withdraw from the field. 

Thus abridged of both its wings, the centre of Aba Bukker's troop.s 
was exposed, without support, to the attack of a formidable body of 
Turkomauns, who immediately advanced to assail it. Baba lladjy 
made, however for some time, a brave resistance, at the head of the 
vanguard; but finding himself hard pressed by superior numbers, and 
no movement from the main body to sustain him, he was at last 
compelled, though reluctantly, to retire upon the centre. In the mean 
time, the Ameirs of liak in the cause of Kara Yussuf, having dis- 
persed every thing in their front, now appeared in the rear of Aba 
Bukkei’s centre, wliere Meiran bhah cummartdcd in person. The 
whole was immediately thrown into irretrievable confusion, and the 
troops dispersed in the utmost disorder and consternation. In these 
appalling circumstances, a slave belonging to Ameir Moussa, an 
officer in the service of the TOrkomaun chief, singled out the person 
of iran Shah ; and having severely wounded, and dismounted him 
from his horse, proceeded to strip him of his robes and armour. 
After which, conceiving that the wound he had inflicted must in all 
likelihood prove mortal, he, without further consideration than that. 
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of putting a period to his sufferings, struck off the head of that un- 
fortunate prince, and left the body, thus naked on the field, still ignor- 
ant of the rank -and importance of his illustrious victim. The women 
belonging to the haram of Mirza Abg Bukker fell into the hands of 
the Turkomaun troops, and being conducted to the presence of Kftra 
Yussuf, they were by him treated with the most scrupulous deco- 
rum, and immediately lodged among the ladies of his own family. 
The slave who presented the head of the slaughtered Meiran Shah, 
to the Turkoman chief, was instantly put to death by his orders ; and 
the head and body both decently buried, with the usual ceremonies, 
at Surkhaub. The hones of this unfortunate prince were, however, 
at a subsequent period taken up, by a person of the name of Shums 
(ihoury, and conveyed to the territory beyond theOxus; where they 
were deposited in the Mausoleum of the famil}' at Kesh. 

About three hours after the defeat and dispersion of the right wdng 
and centre of hisarmy, Mirza Aba Bukker, with about three hundred 
of bis followers, returned from his improvident pursuit of Teizek to 
the field of battle, and perceiving not a living vestige of those whom 
he had so recently left in all the pomp and pride of martial array, neces- 
sarily directed his course in quest of them ; the Tilrkomaun, wdth 
singular forbearance, giving orders that not a man should stir in pur- 
suit of him. In truth, the conquerors had possessed themselves of a 
prodigious booty, among the articles of which we find particularized, 
one thousand skins of sables, which they ignorantly sold at a price ii - 
finitely below the value. All the prisoners who fell into the hands of 
the Turkomauns were, at the same time, set at large, with sufficient 
means for their support ; and Kltra Y fissuf himself, while he nobly ab- 
stained from appropriating any thing to his own use, gave to every 
one of his followers the hope of further bounty. The materials of 
royalty having, however, thus accumulated in the hands of the Turk- 
omauns, to a magnitude beyond all ordinary calculation, their chief 
resolved at last, with the power, to assume the name and dignity of a 
great king; and with these designs, Kkra Yfissuf and his victorious 
squadrons directed their march for the summer quarters of Allahtauk : 
Ameir Bostaum, in consequence of his distinguished exertions in the 
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late battle, being advanced to the most exalted honors under the au-. 
thority of his patron. 

On his arrival at Allahtauk, the warlike Tdrkomaun proceeded to 
deliberate further with his followers, on the expediency of assuming 
the honors of the mosque and mint, [Khotbab and sikkah,] being 
himself disposed to raise his son, Peir Bedauk, to the throne; from 
which, it is alleged, that he was only prevented by an unwillingness 
to give offence both at home and abroad. This mode of reasoning 
does not, however, come exactly home to our comprehension; since 
we should rather conclude, that the assumption of the royal authority 
in the person of his son, was less calculated to excite jealousy, than 
immediately in himself. In the mean time, he dispatched, to the dif- 
ferent neighboring powers, messengers conveying, together with intel- 
ligence of his victory, some of the most beautiful articles from among 
the valuable booty taken in the camp of Aba Bukker. To Sultan 
Ahmed at Baghdad, he thought fit, hotvever, on this occasion, to send 
a person in his most intimate confidence, accompanied by a separate 
messenger from his son, each charged with letters and suitable pre- 
sents for that monarch. The agents of both father and son, were 
received with distinguished honors on their arrival at Baghdad; and 
after a reasonable interval, dismissed, loaded w’ith favors, and bearing 
an adequate return of presents, for their respective lords; the messen- 
gerof Peir Bedauk being charged, in particular, with a royal umbrella, 
and other emblems of sovereign power, together with a letter con- 
ceived in terms of peculiar kindness and affection; theSdltan address- 
ing him afresh by the endearing appellation of “ Son,” having long 
since adopted him in that relation, at the period when he entered into 
his engagements with the Turkoinaun, during their imprisonment in 
the C istle of Kaherah. 

These indications of paternal solicitnde from the Stkltan of Baghd&J^ 
in behalf t>f his son, were received with undisguised satisfaction on 
the part of Kara Ydssuf; and the secretaries of his government were 
imniediatelv instructed to address all ordinances, and letters patent, 
and official p.4pers under the royal authority, in the following form: 

Peir Beilauk Khaun Bahauder Yerleigheid^ Eben AbQi Nasser 
Yussuf Babauder, souz-o-meiz,’* Of the words in italics, we do not 
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J)retentl to give the precise signification. Yerleigh is, however, a term 
well known to signify, a mandate; but of the termination with which 
it is accompanied, and standing in the order in which it here appears, 
it is not easy to speak decisively. Had it been placed last in the 
sentence, it would have clearly implied “ you are required.” With 
respect to the phiase, Souz-o-meiz, we must labour under equal 
uncertainty; but in Richardson, Souz-o-sauze, a word of similar 
sound and construction, is made to signify, “inflamed with passion, 
love, &c.” Does the warlike TOrkomaun mean to designate himself 
the “ conflagrator and disturber ?” However this may have been, 
on the first occasion that brought the son to the presence of his father, 
the latter took him by the hand, and seated him immediately on the 
throne, placing himself on his knees directly at the foot, as prime 
minister under the authority of his son. At the same time, all those 
in the service of K&ra Yussuf, who possessed either father or brother, 
were immediately enrolled among the stipendiaries of Peir Bedauk 
Khaun ; and wherever there remained a district not already assigned 
in fee, by the letters patent of the father, the same was now formally 
tranferred to the exchequer of the son. And it is but justice 
to observe, continues our author, that this same Peir Bedauk was not 
less distinguished for the elegance of his person, than for the amiable 
and benevolent qualities of his mind ; and to acknowledge, that for 
the short period during which he remained to inhabit this frail ten- 
ement of earth, so far from exerting himself to the injury of any hu- 
man being, his whole life was devoted to acts of clemency towards 
his fellow creatures, to a scrupulous forbearance to aggravate 'towards 
others, and to exhibit in himself an example of patient endurance 
under, the evils of human destiny. If such indeed were the character 
of this prince, it is not surprising that the report of his accession to 
power should have diffused universal satifaction ; and he according- 
ly received numerous deputations from the neighboring states to 
felicitate him on the occasion ; and, in particular, from the princes of 
Guilin, Mazanderaun, the Kaly of Georgia, the different independ- 
ent chiefs of Kurdestaun, and the rulers of flussun-Keyfa, and Mar- 
dein. K&ra YAssiif, however, undertook, by a particular communi- 
catioa from himself, to announce to Sdltan Ahmed of BaghdSid, that 
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in consequence of his recent acknowledgment of the adoption of Peir 
Bedauk, and his transmission of the umbrella and other insignia of 
sovereign power, he had not hesitated, in conformity with such ma« 
nifest indications of his pleasure, to place his adopted son on the 
throne of Azerbaijaun ; while he should continue on his part, as 
formerly, to conduct the affairs of the army, the general administration 
of the government, and to oppose on all sides the hostile attempts of 
their enemies, whenever occasion should require it- But, witliout 
enlarging further on the subject, it would appear that through the 
exertions of Ameir Bostaum in particular, and ol the other native 
chiefs of the province, for the I'i^rkomuuns honestly disclaimed alt 
knowledge of that branch of the art of war, which relates to the re- 
duction of fortified places, Kara Yussuf, by the capture of Sultauni.tli, 
Derghuzein, and Uamadaun, not long afterwards extended his con- 
quest over the whole of Irak Ajem. 

In the mean time, having abandoned the country altogether, Mirza 
Aba Bukker made the best of his way, through Yezd, into the province 
of Kerniaun ; on his approach towards the capital of which, Sultan 
Aweiss the son of Eydekou Berlas, the governor, conceived it his 
duty to meet the illustrious fugitive at a considerable distance, and 
to conduct him with every circumstance of respect into the cit\ of 
the same name. No distant period was, howi c , suffered lo elaj'sc 
before Aba Bukker began to harbour designs agumst the government; 
but Sfiltan Aweiss, at the very same crisis, having concerted a plan 
to seize the person of bis guest, proceeded late one evening to carry 
it into execution, by entirely surrounding the palace which had In^en 
assign* d for his residence ; where he compelled him on the spot to 
subscribe to an engagement, by which he pledged himself to quit the 
province imm« diately, without producing any further disturbance-— 
provided the people ot Kermaun abstained from offering any personal 
vioh nee to himself or his tollowers. Aba Bukker was accordingly 
permitted to withdraw into the adjoining province of Seiestaun ; 
where he succeeded in contracting a very close and intimate friend- 
ship with Shah Kfitb*ud-dein, the ruler of the province. Unfortu- 
nately for the latter, this circumstance did not escape the attention 
of Shah Rokli, who iminadiately piatched his troops against Jb'erab ; 
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and, in a short time, became master of the whole of Seiestaun, in 
addition to the extensive territory already under his authority. Up- 
on this, the unfortunate Aba Dukker was apain persuaded to enter 
Kermaun ; where, after sustaining repeated conflicts with Sflltan 
A weiss, he was at last killed in a battle with that chieftain^ in the 
re’iplihorhood of the town of .lireft, towards the latter part of the 
month of lludjub, of the eight hundred and eleventh of the hid- 

At the period f Teymur’s death, it becomes now further neces- 
sary to recollect that Mirza Peir Mahommed the son of Omar Sheikh, 
held the government ot Shirauz.aiid his brothers Rusturn and Eskun- 
dt ", those of Istahaun and llatnadaun respectively. On intelligence 
of the closv- ot his ^raiidl<ith<^r’s eventful career, however, Peir Ma- 
honimed, influenced by the circumstance of his mother Melket Agba 
lia'ina tiecom* one of the wives of Shah Rokh, resolved with the 
advic* oi' liis council, to pronounce the Khotbah, and regulate the 
mint. in the name of that monarch; immediately dispatching into Kho- 
rass.tun to acquaint him, that both he and his brothers had equally 
l.ouiul themselves to lie obedient to his authority. Shah Rokh, on his 
part, received tlie communication with reasonable complacency, and 
uismissc'd iin messengers with abundant proofs of bis bounty. Subse- 
(puni to iliis, when it was announced that Omar the son of Meiran 
.>iiah had put Aiiieir Jaliaun Shah to death, and imprisoned his bro- 
ih( r Alia Bekker, as already related, Mirza Eskunder, at Hamadaun, 
became alarmed lest these measures of violence should be at last 
extended to himst It ; and lie accuidingly withdrew from Hamadaun, 
to take the protection of his brother at Shirauz, who received him 
witii trateinal kindness, and conterred upon him the government of 
Yezd. Prom this lime to the eight hundred and ninth of the bidjerah, 
the best intelligence subsisted between the brothers ; but at that 
period this au.spiciuus intercourse was wickedly interrupted, through 
the iiialevoh nt txeiiions of the turbulent and evil disposed : and in 
consequence of the hostility thus excited, Mirza Peir Mahommed 
caused the person of Eskunder to he seized, and he was immediately 
conveyed as a prisoner towards Khorassaun. In the neighborhood 
• Beginniog of December A. D. 1408. 
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A. H. eil. of Tebbes, or Tabess, the prince, however, contrived to break his 
A. D. 1409. fetters; and flying immediately to Isfahaun, was there admitted to 
”fch h*nr^ Ihe kindest hospitality, by his brother Mirza Rustum. Shortly after- 
wards, the two brothers proceeded in conjunction towards Shiraiiz; 
and having defeated Peir Mahommed, who did not in the least demur 
to meet and give them battle, they pursued him to the gates of his ca- 
pital, to which they immediately laid siege. Finding, however, at 
the expiration of forty days, that they had made but little progress 
towards the reduction of Shirauz, they employed their troops in the 
pillage of the neighboring parched and sandy districts, the Gurrum* 
seyers, and then returned to Isfahaun. 

In the course of the following year, the eight hundred and tenth 
of the hidjerah, Mirza Peir Mahommed in his turn, at the head of a 
very numerous army, proceeded towards Isfahaun; Mirza Rustum 
having encamped to oppose him at the station ot Kundemaun, or 
perhaps Gundemaun. In the conflict which ensued the troops of 
Isfahaun were, however, totally defeated, and Mirza Rustum, and his 
brother Eskunder, were now compelled to fly towards Khorassaun. 
Peir Mahommed then established his son Omar Sheikh in the govern- 
ment of Isfahaun, and returned in triumph to Shirauz. On the other 
hand, Mirza Rdstum proceeded without interruption into Khoras- 
saun, where he experienced a favorable reception from Shah Rokh, 
and was honorably provided for in the court of that prince ; while his 
brother Eskunder, less fortunate in his decision, continued his flight 
towards Sheberghaun and Halkb. Ilis progress was interrupted by 
some troops dispatched against him by Mirza Keydou, at this period 
in possession of the government of Uaikh; and he was compelled to 
take the direction of Endekboud, where he w'as treated with respect, 
and suitablyaccommodated, by Seyud Ahmed Terkhan, then in charge 
<if the place. The Seyud thought it advisable immediately to report 
his arrival to Shah Rokh, and that prince, with singular good nature, 
instantly dispatched a person to intercede in behalf of his unfortunate 
brother, with Peir Mahommed in Farss; at the sametime conveying 
his instructions to Seyud Ahmed at Endekhoud, not to olTer the 
slightest molestation to Mirza Eskunder, but to permit him to depart 
whenever he indicated a desire ao to do. Relying upon a bruther'a 
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compassion, Mirza Eskunder chose the alternative of returning into 
Farss; and accordingly, about the hour of evening prayer on the 
26 th of Ramzaun, of the eight hundred and eleventh of the hidjerah,* 
he entered Shirauz on foot — Feir Mahommed sending fur him the very 
moment he was apprized of his arrival, and bestowing upon him all 
those marks of kindness that could in any shape contribute to restore 
his confidence, or console him under the sense of his misfortunes. 

This was the situation of affairs in Farss when, some time in the 
course of the year eight hundred and twelve,f accompanied by his 
reclaimed brother Eskunder, Mirza Feir Mahommed left Shirauz with 
the design of reducing the province of Kermaun ; but on his artival 
at the station of Doutchah, the two wells, he there perished from a 
conspiracy formed against him by Husseyne Sherbetdaur, his butler, 
w'homfrom an humble compounder of medicines, he had raised to the 
highest dignities of his government: for ambition and treason have 
been too frequently fellow travellers. In the silence of midnight, the 
traitor followed by his accomplices, among whom appear to have 
been included the greater part of the army, entirely surrounded the 
tent of liis benefactor, -and most basely put him to death, being at this 
period in the very flower of his age, his one and thirtieth year. 
Mirza Eskunder being, however, timely apprized ofthe fate of his bro- 
ther, hastened back to Shirauz; where the Ameirs, and principal na- 
tives ofthe province, united to invest him with the royal authority, and 
with him proceeded to secure the city, and to place the fortificatioiis 
in a state of defence. When, on the other hand, the traitor Husseyne 
discovered that Eskunder bad escaped him, he immediately followed 
at the head of the army which had espoused his cause, and for one 
whole day, by repeated attacks on different points, endeavoured to 
make himself master of the city. Ferceiving, however, at nightfal, 
that the chiefs in his interest evinced a disposition favorable to 
Mirza Eskunder, the traitor thought it prudent, the very next morn- 
ing, to make a precipitate retreat towards Kermaun ; in the course of 
w’hich he fell into the hands of Ameir Sedeik, an officer in the service 
of the late Ptir Mahommed, by whom he was immediately secured 
and conveyed towards Shirauz. At the tomb of Sheikh Saady in the> 
* llth of i-'ebruary 1400. t Commencing Uie l&tii of May A. P. 1408.. 
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A.H. eii. neighborhood of that city, with his bearxl and miistarhios half shaved 
K ^iausset Ilf was mounted on a sorry bullock, and from thence conducted 
skhbaur. to the gates of the town, through the streets of M'hich he was for 
some time paraded in this disgraceful guise ; after which he was led 
to the presence of Mirza Eskunder. To the demand of that prince, 
as to what motive it was that could have impelled him to become 
the butcher of his benefactor, the traitor coolly replied that if his 
conduct towards the deceased had been that of a villain, the result, 
at least, did not appear with unwelcome advantages to the surviving 
brother. At this the indignation of the Shahzadali was excited to 
such a degree, that he drew his dirk and instantly scooped the riglit 
eye of' the assassin from the socket; after which the attendants 
were directed to beat him to death with their maces. 

While these events »vere passing at Sliirauz, an insurrection was 
excited at Isfahaun hy Sultan Miatassem the son of Zeyiie-ubaubbe> 
dein, son of Shah Shujia, of the race of Muzuffer; which rciidcred 
the presence of Mirza Eskunder immediately m cessary in that quar- 
ter. In an action to which he was brought by his antagonist, shortly 
afterwards, the insurgent was, however, totally defeated ; and it) his 
endeavor to escape by flight, was finally overtaken and put to death 
by a soldier of the successful party, by the side of a river at some 
distance from the field of battle. Eskunder then returned, more con- 
fident from his victory, to Shirauz. Subsequent to this period, Mirza 
Biistum, with the concurrence of his uncle Shah Kokh, proceeded to 
invade the territory of Isfahaun, where he became engaged iti repeat- 
ed conflicts with his brother Eskunder; but being frustrated in all 
bis attempts, be was finally compelled, once more, to fly for safety 
into Khorassaun ; where, iu the course of the eight hundnd and 
fourteenth of the hidjerali,* he was again hospitably received at the 
court of rietat. Thus absolutely master of both Farss and Irak, 
Mirza Eskunder now fixed the seat of his government at Isfahaun. 

We are now, for the last time, to speak of Sdltan Ahmed Jull&< ir 
of BaghdJtd ; who, without any very distinguished elaitns to atten- 
tion, has been so often biought to the notice of the reader, in his 
perusal of these pages. Towards the conclusion of the eight bundled 
* Commencing 21tb of April A. D« 141 !• 
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and twelfth of the hidjerah, when the whole of Azerb&ijaun had been A. H.sii.iz, 
finally subjugated to the authority of K&ra Yussuf, the presence of 
the latter was required towards the north-western frontier of his do- akhbaur! 
minions, by some hostile indications on the part of his rival K&ra 
Othmaun, and by the solicitation of Ameir Taherten, the prince of 
Erzenjaun, to defend him against the aggressions of the same chief. 

This was an opportunity which Siiltan Ahmed, notwithstanding his 
engagements, conceived too favorable to his interests to be neglected; 
and he accordingly took his departure for Azerbkijaun some time in 
the month of Moburrim, of the year 813;* and he appeared, not long 
afterwards, in great force before the metropolis of Tebreiz, which he 
entered without opposition, and with unusual pomp, on the first day 
of the former llebbeia, of the same year.j* 

As soon as this unwelcome intelligence reached Kara Yfissuf at 
Erzenjaun, only two days after he had taken possession of the place for 
himself, he summoned a council of his principal officers; with whom 
he entered into deliberation, as to the measures which he ought to 
adopt on such an emergency. The result was a determination to 
proceed to immediate hostilities against the Shltan, and a solemn 
pledge on the part of all his Ameirs, to continue faithful in their 
attachment to the authority of their chief. An order of march was 
then concerted, bv which the whole army were to reach the neighbor- 
hood of Tebreiz, in forty menzels, or days journey, according to which 
the troops were immediately put in motion from Erzenjaun. About 
the period agreed upon, they arrived on the plains near Shumb-e-. 

Ghkzan, at the distance of two farsangs^ from Tebreiz; where Sfiltan 
Ahmed was already encamped, with a resolution to give battle. On 
friday the 28th of the latter Rehbeia,§ the warlike TOrkomaun drew 
out his troops for the conflict, and proceeded in battle arra^' towards 
Shumb-e-Gi.&zan ; from whence, in equal preparation, the Sfiltan ad- 
vanced to meet him. A most severe and obstinate conflict immedi- 
ately ensued, in which, however, after dreadful mutual slaughter, 
victory finally declared for the Tfirkomauns; the troops of the S&ltan 
being totally defeated, and dispersing in consequence in every direc- 
tion. Finding himself thus alone on the field of battle, Sfiltan Ah-. 

* May 1410. t Srd July. t About 7 miled. § ‘20th of August 1410Ui. 
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A. H.Gn-12. TOed was, at last, constrained to follow the example of his army- He 

A. D. 1400-14^. flifrht soon overtaken by an ordinary T&rkomaun, who* 

llouzut-us- * 

suffa. however, ignorant of bis qnality, was content with beating him off his 

horse; and who, after plundering him of his rich armour and apparel, 

left liim to his fate. 

Sultan Ahmed then made for the opening in a gardenrwall, intended 
for the outlet of a water-course, where he seated himself down, in the 
utmost pertuthation of mind, until he could ascertain w'hether he 
was pursued by any one. It chanced that an old shoemaker, w'ho had 
left the city and mounted a walnut tree, in order to view' the occur- 
rences of the battle, observing a person thus withdrawing from the 
field alone, immediately recognized the Sultai ’s horse, and was at no 
great loss to identify his rider. Descending from his post on tlie tree, 
he approached the place of the Sultan's concealment; and calling to 
him by his royal title, proceeded to condole with him on the dej)lo- 
rable situation tow'hich he found him reduced. The Sultan admon- 
ished him to be silent, and not to add shame to the sorrows which 
already weighed down his head. After this, he ventured to add that 
he had yet many zealous friends in_Tebreiz; and that as soon as night 
came, he should enter the town, and from them receive both mom y 
and the means of conveyance from the scene of danger. In the mean 
time, that any assistance which he could render v' ould not be forgot- 
ten ; and that the moment he returned to Baghdad, he proposed to 
settle upon him the lordship of Yakoubiah in perpetual fee. To this 
he bound himself by a solemn promise; after which the shoemaker 
returned to his habitation in the city. Unfortunately fin Sultan Ah- 
med, the man had for his wife an old woman who professed to deal 
in magic; and her husband bad no sooner related to her the circum- 
stances of his interview with the Sultan, than she affected to apply 
tc the mysteries of her art; which having consulted, she proceeded to 
observe to her husband, that the distance between Tebreiz and Bagh- 
dad, would cost him many a tedious and wearisome day's journey; 
neither, from what appeared at present, could suoli a journey, to any 
reasonable certainty, be productive of any of those advantages to them, 
with which he seemed disposed to flatter himself. At the same time, 
it w’as not to be supposed but that, as soon as night came, the Sfiltan 
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would be surrounded by a multitude of powerful friends, and that a 
person in his humble station, would scarcely have a chance of ap- 
proaching him again. Thus this noble prize would slip through their 
fingers, and repentance would avail but little to their consolation. 
She therefore advised her husband to hasten, without a moment’s fur- 
ther delay, to the presence of K^ra Yussuf, to acquaint him with all 
he knew; and, she doubted not, that the result would be an abundant 
remuneration for all their disappointments. 

In compliance with the suggestions of this hag, the shoemaker 
repaired to the camp of Kara Yussuf; where he found them employed 
in interrogating the grooms and equerries of the Sultan, as to the 
number of horses which their master had brought into the field, the 
number he had carried off with him, and bow many had fallen into 
the hands of the victors. The shoemaker made his way, without ob- 
stacle, to the presence of the Turkomaun chief; announced to him, 
that Sultan Ahmed lay concealed at no great distance off, and that if 
it was his pleasure, he would immediately conduct a party to the 
spot. For a moment, Kara Yussuf disbelieved his statement, affirm- 
ing that the Sultan must.bv that time, have conveyed himself manv far- 
sangson his retreat ; but the man persisting in his allegation, and de- 
inanding that some proper person might be sent with him in order to take 
charge of the royal fugitive, his request was at length complied with, 
ani! i'our confidential officers accompanied him accordingly to the spot 
which he had indicated. The unhappy monarch w’as immediately 
dragged from his concealment; and as he was bareheaded and almost 
naked, they tiirew upon him a common coarse tunic, and covering 
his head with a tattered turban, they mounted him behind Beirdy 
Sheirtchei, one of the party, and in this manner he was conducted to 
the presence of Kira Yfissuf. The Turkomaun chief arose to meet 
the Sultan the moment he came in view ; and, having seated him by 
bis side, proceeded to upbraid him, in bitter terms, for the total dis- 
regard which he had evinced for the most solemn engagements; in 
•consequence of which it w’as, he alleged, henceforward impossible to 
place the smallest reliance on his word. For how repeatedly hail he 
pledged himself upon the sacred volume of the. law, and by the mighty 
name of the most high, to abstain from every design hostile to the 


A. H. 812-13. 

A. D. 1409-1410; 

Kou/ut-us- 

sufla. 



516 


A.H^8i2 ijL Turkoman, or the country under his authority, and yet sought every 

violate his pledge ? He then entered into a recapitula- 
suffa. ‘tion of all the provocations which he had received at his hands, front 
’the earliest period of their intercourse to the present moment ; after 
which he sternly directed him to quit his seat and take his place 
among the very lowest of the assembly, even on the spot where they 
deposited their sandals. 

Peir Bedauk now entered the pavilion, immediately seating himself 
on the throne; on which, the whole of the Ameirs and principal offi- 
cers called aloud to the Sultan, that his po\/er was transferred to Peir 
Bedauk Khaun. A paper was then drawn up in letters of gold, by 
which, in a few short lines, the province of Azerbaijaun was formally 
ceded to the same Peir Bedauk Khaun; and to this, whether willing 
or unwilling, they compelled the Sultan to affix his signature. They 
next proceeded to allege as an accusation against the Sultan, that he 
had presumed with a superior force to invade the same province of 
Azerbliijaun, and to wrest it from the hands of Shah Mahommed, 
another of the sons of Kara Yussuf; when it was notorious to the 
world that it had been conferred upon him by the unanimous concur- 
rence of all the native Ameirs.* As an atonement for this act of 
alleged usurpation, they therefore now called upon him to make an 
immediate transfer of bis remaining government of Baghdad, to the 
same Shah Mahommed ; and to that effect a second paper was drawn 
up on the spot, and ratified under his sign manual, by which his 
lieutenants at Baghdad, Heit, and Tekrcit, were charged to deliver up 
the keys of those fortresses, and of all his treasures, to Gheyauth-ud- 
dein Shah Mahommed ; on whom he was made to bestow the appel- 
lation of a beloved son, and to whom he acknowledged to have resign- 
ed his capital of Baghdad, with all its dependencies, in full and abso- 
lute sovereignty. 

When the unfortunate monarch had made a conclusion of these 
mortifying transfers of power, and had nothing further to concede, 
Shah Mahommed was invested, on the spot, with the government of 
Baghd&d, by his father and the Ameirs of his court ; the chiefs of the 

* This declaration, by tbe way, implied pretensions, which we should litUr expect to 
find advanced by the vassals of a despotic luoiiarchy. 
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Aweyraiit and Arab tribes, and other prisoners taken in the late battle, 
being immediately set at large, and permitted to accompany their 
new governor to take possession of his capital. In the mean time, to 
relieve the SliUan from any apprehension of personal danger, Kara 
Ydssuf proceeded to assure him, that however, in repeated violation 
of his engagements, he had not scrupled to seek both his life and 
dominions, vet that he might set his mind at ease; for on his part, he 
had resolved not to offer the slightest injury to his person. Far dif- 
ferent was the language with which the Sultan was addressed by 
llostaum, who sternly upbraided him with having brought destruction 
upon the famil}', and butchered the posterity, of Sultan Aweiss, to- 
gether with the best part of the nobles of his court. From him, there- 
fore, as they had never hitherto experienced ought but evil, so neither 
for the future was it reasonable to expect any good at his hands : and 
they would accordingly take care that Ameir Yussuf should no lon- 
ger be the dupe of his artful practices. Then, starting on his feet, he 
unclasped the scimitar from his waist, and flung it towards Kkra 
Yussuf, declaring that the existence of this man had already been the 
cause of too much mischief ; but, that if suffered any longer to breathe 
upon earth, the evils of which he would be the occasion would be a 
thousand-fold more destructive, than any thing to which they had hi- 
therto been witness. Common prudence, therefore, as well as the 
general interests of humanity, demanded that he should immediately 
be put out of the way. The other Ameirs of Irak concurred, at the 
same time, in pronouncing that mercy to Sultan Ahmed would be 
entirely incompatible with the public safety. The conscientious 
TArkomaun persisted, however, in maintaining that, under God’s pro- 
vidence, though a thousand such as Sultan Ahmed were present in 
bis camp, he should feel but little solicitude as to their attempts ; 
but that, at all events, he had sworn to spare his life, and was resolv- 
ed not to violate his oath. Ameir Bostaum here rejoined that the 
blood of many an unhappy and innocent individual had been unjust- 
ly shed by this man, and that the hereditary avengers of that blood 
were in attendance. If, therefore, he had pledged himself on his 
part not to offer violence to the person of his prisoner, the law of 
retaliation imperiously demanded that, at least, be should not protect 
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him against the vengeance of those whose kindred he had immolateiT.' 
Kara Yfissiif was now silent; and Settelmesh, one of the officers 
present, was instructed by the Ameirs to convey the Sultan to iiis 
quarters, in the college of Kauzy Sheikh Ally. Khan jah Jauffer the 
Tebrizian, on his knees, then formally accused the Sultan of having 
unjustly put his brother to death ; which being confirmed by the 
testimony of Bostaum, the Turkomaun chief could no longer resist 
the pressing importunities of the people of Irlik, and finally consented 
to the execution of the unfortunate monarch. On which Khau jali 
Jauffer, with some other persons, proceeded immediately to the resi- 
dence of Settelmesh; where they strangled the unhappy Sultan with- 
out further ceremony. 

On the day following, Bostaum found it expedient, nevertheless, 
in the name of his brother Ameirs, to represent to the Tfirkomaun, 
that, although Sultan Ahmed had been so effectually disposed of, the 
preceding day, a report had been circulated by the seditious populace 
that he was still alive; and that it had produced such violent agita- 
tion as to threaten some very dangerous commotion. In consequence 
of this, Bostaum was authorized to adopt any measure he thought fit 
in order to remove the impression ; and the body of the Sultan, with a 
coarse black wrapper bound round the head, was, accordingly, for 
three days, publicly exhibited forinspection, in the above-mentioned 
college, which finally terminated all discussion on the subject. The 
body was then buried, with the usual solemnities, in the cemetery of 
the celebrated Damashk Khaujali; at the very feet of his brother Sultan 
Hfisseyne, of whom he had made an early sacrifice to his relentless 
ambition. Several of the sons of Sultan .\hmed, who had fallen into 
the hands oftheir enemies during the battle and pursuit, shared the 
fate of their father; and Sultan Alla-ud-doulah, who had been for 
some time a prisoner in one of the castles of the Turkomaun, was now 
put to death by an order from Kara Yussuf. 

On this subj' Ct we shall finally observe, that when intelligence of 
the death of Sultan Ahmed was conveyed to Shah Rokh, in Khoras- 
saun, that prince demanded of Abd-ul-Kader, a distinguished poet 
who had passed many years under the protection of the Sultan, whe- 
ther it bad not occurred to him to compose something to the me- 
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ttiory of liis unfortunate patron. The poet immediately wrote a 
stanza of four lines, which he conveyed to the Shah, the concluding 
words of which, “ Knsd-e-Tchreiz'' — the design upon, or the attempt 
onTebreiz — numerically applied, comprised the exact era of his death, 
A. 11. 813.* With respect to Sliah Mahommed the son of Kara 
Yussuf, dispatched on this occasion to possess himself of the govern- 
ment of Baghdad, it may be proper briefly to state, that after a siege 
of eighteen months, during which the children of Sultan Ahmed 
continued to defend it against all his exertions, the Shah finally 
obtained possession of that metropolis, the sons of the Sultan having 
fled the place by water, under cover ofadark night. Soon afterwards, 
Shah Mahommed became undisputed master of all Arabian Irak ; 
and having raised a numerous and pow'erful army, and amassed pro- 
digious Wealth, he iiltimateh' assumed the iionors of the mosque and 
mint, and governed fora considerable period in his own name, with- 
out even once repairing to do homage to his father; who for his part, 
appears to have equally abstained from putting him to any further 
inconvenience on the subject. 

But, to resume the regular course of the history; w'hile at the sum- 
mer quarters of Baudgheiss, on the fifth of Zilkaudah, of the year 
eight hundred and eleven,'f we find Shah Rokh employed in giving 
orders for the assembling of his army ; in consequence of the reports 
here successively conveyed to him, of the hostilities which iiad broke 
out between his nephew Khaleil Sultan, and Khodadaud-ul-Hussey- 
iiN ; ill which the latter prevailing, the grandson of Teymur was fin- 
ally compelled to submit to the authority of this subordinate chief. 
To vindicate the insulted majesty of his family, or more probably to 
secure the province for himself, Shah Rokh, therefore, on the 21st of 
the same month of Zilkaudah,^ put his troops in motion from Baud- 
gheiss ; and having crossed theOxus, about the 6'th of the following 
month of Zilhudje.§ proceeded to Khozaur. Here it was announced 
to him, that having seized the person of Khaleil Sultan, the insur- 
gent Khodadaud had betaken himself to flight ; on which Shah Rokh 
* August September 1410. The turn of the verse runs something iu this nay : 

" Reader wouldst thou know the era of his fate,” 

** Kusd-e-Tebreiz exactly marks the date.” 
t 21st March 1409. } 6tb of April. § 21st of April 


A. H. m2 813. 

A. D. 1 m-1410. 
Rouzul us- 
sud'a. 


KlinlaU'S't-ul- 
akhbai r. 





A. H. 812-813. continued his march, and, on the SOth of the same month, entered 

A. D. 1400-1410. metropolis of Samarkand without opposition. 

Kiiolausset-ul> , , .. , , , . , , , . 

akbbaur. In the succeeding month of Mohurrem, of the eight hundred and 

twelfth of the hidjerah,* Shah Rokh proceeded in pursuit of Kho* 

daud, towards the frontiers of Moghdlstaun; dispatching Shah Melek 

with some other commanders in advance, towards the Seyhun. An 

event which appears to have been as fortunate, as it was unforeseen, 

rendered the presence of Shah Rokh, however, no longer necessary 

in this quarter. The insurgent Khodadaud had, it seems, demanded 

the assistance of Mahommed Khaun, the monarch of MoghuUtaun ; 

and that prince had dispatched his own brother Shummaa Jahaun, to 

convey to him the support he required. This latter prince, however, 

no sooner found himself united with the troops of the insurgent, than 

he suggested to the Ameirs under his orders, that this same Khodaud- 

ul'Husseyny must have been an utter stranger to every principle of 

good faith and generosity, before he could so soon have forgotten his 

multiplied obligations to the most bountiful of masters, the renowned 

and invincible TeymCkr, and thus enter into hostilities against the 

children of such a benefactor. Nothing further was required to do- 

determine the fate of Khodadaiid. His head was struck off without 

the smallest compunction, and immediately conveyed to Shah Melek; 

who returned with it, shortly afterwards, to the camp of Shah Rokh. 

The Shah now embraced the opportunity of conferring the govern- 
ment of Ouzkhund, upon his nephew Mirza Meirek Ahmed, perhaps 
Sidy Ahmed, one of the sons of Omar Sheikh. In the mean time, 
intelligence was conveyed to him that Mirza Khaleil Sultan, on the 
death of Ameir Khodadaud, had succeeded in gaining over his guards; 
and that he was now busily employed in placing the fortress of Alankouh, 
or Alankella, in a proper state of defence, Shah Melek was again 
detached, with instructions to reduce this place ; but when he had 
continued his operations for some days, Mirza Khaleil Sultan sent 
out to desire, that a particular post in the hands of the besieging army 
might be left unguarded ; in order that be might be permitted to 
proceed, without interruption, to the presence of his uncle. This 
fequest was immediately complied with ; but instead of repairing to 

* Usjr ud June 1408, 
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the cnmp of Shah Rokh, as he affected to propose, the prince pro- 
ceeded immediately to join Sheikh Nur-ud-dcin, who had recently 
obtained permission to retire to Otranr. On information of this un- 
accountable perversity of conduct, Shah Rokh conceived that his 
presence might be recpiisite in the same quarter; but, an intercourse 
of messengers having been fortunately established, an accommodation 
was finally brought about, and confirmed under the most solemn 
mutual engagements. Shortly afterwards, Mirza Khaleil in person 
hastened to the presence of his august relative, and experienced a 
very indulgent and distinguished reception, without, however, any 
circumstance that could lead to the expectation that he was to be 
restored to his government. 

Affairs thus favorably arranged, Shah Rokh fool: his departure for 
Khorassaun, after having conferred the government of 'I'ransoxiana, 
with the neighboring territory on the Seyhun, upon his son Olugh 
Utg; at the same time bestowing the country of Hessaur-e-Shaudc- 
man upon Mirza Mahommed Jahangueir, the son of his nephew 
Mahommed Sultan. Soon after, recrossing the Oxus, he invested 
Mirza Keydou the son of Mirza Pcir Mahommed, with the govern- 
ment of the three provinces of Kandahaur, Kabul, and Gheznein, 
transferring the government ofBalkh and Tokharestaun, to his second 
son Abul Futtah Mirza Ibrauhim Sultan. On the Kith of Shahaun, 
of the -eight liundred and twelfth of the hidjerah,* Shah Rokh re- 
entered, on this occasion, his capital of Herat, without the interven- 
tion of any further incident. During the month or Zilkaudah of the 
SHine year.'l' Mirza Khaleil Sultan, as some compensation for the loss 
of Samarkand, proceeded by his orders, at the head of ten thousand 
horse, to attempt the reduction of itak Ajem; and he succeeded so 
far as to take possession of, and, fur some time, to establish his au- 
thority in theterntory of Rey, having received fromShah Rokh apatent 
for the government of both provinces of Irak Ajem, and Azerbaijaun, 
should be pro^'e so fortunate as to conquer them, for himself. 

During the eight hundred and thirteenth, and the following year 
of the hidjerah, the attention of Shah Rokh was considerably engaged 
i« counteracting the designs of that distinguished and gallant veteran) 

* 23d of December. 1400. t Alarcli, 1410> 

3 X 


A. H. 

A. U. t4<»U 1410. 

Kholai^bctul- 

aklibdur- 


WOL. Ill 



Pi p 


A. H.613>15. Ameir Sheikh NAr>ud*dein, who had* reared the standard of revolt 

territory of Otraur ; here slated to have been the seat, and 
akh^ur.** * perhaps the patrimony, of his forefathers. This untoward event 
drew the Shah twice into Mawer*un-neher, in the course of that 
period. The last time, however, during a conference before the gates 
ofSovraun, or Sabraun, which he defended against the troops of 
Shah Rokh, under the orders of his old associate in arms, Ameir 
Shah Melek, the unfortunate Sheikh Ndr>ud>dein was suddenly 
dragged from his horse, as he stooped to embrace him, and put to 
death on the spot, by an officer of the name of Herkedauk ; who had 
received his instructions for that purpose from Shah Melek himself. 
On the death of Teymhr, we learn from a passage in the Rouzut>us> 
suffa, that the illustrious chief, whose career was thus perfidiously 
terminated, had espoused the princess Tomaun Aga, one of the wid- 
ows of his departed sovereign. Soon after the period under consi- 
deration, the same princess was conveyed, under an injunction from 
Shah Rokh, by the nephew of Sheikh Niir-ud-dein from Sabraun to 
Herat ; the town of Gaoushiah, about eleven farsangsfrom that city, 
was assigned for her maintenance ; and she is stated to have left there 
many memorials of her bountiful and benevolent character. On his 
return to Uer^t, from this last expedition into Transoxiana, the Shah 
received intelligence of the death of his nephew Khaleil Sultan, alter 
a few days* illness, at Rey, on the 1 6th of Rudjub of the eight hun- 
dred and fourteenth of the hidjerah.* 

During the month of Mohurrem of the year eight hundred and 
fifteen, 'I' and on his return from the solemnization of the feast of 
sacridce of the tenth of Zilhmije, of the preceding year, at the mauso- 
leum of Ally Ruzza at Miish-hed, we also find it recorded in the 
Rouzut-us siifia, that Shah Rokh was employed at Herat, in giving 
a splendid reception to the ambassadors of Ddeinunff Khaun^ mon- 
arch of Khatai, or emperor of China. In the discharge of their 
mission, the objects of which on this occasion appear to have been 
of a nature purely amicable and conciliatory, they delivered from their 
sovereign, letters in different languages; which, among other expres- 
sions of a compliroeniarv import, conveyed some very strong recom- 
* 2d of November, 1411; t April H12. 
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mendations in favor of the late Mirza Khaleil S61tan, and which, A. H. 815-10. 
whatever might have been their eflFect at an earlier period, could now *'*' 

. . rr.1 ■ • t r n j KholailbSft-ul- 

1)0 lonper be of service, i nese ambassadors were shortly afterwards akhbaur. 
honorably dismissed, on their return to China, accompanied by Sheikh 
Mahommed Bukhshy; on a missiCn of a corresponding and similar 
import from Shah Rokh to the Chinese monarch.* 

Ever since the death of his brother Meiran Shah, and the conse- 


quent snbjugation of the province of Azerbkijaun by Kkra Yussuf, 
Shah Rokh had internally resolved on employing the very first con- 
venient opportunit}’, to reduce that province with the adjoining ter- 
ritory of Ir&k, under his own authority. Such an opportunity ap- 
peared to have arrived, during the eight hundred and sixteenth of the 
hi<IJerah ; and he accordingly quitted Herat, at the head of a numer- 
ous and powerful army in order to take advantage of it, on the 1 8th of 
Rutijub, of that year — f proceeding towards the north-west, by the 
rouieof Neysliapfir, in the neighborhood of which city he encamped 
shortly afterwards, Fromtlien(3e,he conceived it expedient to transmit 
a dispatch to Mirza Eskunder, at Isfahaun, requesting that he would* 
at as a early a period as possible, join him in the territory of Rev, M'ith 
the troops of Ears and Irak Ajem ; in order that they might proceed 
together to the expulsion of the Turkomauns; after which he contin- 
ued his march, at leisure, hunting as he proceeded, into Mazanderaun, 
w-here he passed the winter. When, however, the dispatches from 
his uncle were communicated to Mirza Eskunder, that prince, instead 
of resolving to co-operate cordially in the design against the common 
enemy of his family, immediately gave w’ay to the suspicion, that 
something sinister was in contemplation against himself; and, under 
this impression, returning an insolent and disrespectful reply to the 
demand which had been conveyed to him, openly declared himself 
hostile to the authority of the Shah ; and, dispatching to all quarters 
to assemble his troops, proceeded without delay to form a., encamp- 
* Whether this, or any of the succeeding ones, of which several were dispatched to 
China from the court of Herftt, during the reign of Shah Rokh, was the embassy, of which 
the tranalatiuo of a Journal, by Mr. Vausittart of the Bengal Estabiishmeut, appeared in 
one of the English periodical publicatious some years ago, a comparison of data* wiH 
easily determine. 
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a d' 1413 1 ' Isfaliaun. This refractory, behavior on the part of his ne- 

Kl iolausoet-ul necessarily produced a change in the plans ofShah Rokh; the 

akbbaur, expedition into Azerbaijaun was indefinitely postponed; and his 
attention immediately directed to check, at their outset, the rash and 
ambitious projects of his misguided relative. 

Having dispatched his son Mirza Bkysungur, at the commence- 
ment of the spring, to provide for the tranquillity of Khorassaun, 
Shah Rokh, on the fourteenth of Mohurrem, of the eight hundred and 
seventeenth of the hidjerah,* quitted his winter quarters in Mazan- 
deraun, and, by the way of Damaghaun, proceeded towards Rey. 
On his arrival near the castle of Sheheryaur, adjacent to, or not far 
from that ancient city, several Ameirs who had been employed, on 
the part of Mirza Eskunder, to take possession of Sawah and lay waste 
the intervening territory, came over to the camp of Shah Rokh; easily 
yielding to the persuasion, that having all, either by themselves or 
their fathers, served in the armies of Teymur, their allegiance was 
unquestionably due to his family; but where the claims of the son and 
grandson were brought into competition, that the former was clearly 
entitled to the preference. From thence continuing his march, by 
Sawah, to the gardens of Rustum, within twofarsangs, or about seven 
miles of Isfahaun, Shah Rokh was joined by other respectable Ameirs, 
who embraced the opportunity to abandon the cause of Eskunder. 
Notwithstanding these inauspicious beginnings, the latter did not, 
however, decline to give battle to the superior force of his uncle, 
shortly afterwards; and being defeated, and compelled to shut himself 
up within the walls of Isfahaun, he was there immediately besieged 
by the victorious troops. 

In the mean time, the adherents of Mirza Eskunder, at Shirauz, 
were seized and imprisoned by the principal inhabitants, who proceed- 
ed without delay to proclaim the authority of Shah Rokh; immedi- 
ately dispatching an agent to announce to that monarch the fortunate 
revoluiion that had thus taken place in his favor. The intelligence 
was calculated to produce peculiar satisfaction at such a crisis; and 
Lfitfullah Beyaun Temur, a distinguished officer, was sent express to 
take charge of the revenues of the province. The siege of Isfahaun 

» 4tli of April 1414. 
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was, however, prosecuted with little intermission, and had now con- 
tinued for a period of nearly two months, every attempt at an accom- 
modation having totally failed ; when on the 2il of the former Jum- 
maudy,of the eight hundred and seventeenth of the hidjerah,*theplace 
was attacked by general assault. The conflict was supported, with 
equal resolution and obstinacy, during the whole of the day ; but, on 
the following night, the troops of Shah Rokh succeeded in escalading 
the works, and, finally, in obtaining possession of the town, Mirza Es^ 
kunder retiring into the castle. Rut, on learning that one of his prin- 
cipal officers had deserted and gone over to the enemy, he, with some 
reason, considered his situation as hopeless, and fled the place while 
yet favoied by the darkness of the night; proposing to effect his es- 
cape, if possible, into some of the adjoining districts. The unfortu- 
nate prince was, however, too closely pursued to attain his object ; 
and being very early overtaken in his flight, he was conducted to the 
presence of the Shah; who, toall appearance, seemed disposed on his part 
at least, to treat him with humanity, since he consigned him to the 
care of his brother Riistum — conceiving perhaps, that the rigors of his 
destiny might receive some alleviation from the sympathies of fra- 
ternal affection. In this, nevertheless, his calculations appear to 
have been infinitely wide of the steeling influence of the spirit of 
ambiiM It, which equally spurns at the ties of nature, and the obliga- 
tions of private friendship Mirza Rdstum no sooner found him in 
liis power, than he forever closed his views upon all objects of hu- 
man grandeur, by an immediate application of the searing instrument 
to the eyes of his unhappy brother. 

Thus master of lsfahaun,Shah Rokh immediately conferred the gov- 
ernment of that place, and of the province dependent upon it, on the 
same Mirza Kustum the son of Omar Sheikh; who had served him with 
distinguished valour and fidelity in many of his expeditions, and who 
continued to rule the country with singular ability and moderation, 
for the remainder of liis life. The government of Hamadaun, toge- 
ther with the fortresses of Verfijerd and Nihawend, and the adjoin- 
ing province of Lorristaun, was assigned in perpetual jagnir, or fee, 
to Mirza Baykera; another of the sons of Omar Sheikh, who had ia. 

* lOUi of July 1414. 


A. H.BIT. 

A. 1). 1414. 

KholMUS!it‘f-ul- 

adhbdur. 



5-26 


A. H. ftir 
A. D. 1414. 
Kholausset-ui- 
akbbaur. 


the very flovrer of youth, already displayed the most conspicuous 
proofs of courage and talent ; while that of Rey was generously be« 
'stowed upon Mirza £3'jel the son of Meiran Shah, at this period 
not more than twelve years of age. The territory of Komm was, at 
the same time, consigned by Shah Rokh to Saud>e-Wokauss, one of 
the grandsons of his brother Jahaungueir. Having dispatched this ' 
arrangement of the affairs of Irak, and made some considerable sacri- 
ficesofproperty in order to reconcile the inhabitants of Isfahauii to the 
losses sustained during the recent capture of the city', Shah Rokh left 
that place forShirauz ; where, on his arrival, he proceeded to diffuse 
among the inhabitants, afresh, the blessings of a just and beneficent 
government. He then appointed his own son, Mirza Ibraubim Sultan, 
to preside over Farss, on the death of the gallant Ameir Muzraiib ; 
and quitting the metropolis of Shirauz, shortly afterwards, he pro- 
ceeded by the route of Yezd on his return to Khorassaun ; and cross- 
ing the desert of Mogheishaun, finally reached his capital of Her&t, 
on the S2d of Rudjub of the eight hundred and seventeenth of the 
hidjerah.* In the mean lime it becomes necessary to observe, that 
while he was engaged on this occasion, in establishing his authority 
in Irak Ajem, misunderstandings and jealousies had unfortunately 
arisen between Olugh Beg, and his cousin Mirza Meirek Ahmed; who 
had been placed by Shah Rokh, as formerly noticed, in the govern- 
ment of Ouzkhund, towards the northern extremity of Ferghaunah. 
These jealousies finally terminated in hostilities, the issue of which 
proved unfavorable to Meirek Ahmed ; who was compelled to fly for 
proUction into Maghulstaun. 

Among the events which look place subsequent to the return of 
Shah Rokh to his capital, it has been thought sufficient to notice the 
illness and death of Mirza Eyjel, recently appointed to the govern- 
ment of Rey. The person chosen to succeed him was Mirza A ylen- 
gur the son of Aba Bukker, and grandson of Meiran Shah ; who u'as 
accordingly dispatched, accompanied by a respectable train from 
Khorassaun, to take possession of his government. Next it may 
he necessary to relate, that during the period at which he was direct- 
ing his march towards Isfahann, Ameir Bostauin, who then resided 

* 6tb of October 1414. 
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at his jagueir of SAltauniah under the authority of K&ra YAssuf, had 
embraced the opportunity of conveying his submission to Shah Rokh ; 
in consequence of which, the T&rkoniaun chief some time afterwards 
indicating a design to attack the fortress of Stihauniah, Bostauin 
thought it prudent to abandoa his government, and hastened to place 
himself under the protection of Saud-e-Wokauss, at Komm. With 
great alleged simplicity, or want of judgment, the latter prince con- 
ceived it proper to imprison the fugitive Ameir ; only dispatching to 
announce the circumstance to Shah Rokh. Entirely disapproving of 
this impolitic step, with which he was made acquainted on the loth 
of the former Rebbeia, of the year eight hundred and eighteen,* the 
Shah transmitted orders that Hostaum should be instantly set at large; 
at the same time conveying a letter to the imprisoned chief, apolo- 
gizing, and condoling with him, on the unauthorized harshness of his 
treatment. So far, however, from yielding the slightest attention to 
such orders, Saud-e-Wokauss, seduced by the evil counsels of some 
profligates about his person, immediately went over to join Kkra 
\ussuf, the enemy of his family, taking Ameir Bostaum a prisoner 
in his train; and he was received, with equal kindness and distinction) 
by the Turkoman n. 

Another of the occurrences which marked the crisis under consi- 
deration, wasthedisloyal design of invading the governmentof Shirauz, 
into which the gallant Mirza Bavkera of Hamadaun w'as persuaded 
by the imprudent counsels, and yet unextinguished ambition of his 
brother Eskunder ; who had been permitted to pass his days under 
his protection, from the period at which he was deprived of the 
blessing ot sight, by Mirza Rustum. The latter prince receiving, 
however, intelligence of the design and march of the brothers, imme- 
diately employed a chosen detachment to way- lay them; and the 
troops thus dispatched falling in with those of Mirza Baykera, in the 
neighborhood of Jerbaudegan, his brother Eskunder again bt^came a 
prisoni r with his enemies, and was immediat* ly conveyed to Isfahaun, 
where he was placed in safe custody. This misfortunje produced 
considerable indecision in the pn>ceedings of Mirza Baykera, and he 
semained} for some dayS) stationary at Kundemauii) the position of- 
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M hich we have not hitherto been able to ascertain ; but the ardenrt 
spirit of conquest again reanimaiiug his bosom, he resumed his march 
for Shirauz. In the mean time, fully apprized of his intentions, 
Mirza Ibrauhim Sikltan, at the head of a numerous and well appoint* 
ed army, was advancing from that city to oppose him, and at thesta* 
tion of Beyza, perhaps Obedah, the two kinsmen came to a battle ; 
Mirza Baykera, with the small body of troops under his standard, the 
greater part w iihout defensive armour of any description, preparing 
for the conflict, with all the precision of inaturer discipline, and 
more powerful resources. At the first onset, Ibrauhim Sultan com* 
pletely drove before him the right and left vvings of his adversar}' ; 
but Ameir Jullaul-ud-deiii Abu S&eid, who commanded the right 
wing of Mirza Baykera, hastening to the support of his prince in the 
centre, instead of quitting the field of battle with the I'ugitives, Bay* 
kera, with admirable promptitude and intrepidity of uiiiid, iinmedi* 
ately determined in conjunction with AbuSbeid, to make a desperate 
push against the main body of the tioops of Shirauz, and succeeded 
to the utmost of his expectations. Ibrauhim Sultan was unable to 
withstand the fury of this onset, and, retiring from the field, made the 
best of his way towards Aberkouh; whither he had already had the 
precaution to dispatch his mother, together with the most valuable of 
his effects, from Shirauz. In consequence of his victory, Mirza 
Baykera entered that city, the metropolis of Suliman as it is fre* 
quently denominated by the Orientals, without further opposition, 
towards the latter end of the former Rebheia, of the eight hundred 
and eighteenth of the hidjerah.* In the mean time, Mirza Kustum 
at Isfahaiin, had taken care to dispatch the unfortunate cause of 
these evils, his brother Eskunder, to explore the regions of another 
world. 

When, on the othei hand, intelligence of these unlocked for chan* 
ges was r*C( ived at the court of Shah U<>kh. that ninnaich proceed- 
ed witbont dela\ to deliberate, with his ministers, on the measures to 
be pursued for the speedy re>estahlishmei>t of his authority ; and 
having soon assembled a very powerful army tor that purpose, he 
took bis departure lor Shirauz, by the apparenth circuitous route of 

* fiegianiDg of J uue 1416. 
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Jduni, Bestaiim, Rev, Komm, Kashaun, and Isfahaun, on the 17th A. 11 . Rift, 
of the latter Jummaudy, of tlie same year;* Mirza Ibrauhim Sul- 
tan having been already sent in advance with a respectable force, akliblur-** 
in the hope of being able to reduce his revolted kinsman to his 
duty. In the course of the march a dispatch from Oliigh Beg at 
Samarkand, announced the death of Mahommed Khaun, monarch of 
Moghulstaiin, and the accession of Xekhsh-e-j.ihaun, grandson of 
Khezzer Khoujah Oghlan, to the throne of Moghul Tartary. To 
proceed, however, with the narrative, Mirza Baykera, ri jecling all 
thouglits of accommodation, had shut himself up in Shirauz, in the 
belief that Shah Kokh was not in person with his army; but when, 
in consequence of a communication from Mirza Ibrauhim, that mon- 
arch appeared himself in the neigliborhootl, Mirza Baykera could no 
longer affect to doubt the circ«;mstance, and immediately gave him- 
self up to the most discouraging apprehensions. Under more favora- 
ble circumstances having, however, cultivated a very intimate friend- 
ship w ith Mirza Baysungur, one of the sons of the Shah, he conceived 
the expedient of employ ing his faithful dependent Aim Saeid, recently 
mentioned, to endeavor to peisuade that young prince to become 
bis mediator for pardon with his father. Mirza Baysungur experi- 
enced no difficulty in introtliicing Abii Saeid to the presence of liis 
father, to whom he communicated, without reserve, the object of his 
visit. The agent was very favorably received by Shah Kokh, who 
evinced afresh the natural clemency' of his disposition, by readily 
yii Iding to the intercession of his son, in behalf of Jiis revolted kins- 
man; whose guilt he then promised to consign to oblivion. Return- 
iu"- immcdiatelv to Shirauz, Aineir Abu Saeid communicated without 
delay to Mirza Baykera, the encouraging result of his mission ; and 
on Sunday evening, accordingly, of the oth of Ramzaiin,-|- the latter 
prince hastenetl from the city, to present himself to bis uiicb*; who, 
so far faithful to his engagement, torbore to offer the sliglitest injury 
to the person of the shalizadah. But to guard against any future at- 
tempts of his anihilion, he dispatched him in the custody of those in 
• S3ril ttf .\tigust 1413. Our imiuorlal Harry V. iaiulcd iu l'rd.ice on t lie lslof.Vu"ust 
of tilt* &auie 

t 6lli ofNovember 1415. 

TUL. ill. S Y 
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A. H. A18 19. whom he couIJ safely confide to Kandahaur; where he was destined 

A O. I4t5 ic. remain under the supervision of Mirza Keydou the son of Peir 

Kholaus*et-ui< ,, , i . • 

akhbaur. Mabonimed Jahangueir. 

Shah Kokh continued at Shirauz for the remaining part of the month 
of llamzaun ; restoring the government of that city, and the province 
of Farss, to his son Ibrauhim Sultan. At the same time, he conceived 
it prudent to consign the territory and cities of Komm, Kashaun, 
Ke}', and R6stuiiiiiaur,to the boundaries of Guil&n, to the able ma- 
nagement of the veteran Eliauss, or Elias Khaujah — probably as the 
best qualified to resist the encroachments of Kiira Yussuf, and the 
Turkomauns. Having then made a sliort excursion to Kauzerfiii, at 
the foot of the mountains, in order to visit the tomb of Sultan Sheikh 
Abu lshauk,aiid of other celebrated Peirs in that district, the Shah 
finally quitted Shirauz, directing his march towards Kermaun, with 
the design of reducing the whole of tiiat province under his authority. 
But on reaching Seirjaun, Sevud Shumsrud-dein Ally the Bemmian 
repaired to his presence, in behalf of Sultan Aweiss, the ruler of the 
country, to implore that, in compassion to the inhabitants, he would 
continue his march for Khorassaun, without entering the province ; 
and engaging, in that case, by all the means in his power, at a proper 
period, to conduct the Sultan to do unqualifit-d homage in his pre- 
sence. Incompliance with the intreaties ofthisSeyud, Shah Rokh, 
immediately recalled the detachments which had been already sent off 
towards Jireft, and the Gurrumseyr, and withdrew through the desert, 
into Khorassaun; returning to Her&t in the middle of Mohurrem, of 
the eight hundred and nineteenth of the hidjerah.* We cannot here 
omit to observe, from the Rouzut-ys-suffu, that during the 818th of 
the hidjt rah, Shah Rokh ordered the castle of Ekhtianr-ud*dein, con- 
tiguous to the northern wall of Heiat and originally erected by Melek 
Fakher-ud dein of the race of Guerret, but subsequently demolished 
by Teymur, to beentirel\ rebuilt from the foundations; a labour which, 
according to some written memorials that escaped the ravages of time, 
required the ex- rtions of no less than seven hundred thousand work- 
men to carry to its accomplishment — but for what period is not exactly 
explained. 


* Middleof March 1416. 
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It was onhis return from Shirauz, on this occasion, that Shah Rokh 
invested his son Baysungur, with the important office of first minister 
of his Diwaun — president of the council of state perhaps — which he 
retained, with equal credit to himself and advantage to the people, 
during the remainder of his life. Much about the same crisis, Mirza 
Meirek Ahmed the son of Omar Sheikh, whom we have recently 
mentioned as having been constrained to retire into Moghfilstaun, in 
consequence of hostilities with Olugh Beg, thought it prudent to 
return and claim the protection of the Shah, who received him with 
equal kindness and indulgence. Nevertheless, a very short time 
afterwards, he was detected in concert with Mirza Aylengur, one of 
the grandsons of Meiran Shah, hatching fresh plots of sedition and 
hostility, which did not, however, escape the vigilance of his protec- 
tor. While he was engaged in developing the mazes, and provid- 
ing against the effects of this plan of treason and ingratitude, Shah 
Kokh received a dispatch also from Mirza Keydou, at Kandahaur, in 
which that prince announced a conspiracy against himself on the part 
of Mirza Baykera, in consequence of which, he had found it expedient 
to place his person under restraint, until he should receive instruc- 
tions from HerSt, in what manner he was to be further disposed of. 
In reply to this, Mirza Keydou was desired to convey his turbulent 
kinsman across the Indus, with permission to proceed to whatever 
quarter he chose in that direction. With regard to Mirza Meirek 
Ahmed, and the associate of his designs Mirza Aylengur, the former 
was significantly advised to make the pilgrimage to Mekkab, and the 
latter to try the effect of a voyage to sea ; and proper persons were 
employed to take care that they disposed of themselves, precisely in 
the manner thus indicated to them. At all events, they are described 
to have departed, never after to be heard of. With respect to Mirza 
Baykera, Mirza Keydou ventured to deviate from the letter of his 
instructions, by declining the hazard of dismissing that prince to take 
his range among the nations on the other side the Indus ; on the con- 
trary, when Shah Rokh was on his march towards Kandahaur, du- 
ring the eight hundred and twentieth of the hidjerah, the captive 
prince was conveyed, in conformity with subsequent orders, to the 
royal camp, from whence he was immediately sent towards Samarkand;; 
and of him also w'e have no further information.. 


A. H.8l» 

A. D.1416. 
Kilolausset-ul • 
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It has been rpcently observed, that a certain Seyud Shums-iid-dein 
Bemmi had undertaken, at a particular period, to conduct Sultan 
Aneiss of Kermaun, to tlie presence of Shah Rokh, provided the 
royal armies should be made to withdraw, without committing further 
depredations upon the inhabitants. It now appears, that on returning 
from his interview with the Shah to the capital of Kennaun, the 
Seynd found, nevertlieless, that his influence was not sufficiently 
strong with the Sultan, to prevail upon him to accompany him to 
court; and he was thertfore constrained to ptoceed to Herat alone, 
in order to report his failure. This, as might have I)een e.xpected, 
produced considerable n s< ntment in the mintl of Shah llokh ; and 
the Ameirs llirauhim son of ,lahann Shah Berlas, and Hussun Sonfl'y 
Teikhan, with the governors of Kerah and Seiestaun, at the head ofa 
powerful body of troops, were directi d, bv that monarch, to proceed 
immediatelv to theeflectual reduetion of Kermaun. Having entered 
the province accordingly, these chi« fs conipelled the Sultan to shut 
himself ttp in his capital, in which he was some time afierwards 
closely invested. When, however, lie had sustainrd a siege of sc'venty 
days, Sultan Aweiss sent a deputation to propose that his besiegers 
should again withdraw; and, providtd their sovereign would promise 
on his part once more to forgive liis disobedience, to engage now most 
faithfully to convey himself, in a posture the most bumble and aiiject, 
to do homage of duty in the royal presmee. These proposals were 
transmitted to court, without delay, bv the besieging generals ; and 
they were informed, in reply, that if Sultan Aweiss wt re truly sincere 
in his professions, it behoved him immediately to dispatch a person 
in his confidence to Herat, in order to furnish some pledge for the 
performance of his engagements — in which case the hesi- ging army 
might suspend their operations; otherwise they wep'on no consider- 
ation whatever to quit Kermaun, until the capital was aciually iti 
their possession. The orders which they had received were punc- 
tually made known to Sultan .Aweiss, by the generals of Shah Rokh, 
and that chief accordingly fixed upon Sheikh Hussuti, an officer in 
his confidence, to proceed to the presence of the Shah as lie had 
been required to do; and the agent thus employed having b^eii ad- 
mitted to an interview with the monarch, on his arrival at ileritt, 
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exp'Tienced but little difficulty in obtaijiing from him a solemn en- 
giijTf nit'nt,on oath, that so far from entertaining any design hostile to 
the p. rsr'ii of the Sultan, he should treat him wiih disti!)guished 
kindness, whenever he chose to make his appearance. The agent re- 
tnined immediately into Kertnaun ; and having faithf'iillv advertised 
Snlt.’.n Aweiss of ail that had occurred diniri'.* his mission, the latter 
divested himself of all further apprehension, and repaired to Herat; 
win re, according to our author, he experieinred from Shah Ptokli, the 
most abundant proot of the benevolent and bounteous disposition of 
that n-onarch. J ome months al'terwards, it liowevtr appears, that he 
w as conducted to pass his days in <-xiU’ at Samarkand. 

So far back as the beginning of the former Ueob. ia,* Shah Beha-ud- 
dtin ^’eiigiii Shah, one of the princes of l{udd.ikhsliaun, had arrived 
at lleiat, tvi complain of f lie djstiiroances occasioned in that country, 
tliioiigli the refractory and licentious measures pursued by his brothers* 
In C'.nsi t|iience of tliis it was determined, on the part of Sltah Rokh, 
tv» confu' the government of that inacctssiole province upon his soft 
Sc\ urghetniesh, at lliis period about nineteen years of age; andaccor- 
dingl\, lowaids the close of the same year, the eigitt hundred and 
nineteenth of ilie lii.ij- rali.'l’ he was rlisspatched, accompanied by the 
above monliened Yengtii Shah, to take possession. Towards the 
end of the latter Ilebbeia ot the year 82().J the author ofthe Rouzut- 
ns-siilj‘.i notices tlie honorable dismission a second embassy from 
Laeiiiijing Ivliauit, the emperor ol China, with suitable presents for 
tiiut nionarch ; after iiaving participated in a spmptuoiis entertainment 
gIvv Si to Olugh Ib g, at this p« rif d on a vi^it at Ids father's court, 
from Samarkand; and, on the 10th of the former Jummaudt.§ we 
find recorded the birth of A lla- ud-doulah, one ofthe sons of Mirza 
Baysungur, who will be frequ»*ntly mentioned hereafter. On the 
10th of Rudjnb of the same yeai-K Shah Rokh proceeded from He- 
rat on an expedition towards Kaiidahaur, destined to the chasiisc- 
ment of the Afghan, and llazaurah tribes, in that neighborhood. 
On the 14th of Sliiibaun,** he encamped on the river Heirmund, and 
Was there joint d by his son Seyflrghetmesh, aciomparued !ry the 

• Miu l-i e i January 1417. 1 Beginiiiimof June 1417- 

$ l&lli ol June 1417. I 22ad of August. <»* 2Slli of September. 
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A. H. 82A( Ameirs Ibrauhim son of Jahaun Shah, and Noashirvaun, from I)ud> 
A. D. 1417. ju](g|)auD, which he appears to have placed under the authority of 
same Yengui Shah already described; and on. the 29 d of the 
same month, Shah Rokh arrived in the vicinity of Kandahaur. In 
the following month of Ramzaun,* a deputation composed of the 
chief magistrates, and principal inhabitants of Gheznein, appeared to 
do homage to the authority of the Shah ; but soon afterwards, a 
person from the camp of Mirza Keydou brought intelligence that 
that prince had suddenly, and unaccountably, withdrawn himself from 
the same authority. This information was received with an appear- 
ance of indifference by Shah Rokh, who merely observed that Key- 
dou had peradventure been seized with some absurd and groundless 
alarm, without considering it at all necessary to order any one in 
pursuit of the fugitive. On the 9 th of the same month of Ramzaun 
a second messenger arrived to announce that, neither at Kabul nor 
Gheznein, was there left a vestige of or any one belonging to the ab- 
sconded Mirza ; and Ameir Ibrauhim the son of Jahaun Shah was 
then, and not before, dispatched to that quarter, with instructions, 
should the misguided prince make his appearanee, to invite him to 
an accommodation ; to which, if he acceded, Ameir Ibrauhim was. 


without further advice, to invest him with the government of Ghez- 
nein ; otherwise, he was to take possession of the whole of the coun- 
try, in behalf of the Shah. 

In the mean time, presents to a considerable extent, in horses and 
camels, were conveyed to court on the part of the chiefs of the Ila- 
zaurah districts, together with concessions sufficiently satisfactory 
on the subject of tribute and allegiance ; after which, Shah Rokh 
returned from Kandahaur to the banks of the Heirmund, where he 


bad determined to take up his winter quarters. During the period 
in hich he remaintd in cantonments on that river, he suffered by a 
fall from his horse, some material injury in one of his arms, or pel baps 
hands ; and a certain Oustaud Mciriig, eminent for his skill in surgery, 
although, by profession, an artificer of bows and arrows, was sent for 
in all haste from H* rfkt, in order to undertake the cure ; which he ap^ 
pears to have accomplished without much difficulty. It was during^ 

* ISth of October, 
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the same period of inaction, that the office of Vezzeir was lodged in 
the hands of Gheyauth-ud-dein Peir Ahmed, of Khawauf, by whom 
it was retained to the very conclusion of the reign of Shah Rokh. 
Ameir Ibrauhim the son of Jahaun Shah had, towards the end of the 
month of Ramzaun,* already returned from his mission towards Ka« 
bOI and Gheznein, and announced that Mirza Keydou was on his 
way to the royal presence, in order to make his submission. Ameir 
Sheikh Lukman Berlaus, on the contrary, who had been dispatched 
among the Hazaurah tribes, in order to collect the stipulated tribute, 
transmitted information that, after a residence of several days, instead 
of fnlfilling their engagements, he found them disposed, under every 
possible pretext, to protract and elude the payments for which they 
had pledged themselves. In consequence of this, the Ameirs Ma- 
hommed Souffy, and Moussa, were necessarily employed, by order of 
the Shah, to over-run and lay waste the country; which having exe- 
cuted, and further sufficiently chastised the insolence of these re- 
fractory hordes, they rfjoined the camp of their sovereign on the 
Heirmund. 

At the commencement of the spring, or moderate season, of the 
891st of the hidjerah, Shah Rokh nominated Mirza Sunjur, another 
of the sons of Peir Mahommed Jahangueir, assisted by the Ameirs 
Yadgaur Shah Erlaut, Feyrouz Shah, and Alleikah, to maintain good 
order and tranquillity in this quarter; with instructions, when Mirza 
Keydou should present himself in conformity with his promise, to 
conduct him to Herat ; otherwise, to employ the force under his au- 
thority, in order to seize and bring him to court by compulsion. Shah 
Rokh then broke up from his winter quarters ; and, proceeding into 
Khorassaun, entered the capital on the second day of Mohurrem,of the 
year just mentioned.'!’ In the early part of the former Rebbeia.J in- 
telligence was received of the death, in Azerbaijaun,of Mirza Saud-e- 
Wokauss, the son of Mahommed Sdltan, son of Jahangueir; of whose 
ill-advised and unprovoked flight from Komm, and detection to K&ra 
Yussuf, notice was formerly taken. In the mean time, the Ameirs 
employed in the government of Kandahaur succeeded at last, in pre- 
* Beginning of November A. D. 1417. f 8th of February J418. 

t Beginning of April. 
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vailing upon Mirza Keydou to accompany them to ihe presence of 
bis uncle; and bein^ soon afterwards, accord inerly, conducted to 
Ileiat, he there appears to have experienced from Shah Rokh, those 
proofs of regard and indulgence, which, from his dilatory and evasive 
conduct, he had possibly little reason to expect. Shortly after'.vards, 
information was received that the Shahs, or petty princes of llnd> 
dukhshaun, w’ere again in a state of revolt; in consequence of which, 
Mirza Seyurghetmesh was a second time dispatched to that quarter, 
accompanied by some of the most distinguished Ameirs of Klioras* 
saun, together with a body of troops collected from the provinces of 
Kandahaur, Bakalaun, and Arheng, in order to reduce these refrac* 
tory mountain chiefs once more to their allegiance. When the 
Shahzadah had, however, reached the station of Keshem, and had been 
further reinforced by five thousand of the troops of Transoxiana, the 
son of Shah Behk-ud>dein, tlie paramount prince of the country, sent 
his agent, Khaujah Tauje>ud-dein llussun Attaur, one of the most 
learned men of liis age, to the presence of Shah Kokh, with the most 
submissive professions of duty and loyalty, and a specific and formal 
engagement to remit, without further failure, the stipulated tribute to 
the royal exchequer. The mediation of Khaujah Hussun wasfavorably 
received by Shah Rokh, and he consented to overlook the recent 
disobedience of the Buddukhshanian chiefs; whom he now reconfirm- 
ed in their authority. Seyurghetmesh and the troops under his eders 
were then recalled into Khorassaun. 

It has been already observed, that Mirza Keydou had, to all ap- 
pearance, been completely restored to the favor of his royal relative. 
Is evertheless, forgetful of his numerous obligations, and mindful only 
of the power winch be had lost, the young prince suffered himself to 
be again led astray by the counsels of the evil disposed ; and on the 
pight of the 19ib of Rudjub,* suddenly withdrew from Herkt, taking 
the road towards Kandahaur. Being, however, immediately and 
vigorously pursued by Mirza Baysungur, he was after sustaining 
several desperate attacks on his march, at last compelled to surrender 
bis person to that prince, at the town pf Seberzj and being secun ly 
conduct ed back again to Herat, he was now closely imprisoned in 

* 21st of Aai;ust 14itf. 
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the citadel of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein. The government of the whole of the 
provinces of Kandahaur, Kabul, and Gheznein, was, after this, final* A. D. 1419 -I42Q» 
ly vested in Mirza Seyhrghetmesh, at this period about twenty years *^*akbbaur[“^' 
of age. 

In the course of the month of Shabaun, of what would appear to 
be the eight hundred and twenty-second of the hidjerah,* according 
to the statements of the Rouzut-us-sufla, Shah Rokh, led by his 
ardent zeal and veneration for the family of the prophet, and for the 
memory of the righteous Iinaums, was engaged in a visit of devotion 
to the mausoleum of Ally Ruzza, at Mdsh-hed; where he now caused 
a superb lamp of gold, some time since prepared by the most skilful 
workmen, under his instructions, to be suspended to the dome of the 
sacred shrine. On a former visit, the royal consort, Gouher-shaud Aga, 
had laid the foundation of a noble mosque, by the side of the mauso- 
leum; and, as it was now nearly completed, the structure was viewed 
by the Shah, with equal admiration and applause, both with respect 
to the elegance of the design, and to the beauty and delicacy of the 
workmanship. During his residence here, on this occasion, Shah 
Rokh moreover designed, and carried into execution, the plan of a 
fair palace and suite of gardens to the eastward of the town, to serve 
for his accommodation during any future visit to the sepulchre of the 
Imaum. He then proceeded to the neighboring city of Touss, where 
he further signalized his benevolent disposition, by various acts of 
charity extended to the devout mendicants, and other classes of the 
poor, settled about that place: after which he took his departure for 
Herkt, which he reached on the first day of Ramzaun.-f While Shah 
Rokh was absent on this visit to the shrine of Ally Ruzza, the am- 
bassadors of Khat&i again made their appearance at Her^t, for the 
third time since his accession, with an infinite variety of presents, 
and with letters of the most friendly tendency from Dkeyming Khaun, 
the Chinese emperor still on the throne. The nature and objects of 
this embassy have, it seems, been described at large by other authors : 
it has been considered sufficient to mention, in this place, that it was 
accompanied by Ardesheir Nowkei, the ambassador of Her^t, who 
had proceeded with the former mission on its departure for China.. 

• August 1419.' t 20thofSeptemb€rllJ9.' 
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4*D 1^^1420 event which has been thought worthy of reconl, was the 

* K h o iiius8<t .u|i o" ®*™® month,* of the daughter of Shuroma- 

akhtenr. . jahaun, monarch of the country of the Moghhls; whom Shah Rokh 
had demanded as the bride of his son Mirza Mahommed Joukv, then 
jfl his eighteenth year, a splendid entertainment being provided for 
the reception of this princess, by the queen consort Gouher>shaud 
Aga. The nuptials of the illustrious pair weresoon afterwards solemn* 
ized with the usual forms, and with a magnificence proportioned 
to their exalted birth. The succeeding winterf was passed by Shah 
Rokh, at Baudgheiss; and it was then finally determined, as soon as 
the necessary arrangements should have been completed, to carry into 
execution the designs against Kara Yussuf and the Tiirkomaun 
government of Azerbkijaun: which had been so long procrastinated, in 
consequence alone of the domestic troubles hitherto prevailing, 
throughout the possessions of the house of Teymur. 

From the period at which the unfortunate Meiran Shah perished, in 
the conflict with the troops of Kara Ydssuf, the project of avenging 
the death of his brother had, indeed, never been totally laid aside by 
Shah Rokh.' But, in the eight hundred and twenty third of the hid* 
jerah, when the whole of the territory of Khorassaun, with Mazaii* 
deraun, Mawer*un>neher, Buddukhshaun, Kabul, Gbeznein, Seies* 
taun, Kermaun, Farss, and Irak Ajera, had been entirely subjugated, 
and relieved from the mischiefs of internal hostility, the Shah con- 
ceived that the moment was arrived when he should retaliate the 
injuries of his family : and accordingly, having already assembled a 
part of his troops, he proceeded, on the fifteenth of the month of 
Shabaun of the year just mentioned,^ from Herkt, on his march for 
Azerb4ijaun. 

RonzuNus- On the 19th of the following month of Ramzaun,§ he had not yet 
***^*‘ advanced beyond the precincts of the town of Jaum. On the 18th he 
passed by thecityof Neyshapfir; on the 99th he arrived at Baharabad, 
where he remained to celebrate the festival at the conclusion of R^m- 
saun; and on the 6th of Shavaul.]] he encamped among the meadows 
■of Kherkan. On the lOtb of the same month he reached Daroaghaun, 

^ Mttb of October 1419. t Of 1420. } 24tb of August 1420. 

4 lOtb of Srpteraber. U 13Ui of October. 
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in the neifi^hborhood of which town, several elephants were conveyed 
to his camp from the province of Mazanderaun, where it would appear 
that they had been kept for the convenience of subsistance. On the 
14th he had continued his march to Semnaun ; and on the 90th* he 
arrived, through the defiles of Oerrah-nimmek. [the salt pass,] in the 
territory of Veraumin. In the mean time he had, at successive stages, 
been j lined by the several contingents from the different provinces 
under his authority; so that at this period, according to a regular list 
of enrolments presented by the Towatcheis, or commissaries of array, 
his army, in cavalry alone, amounted to no less than two hundred 
thousand men. 

The pp parations of Kara Y(!issnfon the other hand, were on a scale 
not less formidable and extensive; and he had already encamped, at 
the head of a very numerous and well appointed force, in the neigh> 
borhood of Oujaun. Such indeed was the degree of awe, with which 
the nobles of the court of Shah Rokh had been generally inspired, by 
the known courage and martial skill of the warlike Turkoman, that 
many of them began to sink under discouraging speculations. Among 
other reflections it did not fail to occur to them, that while the horses 
of the Turkomaunian army were fresh and full of vigor, those of their 
antagonists were fatigued, and exhausted, by their long and w'earisome 
marches from various distant quarters; and it was moreover observed, 
that the w'inter was now close at hand. But on those who had wit- 
nessed so many olistacles surmounted, and perplexities dispelled, 
through the unvarying ascendancy of Shah Rokh's fortune, these 
considerations produced but little impression. Ameir Shah Melek 
bad, it would appear, some time since already dispatched one of his 
officers to Kara YAssuf, to remind him in a sort of friendly way, how 
carefully it behoved the prudent man to avoid every circumstance 
that had a tend* ncy to bring reproach on, or ^o tarnish a well earned 
fame ; but if it had already unfortunately happened that something 
of the kind should have occurred on his part, it was not yet impos- 
sible, by seasonable concessions, to secure the indulgence of Shah 
Rokh; neither could it by any one be ascribed to him as a reproach, 
that he should have availed himself of the earliest convenient opppr*.. 

* 27tb of October. 
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A. H. 82S424. tunitv to accommodate hie differences with so august, and raagnani- 

A. D. 1480-I421. ^ u .u • iru a 

— mous a monarch, as the sovereign of Khorassaun. As some repara- 
Roumt-us- ... 

suflii. tion for past injuries it wast however, an indispensable pn liminaryt 
that the Turkomaun should relinquish his possession of both Shi- 
tauniah and Kazvein, which be now held in direct dehauce of the 
authority of the Shah. 

Confident in the immensity of his resources, and in the attachment 
of the neighboring pow ers, Kara Yussuf received this overture with 
he highest disdain; shutting up the messenger by whom it wascon- 
veyed in the prisons of Tebreiz, and immediately assembling the 
troops from every part of the territory subject to his authority — with 
the determination to contend, to the utmost extremity, in support of 
his usurpations. Apprized of this resolution, Sliali Rokh, rejecting 
from his mind all furtiier earthly expedients, betook himself in hum- 
ble supplication to him, whose attention is never withheld from the 
prayers of the faithful, the sure hope of the distressed, earnestly im- 
ploring his aid to bear him triumphant, through the enterprize in 
which he was engaged. Through the agt ncy of some invisible and 
mysterious power, it is said to have been announced to liim, that his 
prayers were heard; and the reciters of the Koun, of whom there 
were numbers in constant attendance, were in consequence immedi- 
ately directed to repeat the Sourut-ul-Fateha, or chapter of victory 
at the commencement of the Koran, twelve thousand times over. 
Thus armed at all points, Shah Rokh dispatched Ameir Yfissiif 
Khaujali, with one thousand horse towards Kazvein, which was taken 
possession of without difficulty; the governor abandoning the place 
at the approach of that officer, and retiring to Shltauniah. Ameir 
Jahaun Shah, one of the sons of Kkra YCissuf, was at this crisis, in 
charge of the government of Suitauniah ; and no circumstance was 
omitted, on his part, to provide for the resolute and effectual defence 
of the city entrusted to his care, the moment be became apprized, by 
the fugitives from Kazvein, that the troops of Shah Rokh were ad- 
vancing in that direction. 

But at the very moment that the armies of Shah Rokh were entering 
Irhk and Ameir Jahaun Shah had completed his arrangements 

for the defence of Sfiltauniab, ao express from Tebreiz arrived to an- 
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nounce to the latter the death of his father, at Oujaun, on thursday 
the 7th of Zilkauclah, of the eight hundred and twenty>third of the 
hidjerah ;* and a messenger from Kazvein immediately afterwards 
conveyed the intelligence to Shah Rokli, now encamped in the neigh* 
borhood of Rty. Such is described, at the same time, to have been 
the consternation into which the Turkomans were thrown by this 
event, that, although none of the Khorassaunian troops had yet shewn 
themselves further to the westward than Rev, which appears to be 
at least twenty leagues from Oujaun, they instantly dispersed in ever^ 
diriction; leaving, in the encampment, of the whole of that immense 
army, not a single individual of the numerous train of their late pu- 
issant chief. The tents of the departed monarch were rifled by a 
\a\\ It ss banditti ; his Itftless corse was stripped of its apparel ; and 
the very ears cut off, for the gold rings which were suspended to 
ilieni. riie body was, nevertheless, subsequently conveyed to Arjeis, 
()i -Arjislu on the lake of Van, and there quietly deposited in the 
j)ul( lire ol the family. 

Ill oiis( (]uonce of these events, Mirza Baysungur w'as detached 
miiWwdiiiti K tow ards Tebroiz; while Shah llokh in person, proposing 
to lake up . is "s tbr the winter at K’^rabaugh, directed his 

march to the u .r by SiJtauniah, Ardebeil, and Moghaun, and 

t rousing ilie Araxes on tlie 8th of Zilhudje, encamped at Karabaugh 
on the follow mg day.f 

In the mean time, Mirza Daysungur had entered the metropolis of 
Tcbrci^ tow ards the middle of the month of ZiJkaudah,;}: and pro* 
cetded, without delay, to exert his authoiity for the establishment 
of a just and eriuitable government ; after which, and when he had 
secured the submission of Ameir BabajeeGaoroudy, who had hither- 
to stood on his defence, from an apprehension of punishment for his 
treatment of Ameir Jahaun Shah Jaukou, whom, under the authority 
of Mirza Omar the son of Meiran Shah, he had cut off in retaliation 
for the death of his father, the young prince hastened also to the 
general winter quarters at Kkrabaugh. 

We cannot omit to remark in this place, from the Roiizut-us-sufi^, 
the circumstance of a fourth embassy from Daeyming Khaun re- 
* ISlh November 1420. t Mth December. j About 19 th November. 
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A. H.824i ceived, towards the commencement of the eight-hundred andtwenty 
‘ Bffwrvt **’® hidjerah, by Oldgh beg at Samarkand, on its return- 

sufla. from the presence of Shah Rokh.* This mission ileft Samarkand on> 
its way to China, on the first.day of Sufiiur ;'f and it was accompanied- 
on the present occasion, by the following individuals .deputed by 
the Tcheghataian princes, and their dependents,. Ameir Shaitdy 
Khoujah, on the part of Shah Rokh ; Sultan Ahmed, and Khaujab 
Gbeyauth'ud'deio Nekaush, [a painter], on that of Mirza Baysun- 
gur; Ameir Hussun, and Pehlewaun Jummaul, on the part of Mirza 
Ibrauhim SMtan, from Shirauz ; Ameir Erkedauk, on the part of 
Mirza Seydrghetmesh, from Gheznein ; A-rdowaun from Ameir Shah 
Melek, as prince of Khaurezm ; and lastly Khaujah Tauje-ud-dein, 
from the tributary princes of Buddukhsbaun. Besides these they 
were attended, moreover, by a number of merchants, and other adven- 
turers, from different parts of the Persian territory, desirous of em- 
bracing the opportunity of the journey to China. Neither is it 
uninteresting to notice the construction, about the same period, of ai^ 
observatory at Samarkand, by Mirza OlAgh Beg, the most important 
result of which was the formation of the Zeytch>e>jedeid-e>Coure- 
kauni, or. new astronomical tables of OIfkgh Beg; subsequently in 
general use for th«r calculations, among the Oriental astronomers. 

Kbolausset ul- Early, in the spring of the year eight hundred and twenty-four, the- 
Shah broke up from his winter quarters at Kkrabaugh ; and having- 
recFossed the Araxes, on the Sd of the former Jummaudy,;]: he was 
prevailed upon by the reports of the country, shortly afterwards, to 
attack the fortress of Bayezzid, then in the hands of the officers of 
Ameir Aspend the son of Khra Yhssuf. The place, noth.witstanding. 
it was furnished with every species of supply, and with stores of 
every discription, in the utmost abundance, was, however, taken 
possession of, on the very day of its investiture, the 93d of the month 
of Jummaudy. On. the l6th of the latter month of that name,§jShah. 
Rdkh encamped in the neighborhood of Arjeis, near the northern 
ancle of the lake of Van ; and on the following day his standard was. 
displayed in the territory of Atikbulauk. From hence be permitted 
* This on retrospection however, must have been that which yisited Shah ftokh in th^ 
numtk. of R amzaua, of the preceding year. 

t 4Ui.February 1421. ; 5tb ofMay 1421. § Htb ofJuue. . 
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the governors of the surrounding provinces, who hastened to his 
presence in great numbers, during his progress through the country, 
to return, loaded with favors, to their respective places of abode; after 
which, he appears to have changed the direction of his march, and 
proceeded towards Tebreiz. 

In the course of this march, intelligence was, however, conveyed 
to him, that £»k under and Aspend, the sons of K&ra YCkssuf, had 
contrived to reassemble a powerful body of troops; with which they 
evinced a determined design, at the first opportunity, to repossess 
themselves of the metropolis of Tebreiz. In consequence of such 
information, Shah Rokh conceived it expedient to return towards 
Adeljouz ahd Ekhlaut, both on the lake of Van, in quest of the 
enemy, who were encamped in a position between those two places. 
The Turkoman chiefs do not appear to have declined the conflict, to 
which they were brought in the latter end of the month of Rudjub.* 
On this occasion, apprehensive of the impression which the elephants 
with the army of the Shah might produce upon their horses, the 
Turkomans are described to have formed models of clay in the shape 
of that stupendous animal, cased in iron harness, before which, they 
had for some time previously exercised their cavalry, in order to ac- 
custom them to the sight. Be this, however, as it may, the con- 
tending armies engaged for the whole of the first day, without de- 
cisive advantage on either side. The conflict of the second day 
terminated in the same manner. But on the third day, which is 
stated to have been the first of Shabaun,'f’ although the left wing of 
the army of Shah Rokh is acknowledged to have been defeated by 
the impetuosity of the Turkomans, the victory was finally decided in 
favor of the Shah ; principally through the address of his general the 
veteran Shah Melek, who caused it to be suddenly proclaimed from 
the centre, that Ameir Aspend the son of K4ra Yfissu-f was his pris- 
oner. Panic-stricken by the report of his brother*s misfortune, 
Esk under and his troops almost immediately quitted the field of 
battle, and were pursued with considerable slaughter by the now 
victorious Shahrokhians. 

On the day subsequent to that of his victory, w'hich is represented 
4o have been gained at a place called Ateshguerd, Shah Rokh resutB- 

* JBnd of July. 31st of July. 
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A. H. 8S4-830. ed his march, by the way of Khoui, for Tebreiz ; where he appeara- 
A. D.^i4aim27. jjjjyg arrived, without further obstacle, about the middle of the 
akhbaur. MRie mouth of Shabaun. From Tebreiz, he proceeded some time af- 
terwards to Kazvein, whence the Mirzas Ibrauhim Soltan, and Rds- 
turn, were permitted to take their departure, the one for Shirauz, 
and the other for his government of Isfahaun. On entering the 
frontiers of Khorassaun, towards the beginning of Ramzaun, Shah 
Melek was also permitted to take his departure, by the way of 
Asterabad, for his government of Khaurezm : and on the 19th of 
the succeeding month of Shavaul, of the eight hundred and twenty- 
fourth of the hidjerah,* Shah Rokh returned once more in triumph 
to his capital of Herkt. Shortly afterwards, the ambassadors of 
Khuzzer Khaun, monarch of Dehly, made tireir appearance at Hei&t, 
with some curious and valuable presents from their master ; among 
these, not the least curious esteemed, was a G6rgdenn, or Rhinoceros, 
which excited extraordinary admiration by its prodigious strength, 
and the impenetrability of its hide. 

The succeeding years 8Sd, 8S6, and 827i appear to have passed 
away, without the occurrence of any thing of sufficient importance 
to engage the attention of the historian ; Shah Rokh being employed,, 
during the whole of this period, within his province of Khorassaun, 
in the tranquil pursuits of peace, and in promoting the happiness of 
his people, by an impartial administration of justice, and by the 
removal of every species of oppression, and violence, from the face 
of the land. 

During the eight hundred and twenty-eighth of the hidjerah,‘f 
Mirza Oltkgh Beg, with a great army formed of the troops of his 
province, was engaged in an expedition into Jettah, and Moghul- 
staun ; in the course of which, he is said to have signally defeated 
Sbeir Mahommed Oghlan, the monarch of those countries. He then 
returned to Samarkand, themetropolis of his government, from whence 
he repaired shortly afterwards on a visit to Her&t ; where, on the lith 
of Ziihiidje of the same year,$ he was affectionately received by his 
fotber, and such of his brothers as were on the spot. After the resi*- 

* 10lJi of October, 1421. t Notember 1424 to November 1426,. 
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clence of a few daySi tie was accompanied on his return to Samarkand, 
by bis brother Mahommed Jouky. In the former month of Rebbeia, 
of the year eight hundred and twenty-nine,* the able, just, and war- 
like Ameir Shah Melek, so often mentioned in these pages, is stated 
to have withdrawn from this abode of trouble, to receive the reward 
of his virtues in the mansions of eternal bliss. He died in the gov- 
ernment of Khaurezm, in which he was succeeded, under the authority 
of Shah Rokh, who is described to have received the intelligence of 
his dissolution with the utmost concern and regret, by his son Ameir 
Ibrauhim. The remains of the departed chief were conveyed to 
Mush-hed, and there deposited in the earth close by the side of the 
mausoleum of Ally Ruzza. On the l6th of Mohurrem,of the following 
year [S30].t occurred also, at Gheznein, the death of Mirza SeyAr- 
ghetniesh, the fourth son of Shah Rokh, when he had scarcely at- 
tained to his nine and twentieth year. His governments, including 
those of Kandahaur, KabAl, and Gheznein, were immediately con- 
ferred upon his son, Mirza Sultan MAsskoud. 

In the course of the same year [830], an unfavorable turn appears 
to have taken place in the affairs of OlAgh Beg, from the hostilities 
whichbrokeoutbetweenhim and BoraukOghlan,monarchoftheOuz- 
beks;whohad,ina great measure, been brought up under bis protection, 
and who now evinced his ingratitude, by an unprovoked invasion of 
the territory in the neighborhood of Soghnauk, or Saganac. OlAgh 
Beg prepared without delay to repel the aggression, dispatching, at 
the same time, to advise his father of the unexpected contest in 
which he was about to be engaged. Shah Rokh, with that modera- 
tion which appears to have been a distinguished feature in his char- 
acter, endeavoured to dissuade him from proceeding to extremity ; 
nevertheless, he did not fail to send his brother Mahommed Jouky, 
recently returned from Samarkand, at the h^ad of a powerful rein- 
forcement, immediately to his assistance. When that prince bad 
crossed the JeyhAn, he found that his brother had already proceeded 
with what troops he could collect, towards Soghnauk, with the de- 
termination, at all hazards, of giving battle to his adversary; and he 
therefore hastened, with all the expedition in his power, to joiahiitt 
* January 142G. t lOth of November, 1420. 
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before he should have finally committed himself. In this he hOppi- 
ly succet-dod without obstacle shortly afterwards ; and the brothers 
now proceeded together with united force to give battle to the Oiiz- 
b- k. But the issue was by no means such as might have been caU 
ciliated upon, from these favorable beginnings. The Ouzbek prince 
did not decline the conflict, which terminated in a decisive and sig- 
nal victory over the two brothers; who were compelled to abandon 
the field of battle in the utmost consternation. 

But, among the events which distinguished the year 8.‘50, that which 
app'^-ars to have excited the greatest astonishment and alarm, was the 
attempt made against the life of Shah Rokh, by an ohsenre and des- 
pf-n.te assassin; which is briefly described in the following terms. On 
friday the 93d of the latter month of Rebbeia,* just as the Shah 
was about to quit the principal mosque of Her^t, after the perfor- 
mance of his devotions, a person of the name of Ahmed Lorr, after- 
wards discovered to have deen the disciple of a certain MouLna Fuz- 
zul-ullah of Asterabad, clad in a coarse blanket, or hair-cloth, hastily 
ran up with a paper in one hand, as if in the act of demanding jus- 
tice, and at the same instant plunged his knife into the belly of the 
unsuspecting monarch. The assassin was instantly put to death by 
Ally Sfiltan Koutchin, having first obtained the concurrence of his 
bleeding master; although the ends of justice would have been better 
attained, if he had been suffered to survive for examination. The 
Ameirs .Alleikah Koiikcltaush, and Feyrouz Shah, were attending on 
horseback at the entrance of the mosque; and the hitter being immedi- 
ately called to by Shah Rokh, and hastening to the spot without 
dismounting, was sufficiently astonished when he perceived what 
had just taken place.. Observing, however, that the wounded mon- 
arch was about to place himself in a litter, in order to return to his 
palace, he ventured to^uggest that if he could possibly support the 
effort, he should proceed on horseback; as the only expedient to ob- 
viate the dangers that might otherwise arise, from the circulation of 
uncertain and contradictory reports relative to his personal safety. 
In compliance with this suggestion, weak as he found himself from 
loss of blood, Shah. Kokh immediately mounted on horseback, and 

* 2Utli of Fcbruaiy, 1427. 
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“proceeded through the public market places of the city, to his palace 
in the Baugh-e-zaughan, or raven gardens; the kettle-drums, and oilier 
imperial music, being directed to strike up with the usual majesty of 
efffcct. Fortunately, the Shah’s w'onnd w'as not of a nature to pro- 
duce any serious injury, and was soon tured through the profession- 
al skill and exertions of his medical attendants; neither was the mis- 
chievous attempt tollowed by any other inconvenience than the alarm 
of the moment, which subsided as soon as the extent of the danger 
became properly understood. 

Mirza Ba\sungur, and the Amcirs of the court, however, regretting, 
when too lat(, the prompt but premature justice executed upon the. 
assassin, proceeded to investigate the circumstances connected with 
this netaru'us attempt; and as Moula Maurroiif, a celebrated copycr 
of manuscripts otice in the service of Mirza Fskunder, the son of 
Omar Sheikh, and a certain Khaujah Ezzed-iid-dein, had both in- 
curred the suspicion of having been on terms of intimacy with the 
miscreant Ahmed Lorr, llie former, after having been exposed to 
severe torture, was imprisoned in the castle of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein; and 
tile latter was dispatched to that prison, where all things are forgotten. 
I’ublic rumour having, moreover, ciiculaled a report that the assassin 
had been, on frequent occasions, favorably received by Amoir Seyud 
Kaussem the Tebrizian, and Mirz i Baysun^ur l>eing, from some con- 
ctived offence, already inimically disposed towards this otherwise 
respectable Seyud, he also became implicated, as iu some way or other 
accessary to the plot; and being banished from Herat tlirough the in- 
fluence of that prince, was compelled to retire into Transoxiana. 
He experienced, however, Irom Olugh B< g the most kind and distin- 
guished reception, on his arrival at Samarkand. We cannot, at the 
same time, omit to observe, that in the punishmrnt ofMouIana Maur- 
ouf, also, Mirza Baysungur did not escape tl|e charge of having been 
actuated by an improper motive, ot resentment tor private offence ; 
the Moulana having neglected, either from accident or design, to ex- 
ecute some piece of penmanship, in which be had been employed for 
the prince’s collection. 

As soon as he was well recovered from the effects of his wound, 
Shah Rokh, on the first of Shabauii,* proceeded from HerAi, on his 

*Jl7tii oi'Alay, 1427. 
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A. H.eso^si. maFch into Mawur-un-neher, in order to vindicate the reputation of 

A. — his arms from the recent discomfiture, by Borauk Oghlan and the 

Kkoliiisset-ul. LLj... . .. ® 

akhbaur. ©Uzbeks; who bad, by this time, overspread the greater part of Tran- 

soxiana with, pillage and desolation. He was followed, at a short 

interval, by Mirza Baysungur; but on his arrival at Baikh, that prince 

was prevailed upon, in compliance with the advice of OtAgh Beg,. 

and his father’s commands, to return to Herkt; in order to secure the 

tranquillity of that metropolis during the absence of the sovereign. 

On the other hand, Shah Rokh, on his arrival at Samarkand a short 

time afterwards, delayed not to institute a severe investigation into 

the causes which produced the late disgraceful failure, in the battle 

with Borauk Oghlan; in consequence of which, several Ameirsof the 

highest rank were found guilty of misconduct, and condemned to the 

discipline of the club, or bastinado; OlQgh Beg himself being, for 

some time, excluded from his father’s presence and favor, and deprived 

of his government of Samarkand, although finally restored through 

the impulse of paternal affection. In the mean time, intimidated by 

the arrival of Shah Rokh and the royal armies at Samarkand, Borauk 

Oghlan appears to have suddenly withdrawn his claims to the territory 

of Soghnauk ; and soon afterwards, entirely quitting the province of 

Mawur-un>neher, to have betaken himself to the trackless solitudes 

of his own country, north of the Caspian and the sea'of Aral. In 

consequence of this favorable turn in affairs, Shah Rokh, after contin* 

tiing a short time lunger at Samarkand, set out on his return into 

Khorassaun ; and by the 1 5th of Mohurrem, of the eight hundred and 

thirty first of the hidjerah,* he had again reached his palace in the 

Baugh>e>zaughan, or Zoughoun, in the neighborhood of Herftt. 

Another year appears to have now passed without the occurrence 
of any very remarkable event, since the author brings us at once to 
the eight hundred and thirty second of the hidjerah; in the course of 
which, by the reports which were conveyed to him, of the renewed 
encroachments of Ameir Eskunder the son of K&ra Yiissuf, who had 
recovered possession of Shitauniah, Shnh Rokh was, in a manner, 
constrained to undertake another expedition into Azerbkijaun. On 
the 5th day of Rudjub, of the year just mentioned,t we accordingly . 

*-4th-of November 1427, f 9tb-of April 142fl, 
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find that be quitted Her&t, at the head of his army, on bis march to* a. H. 831-839. 
wards that province. In the territory of Rey he was joined, as for- A. D. I4g9- 148>« 
merly, by his son Ibrauhim Shltan from Shirauz, and by Mirza R6s- *^*'|j^taia!**** 
turn from isfahaun, each with the troops of his government respec* 
lively; as well as by the several chiefs of the adjoining provinces of 
Ir&k .4jem and Azerbkijaun, who still adhered to their allegiance. 

From Rey he proceeded now to Sultauniah, under the wails of which 
he appeared on the Slst of the month of Ramzaun ;* the officer in 
command on the part of Ameir Eskunder having, however, thought 
it prudent to abandon the place on his approach. 

ftav i^ llllpemained at Sditauniah to celebrate the festival of the new Rouznt-u$> 
moon of Shavaul,*!' Shah Rokh proceeded next by the tomb of Abd 
A>ubthe Ansaur,and Shumb>e-Ghazan,to Khoui orKhoi,and finally 
to Selmauss ; where, after a tremendous conflict of two days, and not- 
withstanding the most heroic exertions acknowledged on all hands 
to have been displayed on the part of Ameir Eskunder, he succeeded^ 
at last, in totally defeating theTfirkomauns with immense slaughter. 

Such indeed, according to the report of Moulana Sherf-ud-dein Ally 
of Yezd, the well known author of the ZufTiir-namah, who was pre- 
sent in the battle in the train of Ibrauhim Sfiltan from Shirauz, whose 
distinguished valour had in an eminent degree contributed to the vic- 
tory — such,wesay,are described to have been the extraordinary proofs 
of courage, intrepidity, and perseverance, exhibited by the Tfirkomaun 
chiefs and their followers, on this sanguinary occasion, that he should 
not have believed the fact but from the evidence of his- own senses. 

When, at all events, this splendid and hard-earned victory bad been Kholausset-uk 
effectually secured to the arms of Shah Rokh, his son Mahommed aktibaur. 
Jouky was dispatched in pursuit of the flying Tfirkomauns ; but 
although that prince is described to have followed them all the way 
to the plains of Moush, and the neighborhood of Erzeroum, such was 
the rapidity of their flight, that all exertions to overtake the enemy 
proved unavailing. The prince therefore returned to join his father; 
who, on the 6th of Mohurrem, of the eight hundred and thirty third 
of the hidjerah,:^ broke up from his camp near Selmauss, and proceeded 
from thence towards the celebrated fortress of Aianjek. Instead of, 
f 23d of June.. ' f 3d of July. * 4Ui of October J42Q, 
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setting liim at defiance, the oiTicers of Eskunder the Turkoman in 
possession of the place, embraced the more prudent expedient of pur- 
chasing his forbearance bv a suitable present; which, immediately on 
his arrival, with many protestations of humble respect, they took care 
to offer to the acceptance of the Shah. Satisfied with these concessi- 
ons, Shah Rokh, without further molestation, drew oflP from before 
Alanjek, and continued his march towards the winter quarters of 
Karabaugh; which be appears to have reached on the 19 th of the 
following month of Sutfur.* Shortly afterwards, Ameir Abil Saeid, 
another of the sons of Kara Yussuf, who appears to have left a most 
numerous progeny, hastened to the presence oi'Shah RokM[|jk whom 
be was most favorably received, and finally invested with^e noble 
government of Azerbaijaun and all its dependencies. For this dis- 
tinciion, he was evidtiitly more indebted to the singular prowess of 
his tribe exhibited in the liattleof Selmauss, and to the policy ot pla- 
cing him in opposition to his warlike brothers, than to any particular 
inclination to encourag<‘ nis pretensions to power. 

Shah Rokh continued at Kkab.aigh, on this occasion, for the whole 
of the winter, and part of the following spring. On the 11th of the 
month of Shabaun,f how. ver, he put his troops again in motion iroin 
that place, and, crossing the Araxes on the day tbllowing, proceeded 
on his return into Khorassaun. On the I7ili of Rainzaun.| he en- 
camped at Sultauniah ; where he remained to tlie conclusion of that 
month of mortification and absiiiieuce. During the succeeding 
month of Shavaui, the Mirzas Ihrauhim Sultan, and Rustuin, toge- 
ther with the subordinate chiefs of liak Ajem, who had accompanied 
the royal armies on the recent service, were again ptrmitied to return 
to their respective governments : after which, Shah Rokh resumed 
his march, and finally reached one of his gardens in the neighborhood 
of the capital ot Herat, on the 8th of Mohurrem of the eight hundred 
and thirty-fourth of the hidjerali.§ 

It appears that during the absence of Shah Rokh in Azerbaijaun 
on this occasion, the Ouzbeks had availed themselves of the oppor- 
tunity to enter the province of Khaurezm; where they obtained con- 

* 16th of November. t 4tb of May 1430. j StbofJuoe. 
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siderable advantases over the troops of Ameir Ibrauhim, the son of A. H. moST. 
Shah Melek. Having completely over-run and plundered it, they 
however, shortly afterwards, evacuated the province ; those who akbbaut* 
remained behind being either dispersed, or cut to pieces, by the rein- 
forcements dispatched from Khorassaun to the assistance of the 
government. Among the occurrences of the year eight hundred and 
thirty-three, it may not he impertinent to record, from the Rouzut- 
us-sutfa, the death at Neyshapur, of the princess SiiUan Bukht Be- 
gum, the daughter of Teymur. 

The year eight hundred and thirty-four* does not seem to have 
produc<|^By event, of sufficient importance to arrest the attention 
of the hlTOrian; and he accordingly transfers us, without ceremony, to 
the eight hundred and ihirty-htth of the hidjerah. In the month of 
Suff'ur of the latter year'f we find Mirz.i Baysungur, accompanied 
by some of the most respectable Nobles, and a numerous escort, 
proceeding by direction of his father to pass the winter al Asterabad. 

In the mean time, it was announced that Eskunder the Turkomaun 
had again led his troo[)s into Azerhaijann, where he had put to death 
his brother Ahu Siieid; at the conclusion of the winter, however, 

Mirza B-aysungur returned to Ileiat. In the course of the eight hun- 
dred and thirty-sixth of the hidjerah, Yaur Ally, the son of Ameir Es- 
kunder the Turkomaun, thought fit to withdraw from the court of his 
father, and to claim the protection of Ameir Kbaltilullah, the reign- 
ing prince of Shirvaun, who had succeeded to his father Sheikh Ibrau- 
him, under the sanction of Shah Rokh. The prince of Shirvaun 
conceived it, however, advisable to transfer the fugitive, in bonds, to 
the court of Herat; from whence, although for some lime treated 
with kindness and hospitality by Shah Rokh, he was finally rem ved 
under close restraint to Samarkand. 

On the 7tb of the former Jummaudy of the eight hundred and thir- 
ty-seventh of the hidjerah,* it becomes necessary to record the 
death of Mirza Baysungur, the son of Shah Rokh, at the age of 
seven and thirty years and four months. He was buried with ex- 
tenordinary funeral pomp in the college of the princess Gouhershaud . 

* Comuiencing lOtli September 1430. t October 1431. ' 

t lOlh of December 1433. 
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Aga ; and the concourse of the people of Herat, who attended on th8 
occasion, is described to have been so great, that the w hole of the 
road from the Baugh-e'Seffeid, or white garden, where he died, to the 
place ofinterment in the city, was on both sides entiiely lined by the 
multitude. He perished thus in the prime of life, although in othei* 
respects a prince of singular merit and endowments, from habits of 
excessive drinking; in which he appears to have been confirmed by a 
prediction of his astrologers, that he was not destined, at all events, to 
out-live the age of forty. The Persian characters of the sentence, 
**Baudabe jahaun omar drauz e pud derum — ” in English, long on this 
earth be the life of my father— numerically applied, exhibid|H|ptly the 
year of his death, 837. He left three sons, Mirza Rokkm^d-dein 
All^-ud.doulah, Mirza Sultan Mahommed, and Mirza Abul Kaussem 
Bauber, each of whom, at subsequent periods, attained to sovereign 
power. In the mean time, the dignities and appointments of the far- 
ther were bestowed, by Shah Rokh, upon Allb-ud-doulah, the eldest 
of the three; the two younger brothers being otherwise liberally pro- 
vided for by the royal bounty. 

In the early part of the following year, intelligence reached Herat 
that, having succeeded in establishing his authority over Azerbaijaun 
and Arran, [the territory between the Kurr and Araxes], Eskunder 
theThrkomaun was now preparing to extend his usurpations over the 
neighboring province of Sbirvaun. On the 2nd of the latter Rebbeia, 
of the eight hundred and thirty eighth of the hidjerah,* therefore, 
Shah Rokh, at the head of a numerous army, was again constrained to 
bend his course in that direction. By the time, however, that he had 
conducted his troops to Rey, the season was so far advanced, that he 
found it necessary to take up his t^iiarters in that neighborhood for 
the winter. Ameir Eskunder, on the other hand, receiving intelli- 
gence of the approach of his imperial antagonist, thought it prudent, 
once more, to retire from the provmce; while his brother Ameir Ja- 
haun Shah, another still of the sons of KAra YAssuf, repaired to the 
•presence of Shah Rokh, by whom he was received with very distin- 
guished kindness. During the period in which he was, on this occa- 
sion, detsioed in the neighborhood of Rey, Shah Rokh was destined 

* 4tii of November 1434. 
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to experience another severe stroke of domestic affliction, in the loss H. n 3 a.R 40 . 
of his son Mirza Ibrauhiin Sultan, who died at Shirauz, on the fourth A O. I 43 t- 1430 > 
ofShavaul, of the year 838 .* The vice-royalty of Farss and Shirauz ^*l[khbattr/^ 
was immediately conferred, by his grandfather, upon Mirza Abdullah, 
the eldest son of the departed prince, as yet in his childhood; and the 
executive government was for the present, therefore, entrusted to the 
management of Sheikh Moheb- ud-dein Abulkheyr. The memory of 
Mirza Ibrauhiin is also consecrated in the esteem of the orientals, for 
the general benevolence of his disposition, as well as for his liberal 
patronage of genius and science; and it is, perhaps, of some importance 
to recotiHllhat it was under the auspicious encouragement of this en- 
lightene^^rince, that Moulana Sherf-ud-dein Ally the Yezdian, w’as 
enabled to complete his elaborate work, the Zuffnr-namah — a perform- 
ance which is extolled, by the aiitlior of the Rouzut-us-suda, as infin- 
itely surpassing any tiling that had then appeared in the world in the 
department of history. 

In the course of the year eight hundred and thirty eight, the city 
of Herat w'as afflicted by a dreadful epidemical, or pestilential disor- 
der, which swept off the inhabitants in the most alarming numbers. 

The disorder appears to have commenced w'ith fever and ague, was 
accompanied by an erufition on the limbs, about the size of a small 
pea, and generally proved fatal to the patient in two days.f The 
mortality was so great, that in the town and neighborhood, not less 
than ten thousand persons were calculated to have perished in a day; 
and an officer, stationed at one of the gates of the city, is said to have 
counted four thousand biers carried through in the course of the day, 
exclusive of the bodies that were simply borne on men*s backs, with- 
out any other funeral habiliments than the garb in which they expi- 
red. This distemper continued to rage for part of three months; since 
it is said to have broke out when the sun was in the middle of Pisces, 
and continued for some time after it had entered Taurus.j: 

Towards the conclusion of spring, Shah Rokh broke up from his 
winter quarters at Rey, proceeding by the route of Kazvein, Sultaun- 
iab, Zenjaun, and Oujaun, to Tebreiz; where he passed the hot season 
* 2d of May 1435* t It'thU was not the small p»x, it was something very hie it. 

t Part of February. March, and April, 143d. 
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and the month of June. On the approach of the foflowinfr wioteiv 
howevf-r, he crossed the A raxes, and put his troops into quarters at 
K&rabaugh. In the mean time, shahz&dah^Mabommed Jouky was 
employed, in conformity with his father's instructions, in tracing the 
flight of Eskunder, the Turkoman chief; but, having followed the 
enemy as far as Erzenjaun, without obtaining-any material intelli- 
gence of the direction ot his retreat, it was thought advisable to aban- 
don the pursuit; and the prince accordingly rejoined the main body 
of the army at Kkrabaugh. Another winter was now brought to a 
conclusion, and Shah Rokh,on the 1 1th of Shavaul of the eight hun- 
dred and thirty ninth of the hkljerah,* again quitted his ^||||||pintnents 
at Kkrabaugh, and proceeded to Oujaun; where he invel^d Ameir 
Jahaun Shah the son of KSra Ytlssuf, with the important government 
of Azerbkijaun, for which be had conter.d«>d at the risk of so many 
tremendous conflicts. He then continued bis march for Khorassaun, 
and arrived in his capital of Herat, on the 9d of the latter Rebbeia 
of the eight hundred and fortieth of the hidjerah;‘f having been absent, 
on this occasion., for the period of two lunar years precisely. 

For several years subsequ*'nt to the period Just mentioned, the at- 
tention of this prudent and respectable monarch was studiously de- 
voted to cultivate the arts of peace; and to consolidate the welfare 
and prosperity of his people, without quitting the boundaries of his 
favorite province of Khorassaun. In the mean time, to diversify in 
some degree, perhaps, the tedious unifoimity of the narration, the 
historian digresses for a moment to relate, on. what he alleges to be the 
authority of some most- intimate friends, that Amt-ir Eskunder the 
sou of Kkra Yussuf, had a son of the name of Kobaud, and a favorite 
concubine on- whom he doted, whose name was Leyli. With this 
lady, in tleflaiice of the ties of nature and of filial duty, and led by the 
impulse ot a blind and impetuous passion, the son suffered himself to 
engage in a libidinous, and unwarrantable clandestine intercourse. 
The moment, however, i-t-was aso'rtained'tbat Shah Rokh was actu- 
ally on his return into Khorassaun from his last expeditkin, Eskunder 
' hastened to Alanjek, where it ^appears that hi« family had been lodged 
for security .during his recent retreat from the province; and, finding 
• g7tb of April 1436. t i3tb of October 1436. 
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(hal Kobaud and Leyli had both concurred with others, in sending 
out the presents which had been laid before the Shah, when, on the 
occasion recently noticed, he appeared in that vicinity, he could not 
forbear betraying some symptoms of ilUhumour, and even to menace 
the lives of those who had thus, unintentionally, provoked his displea* 
sure. All this was immediately ascribed, by the misgivings of con- 
scious guilt, to some intelligence obtained of the improper intercourse 
which subsisted between the lover^; and they determined, without 
delay, on a plan to destroy the object of their apprehensions. Ac- 
cordingly one night, when Eskunder, in a state of intoxication, had 
retired W^sleep on the terrace, or flat roof of his palace, Leyli, contrary 
to the usual precaution, designedly omitted to draw up the stair- 
Jadder, ond her guilty paramour was thus enabled to ascend without 
alarm or oirstacle. Making directly for his father’s couch, the villain 
struck at him with his drawn dagger; when, starting from his sleep, 
and little suspecting the hand by which he was assailed, the unhappy 
piince called out upon Kobaud, by name, for assistance. The atroci- 
ous parricide instantly plunged his murderous knife into the bosom of 
the immediate author of his being, and thus attained the climax of 
human guilt. And this was the fate of the intrepid Eskunder; who 
had escaped the obvious perils of many a sanguinary conflict, in the 
field of battle, to perish at last, like too many others, by the foul and 
detestable malice of domestic treason. 

The narrative now proceeds to state, that Melek Asliruf, the Sultan 
of Egypt and Syria, dying much about the same period, the principal 
officers of his court placed the diadem of that monarchy, with the title 
of Melek- uz-zau her, [the victorious], on the brows of Tchekmauk 
Jleg, or Bey, who had previously discharged the functions ot Meir 
Aukhour, or master of the horse, to the deceased monarch. Whea 
yet a subordinate officer, this Tchekmauk Beg* bad, it seems, fancied 
in a dream, that Shah Rokh had taken him by the waist, and seated 
him on the throne of sovereign power; and he had, from that moment, 
determined within himself, whenever the golden hopes thus awakened 
^■hould be realized, to establish an intercourse of friendship with that 
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A. H. 840.643 illustrious prince. Accordingly, &s soon as his dream of glory had 
^ * r~ substantially fulfilled through the exertions of iiis fellow chiefs, 

akhbaur * dispatched his ambassador Tchetchek Bouka, to announce the 
desire which he cherished, to enter into the most friendly correspon* 
dence w'ith the court of Shah Rokh ; and the envoy, thus accredited, 
appeared at Herkt, some time in the course of the eight hundred and 
forty third of the hidjerah.* His reception was in every respect 
favorable and distinguished ; being, under the particular instr 'rtions 
of the monarch, most splendidly entertained, in their turn, by the whole 
of the shahzkdahs and principal courtiers. Five manuscript works 
beautifully executed for the purpose, and which had been applied for 
by Sultan Tcliekmauk, were among the presents prepared to be con- 
veyed by the Ambassador for his master; and in the Rouzut-us-suffa 
wefirid them mentioned in detail as follows: I. Taweilaut-e.liudjut, 
e>ahul.e.sAnnut>wo-jammayet, or explanations of the arguments, or 
doctrines of the orthodox, and congregational sect, by Sheikh Ahu 
Munsour. 9. Tefseir-e-kabeir, or greater commentary, on the ivor^n, 
by Imaum Fakher-ud-dein Rauzy, 3. Sherreh Telkheiss-e-jammia, 
or paraphrase on the abstract of the collection, r'’ '‘aditional doctrines 
possibly, by Khoujah Mussaoud of Bokh!tr. 4. Sherreh Keshauf, 
or clear explanation, by Moulana Ali^-ud-doi lah Pehelewaun, [ath- 
letes], 5 . Rouzah-der Muzhtbb-e.Shaflai, or flowery treatise on the 
tenets of the sect of Shaffai. These were, as it would be further un- 
necessary to explain, all devoted to Theological subjects, on which 
the Sflitan of Egypt was probably anxious to obtain instruction. 

The Ambassador of Egypt was conducted to his audience of leave, 
on the 18th of the month of Rudjub;t and received on his dismis- 
sion, for himself, a present of fifty thousand dinaurs in specie, J and 
one thousand dinaurs for each of his fifty attendants.§ He was accom- 
panied by Moulana Hussaum-ud-dein Mflbaurek Shah, Purw&ntchi, 
or clerk of the patent office, as ambassador on the part of Shah Rokh ; 
and he requested on his departure, as he alleged in obedience to the- 
instrurtions of bis master, that he might be permitted on his Journey - 
homewards, to visit the four fine cities of Shirauz, Isfahauii, Yezd« 

• Comnieni;ine 13fh «f June A.D. 1439. + 24lh Dccenibei 1439, 

t About £23000 at the lowest computation. § £450. (k. 8<f* 
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and Kashaun ; a request in which he was very readily indulged, the 
governors of those cities being charged to decorate them in the most 
splendid manner for his reception, and to furnish between them the 
further sum of one liiindred thousand dinaurs, to defray his expences. 
The five manuscripts were, however, as we gather from the Kouzut- 
js-stiflj, particulaily entrusted to the care of the ambassador of Per- 
sia ; and as he liappened to die previous to his arrival in Egypt, the 
charge d« volved to his son, by whom they were finally delivered to 
the Sultan. 

The evening of the third day of Sbabaun,* gave birth to Mirza 
Sultan Ibratihim the son of Shahzkdah All^-ud-doulah, and it is 
something curious that the letters of the sentence, “ Shub>e*seium- 
uz-Shaliaun,” the evening of the third of Shabaun, should furnish 
exact!} the date 843 . In the course of the same year, Shah Rokh 
fc'und it expedient to divest Mirza Sultan Miisskoud the son of Sey- 
urgheimes h, of the government of Kabul, transferring it, however, to 
tho brother cf (lie degra-’-d oriucf. Mirza Karatchaur. Under the 
ti;.;ht hundred and lorty-:. s.rth v)f the b: Ijcrah, is recorded the death 
f r .'tnu'ir Alla-ud-deitj .'«> Kc-ik-diaush, after having surpassed 

Mie advanced age of ninety )ears, »..nder the same year, we also 
find included the death of tlie princess Melket Aga, the widow of 
J.nar Sheikh, but subsequently the wife of Shah Rokh, and by him 
rhe mother of Seyuiijhetmcsh. She was buried under the great dome 
of the college of liaikh, founded at her expence. Towards the com- 
mencement of the follow ing year, the eight hundred and forty-fifth 
of the lii(ljerah,j‘ Mirza Abdulluiitif the son of Olugh Beg, who, 
from eailiest infancy, had been brought up under the eye of his in- 
dulgent grandfather, taking offence at the partiality shewn for Mirza 
Allk-ud-doulah, dhe son of Baysungur, by the queen consort Gou- 
hershand Aga, withdrew, in displeasure, to his father’s court at Sa- 
markand. But, as Shah Rokh betrayed the utmost disquietude and 
vexation of mind at the absence of his grandson, Gouht rshaud her- 
aelf, in order to remove his uneasiness, determined to undertake the 
jeurney into Transoxiana in person, in order to bring back the truant 
prince. She was met at some distance from Samarkand, and conducted . 

* Slh uf jMUiary 1440. t Cummmiug 21st of Ala}' 1441. 
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Kholausset , _ * 

afchbaur. to partake m the attentions of nliai affection, Ahdullutteif consented 

at last, to accompany his grandmother on her return into Khorassann; 
and they accordingly arrived together at Her&t,on the 4th ^fShavaul, 
of the year eight hundred and forty- five.* 

Early in the foliowibg year, the eight hundred and forty-sixth of 
the hidjerah.f on intelligence that Melek Keyomirss, the chief of 
Kfistumdaur, had withdrawn from his allegiance, and even com* 
inenced hostilities, by dispatching a force to attempt the reduction of 
Rey and its dependencies, Shah Rokh, at the head of his troops, pro- 
ceeded immediately to that quarter. When he had, how'ever, prose- 
cuted his march to the westward of Neyshapf^r, messenger upon mes- 
senger, from Keyomarss, arrived to deprecate the wrath of the offended 
monarch, and to propose the most abject terms of submission; which 
were, in short, finally accepted on -the part of Shah Kokh. In the 
mean time, a question had been agitated, in a council of his ministers 
and principal officers, by Shah Rokh, as to the arrangement best calcu- 
lated to piomote the permanent security of his possessions in Irak 
Ajem ; and it had been determined that one of the princes of the 
blood royal, should be selected to take charge of that troublesome 
and important government. Ameir Jullaul-ud-dein Feyrouz Shah, 
who had, at this crisis, established an almost unbounded influence over 
the affairs of the monarchy, embraced the opportunity to communi- 
cate that, a short time before, a certain Sheikh Bebk-ud-dein Omar, 
on bis return from Hejauz, happening to sleep near the sepulchre of 
8heikh Ahmed <jihazauly, at Kazvein, that venerated personage had 
appeared to him in a -dream, and announced that the saints, or spirits 
in the abodes of the blessed, had nominated Mirza Siiltaii Ahmed, 
or rather Mahommed, the son of Mirza Baysungur, to the govern- 
tnent of Irkk. To this intimation, on the part of his sagacious min- 
ister, Shah Rokh yielded an attentive ear ; and Mirza Sfiltan Mahom- 
'med was accordingly dismissed with a competent force, and the usual 
insignia of authority, to possess himself of the government of Sditau- 
'6iiah, Kazvein, and Key. The Sbahzkdah hastened wiiiic ut dela^^ to 
* -isUi of-Fcbrudrjf 1442, t Coiuiueucing lltb of Ma^ 1142. 
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earry into execution the objects of his appointment; and in the course 
of a short time, he succeeded in reducing to their obedience the re> 
fractory chiefs of the surrounding territory, who had possibly availed 
themselves, as usual, of the relaxation of the regular authority, to in- 
dulge in speculations of ambition and independence. Nevertheless, 
bt fore he had b<'en for a period of any duration in possession of his pow- 
er, Mirza Sultan Mahommed, as it is alleged, in direct defiance of his 
instructions, proceeded to appropriate to himselt the revenues of seve- 
ral of the adjoining districts, and to betray similar designs of indi pen- 
dant authority. In consequence of this, his government was, some 
time afterwards, abridged to that of Kazvein and Sultauniah alone, with 
an interdiction from extending his interference any further. Having, 
howiver, brought the dispute with Keyomarss, to a satisfactory ter- 
mination, Shah liokh returned without further contingency to hjs 
capital of FlMfit. 

1'he infirmities of age had, probably by this time, produced their 
ordinar\ effect in diminishing the activity, and impairing the mental 
energies of Shah Kokh; since we find it here remarked, that the pre- 
dominance of the minister Feyruuz Shah, and his intrusive interfer- 
ence in every branch of government, had now surpassed ail bounds 
of moderation — no officer or agent of any description, of his appoint- 
roeni, being removable by any other authority than his own. And 
altiiiiugh the usurpation was not less obvious, than obnoxious to his 
sovereign, yet no other individual of the first class of nobility, being 
equally habituated, or indeed qualified, to direct the complicated 
moviineiits of the machine of government, he conceived inexpedient 
to dissemble his displeasure, and to connive at the presumption of his 
minister. Under these circumstances, it happened that Seyud £m- 
roaud ud dein Mahmoud, a man adorned by every virtuous and every 
polite ai'compli.shmetit, and whose father, Ze\ ne-ul-aubbedein, had, 
for many years, discharged the duties of the Yizzaurut, under the 
authority of the invincible Teymfir, should have advanced, in the 
course of the eight hundred and forty-sixth of the hidjerab, so consi- 
derably in the favor of Shah Kokii, as to awaken the utmost degree 
of jealousy among ihe memb« rs of the court. It was by this ignoble 
motive actuated that Feyrouz 3hab, iu order to remove this respect-. 
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Seyud ouf of the w»y, invested him with a commission to adjust some 
affairs in the province of Baikh ; of which, in spite of all he could 
urge to decline it, and of his sovereign's acknowledged wish that he 
should be promoted to some appointment of superior trust and dignity, 
he was constrained to accept. 

Seyiid Emmaud'ud-dein proceeded accordingly to Baikh ; and it 
happened, moreover, in the course of the same year, that Mirza Ma- 
hommed Jouky should also have taken up his winter quarters in that 
city. From his communication with the inhabitants, however, it 
soon became known to that prince, that the agents of Feyronz Sliah 
had established so uncontrolable an ascendancy over the whole 
province, that a just proportion of the revenues could seldom, if ever, 
be conveyed to the treasury of the state; and that the individual ex- 
ertions of Emmaud-ud'dein could, therefore, but little avail to rectify 
the evil. A royal mandate was, by some means or other, accordingly 
procured, directing the Seyud, under the superintendance ofMahom- 
med Jouky, immediately to make up a full account of the revenues 
of the province for the last three years; it being, at the same time, 
notorious that the prince was already grievously offended with the 
conduct of Ameir Feyrouz Shah. In the mean time, information was 
received from Irkk, that Mirza Sultan Mahommed had levied tlie 
most oppressive exactions upon the districts of his tenure, and 
that the inhabitants were grievously persecuted by his lieutenants, 
and their subordinate agents. As a mark of his displeasure, a man- 
date was therefore issued, by Shah Rokh, to declare that the goveru- 
ments of S6ltauniah, and Kazvein, were of themselves more than 
amply sufficient, to defray the expences of any establishment that 
could be necessary for the support of his station, whether in point of 
splendor or authority; and to caution him, very significantly, against 
interfering in any shape, with the districts beyond the limits of those 
particular governments. Shums-ud-dein Mahommed, a Bokharian, 
was dispatched, at the same time, to take charge of the districts thus 
withdrawn from the jurisdiction of Sdltan Mahommed. On the 
death of Khaujah Moazz-ud-dein Melek the Semnaunian at Shir- 
auz, much about the same crisis, the government of that city, and of 
all Pars, was conferred by the authority of Shah Rokh, upon Sheikk 
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Mohebb'Ud-dein Abfilkheyre, notwithstanding some recent heavy 
complaints against his conduct. 

The narrative now conveys us to the eight hundred and forty eighth 
of the hidjerah,* in the course of which" Shah Rokh was destined to 
suffer under the attack of some severe and dangerous malady, which 
appeared, for some time, to bai&e the skill of his physicians. While 
the danger of the monarch kept the hearts of all men in a state of 
suspense and alarm, Uaha-ud-dein Sheikh Omar, who had recently 
returned from a pilgrimage to Mekkah, one friday as he was coming 
from his devotions, proceeded to visit the suffering prince; who had 
not opened his lips for a period of three days and as many nights 
successively. He, however, saluted the pious Sheikh, the moment 
he was announced ; and the latter in returning the salute, raised his 
hands to heaven to supplicate for his restoration to health. The 
monarch then besought the Sheikh, with his benediction, to bestow 
upon him some article from about his person; on which he immedi« 
ately took the destaur, or turban, from bis head, and laid it before the 
Shah. That same day the complaint took a favorable turn, and, shortly 
afterwards, was entirely removed. In consequence of this, a canopy, 
or pull, of the richest materials, and the most elaborate workmanship, 
was directed, by the Shah, to be prepared for the temple at Mekkah; 
and when (inished, was conveyed, in charge of Sheikh Nur-uiUdein 
Muhoiumed ul Miirshedy, and Moulana Shums-ud>dein Mahommed 
of Ebher, by the route of Egypt, to that sacred sanctuary of their 
faith. The two agents were enabled to discharge their mission to 
the general satisfaction; and, having laid the canopy over the dome of 
the Kaaubah, at a subsequent period returned safe to Herat. Dur- 
ing the same year occurred the death, under the displeasure of his 
sovereign, of the minister Feyrouz Shah; who, notwithstanding his 
unrestraiuable ambition, is yet acknowledged to have been a just, 
benevolent, and virtuous nobleman, and a most liberal patron of genius 
and learning. The 8 t8th of the hidjerah proved also fatal to Mirza 
Mahommed Jouky,the fifth son of Shah Rokh; who, pursued by the 
jealousy and uncourteous treatment of the queen-consort Gouber- 
shaud Aga, whose influence w'as exclusively directed to promote ih* 
* CommeDciug lOtii of April A. D. 1444* 
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A.H. 04 e>M 9 . interests of bis nephews, AlIh>ud>doulah and Abdulldtteif, who bad' 
A.D. iiU4 i44o. passed his time in mortification and disappointment, and who ter^ 
*^*Slhbaur.'*** Hiinated his earthly career about this period, at the town of Serkliess. 

His death occasioned the deepest concern to his now a^ed father, and 
his body was conveyed to Herkt ; where it was committed to the 
grave, by the side of his brother Baysungur. According to the author 
of the RouzuUuS'Suffa, Mirza Mahommed Jouky was a prince of the 
most exalted magnanimity, courage, and prudence, and in every res- 
pect eminently qualified to have shed, had be survived, the brightest, 
lustre on the throne of Persia. 

It appears, that soon after Mirza Shltan Mahommed the son of ' 
Baysungur bad been placed by his grandfather, at the suggestion of 
the minister Feyrouz Shah, as recently described, in the vice-roialty 
of part of the territory of Irkk Ajem, a numerous concourse of adven- 
turers from various parts of-the empire resorted to his court; and they 
were entertained by the shahz&dab, with a liberality, that in a short 
time exhausted his means, and rendered his expenditure far beyond 
the receipts of his treasury. In these circumstances, reports were 
circulated, perhaps studiously, in liak, of the. illness and reduced 
state of Shah Rokh; many of the turbulent and disaffected persuading 
the prince, that his grandfather was no longer able to move from his 
capital. Hence, Mirza Sfkltan Mahommed was easily led to conceive 
it a favorable opportunity, to possess himself of the rich and noble 
governments of Isfahaun, and Shirauz. Accordingly, some time du- 
ring the -eight hundred and forty ninth of-the bidjerah,* he suddenly 
app<’ar»d before Isfahaun, of which he made himself master without 
great difficulty; seizing, and throwing into prison Ameir Satidut the 
son of Kh&weiid Shah, and nephew of the late minister Feyrouz Shah, 
who had succeeded to the government, on the death of Mirza Rfistum. 
Having taken the necessary precautions- to provide for the security 
of this important acquisition, and ’by- various methods made a prodi* 
gious accumulation of treasure, the shahzddah proceeded towards Shiiw 
auz. That city had, however, been timely secured against him, by^ 
Mirza Abdullah, the sou of the late Mirza Ibrauhim SAItan; whupre* 
pared to defend his post* with reaoJo-tion, ,aod -dispatched the earliest, 
intelligence to Herftt, to announce his danger. 

* Conimeocingeili of April 1445.- 
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In consequence of this information, some time during the eight 
hundred and fiftieth year of the hidjerah,* Shah Rokh, in spite ofthe 
accumulating infirmities of age and declining health, felt himself 
equally impelled, hy the desire of vindicating his authority, and by the 
importunities of his consort Gouher-sbaud Begum, to march once 
more into Ir&k Ajem, confiding the government of his capital to his 
grandson Alia*ud*doulah, the eldest son of MirzaBaysungiir. When, 
by the usual route of Neyshapur and Semnaun, he had conducted his 
troops again to the neighborhood of Rey, it was found advisable to 
dispatch the Ameirs Sultan Shah Berias, Sheikh Abulfuzzul the son 
of Alleikah Koukeltaush, and Mahommed the son of Feyrouz Shah, 
in advance of the main body of the army. On the other hand it ap« 
pears, that as soon as he became apprized ofthe approach of his grand- 
f.ither, Mirza Sultan Mahommed abandoned, without hesitation, his 
projects of independent power; and with a few ofhis followers retired 
in haste, from before Shirauz, into the province, of Lurrestaun. The 
retreat of His grandson seems to have rendered the presence of Shah 
Rokh no longer necessary in that quarter; and, accordingly, after 
having proceeded great part of the way towards Shirauz, he returned 
to take up his abode for a short time at Isfahaun. While he remained 
in that city, he gave orders for the arrest of many of the Seyuds and 
native chiefsof the province ; who had imprudently espoused the cause 
ofSdItan Mahommed, and were many of them now made to expiate their 
offence, under the arm of the executioner. This was about the mid> 
die ofthe month of Ramzaun.f Among those implicated in the charge 
of embracing the interests of Mirza Sultan Mahommed, on this oc- 
casion, we find the name of Moulana Shurf-ud-dein Ally the Yezdian, 
the eloquent, and, as he is here termed, the veracious author of the 
Zuffur-nkmah. He was, however, preserved from the punishment 
inflicted on the associates of his indiscretion, by the interference and 
address of Mirza AbdullCitteif; through whose contrivance, he was 
removed to Herat. 

In the mean time, Shah Rokh returned to the neghborhood of Rey, 
where he proposed to pass the winter. Towards the conclusion of 
.shat season, be dispatched the Ameirs 'SAItan Shah Berias, Sheik^ 
* Commencing 28tli of March 1446. t Begiuoing of Deicuiber 1446. 
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AbMfuzzul, and Ahmed the son of Feyrouz Shah» again, either hy faif' 
means, or by compulsion, to bring the refractory Mirza Shitan Ma- 
hommed to his presence. Of these, by some happier effort, the Ameir 
Sheikh AhAlfuzzul obtained the start, in conveying himself to the re- 
sidence of the shahz&dah; whom, by wholesome counsels, and argu- 
ments convincing to the understanding, he finally reconciled to the 
prudent alternative of returning to his allegiance, and, by his future 
dutiful behavior, to make every reparation for the past. But, in the 
midst of these conciliatory arrangements, an event occurred, which, 
however naturally to be expected, does not yet appear to have seri- 
ously entered the contemplation of the numerous individuals so deeply 
interested in the result. 

During the period in which he continued encamped in the neigh- 
borhood of Rey, Shah Rokh had occasionally complained of a disorder 
inhis bowels, and of a general debility of constitution. But, on Sunday 
morning the 93th of Ziihudje, of the eight hundred and fiftieth of the 
hidjerah,* having taken a laxative medicine, and mounting his mule 
to go on a visit of devotion, to the tombs of some of the departed 
Sheikhs in the fortress of Teberrek, or Tebarek,some distance to the 
north-east of Rey, he had not proceeded far on his way, when the 
animal on which he rode became restive, and he found himself con- 
strained, from excess of weakness, to take to his litter. At the same 
time, the complaint in his bowels increasing to a violent degree, the 
Shah and his attendants were compelled to return without delay ; 
but, before he could again reach the imperial pavilion, this respectable 
and august monarch had resigned his soul to the mercy of his Creator. 
He had attained to the age of sixty-nine years, four months, and 
twenty-four days, and had governed with paramount sway over the 
dominions of the Persian empire, reckoning from the death of his 
father, for a period of forty-two years, and twenty-four days; not 
includihg the period of seven years, during which he had previously 
presided over the province of Khorassaun, as his father’s lieutenant. 
He appears, from the events of his reign, to have been a monarch of 
fiogular good senseand moderation, and his government, if we set aside 
the circupstances under which he was, on some occasions, compelled 

• i3tb«f March 1447. 
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tt> draw the sword against the ambitious projects oF his own relatives, 
must be acknowledged to exhibit a period of enviable prosperity and 
substantial glory. Extending over the greater part of the ancient 
Persian monarchy, his authority was obeyed, either immediately, or 
through the agency of his sons, nephews, or grandsons, through the 
vast territory included between the mountains of Irkk Ajem, and the 
Indus, east and west, the KDrr, the Caspian, and the Seyhiln, north, 
and the province of Mekraun, and the Arabian sea, or sea of Omman, 
on the south. A glance at the map of Asia will at once convey to 
the eye of the reader the extensive outline of this spacious domain; 
but almost immediately on his demise, as must generally be the case 
where the will of the monarch is the law of the land, this noble fabric 
fell to pieces, at the baneful touch of domestic dissention, and the 
rival ambition of contending fathers, sons, and brothers— -the blessed 
and uniform result of the absurd system of polygamy.* 

* Of the fortuitous policy which has for ages governed, and still continues to weigh 
down the destiny of the Persian Empire, so eminently calculated, by the advantages of an 
auspicious climate, and by the genius and manly spirit of the natives, to rank with the most 
powerful and illustrious countries on earth, the reader will find ample testimony in “ The 
Misiary of Persia^*' recently published by Sir John Malcolm; a work which reflects no 
less credit on the ability and practical attainments of the author, than on the application 
which, amidst the oflicial duties of many very troublesome and arduous missions, could 
command suflicient leisure for the prosecution of so elaborate a performance. 
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CHAP. XL 

W HEN the death of Shah Rokh became, on the dav following, 
generally known in the encampment, the greatest disorder and 
consternation immediately ensued. At the ^Jesire of the princess 
Gouhershaud, however, Mirza AbdulKitteif the* son of OlAgh Beg, 
hastened without delay, from hJs station in the right wing, in order 
to provide, as far as possible, for the general security, but, more parti- 
cularly, to preserve subordination in the army. Mirza B&ber, on the 
other hand, the son of Mirza Baysungur, accompanied by Khaltil 
Sditan, the son of Mahommed, son of Jahangueir, who was the 
grandson of Shah Rokh, by one of bis daughters, took the road to- 
wards Khorassaun ; the troops under the orders of these two princes, 
at the same time, plundering the Battrs 'of the encampment, and 
seizing for themselves every thing they couldlay hands on. Three 
days subsequent to his dissolution, the remains of the departed mon- 
arch were placed on a litter, and conducted, together with the main 
body of the army, on the way to Her&t. But, in the course of the 
march, a seditious faction among the Ameirs having persuaded Mirza 
Abdulldtteif, that Gouhershaud, and the Terkhaunian chiefs, were 
hatching some treacherous design, the Shahzkdah, being already 
aware of the partiality of that princess towards Alla-ud-doulah, was 
easily led to give way to the impression. In some of the districts 
between Rey and Semnaun, he proceeded therefore to plunder the 
baggage of his widowed grandmother, and of her suspected accom- 
plices the Terkhaunian Ameirs; at the same time, seizing the person 
of every individual, of whose intentions he did not feel himst lf per- 
•fectly'seciire. 

This obnoxious measure was carried into execution on the last 
*dgy of Zilbudje ;* but what created universal surprise, was the ez« 

• 17tli of March, 1447. 
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treme barbarityexhibited.on this occasion.on the part of Abdullfltteif, A. H. «50.8»i. 
towards the widowed Oouher-shaud ; whom he so entirely bereaved ^ ■ 

of her property, that he left her not the meanest quadruped, to convey *^akhbauV. "' 
heron her melancholy journey to Herat. In consequence of this 
unmanly treatment, she was constrained, when the army resumed its- 
march, to accompany the army on foot, with an ordinary linnen scarf 
thrown over her head, and a statT in her hand; until a servant of one 
of the Ameirs of the hostile tribe of Berlas, taking compassion on ht'.r 
forlorn and hapless destiny, who but four days before had commanded 
millions, seated her on his own horse, and thus enabled her to proceed. 

Abdulliltteif appeared shortly afterwards before the gates of Dama- 
ghaun, which had been-closed against him by the person in command. 

The place was, however, immediately attacked and carried by assault, 
and given up to be plundered by the soldiery. From thence he has- 
tened to Bostaum ; and there he first received intelligence that his 
kinsman Mirza B&her, on the invitation of Ameir Hindfikah Kou- 
keltaush, the governor of Jurjaun, had proceeded to that place, and 
already assumed the sceptre of royalty. Continuing his march to 
Suhbuzwaur, Mirza AbduUutteif was next informed that Ameir 
Sultan Shah Berlaus, and his associates employed , to bring Mirza 
Sultan Mahommid to a sene of his duty, were on their return ; but 
that one ot them, Nizam-ud dein Ahmed the son of Feyrouz Shah, 
had proceeded by the route of Tersheiz, din ctly lor Herlt. From 
Suhbuzwaur, .A bdullfitteif now made the best of his way to Neysba- 
pur ; where he be came finally apprized that his other kinsman AII&- 
ud-doiilah, the son ot Baysungui, had thrown open the gates of the 
royal treasury at Herllt, and that a division of the troops, among whom 
he had distributed its contents, were already at M6sh-hed, prepared 
to oppose the attempts of all those who were hostile to his claims on 
the sovereign power. . 

In fact; it appears that having received early intelligence of the 
death of his grandfather, All4-ud-doulah had ascended the throne of 
Khorassaun at - Herht, towards the commencement of the month of 
Mohurrem, of the eight hundred and fifty-first of the hidjerah ;* rec- 
koning upon the unresistiug submission of the brothers, and propoa-t. 

* Latter eod of March, 1417. 
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A. D. 850-851. ing to dispatch some splendid present to purchase the 'forbearance of 
K boUus^rui. unc*® OJflgh Beg, the legitimate heir to his father’s power, at Sa- 
akbbaur. roarkaiid. But, he no sooner became apprized of the barbarous treats 
ment to which the dowager Goubershaud had been exposed, on the 
part of AbduliAtteif, than he determined on immediate hostilities 
against that prince ; and Mirza Salah the son of Mirza Peir Mahoin- 
med, the Shirauzian, together with the Ameirs Weiss and Ahmed 
Terkhaunians, at the head of a chosen b )dy of troops, was in conse- 
quence dispatched to Mi^sh-hed, to obstruct the designs in that quar- 
ter. Receiving, on their arrival at that place, intelligence of the 
remissness and unprovided posture of the troops of Abdullutteif, 
these chiefs immediately determined on an attempt to surprise his 
camp; and making a forced march, on the night of Sunday the Idth 
of Sulfur,* completely succeeded in their design. The princess 
Goubershaud was instantly set at liberty, by the Terkhaunian Ameirs 
of her party, by whom she was securely conducted to the outskirts 
of the encampment ; where they drew up their followers without 
delay, and struck up their music to redouble the alarm. Mirza 
Abdull6tteif, who, to this moment, had remained immersed in sleep, 
and unconcern, was at last awakened by the unusual uproar, and 
hastened, as far as possible under such circumstances of confusion, to 
rally his troops lor battle; but, his horse dropping down dead in the 
conflict which ensued, he became a prisoner in the hands of the 
assailants, who proceeded to pillage bis camp without further resis- 
tance. 


Thus far successful, Mirza Salah, and the Terkhaunian Ameirs, 
escorting the litter of Goubershaud, and the remains ot the departed 
Shah Rukb, returned towards Her&t. At the town of Jaum, they 
were met by All&-ud-doulah ; who had proceeded so far to do honor 
to the widow of his grandfather, whose body he thence conducted in 
solemn state lo the metropolis of his dominions. The remains of 
the departed monarch were soon afterwards deposited, with all the 
customary solemnities, in the Gumbez, or mausoleum, of Gouher- 
abaud at llerbt, already dedicated to the repose of his son the late 
Mifza Bayauogur ; although at a subsequent periqd, the body of the 


* 28Ui of April 1447. 
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Shall was again removed by Olugh Beg, and buried by the side ofTey- 
ini!ir,al Samarkand. In the mean time, Mirza AbdullQtteif was impris- 
oned in the citadel of Ekhtiaur-ud* dein ; from whence, however, he 
was not long afterwards released, in cq^nsequence of a treaty conclu- 
ded between his father 016gh Beg, and All^-ud-doulah, the former 
prince having crossed the Oxus and advanced to Baikh, with the 
design, if it had not been otherwise ordained, of taking possession 
of Khorassaun. By this treat^s the government of that great pro- 
vince appears, however, to have been formally ceded to A\lk-ud- 
doulcih, in consideratson of the immediate enlargement of Abdullut- 
teif, who was invested with that of Baikh the moment he joined his 
father. 

Nc veriheless, in consequence of a refusal, on his part, to discharge 
some of the followers of Abdullutteif, who had been taken during 
the disgiareful rout near Neyshapiir, the unwarrantable detention of 
a stipulated share of the treasures of Shah Rokh, which he had faith- 
fully promised to convey to his uncle, and, more immediately, to 
chastise the enormities committing by his troops at Sheberghaun and 
Endekhoiid, hostilities soon broke out afresh with Allk>ud>doulah; 
in the course of which the latter was totally defeated, in a battle* 
near the river Murghaub, by Olugh Begin person, and compelled to 
witi'.dravv from Kliorassaiin, the capital of which, shortly afterwards, 
suhmitted to the conqueror. But Olugh Beg had no sooner returned 
to the provinces beyond the Jeyhun, than the metropolis of Herat 
fell into the hands of the younger brother, Mirza Abulkaussem B&ber, 
who bestowed the district of Toun, by way of perpetual jagueir, for 
tlie maintenance of the extruded Alla-ud-doulah ; although, at the 
suggestion of the evil- disposed, he was not long afterwards induced 
to withdraw this bounty, and to place the person of his brother under 
restraint. Allk-ud-doulah contrived yet, notwithstanding, toefifect 
bis escape from confinement into the province of Ghour, and pro- 

* We cannot omit to remark, that the father of Meirkhond, the author of the Rouzut-us- 
suff^, was in the train of Sheikh Omar, a devout personage of Kfaorassauii employed on 
this occasion, by AlU ud-doulah, to intercede for an accommodation with Olikgh Beg: hut 
the battle bad taken place before the mission could reach the camp of that monarch, between 
Senjaub, and a small station called Tertaub, or Ternaub. 
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ceedinp; thenc(> through Seiestaun, finally conireyed himself in to Irik 
Ajem : from whence, at a remoter period; he accompanied his other 
brother Mirza Sfiltan Mahommed, on his successful expedition into 
Khorassaun. 

Hut it would indeed be an endless task, were we to pursue the 
almost interminable detail of those distractions, with which the fran- 
tic ambition of the ri\ai branches of the family of Teymfir continued 
long to agitate, and harass, these beautiful but devoted regions. We 
shall tlterefore hastily pass to the concluding events of the government 
of Oliigh Beg; whose name will always claim the attention of the 
oriental reader, from his reputed eminent attainments in science, and. 
more particularly in. that of astronomy. 

Unfortunately, these latter were deeply tainted with the absurd 
speculations of judicial astrolos:y, in the course of which, in casting 
the nativity of his son Abdullutteif, he had, it seems, discovered that 
he was destined to experience some fatal injury from tne hands of 
that prince ; and he had been confirmed in this notion by the repeaN 
ed declaration of Moulana Mahommed Ardestauny, the very wonder 
of the age in the mysteries of that occult art. Hence the conduct 
of Olfigh Beg, towards Abdullhtteif, was distinguished ever afterwards 
by an unchanging course ot unkindness and discouragement; and all 
bis favors were reserved for the younger brother, .^bdnlazziz. On tiie 
other hand, Abdullutteif was sufficiently sensible to the eflfects of 
this partiality, although probably not aware of the source ; and the 
seeds of disgust thus mutually implanted were forced to early ma- 
turity, in the bosom of Abdullutteif, by some recent instances of in- 
justice, on the part of the father, subsequent to the battle of Tertaub, 
the glory of which he 8«-emed disposed to ascribe to the exertions of 
Abdulazziz. Having found it expedient to abandon Herkt, at the 
approach of his kinsman Baber, Abdullfitteif ventured to suspend his 
retreat at Baikh, and there he finally determined on hostilities against 
his father; to which be was more immediately impelled by the dis- 
covery, among the papers of Meiran Shah, another of the race of 
Tevipfir who had just fallen in conflict with him, a letter from 
Olfigh Beg, urging him to attack the government of his son. On 
this, the first step of Abdullutteif was to destroy the chests of Turn* 
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fhAis, or charters, issued by his father, to the different retainers pos- A.H. 851-853. 

siblv; after which he assembled his troops, resolvine, sword in hand, 

^ , , , , 1 /» . Knolausset-ulf 

to justify his unnatural revolt at the hazard of existence. akhbaur. 

At a piece of intelligence calculated, in ordinary circumstances, to 
awaken considerable alarm, OI6gh Beg on his part exhibited some 
symptoms of impatience and agitation ; and, having left Abdulazziz to 
take care of Samarkand, he hastened without delay at the headofa nu> 
merous army, to the banks of the Jeyhhn, AbJullhtteif being already 
on the spot to oppose his passage over that river. And in this atti- 
tude, the father and son continued opposed to each other for some 
time ; while their troops occasionally crossed above and below, and 
engaged in frequent partial conflicts, in which the advantage is alleg- 
ed to have been, invariably, on the side of Abdullutteif. However, 
after many days had been consumed in these fruitlessand unavailing hos- 
tilities, information was received from Samarkand that Abdulazziz 
bad but ill executed the trust reposed in him ; and that he had dared 
to stretch his sacrilegious hands against the families of the absent 
Ameirs, and other subjects of his father’s government. In conse- 
quence of this, and in the hopeof restraining him from these unsanctified 
violations, Olugh Beg dispatched to admonish him against his un- 
warrantable conduct, without, however, producing the slightest effect. 

The nobles of bis court, therefore, driven to extremity by such un- 
controlable insolence, on the part of the son, prepared, without further 
ceremony, to seize the person of the father, in order to deliver him up 
to Abdulldtteif ; when, at this very crisis, an event occurred which, 
fertile as the period was in examples of treason and ingratitude, does 
not yet seem to have been contemplated without considerable sur- 
prise. 

Mirza Sfiltan Abd Saeid,* the son of Sfiltan Mahommed, son of 
Meiran Shah, although he had passed the greater part of his life in 
subordinate attendance on the court of Oidgh Beg, had, however, not 
the less continued to cherish in his bosom the hope of independent 
power, whenever an opportunity should offer to gratify his ambition; 
and the moment in which the father and son were thus opposed to each 

* We are to bear in mind that this was the lineal ancestor of the Huidiutauoy bnuich 
of the house of TeymAr. 
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A. H. 851-853. Other in mortal hostility, was that whiolt*he considered favorable 
to the attainment of his object; Having, therefore, prevailed upon 
akbbaur. the tribe of Arghdn to support him, he boldly unmasked his designs, 
and marched immediately to Samarkand. As the greater part of the 
troops ot the province had proceeded to the scene of operations on the 
banks of the Jeybtin, Abdula27.iz was destitute of the means of oppos* 
ina him in the field, and was necessarily constrained to shut himself up 
behind the walls of the metropolis. Information of the da"ger was, 
however, instantly conveyed to Oifigh Beg; who, in the midst of liis 
astonishment at an attack so little expected, returned without a mo- 
ment's delay to the relief of his capital — Sultan Abfl Saeid withdraw- 
ing at his approach for the present, and retiring to the territory of his 
allies oftheMoghfil tribe of Arghun. But the absence of Olhgh Beg on 
this occasion afforded, on the other hand, to Abdullutteif, the oppor- 
tunity, of which he immediately availed himself, to cross the Oxus 
with his whole force, which he now led on the direct road to Sa- 
markand. 

At the village of Dameshk, on the way to that metropolis from 
the Oxus, he was opposed by bis father, but with a pusillanimity 
which little corresponds with what we may have been hitherto dis- 
posed to conceive of the character of Olfigh Beg; since, in tlie con- 
flict which took place on this occasion, although posted on hill 
which overlooked the field of battle, and doubilesi'^eyond the reach 
of danger, he prematurely turned his back on the combatants, and 
ignominiously fled towards Samarkand, before any decision could have 
been yet formed of the issue of the day. .At that place, lie was des- 
tined to experience a further act of treacherous ingratitude as little 
expected as any former one, for Meiran Shah Koutchein, whom, from 
the dust, he had raised to the government of his capital, now perfi- 
diously closed the gates against him, and denied admission on any 
terms. The unhappy monarch was, therefore, constrained to direct 
bis flight, in the utmost incertitude, towards Shahrokhiah on the Sey* 
bfln. Here also, receiving intimation that Ibrauhim, the governor of 
the place, entertained disloyal designs s^ainst his person, bis resi- 
dence became unsafe; and be returned again, for the last time, to 
Samarkand. Arrived in his capital, now in possession of AbdulJfittei^ 
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he obtained an interview with that rebellious son ; at which some 
circumsidiices occurred, of a nature so strange and unprecedented, 
that the authors from whom we derive the information declare them* 
selves, from shame and indignation, utterly incapable of putting them 
upon record In conclusion, a person of the name of Abbas, whose 
father had been on some former occasion put to death by an order from 
Olugh Beg,and known to he suborned by Abduliutteif, now presenfed 
himself to the pageant whom, in conformity with the policy of Tey- 
mhr, they bad raised to the titular dignity of Khaun, and on his knees 
demanded retribution on the destroyer of his father. Under such 
circumstances a mandate was issued, in the name of this titularKhaun, 
directing that the charge should be submitted to the usual course of 
investigation: and a Fetwa, or judicial decree, was accordingly drawn 
up under the authority uf all the ulema of Samarkand, declaring that 
Oiiigh Beg was clearly obnoxious to the law of retaliation. On the 
basis of this harsh and arbitrary sentence, Abduliutteif committed his 
unhappy father to the disposal of Ameir Hadjy Mahommed K.hossrou, 
for the purpose, as he effected to alhge, of conducting him to Mek- 
kaii ; and he accordingly quitted Samarkand the same day, about the 
hour of evening prayer. 

The author of the Kouzut-us-siifftt enables us further to state, that 
he heard the same Hadjy Manommed with his own lips describe 
the sequel of tiiis foui transaction, in the following terms. On the 
evening on which he quitted Samarkand as the conductor of Ol&gh 
Beg, the latter appeared to urge the course .of his horse, in a manner 
that bespoke extraordinary satisfaction at his deliverance, conversing 
as he went along, with an air of perfect indifference, with the com- 
panion of his journey . VVln.n, however, they had proceeded but a 
short distance from the city, a person from behind suddenly pulled 
the narrator by the sli< ve; on wtiicli looking back, he observed that 
it was a man of the tribe of Selddz, whom he recollected as having 
familiar access to the presence of Abduliutteif, and he demanded with 
some surprise, if all was well ! The man replied, that by an order 
from the Khaun, it was intimated that Oldgh Beg should suspend ins 
journey on some convenient and habitable spot, until such an < quip- 
and such requisites for his journey, should be provided as were 
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not only suitable to his rank, but satisfactory in the eyes of the world. 
The Hadjy briefly rejoined, that to hear, was sufficient to command 
‘obedience. Olugh Beg then ventured to enquire what was the sub« 
ject of this man*s communication ; and being apprized, said not a word 
more, but appeared to sink at once under the weight of his appre> 
hensions. At no great distance from the spot, there stood a small 
village, at which they dismounted from their horses, and prepared to 
pass the night ; and, as the evening proved rather cold, OlCigh Beg 
desired the attendants to make up a fire before him, at which they 
might, at the same time, proceed to cook their frugal meal. While 
they were thus employed, a spark entered the mantle which the 
prince had thrown round his shoulders, and set it on fire; which, 
however, he easily extinguished with his own hands, only exclaim* 
ing, with some degree of vexation, that even the elements seemed 
aware of the wretchedness to which he was reduced. 

In this state of alarming suspense, Hadjy Mahomrned further alle* 
ged that Olhgh Beg no longer attempted to conceal the strong feelings 
of perturbation, by wliich his mind w'as disquieted ; one while intreat* 
ing to be informed of the fate of Abdullazziz, and another piteously 
demanding whether any orders had yet been received as to his own 
execution. Under such circumstances, the minister of vengeance 
suddenly entered, in the person of Abbas above described, accompa* 
Died by another individual. The moment his eye fell upon Abbas, 
the unhappy prince started from his seat, and with his fist struck him 
a violent blow on the breast; on whicii the attendant instantly tore 
off the leathern doublet in which his victim was clad, while Abbas 
withdrew to bring a cord. In the mean time, Hadjy Mahomrned 
bolted the door of the apartment; the wretched object of all this vio- 
lence raising loud and lamentable cries for assistance. Abbas soon 
THturned, and leading the poor prince out of the chamber, seated 
him down on a spot near which they had planted a biasing torch, or 
flambenvi. Hadjy Mahomrned and his companions seizt'd the oppor- 
tunity to slip off, while the villain Abbas, with a single stroke of his 
scimitar, bestowed the honors of martyrdom upon him, whom the 
author now ventures todesignate, the just, the learned, tite munificent, 
•and the virtuous Olfigh Beg. Hadjy Mahomrned then returned to 



575 


Samarkanr), where AbdullAtteif had already put his brother Abdul* 
azziz to death, three days previous to the assasination of his unhappy 
father. The date of this latter event is precisely exhibited in the 
phrase, Abbas kosht — Abbas kill'^d; the Persian characters of which, 
numerically applied, form together the total 853, bein^the year of the 
bidjerah in which the murder was perpetrated, corresponding with the 
year of Christ 144'9, some time in the month of November. 

The unfeeling paricide was, however, not permitted long to enjoy 
his ill-acquired power: for although possessed of many generous qua- 
lities, and of considerable acuteness of understanding, yet an inflex- 
ible severity of temper, and an extraordinary quick-sightedness in the 
detection of guilt, led him in all his proceedings to award hispunish- 
ments,in a proportion far beyond the magnituileof theoflVnce. Hence, 
it is alleged, that a conspiracy was early formed against his life, by a 
combination among the servants of Oldgh B<*g, and of his murdered 
brother, Abdulazziz. From the period of his father's assassination, he 
is al>o said to have had perpetually in his mouth, the couph-t asciib- 
ed, by Nizamini,to Sheirfiiah, the murderer of Khossrou Parveiz ; 
“ the parricide is unworthy of the throne — Yet should he be permit- 
ted to attain it, let not his power exceed the period of six months.” 
Accordingly, on the evening of the 26th of the former Reblieiaof the 
eight hundred and fifty fourth of the hidjerah,* Just six months after 
the consummation of his crime, as this tyrant polluted with a father’s 
blood was returning, heedless of his destiny, from theBaugh-e-chiinaur 
into Samarkand, one of the conspirators, from the post where tliey 
had lodged themselves for the execution of their design, discharged 
an arrow, which transfixed him through the body; and his attendants 
immediately dispersing in dismay, the whole approached without 
obstacle, and striking otf his head, proceeded to suspend it from the 
principal arch, ii> the front of the college of OlQgh Beg. The naoie 
of the conspirator, by whose hand this act of retributive justice was 
inflicted on Abdulliitteif; happened to be Bkba Hfksseyne; and it is 
further-singular, that the characters in the sentence, “ B&ba Hfisseync 
kosht,” B&oa HAsseyne killed him, “comprehend also the date of 
this catastropbe~854i 
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Immediately on the death of Abdu116tteif, the nobles, and higher 
classes of inhabitants at Samarkand, concurred in raising Mirza Ab> 
dullab the Shirauzian, the son of Mirza Ibrauhim S61tan, to the spe* 
cious honors of an unsubstantial sovereignty. Mirza Sfiitan Ab& 
S&eid, however, who had effected his escape from imprisonment and 
fled to Bokhara, towards the close of the ephemeral reign of Abdul- 
lutteif, no sooner became apprized of the recent events, than he secured 
Bokhara for himself, and marched directly for Samarkand. Mirza 
Abdullah, at the head of his adherents, hastened to give him battle; 
and victory declaring for the troops ofSamarkand, Sultan Abu Saeid 
was once more compelled to retire into the countries beyond the 
Seyhun; where he continued, for some time, to wander from place to 
place without any settled habitation, until, towards the commence* 
ment of the eight hundred and fifty fifth of the hidjerah,* he contrived 
to possess himself of the fortress of Yassy. Without the smallest 
delay, a body of troops was dispatched by Mirza Abdullah, in order 
to reduce that place; but it proved so well prepared for defence, that 
they returned, soon afterwards, ignominiously repulsed to Samarkand. 
Abdullah now threw open the gates of his treasury, and proceeded, 
by a lavish distribution of its contents, to lure to his standard a more 
numerous force, and to set on foot the most formidable equipments; 
in order effectually to crush the ambitious designs of Mirza Sultan 
Abii Skeid. The latter, whom our authorities concur in distinguish* 
ing, henceforth, by the title of Sultan S^eid, the august SAItan, ap* 
prized of these alarming preparations, •immediately dispatched, in 
conformity with the advice of the Ameirs of his party, to solicit the 
aid of Abulkheyre Khaun, monarch of the Ouzbeks; who very cheer* 
fully complied with the request, marching without hesitation, in 
person, to hi» support. Forming a junction soon afterwards, the two 
princes proceeded with united force immediately towards Samarkand; 
^nd it is gravely alleged that the Khaun of the Ouzbeks, on this oc* 
'Casion, finding that his people suffered grievously from the excessive 
drought and heat of the weather, had recourse to the mysteripus vir* 
tuesof the Juddab*taush, in consequence of which, an abundant fall 
of rain was immediately obtained, together with a nailder temperature 
of sky. 


• Commeociog 2d of February A. D. 1451. 
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Receiving information of the approach of the allied monarchs, Mirza 
Abdullah on his part, at the head of a powermi army, advanced with 
becoming resolution to oppose them ; and towards the latter part of 
the former Jummaudy, of the eight hundred and fifty fifth of the hid- 
jerah,* at a village called Shirauz, at the distance of four farsangs, or 
about fourteen miles, from Samarkand, the hostile armies came to a 
conflict. In this, the troops of Mirza Abdullah were totally defeated ; 
and that prince, havine: been overtaken in his flight from the field of 
battle, was immediately dispatched to pursue his course of ambition 
in another world. In the mean time, well knowing the enormities 
to which the inhabitants would be exposed, were the Ouzbeks once 
to obtain possession of Samarkand, Sfiltan AbCi Sfleid, resolved, if 
possible, to avert that worst of mischiefs; and having, by some means 
or other, contrived, accordingly, to amuse the Ouzbek chiefs, he rode 
alone to the gates of the city, and announcing himself to the guards, 
called upon them to give him instant admission, if they desired to 
preserve the town from the outrages of the Ouzbeks. The people 
immediately threw open the gate, and the Sfi I tan entering, proceeded 
without delay, to secure the walls and towers against attack. Per> 
suasive and conciliatory messages were then employed, to soothe the 
disappointment of Abulkheyre, who, to his no small surprise, found 
the entrance into the city thus barred against him. He was, however, 
by suitable presents to himself and to his subordinate chiefs, at last 
prevailed upon to withdraw into his own country; thus happily re- 
lieving the people of Samarband from the rapacious volence, to which 
they would otherwise have been exposed, from these ferocious and 
sanguinary tribes. 

In a former part of his summary the author has noticed, that Mirza 
All£i-ud>doulah, after having once more obtained possession of Herkt, 
learning, however, that bis brother, Abfilkaussem B&ber was ap- 
proaching, again abandoned that city, and retired towards Balkb, 
where a considerable number of men immediately flocked to his stand- 
ard. But Mirza Bliber also approaching to the same quarter at the 
head of bis army, on intelligence of his proceedings, Allk-ud-doulah 
conceived the force at his disposal, inadequate to any purpose ofi' 

* End of June 14&1. . 
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A. H. 865. effectual resistance, and withdrew with some precipitation, into the 

A. D. 1451. mountains of Huddukhshaun. Thither, in spite of every obstacle 

akfatnnir. * snowy weather, and the severity of a rigorous winter, he was pur- 
sued by his more fortunate brother, and his force entirely broken and 
dispersed. Upon this, returning to Baikh, Mirza Baber bestowed the 
government of that province, together with Kbiidezand Baklawn, upon 
Ameir Peir Derwaish Hazauraspy, and his brother Ameir Ally, each 
of them equally distinguished for integrity of mind, and liberality of 
disposition. From Baikh, Mirza B&ber now proceeded to Herkt ; 
where he was immediately destined to witness anotlier of those ex- 
amples of perfidy and ingratitude, which so frequently stain the pages 
of oriental history. 

When he recently took his departure for Baikh, he had entrusted 
the government of the important castle of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein, to one 
of his officers of the name of Aweiss Beg; who had, as it would ap- 
pear, scarcely taken charge of his trust, before he determined to betray 
it. Easily impelled by the fumes of a distempered ambition to aim 
at independent -power, without calculating the hazard of failure, this 
man rashly proceeded to fortify his post, and to maintain it against 
all attempts to reduce him to his duty; neither could he be prevailed 
upon to abandon his design, although well assured of the return of his 
prince, and that he was actually lodged in the Baugh-e-seffeid, or 
white gardens, in the neighborhood of Herkt. At the same time, the 
defences of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein were of a description so formidable, as 
to occasion some embarrassment in determining on the plan of attack ; 
but that which was not to be effected without extreme difficulty, 
through the application of mere force, was accomplished with perfect 
facility, through the exertions of a little ordinary addresson the part 
of Mirza Baber. A confidental -person w'as employed by the latter 
to acquaint Aweiss, that without putting him to the inconvenience 
and hazard of quitting his post, the prince would himself repair to a 
particular spot within the range of the works, to hold a conference 
with him. Mirza BIber accordingly entered the city one evening, 
and, having sent a band of music and singers to lead the way, directed 
a division of tried soldiers to follow towards the gate ot the castle, at 
aconveoieiit distance behind. Posting themselves before the principal 
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entrance, the party in advance, as they were instructed to do, pro- a. 
claimed aloud, that the Mirza was arrived; on which A weiss, without ^ 
the smallest hesitation, passed the wicket, and presented himself, 
unattended, without the gate, in order, as he supposed, to receive the 
prince. He was, however, instantly attacked by one of the party; 
but him he killed with his dirk, and threw headlong into the ditch 
of the place. Nevertheless, before he could regain the gateway, the 
remainder of the party rushed forw^ard and dispatched him on the 
spot; and a tew days afterwards, the place was surrendered without 
further trouble, to Mirza Baber, by the brother of the rebel. 

Not long afterviards, one of the domestics of A Jia-ud-dnulah came 
to apprize Baber that his master was in the neighborhood, and that 
he actually Jay concealed in the quarter of the washermen, a su- 
burb ot the city so calh-d ; on which a party was sent in search of 
hiiii, and be was finally discovered and again conveyed to his prison. 

Towards the conclusion of the eight hundred and fiftv-fifth of the 
bidjerah, Mirza Sultan Mahommed the son of Baysungur, quitted 
Shirauz, for the last time, on his march towards Khorassaun ; his 
brother Baber being at this period in winter quarters at Bostaum. 
On iutelligeiice, however, of the hostile designs of Sultan Mahoin- 
med, Mirza Baber resolved to try the effect of an accommodation ; 
aiid tor that purpose, Kliaiijah Moulana, the Sheikh-ul isslaum, or 
patriarch of the true faith, who had recently repaired to his court 
from Samarkand, was dispatched by him to the camp of his brother, 
now advanced to the iieig'hborliood of Isfahauii. Through the zeal 
and exertion of this Sheikh, a treaty w'as at length concluded between 
the brothers; by which it was agreed upon that some inconsiderable 
districts of the pn^vince of Khorassaun should be definitively trans- 
ft rred to the government ot l ak Ajem, and that in all the countries 
subjec t to the authority of Alirza Bkber, the Khotbah and Sikkah, or 
regalities of the mosque and mint, should be regulated in the name 
of Sultan Mahomnied. Confiding. in the validity of this treaty, Mir- 
za Baber quitted Bostaum on the return of the negociator; and he 
was proceeding into Aluzanderaun, when overtaken on the road 
by repeated expresses with infcirmation that, in contempt of his 
recent engagements, Mirza Sultan Mahommed had given him the 
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A. Hk85&«&7. sri]!, and conducted his army, by Bostaain and Damaghaun, imme» 
A. D jQ Esfer&eiu, which anpears to lav about midway between 

KmHttUbfert-ul ‘ _ lit «>, . 

aikbbiiur. Asterabad and Mush hed. This piece of intelligence produced for 
a moment considerable surprise and uneasiness, on the part of Mirza 
B&ber; but recovering from his embarrassment, he finally deteimiiied, 
with such a force as he could immediately collect, to leave the forests 
of Mazanderaun, and hasten with all the expedition -in his power, to 
give battle to his perfidious brother. 

At the station of Tchunaweran, on the road from Asterabad to 
Esfer^ein, whither Shltan Mahommed had hastened with an equal 
resolution to bring their claims to the decision of the sword, the 
rival brothers came to a conflict ; in the course of which, betrayed 
by Abfl S&eid Mcirum, one of his principal officers, who went over 
about the commencement of the action, to Mirza Bfiber, and appriz- 
ed him that it was the intention of his brother to break throu<;h the 
centre of his army, Mirza Sultan Mahommed was taken prisoner in 
leading his troops directly to the charge; the Khorassaunians opening 
systematically to receive him, and then closing their ranks again to 
cut him off from his followers. The captive Sultan, at the early age 
of four and thirty, was immediately put to death by the di.ection of 
B&ber ; and one brother having been thus effectually ('isposed of, it 
was determined to obviate all f irther attempts on the part of All^- 
ud-doiilah, the other, now also a prisoner in the camp of the con- 
queror, by an order to deprive him of sight. Softened, however, by 
a sentiment of compassion, those entrusted with the performance of 
this operation, only passed the searing instrument across the eyelids, 
which their prisoner was, at the same time, instructed to close as 
firmly as possible; so that the pupil of t!ie eye escaped without 
injury, and it ts probable that we shall again hear of Alla-ud-doulah. 

Having obtained this decisive victory over his brother, Mirza Bri- 
ber, instead of proceeding into Irtik by the ordinary route of Key, 
determined, with the advice of his council, to conduct his troops 
by that of Tersbeiz and Toun, immediately to Shirauz. However 
•this may have been, after experiencing considerable difficulty in ob« 
taining supplies for his followers, he contrived to reach Yezd; where 
ha was joined by the Ameifs Nizam-ud-dein Ahmed, and SAltan 
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Ht^Keyne the sons of Feyrouz Shah, by Gheyauth-ud>dein Peir 
Ahmed of Khowauf, and others of the piincipal officers of the late 
Mirza Sditan Mahommed ; and, soon afterwards, he proceeded to Shi* 
rauz. When he had continuid at that metropolis for a period of 
four months, intelligence was conveyed to him that the troops of 
Ameir Jahaun Shah the Turkomaun, the son of Kara Yi^ssuf, had 
captured S&wah, which was considered as the key of Irhk Ajem on 
that side, and that they were now pressing the siege of Koumtr. 
Leaving therefore Mirza Sunjur as his lieutenant in the government 
of Shirauz, Rkber took his departure for Irak ; but, finding on his 
march that his brother Alla-ud-doiilah, after effecting his escape 
from Mush'hed to the country of Fariaub, had obtained the assistance 
of Ameir Yadgaur Shah, the chief of the tribe of Erlaiit, to reduce 
the city of Buikh, and that he was at this moment spreading disaf- 
fection and disorder throughout Khorassaun, ^very other considera- 
tion was abandoned as of little importance, when the security of that 
great province was at stake. Accordingly, on the sixteenth of Rud- 
ii)lt. of tho year eight hundred and fifty-six,* turning off from the 
Koijshi k-ozoni, or yell',w kiosk, Mirza Baber proceeded immedi- 
ately towa s Yezd, where he arrived on the 22d of the same month. 
After consigning the government of that place to Mirza Khaleil Sfil- 
tan the son of Mahommed .lahangueir, be continued his march 
thence, and on the twelfth o? the succeeding month of Shabaun.f 
reached the metropolis of IJer4t without obstacle; the exertions of 
Ameir Peir ’''erw^ish 'Hazauraspy, and of the other Araeirs of Khor- 
assaun, having been sufficient to repel the attempts of Allk-ud-doulah, 
previous to his arrival. 

Mirza Baber now resigned himself, without restraint, to his plea- 
sures; to which he appears, on all occassions, to have been sufficiently 
devoted. In the midst of ih=?se, he was, however, some time in the 
eight hundred and fifty seventh of the hidjerah,^ a little disturbed by 
the sudden arrival of Mirza Sunjur, and the other officers w'hom he had 
left for the security of Shirauz and the other governments of Fars; who 
bad been expelled from the whole of that province, as well as from 
* 2d of August 14^2. t 28tb of August. 

I CouimeociiigUie 11th of Jaouarj Iddjfl. 
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Irkk, by the Tfirkomauns. On the I7th of the former Rebbeia, of 
the same year, we find recorded the death of the venerable Sheikh 
Baba-ud'Hein Omar, which is more particularly noticed here, because 
it is mentioned that Seyud Khhwend Shah, the father of the author 
of the Rouzut>uS'Sufia,.by coiqmand of Mirza Bkber, presided at bis 
funeral. 

Towards the middle part of the year eia;kt hundred and fifty seven*, 
the summer of the Christian era, 1453, ever memorable for the capture 
of Constantinople by Mahommed the Ild, having completed his pre- 
parations, MirzaBkber determined once more to attempt the subjuga- 
tion of Irkk Ajem, and avenge himself effectually upon Aineir Jahauti 
Shah, and the Kkrakfiynlfi, or black-wether Tfirkomauns. On the 
91st of the month of Rudjub,* at the head of a powerful army, he 
accordingly quitted Herat, on his march for Asterabad ; but on his 
arrival at Ghuzzelniauje, a dependency on Jennoushaun, or Khahuu- 
shaun, he became apprized, on the information of one the domestics 
of Mirza Khaleil Sfiltan, whom he had entrusted with the govern- 
ment of Yezd, that his master with other evil disposed persons had 
entered into a conspiracy hostile to his authority, and an inquiry 
became immediately necessary to examine into the facts of the accu- 
sation. Enough was discovered to establish the guilt of the Shah- 
zadah, and be was without further ceremony dispatched to explore 
the regions .of another world. Having passed the month of Ramzaiin 
at Ghuzzulniauje, Mirza Baber then put his troops again in motion 
about the beginning of Shavaul.f and on the 15th of Zilkaudah,^ his 
camp was formed in the neighborhood of Asterabad. He returned 
however, to pass the winter at Jurjaun, where it will be remembered 
that he commenced his career of independence. 

But, towards the close of winter, a dispatch from Baikh announced 
to him the more serious intelligence that Shitan Skeid had crossed the 
Jeyhfin ; and, after having defeated and killed Ameir Peir Derwaish, 
and bis brother Ally, in a battle which they bad hazarded to oppose 
him, that he was now encamped before that ancient city. The ex- 
pedition into Irkk Ajem was, therefore, unavoidably deferred to a more 
convenient opportunity; and Mirza Baber, with the utmosi celerity, 
* 27tbotJuly 14&8, t October 1453. 1 lOtb ol Noveuiber. 
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BOW directed the whole of his force towards the territory on the 
Oxus. Having proceeded to the other side of the Mdrghauh, or 
river of Meru» further’ intelligence reached him from llalkh, that 
Sdlian Saeid had recrosstd the Jeyhun at Termed, and returned to 
his capital of Samarkand. This did not, however, produce any 
change in the measures of Mirza Biiher, who continued his march 
without interruption towards Bakalaun; in order to cross by the fiv-e 
branches which, lower down, unite to compose the main stream of 
the Oxus, namely, those of Arhung, Sauly-serai, Kondez, Rokhesh, 
which is considered the largest, and KaulFernihaun. He appears to 
have effected the passage of the last, the heavy baggage being direct- 
ed to cross still higher up, where the stream was fordable without 
boats, on the first day of Kamzaun, of the year eight hundred and 
fifty-eight,* continuin? his march immediately to Hessaur, and from 
thence towards Nourdauk, or perhaps Nourdaug. In short, advanc- 
ing progressively by the route of Koholgha, or Koluga, known also 
by the designation of the iron gate, he conducted his troops without 
the suinllest opposition, to a station within one farsang of the gates 
of Samarkand ; where he encamped on the fourteenth of the month 
of Shavaul,f or about six weeks after having crossed the northern 
branch of the Oxus. 

Previous to his arrival in the neighborhood, Mirza Sultan Abli 
Saeid, w'ith the advice of the Seyud Khaujah Nausser*ud-dein Obai- 
dullah, and the principal inhabitants, had determined to sustain the 
attack of his adversary behind the wails of the city; and for that 
purpose, he had taken the earliest precautions to place the fortifica- 
tions in the best possible state of defence. The operations of the 
siege were therefore commenced on the part of Mirza Baber without 
delay ; but when it had, with mutual loss and inconvenience, been 
protracted tor a period of nearly forty days, a negoci.ation was opened 
through the medium of well disposed persons, which finally termin- 
ated in a treaty of peace — it being substantially agreed upon that 
the Oxus should continue to form the boundary between the two 
governments, and that the prisoners taken on either side should be 
-reciprocally released. In consequence of this arrangement, Mirza 
* 24th of August 1464. t 6tfa of October. 
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A. D. 856 61. Baber quitted his works before Samarkandf some time in the month 
ul Zilhudje, of the eight hundred and fifty-eighth of the hidjerah ;• 
akbbaur. and recrossing the Jeyhfin by the passage of Kerki, reached his ca- 
pital of Herat, on the 4th of Moburrem of the year eight hundred and 
fifty nine.f 

Early in that year, Ameir Kbaleil Hindoukah was employed on the 
part of Bkber, in the reduction of the neighboring province of Seies- 
taun, which he effected without great difficulty ; Shah Ht^sseyne the- 
son of Melek Ally, the ruler of the country, being assassinated by one 
of his tbllowers, and his head conveyed to Ameir Khaleil. In the 
course of the same year, from a principle of considerate liberality, 
Mirza Bkber conferred the government of Merfi, with the udjoining 
territory of Makhan, upon Mirza Sunjur; who had, probably, been 
dispossessed, by some means or other, of his fair proportion in the in- 
heritance of the Teymfirian family. In the mean lime, a body of 
Mazanderanians confined in the fortress of Emmaud, an impregnable 
place somewhere between Mfish-hed and Nessa, rose upon the gar- 
rison, and put the governor to death. Jullaul-ud-dein Mahmoud, 
however, who commanded at Mush-bed on the part of Bkber, hasten- 
ing without loss of time to the spot, happily contrived, through the 
assistance of a smith, who perforated a part of the wall from within,, 
to recapture the place, and restore it to the authority of his master. 

From this period nothing material appears to have occurred in the 
reign of Mirza Baber, until the eight hundred and sixty-first of the 
hidjerah; when having passed the winter at Mfish-hed, as that priuce 
was hunting or hawking in the neighborhood of Radegaun, a favorite 
Shonkaur, or white falcon, happening to break bis claw, he immedi- 
ately conceived it an omen to the last degree inauspicious to his 
power; and hastening back to Mfish-hed, he proceeded without fur- 
ther restraint to indidge in his ruling propensity for wine, which be 
bad, it seems, for some time previously forsworne. On the twenty- 
fifth of the same month,;}; after having passed great part of the 
morning in his litter, making a circuit of the gardens in the neighbor- 
liood, be had returned to his hall of audience, and presented liimself 

* Movembtr sod Oeceoiber, 1454. t 24th of December, 1464, 

} 21st of March, 1467, 
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as usual* to the Ameirs of the court, when sudHenly rising from his seat, a. H. 8 Cl. 

in apparent displeasure, he retired to the apartment of his women ; the A 

courtiers, as they withdrew from the presence chamber, sarcastically *^akhtaurr*'* 

remarking, that his wiue seemed to havejiroduced more than its ordi- 

efftct upon the prince — little suspecting that he had taken his last 

draught in this world, for about the hour of ten, that same forenoon, 

he was no more. Some of the most skiltul physicians, however, 

shrewdly suspected that his death had been hastened by poison; and 

many devout and conscientious persons solemnly avowed their con> 

viction of that b) lief, before the tomb of Ally Ruzza. In the mean 

time, the remains of the departed prince were deposited, with the 

usual solemnities, in the mausoleum erected by Shah Rokh, contigu> 

ous to that of the eighth liiiaum at MAsh-hed. 

On the same day on which the hopes of his friends were thus extin- 
guished by the premature death of Vlirza B&ber, who was generally 
designated by the praenomen of Abblkaussem, or father ot distributive 
benevolence, tlie Ameirs, and principal officers of state, concurred in 
placing his eldest son Mirza Shah Mahmfid, at this period not more 
than eleven years oi age, on the throne of Khorassaun; Ameir Hfis- 
seyne Ally making the best of his way to Herat, while his brother 
Ab 6 Saeid proceeded towards Serkhess, in order to secure the tran- 
(juillity of that quarter, and sheikhzkdah Peir Kowaum towards Merh, 
to solicit the concurrence of Mirza Siinjur, in the arrangements 
at Mdsh-hed. Eighteen days subsequent to the demise of his father, 

Mirza Shah Mahmud took his departure for Her&t; but on his way 
to that capital, he was met by the Peir Kowaum just mentioned, on 
his return from MerA, with the information, that Mirza Sunjur openly 
entertained aspiring projects of his own, and appeared but little dis- 
posed to concur in the authority of any superior. At the same time, 
a dispatch was received from Henit announcing that Meir Habeib, 
the governor of that place, had been thrown into a state of such mis- 
cra* le stupefaction, on intelligence ofthedeathofBkber, as to furnish 
to Mirza Lbrauhim the son of Alla ud-doulah, whom he had in cus- 
tody, the opportunity of which he availed himself, to escape through 
the negligence of his guards; and that that prince wasnow witlidrawiii 
to the territory on the MAi^haub.. 
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On the twenty sixth of the former Jummaudy, of the eiie^ht hundred 
: and sixty first of the hidjerah,* however, Mirza Shah MahniAd took 
<|jp his abode in the Baugh-e«mokhtaur, and a few days afterwards, in 
the Baugh-e-*zaughan, both celebrated gardens, in the viciiiity -of 
Herat. In these circumstances, the Sheikh Abd Saeid recently men- 
tioned, made his appearance from Serkhess, and immi diately proceed- 
ed, by a poll tax arbitrarily imposed, to commence a course of the 
most oppressive exactions on the inhabitants of the capital, in which 
they were, in no unfrequent instances, consigned to the inflictions of 
the torture in various shapes. The cries of an injured people did not 
long remain unheard. On the twenty first of the latter J uinmatidy,'f 
■Ameir Sheir Hadjy conducted the young Shah Mahm6ci into the city; 
and, having secured the gates, caused it to be immediately proclaimed 
to the inhabitants, that no one should presume to pay a single feiss 
of this arbitrary impost, and that those w ho had complied w ith the 
odious exaction, should demand restitui ion without a moment’s delay. 
At the same lime, they were authorized to plunder the agents employed 
by this Abii S&eid, wherever they could be found. On the other 
band, the obnoxious minister had lemained during the whole of the 
ensuing night, watching the event w ithout the gates of the town ; but 
before brealc of day on the following morning, accompanied by his 
brother Hdsseyne Ally, he thought it prudent to retire also towards 
the river Murgliaub. He had, however, not proceeded far on his 
way, before be was overtaken by Sheir Hadjy, and with his life com- 
pelled to atone :for bis numerous oppressions. 

Jn the mean time, ireports were continually arriving frorr the MQr- 
ghaub, of the numerous bodies of armed men who were assembling 
in that quarter, under the standard of Mirza Ibrauhiin the son of All£t- 
ud-doulah, and of the ^lesign, openly avowed by that prince, of march- 
ing to Her&t. Thus circumstanced, conceiving a suspicion that, from 
a desire to favor the wishes of the dowager Ciouhershaud, who had 
always evinced a predilection for Ibrauhiin^ the Teikhaiinian Arneirs 
might be induced ou the day of battle, to go over to that prince, Sheir 
Hadjy resolved to anticipate the design, by putting them all to death. 
Under the pretext then of assisting at a council of state, they were ac- 
* 20tb of April 1457. t of 
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cordingly invited to the palace in the raven gardens, for the purpose of 
carrying this plan of anticipated vengeance into execution. One of 
the proscribed chiefs, however, Ameir Ahmed the son of Feyrouz 
Shah, from an instinctive sagacity, conceiving some suspicion of the 
plot, instantly took to fligiit; and Sheir Hadjy, and his associate Peh- 
lewaun Hftsscyne Diwaunah, finding their design discovered, hasten- 
ed therefore to carry it into execution, against those « ho yet remained 
ill their power. Ameir Weiss Terkhan, although not before he had 
brought Sheir Hadjy to the earth, by a wound in the abdomen with 
his dirk, together with his son, and two more Ameirs of this distin- 
guished tribe, was now put to death; and the same day, as he was 
proceeding to his tenure of Khowauf, Pehlewaun Husseyne fell in 
with Ameir Ahmed the son ot Feyrouz Shah, whom he also dispatched 
to join his compeers. Sheir Hadjy then hastened to lodge the young 
Mirza Shah Matimud and the dowager Gouhershaud, in the fortress 
of Kkhtiaur-ud-dein, while the skill of his physicians was employed 
in tlie cure of his own wound. 

Tlie hostile preparations on the Mfirghaub had been now completed, 
and the shahzftdab Ibrauhim, at the head of a numerous and formid- 
able body of troops, no longer delayed his march towards HerSt. In 
const quence of this intormation, the first step of Sheir Hadjy was to 
remove, w'ith his ro>al ward Shah Mahmud, into the Baugh-e-mokh- 
taur, w'lthout the gates of the city; but, on the seventh ol Rudjub,* 
when It was announced that Mirza Ibrauhim was already in the neigh- 
borhood, the young Mahmdti was conveyed tow'ards Mush-hed, while 
Sheir Hadjy made the best of his wa\ to secure himself in the fortress 
of Neirahtou, a pla^e of great strength, twelve farsangs, or about two 
and forty miles, to the N. E. of Her^t. On the same day at noon, 
Mirza Ibrauhim took up his abode in the garden just evacuated by his 
adversaiies, and there publicly assumed the royal authority. Never- 
theless, intelligence arrived from Mfish-hed, a few days afterwards, 
that Mirza^hah Mahmud had yet beeUiable to assemble a considerable 
force, with which he was again advancing, towards. Herat; and Mirza 
Ibrauhim proceeded thence, in the middle of Shabaun,'!’ to give battle 
to his opponent Accordingly, not far from the Rebbaut, or quadr- 
* UOthofMay 1447, t Bcguiuingof July. 
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A. H.imi. raftffle, or caravanseiii, of Shah Melek, the hostile armies came to a 

A. D. 14&7 . conflict, in which, at One time, victory seemed disposed to declare 
fo'' MahmAd; hut the scale having been turned in favor of the 
opposite party, through the personal exertions of Ameir Ahmed Ter« 
khan, that young chief was finally defeated, and again compelled to 
retire towards MAsh*hed, pursued by the troops of his victorious 
kinsman. Although not a very singular occurrence, it was, at the 
same time, a circumstance full of perplexity and alarm to the unfor- 
tunate inhabitants of Herkt, that about ten in the forenoon of the 
twenty fifth ofShabaun,* intelligence should have reached them, that 
victory had declared for Miraa Shah MahmAd; about an hour after- 
wards, more recent information arrived, that fortune had changed sides, 
and that the standard of Mirza I'>rauhim was triumphant; and at noon 
of the same day, the agent of SAItan Skeid, the reigning prince of Sa- 
markand, made his appearance to announce, that his master would be 
under the walls of the town on the morning of the following day. 

To account for this latter circumstance it becomes necessary to 
state, that from the moment at which he found himself in secure pos- 
session of the throne of Samarkand, SAltan Skeid had ever had in view 
the reduction, not only of Khorassaun, but of the whole of the terri- 
tory usually comprized under the designation of Irkn. As soon, 
therefore, as the death of Mirza Bkber was announced to him his 
thoughts became the more irresistibly attracted towards that object, 
being further stimulated by the pressing invitations of Ameir Sheikh 
Hadjy, the governor of Balkh. He accordingly crossed the Ox us, at 
the head of his troops; and, by the 93th of Shabaun, he had led them 
by forced marches to a camp behind the village of Sauk-C'Selmaun, 
at no great distance from Herkt, to which he dispatched the message 
already idluded to. Moulana Ahmed Yessawel who commanded, on 
the part of Mirza Ibrauh'iro, in the citadel of EkhtiauT-ud-dein,evin- 
■ted, at first, a determination to defend the town; but on more mature 
reflection, he thought it more advisable to conftne his exertions 
exclusively, to the defence of his particular post. On the following 
day, however, SAItan Skeid, without experiencing any opposition, 
entered Herkt by the gate of Keptchauk, taking up his tesideuce in 

* 17Ui of July, 
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the Baii^h-e-sheher, or garden of the city — a palace belonging to the a. 

ancient sovereigns within the walls. A summons was now dispatched ^ 

to require the submission of MouUna Ahmed, and the surrender of *^akhlwur! *** 

the fortress of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein; to whict} be replied, that the plaoe 

had been confided to him, by a prince to whom he was bound by every 

tie of gratitude and duty, and that he was incapable of betraying his 

trust, while his benefactor wag living to reclaim it at his hands. 

This answer produced considerable resentment on the part of Si^ltan 
S&eid, whose troops were immediately directed to commence an attack 
upon the place, although with little prospect of success. 

In the mean time, some malevolent individuals had succeeded in 
persuading the Siiltan that the emissaries of Mirza Ibrauhim bad 
constant access to the presence of Goiihershaud, the widow of the 
illustrious Shah Rokh; and were as constantly sufiTered to depart 
without interruption, with every information that could be required, 
on the state of atfairs at Herkt. In consequence of this, the mon- 
arch, in a fit of unreflecting resentment, gave orders that this cele- 
brated princess, it seems, now, not less distinguished for her love of 
justice and her many other virtues, than for the elevated and illus- 
trious station which she had filled in the empire, should be put to 
death ; and the harsh decree was carried into execution on the tenth 
day of Kamzaun, of the eight hundred and sixty-first of the hidjerah.* 

After the consummation of this act of unwarrantable severity, for 
such, even in the mildest sense it is admitted to have been by our 
author. Sheikh Hadjy conceived he might venture from Neirabtou 
to Herkt; since the SAItan had given so unequivocal a pledge of hia 
hostility to the opposite party, and he experienced accordingly a very 
honorable reception. But, in his absence from Neirahtou, be was 
destined to be robbed of that impregnable post by one of those daring 
exertions of adventurous enterprise, against which, although the ex- 
ample is not of unfrequent recurrence in the history of the world, 
human prudence has not yet been found always suflSciently on its 
guard to provide. On his departure for Her&t, Sheikh Hadjy had 
entrusted this impcurtant asylum to the care of one of his most confi> 
dential Ibllowen ; and one evening shortly afterwards, a Yessauk, or 

* Slat ef July 1457. 
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A. H. 861 . peasant, or mountaineer perhaps,, of the name of Peirkah, presenting 

K h o iausset- ul entrance of the fort, with a small flock of sheep, atter 

akhbaur. some conversation with the guard, made a request that he might be 
permitted to continue there, for the night. The request was complied 
with, without much difficulty, and the shepherd was further permit* 
ted to enter the fort: when, watching his opportunity, after allowing 
a reasonable part of the night to expire, he proceeded siKmtIy to the 
ramparts,, and from thence let down to his associates below, who had 
repaired to the spot by appointment, a strong rope or noose, by which 
they easily contrived to gain the top of the wall. Accompanied by 
these he hastened, sword in baud, directly to the head quarters of the 
governor, who contrived, however, by some chance or other to effect 
bis escape, although desperately wounded ; but the fort, aud all it 
contained, remained in possession of the successful adventurer. 
Sdltan Slieid had scarcely had time to reflect on the circumstances 
of this untoward event, when a dispatch from Balkh announced to 
him the more alarming intelligence, that the sons of Ahdullutteif were 
at the bead of a formidable insurrection in ]Vlawur>un>neher. On 
the ninth day of ShavauU* he was, therefore, under the necessity of 
quitting Herkt, and of returning without delay towards the territory 
on the other side of the Oxus. A part of the army which he had 
sent on before him, had, however, the good fortune to fall in with the 
two sons of Abdulldtteif, the Mirzas Ahmed and Joukv, in tlie 
neighborhood of Balkh, and there totally to defeat them ; Mirza Ahmed 
being killed in the battle, although his brother found means to effect 
bis escape.. And, in these circumstances, Shltan Skeid thought it 
convenient to pass the succeeding winter at Balkh. 

On the. other band, when he experienced the last discomfiiure 
recently noticed, from Mirza Ibrauhiin, Mirza Shah M ah m did retired 
at first to Mhsh-hed ; . but continuing his retreat a short time after- 
waids into Mazanderaun, he was there receiv-ed by Bkba Hussun, 
the governor of the province, with every demonstration of z«*al and 
attachment, and liberally provided with all that . was necessary to. 
support the spb'ndour of, bis, rank;. These circumstances vere early 
ipaue koown to-Mirza Ibrauhim, with..the assurance that bis com^e*, 

* of Aagust 1467. 
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titor was already at the head of a sufficient force, with which once 
more to dispute his pretensions in the held of battle. Mirza lbrau> 
him proceeded therefore with the utmost expedition, by the route of 
Nessa and Abawerd, towards Asterabad; while the young Shah Mah- 
mud, on his part, issued with equal resolution from the forest of 
Jdrjan to oppose him. Just at this crisis intelligence was received 
that Ameir Jahaun Shah the Turkomaun, the son of Kltra Ydssuf, 
with an overwhelming force had crossed the ridge of Sundouk-shU 
kunn, and was actually entering the boundaries of Mazanderaun. 
The information appears to have produced a sudden panic upon the 
mind of Shah MahmCtd, and he immediately fled, in conjunction with 
B&ba tlilssun his friendly and munificent ally; while Mirza Ibrau- 
him, either disregarding, or disbelieving, the report of Ameir Jahaun 
Shah’s approach, continued his march without deviation towards 
Asterabad, at the distance of one farsang from which place, be en- 
camped a shfirt lime afterwards. A body of troops whom he had, 
however, dispatched further in advance, fell in unexpectedly with 
some of the scouring parties of the Turkomauns, by whom they were 
immediately attacked and thrown into confusion. At the moment 
tiie disoriler was at- its height, Mirza Ibrauhim arrived upon the spot; 
but, perceiving that all was lost, he sought no alternative but what 
was to be found in an immediate and precipitate flight — many of his 
most distinguished followers perishing in the pursuit which was 
eagerly k^^pt up by the victorious Turkomans. Mirza Ibrauhim 
himself, however, w’ith a few of his adherents, succeeded in reaching 
Herat, on the ninth of the month of SufFur, of the eight hundred and 
sixty second of the hidjerah,* and w'as received with hospitality and 
respect by Ameir Ahmed Terkhan, the governor of the province. 
M oulana Ahmed Yessawel, the Kelladaur of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein, has- 
tened at the same time to offer the homage of fealty to his prince ; 
but conceiving that he did not experience that favorable reception, 
to which, by his services, he thought himself entitled, he determined, 
on his return to the castle, to take a part entirely hostile to the in- 
terests of the same prince; which, before the month was at an end, he 
-did not hesitate to disclose. Neither was he to be dissuaded from his 
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A. H. 001-863 designs, nor prevailed upon to expose himself, any more, without the 
1457- 14 > 8 . pr^ ciiicts of his command ; although much was urged on the part of 
ak^baur! * Ameir Ahmed Terkhan to induce him to recede. 

In these circumstances Mirza Ibrauhim determined, not without 
theconcurrenceof his principal officers, todispatch an embassy to SAI- 
tan Skeid, with proposals for an accommodation; to which that prince 
appears to have acceded without great difficulty, stipulating, however, 
that Mirza Ibrauhim should cordially unite in opposing the Tkrko* 
mauns, who were now making rapid progress on the frontiers of K ho* 
rassaun : and thus far successful, the ambassadors of Herkt were 
permitted to return well satisfied with the result of the negociation. 
Here, with apparent regret at the selfish propensities of human am* 
bition, the author pauses to enumerate the different chiefs, who, at 
one and the same crisis, had now started up within the limits of 
the single province of Khorassaun; all contending for the same point 
of individual and independent power, without ref1eclin[: upon the 
mischiefs thus accumulated upon the suffering inhabitants. Among 
those included under the obnoxious charge, must be mentioned 
Ameir Jahaun Shah the Tfirkomaun, at Esferkein; Mirza Shah Muh* 
mfid, at Touss ; Mirza A11& ud-doulah, after an absence of some 
years in Keptchauk, at Abiwerd ; Mirza Ibrauhim, in the city of 
Herat ; Mirza Sunjur, at Merfi ; Sfiltan Saeid, at Balkh ; Melek 
Kaussein, the grandson of K4ra Yussuf, in conjunction w'ith Auu-ir 
Kbaleil, in Seiestaiin, [adjoining]; Moulana Ahmed Yesaawel, in 
the citadel of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein ; Ameir Peirzaud, in the castle of 
Serkhess; Ameir Bkba Hdssun, in the fortress of Eramaud ; Sheikh 
Hussun the son of Sheikh Teymfir, at Jennoushaun or Khaboushaun; 
and Ameir Weiss the son of Khkwundshah, in the castle of Tebbes, 
or Tabas. 

With regard to Mirza Allk-ud-doulah it appears that, on his flight 
from the generals of his brother Baher, he had become, for several 
years, a wanderer in different parts of the country of the Moghfils ; 
but on intelligence of the death Baber, be ventured to return through 
Kliaurezm, and was now at Abiwerd, from whence he dispatched to 
announce his arrival to his son Ibrauhim.. Mirza Ibrauhim appean 
to have been sincerely rejoiced at the return of his father, to whom- 
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he immediately caused to be conveyed such presents as might have \.tl. ees-aes. 
been acceptable on the occasion. Shortly afterwards, Ailft-uJ-doulah 
being on his way to Her&t, Ibrauhim hastened to meet him as far as akhbaut. 
the river Senjaub ; where, on conferring together with respect to 
the best plan of proceeding under present circumstances, it was resol- 
ved. t. at th s m should remain at the head of the troops in the field, 
while thefathv . continueil his journey to Herat, there to repose himself 
for some time from the fatigues of a wandering life. On the seventh 
of the latter Jummaudy of the eight hundred and sixty second of the 
hidjerali,* accordingly, Allh-ud-doulah took up his residence once 
more in the metropolis of his grandfather. Finding it, however, un- 
fortunately expedi**nt, by the imposition of a poll tax, and other vex- 
atious measures, to raise a sum of money upon the inhabitants, it so 
happened, ' ''at before any considerable progress had been made in this 
odious collection, a messenger from Mirza Ibrauhim should arrive 
to annouiict that the army of the Turkomans was at hand, and to 
indicate tl;e danger of remaining any longer at Her&t. With infinite 
reluctance therefore, on the first day of the month of Shabaun,'f Allk- 
ud-doulah ag' n quitted that capital, and withdrew in haste to the 
mountains ol Immediately on his retreat, the inhabitants of 

Heii;r w-ie thro. > the utmost consterna ion, by their ahrm at 

theactu,:' - • 'roa^‘ of the Yfirkomans; of which the licentious popu- 
lart- took taut aavantage, to indulge in the disposition to plunder, 
and to exercise every species of enormity and outrage on their fellow 
citizens. On his arrival, however, at the town of Gousiiiah, Ameir 
Jahaun Shah, the monarch f the Turkomans, apprized of the danger 
to which the respectable inhabitants were thus exposed, and of the 
general dispersion which must have been the result, lost no time to 
convey to the city every assurance of his protection, immediately 
dispatching Ameir Peirzaud the Bokh&rian to assume the government 
IB his name. On the fifteenth of the same month of Shabaun,;^ Ameir 
Jahaun Shah in person made his entrance into Htrikt, confirming to 
the inhabitants his assurances of protection, not less than if they 
Were the subjects of his own immediate government. His attention 
was, in the mean time, directed to the reduction of the citadel of .. 

* 21st of April 146tt. t IStfa of June 14&8. ] 27lli of June. 
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A. H. 862-«63. Ekhtiaur>ud-dein: which, after the resistance of a few days, was how- 
A.U, 1458 suirendered to him, on terms of personal indemnity by Montana 
akblMur] * Ahmed Yessawel the governor, who was admitted to the distin- 
guished favor of the Turkoman prince, immediately on quitting his 


post. 

While these occurrences were taking place at Her&t, a serious mis- 
understanding, of which it would be perfectly immaterial to discuss 
the grounds, broke out between Alla-ud>duulah and his son Ibrau- 
him; who had, by this time, also sought an asylum among the moun- 
tains of Ghour, the breach, on the perfidious suggestions of some of 
the Terkhanian Ameirs, terminating in the imprisonment of theyoung- 
er prince. This act of severity had, however, been scarcely carried 
into execution, when Abdullah Khoujah, an Ameir of that distin- 
guished class, who had been recently employed on the embassy to 
Silltan S&eid, returned ; and, expressing without reserve, his disap- 
probation of the imprisonment of Mirza Ibrauhim, the other Ameirs 
of the tribe were soon brought over to his opinion, and measures 
having been accordingly taken to set the prince at large, he proceeded 
without delay, to cancel, or abjure, all further allegiance to a father’s 
authority. At the same-time, information of these changes had been 
punctually conveyed to Ameir Jahaun Shah, from whom f dis- 
patch was now Tticeived inviting Alla-ud-doulah to Heiht; an invi- 
tation which be eoncei-ved too fortunate, not immediately to avail 


himself of ; and, on the -festival of sacrifice of the tenth of Zil- 


hudje, of the -eight hundred and sixty second of the hidjerah,* he ac- 
cordingly made his appearance in the camp of the Turkoman chief, 
by whom be was received with the most distinguished kindness and 
respect. All the while, we must not omit to observe, a negociation 
for .peace was on foot, between Ameir Jahaun Shah and Sdltan hkeid; 
but before it was yet brought to a conclusion, Ameir Ahmed the 
Terkhanian, with a considerable body of his kindred, deserted the 
cause of Mirza Ibrauhim and came to Herat; where be was also very 
honorably entertained by the monarch of the Turkomans. 

Ameir Jahaun Shah had been now encamped under the walls of 
Hecbt tor ajperiod of nearly six months, when intelligence was ratbef 
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unexpectedly received, that S6ltan Saeid, at the head of a powerful a. 11.802-863. 
army, had crossed the MArghaub; and that, after passing the lungur, A. D. 1458. 
or mausoleum, or abiding place, of Meir Gheyauth, he was already akbbaur. 
advanced as far as the town of Oubah, On his march for the capital of 
Khorassaun. The circumstance appears to have produced consider* 
able surprise, and some alarm in the camp of the Turkomans; and the 
monarch, with the main body of his army, conceived it prudent to 
remove towards the Herktroud, a river so called at some distance to 
the wesward of the city, detaching Mirza Feir Bedauk, the most war- 
like of bis sons, with a division of chosen troops, to watch the ap- 
proach of the enemy. But this division, after having experienced 
some proof of the valour and discipline of the Samarkandians, very 
speedily rejoined the main body of the Turkomans. To add to the 
embarrassments of Jahaun Shah at this anxious crisis, accounts of an 
alarming nature arrived from Azerbaijaun, and determined him in the 
resolution of returning without further delay towards that kingdom ; 
and, in order to secure an unmolested retreat from Khorassaun, Seyud 
Aslioiira, one of his most confidential agents, was immediately dis- 
patched to bring the treaty with Shiian Skeid to an amicable conclu- 
sion . The Sultan very explicitly declared, that if Ameir Jahaun 
Shah would withdraw bis troops, without further trouble, from Kbo- 
rassaun and Irkk Ajem, and content himself with the territory of 
Azerb&ijaun, long since in his possession, there should be no obstacle 
to an accommodation ol all other differences. After considerable dis- 
cussion, a treaty was, however, at last concluded, by which it was 
stipulated that Ameir Jahaun ^hah should immediately retire into 
AzerbSijaun, putting the agents of .Sultan Skeid in possession of the 
whole of Khorassaun to the gates of Semnaun; and, with the treaty 
thus concluded, Seyud Ashoura returned to the presence of his mas- 
ter. In the beginning of "uffur, ot the eight hundred and sixty third 
of the hidjerab,* from the neighborhood of Yaheya-abad, where they 
had been for some time encamped, the Titrkomans, accordingly, com- 
menced their retreat for Azerbkijaun, destroying, with useless barba- 
rity, every vestige of the abode of man that lay in the course of thejr 
march. .Sfiitan S&eid,on the other baud, entered Herkton the fifteenth i 
* December 1458. t 27tb of December. 
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A d'^' same month, f taking up his residence in the Baugh«e-sheber, 

K ho ii iuwet u i palace in the city; where he exerted himself with laudable ear* 

akbbaur. nestness and zeal, to promote the administration of a just government, 
towards an oppressed and suffering people. During the succeeding 
winter, nevertheless, the city of Her&t was visited by a de^l irable 
scarcity, and a great multitude of the inhabitants of the town and 
neighborhood was destined to perish through want of bread, or some 
other means necessary to the support of existence. 

As soon as he had, as he conceived, firmly established his authority 
in the capital of Khorassaun, SAItan S4eid ventured to dismiss the 
greater part of bis army for Samarkand, reserving a body of about two 
thousand horse only, for the defence of his person; and intelligence of 
this unwarranted security, having been early conveyed to the Mirzas 
Alifc'ud-doulah, Ibrauhim, and Sunjur, a correspondence ensued be- 
tween those princes, in consequence of which, they shortly afterwards 
united their troops together at Serkhess, for the purpose of attacking 
the Sultan. Full of hope and ardour, and entirely regardless of his 
great disparity of force, the latter proceeded, without hesitation, to 
combat the designs of his enemies ; being joined, however, on his 
march, by a body of troops from Samarkand, under the orders of Sey- 
ud Mezeid Argbfin, and Ameir Shitan Ahmed the son of Temir 
Taush. Towards the middle of the former month of Jummaudy,* 
and about midway between Serkhess and MerA, the rival parties came 
to a battle ; in -which both wings of the army of SAItan SAeid were 
completely put to flight, by the opposite divisions of that of the asso- 
ciated shahzhdahs. On this occasion, many of the fugitives never 
halted to repose from their apprehensions until they reached the city 
of Samarkand, from whence they did not fail to circulate the alarm 
of the SAItan*s discomflture, throughout the surrounding country. 
Notwithstanding this abscisioa of his wings, Shitan Skeid, however, 
at the head of the centre, which remained yet fi-rm and unbroken under 
his own orders, proceeded swoid in hand to charge bis opponents, 
flushed as they were with recent success, and, hy one determined 
cfibit, entirely changed the fortune of the day; Alla-ud-donlah and 
•his non Hmiihim, both quitting the field in the utmost dismay, while 

• Akaat the SOth of Afiweh 146Sl 
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M irza Sunjurfell aprisonerinto the handsofthevictor, by whose orders 
he was imiii<'cJ lately put to death. After ttiis, SAUan S&eid returned 
to Hei&t, in order to enjoy the triumph of his well earned fame; and 
amidst his hours of relaxation from more serious pursuits* sought 
amusement in superintending the erection of the Eidgah, or place of 
sacrifice, with probably a mosque attached, in the environs of the 
capital. But while these occurrences were passing in Khorassaun, 
Abhl Ghauzy Siiltan Husseyne Bahauder Khaun, the great-grandson 
of Mirza Omar Sheikh, had already made himself master of the terri- 
tory of Jfirjaun, in the neighborhood; and after expelling the Turk- 
omauns, by giving full encouragement to the hopes of his soldiers, 
and by securing the attachment of his new subjects in general, was 
rapidly proceeding in the establishment of his independence. And in 
this place it becomes, in some measure, indispensably necessary to ac- 
company our author in his extensive, though not unseasonable digres- 
sion, to furnish some account of the descent, and early history, of this 
able and warlike prince; to the munificence of whose minister. Ally 
Slieir, the city of Herkt was indtbted for many of its noblest orna- 
ments, and every branch of learning for the most liberal encourage- 
ment. 

The father, then, of AbulGhauzySfiltan Hfisseyne Bahauder Khaun, 
w ho with other titles, acquired ultimately that of S&heb Keraun-sauni, 
second lord of the propitious conjunction, wasSAItan Gheyauth-ud- 
dein M unsour, the son of Mirza Baykera, the son of Mirza Omar 
Shtikhy who was the son of Tet/mAr. His mother was the princess 
Feyrouzah Begum, the daughter of Mirza Sikitan Ufisseyne, the son 
of Ameir Mahommed Beg,'who was the son of Ameir Moussa, of the 
tribe of Tanjout ; and the mother of Mirza Sultan Hiksseyne, as hath 
already appeared, was the princess Aga Begum the daughter of Tey- 
mflr. And lastly, the mother of Feyrouzah Begum was Kfktlfkg 
Sikhan Begum the daughter of Meiran Shah^ by Oroun Sftitan, the 
daughter of Seylkrgtietmesh Khaun, the son of Dauneshmeudjah 
Khaun, the son of Keydou, the son of Nonrejaun, the son of Ougdai 
Khaun, who was the ton of Jtngueiz. Hence it appears that Abui 
Ghoozy, or rather Abfiigbauzy, as it may be more compactly written, 
was on both sides descended from two of the most renowned con- 
querors that ever bestrode the globe; and his birth is here recorded 
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A.H. 8(t3. to have taken place in one of the suburbs of Her&t, in the month of 
A. D. I45fr . j^ohurrem, of the eight hundred and forty-second ot the hidjerah.* 
akbbaur. ‘ From his very infancy he is described to have exhibited* of course, 
the most undoubted presages of his exalted' destiny; but mere parti> 
cularly in his ardor to acquire every proficiency in the art of war, 
and to prepare himself for its fatigues, by the habit of manly exer- 
cise in every shape. At the age of fourteen he hastened to present 
himself at the court of his relative Bhber, by whom he was enter- 
tained with affectionate kindness; and he was present with that 
prince, when he concluded the treaty with Sfilian Sleid, under the 
walls of Samarkand. Actuated, however, by the ties of closer consan- 
guinity, he then embraced the opportunity of forsaking the standard of 
JVIirza Bkber, in order to put himself under the protection of his rival. 
Nevertheless, on the revolt of Miraa Sfiltan Weiss, another of the 
descendants of Mirza Baykera, some time afterwards, Sfiltan Saeid 
became jealous of the attachment of the princes of that line; and 
Abfilghauzy with thirteen more of the same kindred, was committfd 
to prison. But, at the solicitation of his mother,the princess Feyrou- 
zah Begum, who hastened from.Khorassaun the mnraint she became 
apprized of her son’s misfortune, he was considerately set at large, 
and permitted to accompany her to Her^; where he was once more 
received to the friendship of Mirza Bbber. 

Removing, however, to Merft shahjahaun on the death of that 
prince, Abfilghauzy there espoused the daughter of Mirza Sunjur ; 
and at the period when Mirza Shah Mahmud, after the buttle with 
Mirza Ibrauhim, fled towards Asterabad, Mirza Sunjflr did not scru- 
ple to leave his son in-law, as his lieutenant at Merd, while he pro- 
ceeded in haste to take possession of Mdsh-hed. During the absence 
of Mirza Sunjdr, as it happened, a misunderstanding arose between 
Abblghauzy SCiUan Hdsseyne, and Ameir Hussun Erlaut, who bad 
been entrusted with the actual management ot\affairs; hut who was, 
unfortunately, little blesaed with the advantages of a benevolent dis- 
position, or accommodanng manners. The dispute, however, ter- 
minated in the imprisonment of the unaccoii modating agent;, on 
which, without further ceremony, Abdlghauzy transferred the diadem 

* JuBc, July, 1436. 
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of Mrr(i to his own brows. Cut becoming alarmed at some appear- A. FI. ess. 

ances of disaffection, or treason, among the abettors of his usu rpation, ^ 

. . ... .. »■ . ««. r. .. Kholaus»ei ul 

he hastily withdrew from Meru ns soon as Mirzabunjur wasannounc- akhlwur. 

ed to have reached Makhan, on his return from Mfish>hed, and 
wandered, for some time, among the solitudes of the neighboring 
desert, awaiting some favorable turn of fortune. At length, when, 
in consequence of the invasion of the Turkomans from Irik Ajem, 

Ameir Baba Ilussun was flying from Jurjaun towards Merft, he was 
intercepted near one of the villages in the territory of Nessa, by no 
other than this illustrious wanderer, by whom, after a very desperate 
conflict, he was defeated and taken prisoner, and according to the 
ordinary summary practice of the day, immediately put to death. 
Encouraged by this dawn of success, Abulghauzy bent his course 
towards the territory of Jurjaun, and, on his arrival at the station of 
Feyrouzghund, had the gratification to see his force auspiciously 
augmented by the junction of Ameir Mahommed Khodadaud, a chief 
formerly attached to the government of Mirza Baber, and who, at this 
period, held the districts of Esferkein, Jowein, and Baharabad. Thus 
strengthened Abulghauzy proceeded on his march with more leisure 
and greater confidence; but at the station of Sfiltan Dowein, he found 
his progress arrested by a numerous body of Turkomans, under the 
direction of Hhsseyne Saudid, who had there issued from the forests 
of Jfjijaun immediately in his way. A roost sanguinary and obsti- 
nate conflict now took place, in which Abulghauzy is described to 
have exhibited the most distinguished example of prowess and acti- 
vity. The reward of his exertions on this arduous day, was a very 
complete and signal victory; Htisseyne Saudlii and his brothers, to- 
gether with many more of his principal officers and followers, being 
taken alive, but immediately afterwards put to death by theif con* 
querors. 

In consequence of this success, Abfilghauzy, in the early part of 
Zilhudje, of the eight hundred and sixty-second of the hidjerah,* 
entered Astejabad without resistance, and there publicly invested 
himself with the royal dignity ; immediately ordering the coinage and 
public prayers to run for the future in his name, and bolding out to 

* Ostpbcr 140d» 
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M34t4. the people the most liberal asaurances of a just and beneBceDt g<Mr> 

1480-1460. Apprized of these occurrenceSy Shltan S&eid did not omit. 

lolmssct' 111* 

akhbaur. through the medium of an extraordinary embassy, to congratulate his 
kinsman on the conquest of Asterabad, and to confirm the relatione, 
of amity, and good correspondence,, already subsisting between them. 
The embassy was received with every mark of complacency by Ab61- 
ghauzy, and returned shortly afterwards with the most favorable 
impressions of his kindness and liberality. But Sfiltan Skeid, on bis 
part, very early evinced that be was little disposed to make good 
the professions of friendship, of which he bad been sufficiently liberal 
towards his aspiring kinsman ; since he was no sooner at leisure from 
bis engagements in Khorassaun, than he dispatched one of his offi- 
cers to take possession of a certain district on the adjoining frontier, 
which bad been previously occupied by the agents ot Abfilghauzy. 
The discontent produced by such a circumstance was destined, as 
usual in most rases, to accumulate by repeated aggravation, to that 
degree of hostility which will be the subject of our attention in a 
subsequent page. 

In the mean time, the narrative proceeds to state that Sfiltan Skeid 
when he found himself disengaged from the attacks of hiS more dan- 
gerous adversaries, determined to employ the force at his disposal in 
the reduction of the celebrated fortressofNeirahtou; of which the siege 
was accordingly opened with the construction of numerous Mokaubel- 
koub, or batteries of some description or other, in order to beat down 
the defences, and breach the works wherever practicable. Before the 
operationsof the siege had, however, been long in progress, Ft irkah,the 
shepherd chief, who was still in possession of the place, became suspi- 
cious of the attachment of his garrison, in consequence of which seve- 
ot theqa were immediately put to death; and the apprehensions excited 
by this rashactof jeklous violence provoking the vengeance of the sur- 
vivor^, one morning when he h ast expected it they rose sword in hand 
upon the hoary adventurer, and instantly dispatched him, conveying 
the head to plead tor punicn with the court of Herat. The for- 
tress must accordingly have fallen into the hands of its besiegers 
tritheut farther resistance; since the assassms of the governor are said 
to have been remunerated by the distinguished favor ot the Sfiltan 
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f6r this geasonahle piece of service. Another auspicious event to the A. H. 863-864. 
government of Sflltan Saeid, which marked the period under consi- ^ ^ 1459 1468* 
deration, was the death of Mirza Ibrauiiimthe son of Alla-ud-doulah, 
on his march towards Mdsh-hed, after .having assembled at Daina- 
ghaun a fresh army, with which he was hastening once more to try 
his fortune against the Sultan. The body was brought to Herat for 
sepulture, in the college of the princess Gouhershaud; where it was 
consigned to the grave some time in the month of Shavaul, of the 
eight hundred and sixty-third of the hidjerah.* 

Before the conclusion of the same year, the important fortress of 
Emmaud was also surrendered to one of the Sultanas generals, by a 
person of the name of Mahommed Diwaunah — the governor under the 
authority of Baba Hussun, whose death in consequence of the action 
with Abulghauzy Sultan Husseyne has been already noticed. Con« 
trarv to what had been observed with respect to Neirahtou, which 
had been stored with every species of supply against contingencies, 
the works of Emmaud were by the expreas orders of Shitan Skeid, 
levelled with the earth. About the close of the year, also, Mirza 
Shah Mahmhd, the son of Mirza Baber, who, on his flight from the 
Turkomans, had conveyed himself into Seiestaun, was killed, in a 
battle which took place, about this period, between Ameir Khaleil 
Hindoukah, the governor of that province, and Ameir Baba, governor 
of KabAl. 

Soon after the commencement of the eight hundred and sixty- 
fourth of the hidjerah, 'f’ it was announced to Sultan Skeid, that the 
troops of Abulghauzy had made an incursion to the gates of Sub> 
buzwaur; pillaging the country of every species of property that they 
could lay their hands on. In consequence of such information, a 
division of troops under the orders of Ally of Parss, and Hulsun the 
son of Sheikh Temir, was immediately dispatched towards Mazande- 
rauo; the Siiltan in person, at the bead of an additional force, pro- 
ceeding in the same direction, on the fourth of the former month of 
Jummaudy.^‘ On intelligence of the approach of the former force, 

Abiilghauzy conceived that an opportunity presented itself from ■ 
which it was possible to derive some advautage; and he accordingly 
* August 1450. t November 1459. . | 25tb of February 1460. 
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A. H. M4-8e5. hastened with a small body of select cavalry to meet this advanced 
*corps of the Kborassaunians : but when he was witliin a short dis- 
akhbaur. 'tance of the boundaries of the province, beinsj further advised that 
Stiltan Skeid in person, with the best part of his army, was on his 
march for Mazanderaun, he thought it prudent to return, iii order to 
provide a more adequate force to repel the danger. At a ciisis of 
such need and importance, several of his Ameirs with their retainers, 
however, embracing the opportunity to desert the standard of their 
chief, Abulghauzy found it expedient to accommodate with the 
limes ; and to withdraw, for the present, towards the territory of 
Adauk, in the kingdom of Klv-iurezm. Sultan Saeid w’as thus ena- 
bled to enter A sterabad, shortly afterwards, without opposition ; where 
having recreated himself for some days, he left his son Sultan Mah- 
mfid in possession of the government, returning himself without fur- 
ther delay towards the metropolis of Khorassaun. 

But, while he was engaged in Mazinderaun, on this occasion, that 
metropolis had been exposed to the most imminent danger from an 
attack on the part of Ameir Khaleil Hindoukah, the ruler of Seies- 
taun, where he had maintained an independtnt authority, ever since 
the time of Mirza Baber. Availing bimself of the absence of Sultan 
Saeid, this chief determined to make an attempt on Herat, expecting 
to find it unprovided for defence; but as the citizens had, by some 
means or other, become apprized of his intention, they had, by 
strengthening and securing their walls and towers, sufficiently pre- 
pared for his reception ; <so that, on the twelfth day of Ramzaun,* 
when, on his arrival before the town, he led his troops to the assault, 
they had but little reason to congratulate themselves on the prospect 
before them. And in fine, when on one of the succeeding fridays, 
the inhSbitants, after the performance of their devotions, issued 
from the town, with every description of force, to attack them, they 
were driven from all their posts in the utmost consternation; Ameir 
Khaleil their general not once halting to take repose until he found 
himself safe in Seiestaun. On his return from Mazanderaun, S6ltan 
Skeid rec* ived intelligence of this daring attempt on the part of the 
SeiestaniatH and hastened with all the expedition in his power ta 

* \0tb of October 1400. 
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defeat and chastise it ; but on his arrival, about the close of the month 
of Ranizaun, he f<*und that the dan{?er had been already dispelled, and 
that his only task was to distribute to the inhabitants of Her&t, the 
rewards and acknowledgements due tq their exemplary courage and 
fidelity. A division of the army was, however, immediately dis- 
patched into Seiestaun, where Ameir Khaleil was soon afterwards 
besieged in the capital of the province; and, finding on experience 
that he had engaged in a contest which he was little able to support, 
he determined before it was too late to submit to the authority of the 
Sultan, for which purpose he proceeded without further delay tow- 
aids Iler5t. Sultan S&eid was prevailed upon without great difficul- 
ty to overlook the past, and to enrol him among the Ameirs of his 
court ; but the government of Seiestaun was transferred to Shah 
Yaheya, a descendant from one of the native sovereigns of that pro- 
vince. 

In the early part of the eight hundred and sixty-fifth of the hidje- 
rah,* alter wandering for a long time through the desert and moun- 
tainous districts, Mirza Alla itd-doulah, the son of Baysungur, 
terminated, at last, his unfortunate career on the banks of the Caspian, 
under the roof ©f Melek Beistoun, a native chief descended from the 
princes of Rflstiimdaur. . The remains of the departed prince were 
conveyed to Iftiat, and deposited in the mausoleum of the family, 
ih coihge of Gouhershaud in that city.. 

Such was the posture of affiiirs in Khorassaun, w'hen information 
was r celved from tlie provinces beyond the Oxus, that .Mirza Ma- 
liommed Jouky the son of Ahdullutteif, and grandson of Olfigh Beg, 
supported by Ameir Nour Saeid, had displayed the standard of revolt 
in Transoxiana, wbich he was over-running with pillage and deso- 
lation. In consequence of this, on the twentieth of the former Jum- 
maudy, of the eight hundred and sixty fifth of the hidjerah,*)* Sultan 
Sheid quitted Her&t, and proceeded towards the Jeyhun, which lie 
crossed by a temporary bridge not long afterwards. Mirza Maliom- 
med Jouky and his followers, on the other hand, as soon as they 
became apprized of the SCkltaii^s approach, withdrew immediately 
towards the Seyhfin where they threw themselves into the fortress 
* * November and December A. D. 1400. . t Soil of March 1401,. 
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of Sharokliiah, which is here described as protected on three sides by 
the stream of that river, and on the fourth by a deep and impassable 
ditch. In that place they were a short time afterwards closely and 
vi.s[orous1y besieged by the Siiltan; but, just as that prince was about 
to bring his exertions to a successful termination, intelligence’from 
Khorassaun was conveyed to him, that Abdlghauxy Sultan Htisseyne 
was again advancing to repossess himself of the province of Mazan- 
deraun ; and, as the circumstance was of a nature to produce consi- 
derable alarm, the Ameirs Seyud Asseil Arghiin, anvi Seyud Mtlraud, 
were dispatched immediately into Khorassaun, in order to protect 
the frontiers of that province against sudden attack. 

It would appear that AbAlghauzy, finding himself in the course of 
this^ear, in circumstances to renew his plans of conquest and inde- 
pendence, quitted his retreat in Khaurezm, and proceeded once more 
towards Asterabad. In the neighborhood of that place he was op- 
posed by Mirza Sultan Mahmfid, left by bis father in the govern- 
ment of the province; whom, after a very desperate conflict, Ite to- 
tally defeated and compelled to return into Khorassaun. AbiMghaiizy 
then, towards the middle of the month ofShabaun,* re-entered As- 
terabad in triumph; but, when he had passed a few days in the place 
to enjoy the fruits of his victory, he dispatched Abdurraihman Ar- 
ghun, one of his oiliceis, to take possession of the rest of Mazanderaun, 
and set out himself immediately for Herfit. Seyud Asseil Arghun, 
and the other Ameirs, employed to defend the approaches into Kho- 
rassaun from that quarter, and stationed somewhere in the neighbor- 
hood of Ne^'shapiir and Subbuzwaiir, retired on the advance of Abill- 
ghauzy, and hastened to the defence of the capital ; for which they 
prepared with equal zeal and ability, driving in before them the whole 
of the inhabitants of the surrounding districts. The operations of 
Abfilghaiizy were, however, first directed to the reduction of Serkhess; 
but when that object had been secured, be proceeded without fur- 
ther delay to Her&t, before which, in the Baugh-e-zoghoun, or raven 
gardens, he fixed his head quarters, on the tv^nty-fourth of Zilkau- 
dah.f He had, it seems, been persuaded to believe that the gates 
of the city would be thrown open to him, by the inhabitants, without 
* S6th of May 1461. tftfth of August 1461. 
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opposition, and )ie therefore abstained from commencing any hostile 
operations against them for the space of eleven days; but perceiving, 
at the expiration of that period, little to indicate tlie reality of such a 
design, he removed his head quarters to th^suburb of Khemtchahabad, 
and issued orders for the attack. After continuing the siege, howe- 
ver, for a further period of twenty days, without any perceptible 
progress towards the attainment of his object, he found it expedient, 
on the tw’enty-seventh of the month ofZilhudje,* to withdraw from 
before Her&t, and proceed towards the Murghaub, in order to give 
battle to Sultan Abd S&eid ; who was, on his part, hastening with 
rapid marches from Transoxiana to the relief of his capital. 

In effect, apprized of the danger of Herat, Sultan Saeid submitting 
to the necessity of patching up some species of accommodation with 
Mirza Mahommed Jouky, at Shahrokiah, had made the best of his 
way towards the Oxus; and, having immediately recrossed that river, 
was now returned in great force to the confines of Fariaub. A want 
of subordination among his troops, on the other hand, and a difference 
of opinion among his principal officers constrained Abulghauzy, on 
reaching the station of Seturgui, to recede, however reluctantly, from 
his resolution of giving battle, and to retreat upon Serkhess, from 
whence he finally w ithdrew to Asterabad. Upon this, after reducing 
Strkhess, Sultan Saeid directed his march further towards Jurjaun, 
Abulghauzy, on intelligence of his approach, assuming afresh the 
appearance of resolution, and advancing to meet him to a place here 
called Kherraushaunah ; but again, by a concurrence of adverse cir- 
cumstances, and not improbably by the disorderly spirit prevailing 
among his troops, he was constrained, under cover of the first con- 
venient night, to withdraw once more towards Adauk, the place of 
his former retreat in Khaurezm. The territory of Asterabad was thus 
recovered without a blow; and Sultan S&eid, having restored his au- 
thority throughout the province, as well as that of Jfirjaun, again 
placed the whole under the government of his son Sultan Mahmud ; 
after which he returned to Uer&t, which he appears to have reached 
on the twenty-second of the latter Rebbeia, of the eight hundred and 
sixty-sixth of the hidjerah -j- 
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A. D. 1462 14^. ofextinguishing the embers ot rebellion, kindled bv the ambitious 
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akbbaur. and aspiring projects ot xMirza Manomined JoukVf in Traiisoxiana, 
Sdlian S&eid did not long resign himself to the enjoyment of an inglo- 
rious repose at Uerkt. On the twenty seventh of the former Jum- 
znaudy,* he again quitted that metropolis for Baikh ; trom whence, 
after the abode of a few days, he proceeded to theOxus, which river 
he crossed on the ninth of Rudjub.'f' Arriving at Samarkand shortly 
afterwards, he hastened from thence toShahrokhiah; the fortifications 
of which had by this time been rendered so unassailable, otherwise 
than by the most cautious and regular approaches, that, after giving 
orders for the construction of the MokaubeUkouh, counterforts, and 
other similar works,^ to harrass and straiten the besieged, the Stiltao 
thought It as well for the present, to return to Samarkand. In this 
place we are informed that, during the Shitan’s absence in Transoxi- 
ana, atthe period under consideration, a dreadful contagious disorder 
prevailed in Khorassaun, which swept off a prodigious multitude from 
the cities, and other towns of that noble province. 

Towards the cummencement of the year eight hundred and sixty 
Beven § Shitan Skeid proceeded in person to superintend, and expedite 
the operations of the siege of Shahrokhiah; which, nevertheless, fully 
employed the exertions of his army, for a period subsequent to this, 
of nearly twelve months — the garrison being, however, at last compel- 
led by famine, to solicit a capitulation, which they obtained on the 
ninth day of Mohurrem of the eight hundred and sixty eighth of the 
hidjerah,|| Mirza Mahommed Jouky immediately delivering himself 
up to the mercy of his besiegers, from whom he is said to have expe- 
rienced a very humane and compassionate reception. Accompanied 
by his captive, Sfiltan Saeid then returned again to Samarkand, and 
from thence, shortly afterwards, to Herat; where be appears to have 

• 26ih of February. t 7th of April. 

I Although the use of artillery could not, at this period, have been unknown among the 
Asiatics, since it had been employed by Mahommed the Ildt with tremendous effect, against 
the walls of Coustantiuople, many years before, ^et it doei not hitherto appear to have 
been carried so far to the east-ward; else it would, probably,not have escaped the authvr’s 
ebservalioo, on this and some former occasions. 
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arrived, on this occasion, on the twenty second of the latter Rebbeia, A.H. «C8, 
of the same year * Mirza Mahoinmed Jouky was there confined in 
the citadel of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein, where he remained to the day of his akhbaur/ 
death. The contagious and malignant disorder which had spread its 
ravages throughout Khorassaun, in the preceding, n^visited Herat 
during the present year; in consequence of which, the Sultan took up 
his residence, during winter, at what was usually considered the 
summer quarters [Yellauk] of Baudgheiss, among the hills to the 
north-west. 


When, on the approach of Sultan Saeid, as w'e have already seen in 
a former page, Abulghauzy Sultan Hi'isseyne withdrew into Khaur- 
ezm, where he continued for some time a wanderer through different 
parts of that country, until circumstances should arise more favoura- 
ble to his views of aggrandizement, the year 86S seemed to present 
the crisis which he had so patiently awaited ; and he again, in the 
course of that year, advanced his standard towards Khorassaun, taking 
the route of Kheyouk, or Kin ivuk, and Tezhen, or Tedjen, for Abi* 
word, in the first instance. From the latter place, however, he turn- 
ed to the right towards Jennoushaun, or Khaboushaun, and from 
thence proceeded to Neyshapur, finally directing his march forTer- 
sheiz. In the mean time, a report of these hostile movements reached 
Shitan S&eid, in his retirement at Baudgheiss; from whence he hasten- 
ed, not without marks of considerable impatience, towards the terri- 
tory of Foushenje, in advance of which place he now encamped— 
dispatching a part of his force, under some of his most distinguished 
captains, in the same direction of Tersheiz. In the neighborhood of 
that place, Abulghauzy, with not more than eighty horse, adventured 
to engage this detached division, although it amounted to fifteen hun- 
dred; whom, notwithstanding, he entirely defeated, having killed not 
less than nine of the enemy .with his own hand. The fugitives of this 
disgraceful discomfiture, made the best of their way to the camp of 
Sultan Skeid; while Abtilghauzy returned, without molestation, to- 
wards Milsh-hed, and continuing his march to Merii* proceeded from 
thence, once more to bis retreat in Khaurezm, having successfully 
«luded every attempt on the part of the officers of Sfiiltan S^eid, to 


* 2d of Jaauaiy 1404. 
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interrupt his progreess. When, on the other hand, it was ascertained : 
that the enterprizmg Ab 61 ghauzy had again withdrawn into Khaur- 
ezm, the Sultan returned to Her&t, and proceeded to pass the winter 
ofthe eight hundred and sixty ninth of the hidjerah* at Merd. In the 
course of the following spring, he returned again to his capital. 

The succeeding year, the eight hundred and .seventieth of the hid- 
jerah,t appears to have been one of untroubled repose; great part of it 
being devoted, by Siiltan Ab{i S^eid, to a protracted series of festivities 
on the circumcision of his children. During the year eight hundred 
and seventy one, he repaired to pass another winter at Merd, where, 
in the course ofthe season, a messenger trcm Azerb&ijaun announced 
to him the death of Ameir Jahaun Shah, [Zenza], in a battle with 
Ameir Hussun Beg, the son of Ally, son of.KStra Othmaun, surnamed 
Ozdn Hussun, or Hussun the long, monarch of the Auk-kAeinlu, 
or white wethers; ihe UsunrCassanes of Knolles, and the western 
writers $ 

It appears that, when in conformity with the treaty of peace con> 
eluded with Siiltan Skeid, as formerly related, Ameir Jahaun Shah 
was willidrawing with his troops into Azerbaijaun, Mirza Peir Bedauk, 
the bravest and most distingusbed of his sons, separated from the army 
in discontent; and that he proceeded by tberouteofTebbess, and Yezd, 
into Farss, where he openly declared himself hostile to the authority of 
his father. In this course of hostility, notwithstanding repeated at- 
tempts, on the part of the father, to recal him by fair means to a sense 
of his duty, he obstinately persisted, until the expedient was thought 
of, of employing the inteiposition of his mother; who proceeded in 
person to Shirauz, and at last prevailed upon him, with his family and 
followers, to quit that province, and remove to Baghdad. Neverthe- 
less, he had not continued long in possession of that government, 
which had been conferred upon him by paternal indulgence, before 
he was again impelled by the spirit of ambition, to raise the standard 
of rebellion against his father. It b.;came therefore necessary to em- 
ploy the intervention of superior force jto reduce him to his allegiance; 
afid Ameir Jahaun Shah, in person, at the head of a very powerful 
* A. D. 146i-65. t OommeBcing of Auguitt 1485., 

t According to Knolles, he was, however, the »«n of I'achratiii, or Auieir Taherteo, 
prince of Ersenjauo, so frequently mentioned in the life of TcymUr, 
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army, marched accordingly, to lay siege to the metropolis of Baghdad, 
where every thing had been prepared by Peir Bedauk, for the most 
obstinate and determined resistance. The siege was protracted by 
various means of defence, fora period, of nearly twelve months; at 
the conclusion of which, having exhausted every article that could, 
in any shape, be converted to the support of existence, even to their 
dogs and cats, the inhabitants submitted to the alternative of implor- 
ing for mercy, and for that purpose sent , out a deputation to treat 
w.itb Ameir Jahaun Shah, who consented without much difficulty to 
give them terms. Rejoicing at any prospect of relief to their suffer- 
ings, the half starved Baghdadians immediately threw open their 
gates, and repaired in crouds to the camp of. their besiegers ; but Peir 
Bedauk forbore to quit his palace, without, however, the smallest 
suspicion that, bis father entertained any design against his life. In 
the meao time, his brother Mahommedy had received the orders of 
Ameir Jahaun Shah to proceed with a band of soldiers to put him 
to dealli ; and these executibners of a father's just, but cruel ven- 
geance, rushing sword in hand, with their faces masked, into the 
palace, terminated his career accordingly, at the very moment he was 
about to visit the camp of bis father. 

But, with this act of sanguinary justice, the prosperity of Ameir 
Jahaun Shah, terminated for ever. For having set his mind at rest 
from domestic treason, he now directed his views towards the 
means of prosecuting his vengeance against Ameir Uussun Beg the 
grandson of K&ra Othmaun ; the Ozfln Hussun, to whom we . have 
recently adverted, with whom he had always lived on terms of inve- 
terate hostility. When he became apprized of the designs of his ad- 
versary. and that he was already, on hi.s march from Baghdad in that 
direction, Ozftn Hussun, with a .body of bis followers, proceeded to 
take post in one of the passes among the mountains of his country, 
between Armenia and Diaurbekir, while Ameir Jahaun Shah, bend- 
ing his course towards the plains of Moush and Erzeroum, finally 
encamped at no great distance from him... Ozfin Hussun, whose ad- 
dress was not inferior .to bis courage, immediately opened a corres- 
pondence with the invader, in order to mollify his resentment, and, if 
possible, to conciliate his good will. All this was, however, ascribed . 
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A. Difftl. to some motive of weakness, or pusillanimity, by Ameir Jabaun 

K hriliroaiict T wasting the whole of the summer in inactivity, 

•khbaur. ' the troops, on the setting in of the cold season,' becoming impatient of 
the severity of the weather, were permitted, after the formality of a 
council of war, to return to their homes; and the monarch, with an 
ordinary retinue of his principal officers and attendants, ventured to 
continue on the spot for several days, indulging in every species of 
irregularity and intemperance. His camp and that of Ozdn Hussun 
were, in the mean time, only separated by an intervening narrow 
ridge of hills, and the latter prince became early apprized of this dis- 
graceful remissness on the part of his enemies. Having therefore pre- 
viously ascertained their situation, by sending one of his spies to 
explore their camp, under pretence of seeking for a stray horse, he 
hastened at the head of two thousand of his troops to attack them. 
Mirza Yussuf, the s6n of Ameir Jahaun Shah, endeavored for a mo- 
ment to make head against the assailants, but, being compelled to give 
way at the very first onset, flew to acquaint his father with the ex- 
tent of the danger to which he was exposed. Ameir Jahaun Shah 
perceived no hope of safety but in immediate flight, to which he was 
constrained to betake himself, before he could put on one of the roost 
indispensable articles of dress. Ozfln Hussun was, indeed, already in 
the camp, and both the Mirzas Mahommedy and YAssuf became his 
prisoners, while many of the Turkomaun officers were cut to pieces 
without mercy. Ameir Jahaun Shah was pursued, in the mean time, 
by an ordinary trooper, attracted by the splendor of his habit and the 
excellence of bis horse; and being finally overtaken, his head was 
instantly struck off by his pursuer, who now arrayed himself in the 
habiliments of the fallen monarch, and fixing the bead to the straps 
of his saddle, thus returned towards the camp of his general. On his 
way back, however, the head, by some means or other, slipped from its 
fastening and was lost; but as the dress of Ameir Jahaun Shah was 
toe well remembered by many of the prisoners to pass unobserved, 
his destroyer was sent for, a few days afterwards, by OzAn Hussun, 
and interrogated as to the means by which it came into his possession. 
On this be faithfully related what had passed, and furnished such 
axact information on the subject^ that the head of the unfortunat# 
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monarch was found without great difficulty, and immediately recog« 
nized by his unhappy sons; one of whom, Mirza Mahommedy, was 
then put to death, and Mirza Yussuf, the other, was deprived of 
sight, by order of the conqueror. The'ministers and principal offi- 
cers, who conducted the government during the absence of Ameir 
Jahaun Shah, as soon as they became apprized of this catastrophe, 
hastened to place his eldest son, Mirza Hussun Ally, although here 
represented as an idiot from his cradle, on the throne ot his father ; 
and the gates of the treasury having been immediately thrown open 
by him, not less than one hundred and eighty thousand stipendiaries 
Were shortly afterwards enrolled in his established pay. A memorial 
was at the same time dispatched to announce the victory of Ozun 
Hussun, and to demand the immediate aid of Shltan Abh S&eid, and 
of the government of Khorassaun. 

These events were accordingly made known to S61tan Sleid, while 
at Meru, as we have already stated, during the winter of the eight 
hundred and seventy-second of the hidjerah ;• and he determined 
immediately on undertaking the 6nal reduction of Irkk Ajem and 
Azerbaijaun. Alter dispatching some preliminary arrangements, of 
which it would be superfluous to enter into the detail, the Sultan, 
in the early part of the month of Sbabaun,f accordingly quitted Nfe- 
rfl, at the head of a very powerful army ; and, by the route of Jaum, 
Mush-hed, and Raudegaun, proceeded to Kalboush, on the frontier 
between Mazanderaun and Irak Ajem. At this station he remained 
for some time, to recreate himself ; while several of his officers were 
employed to take possession of different towns in Farss and Irkk, in 
which they appear in general to have been successful beyond expec- 
tation ; and they accordingly conveyed to the treasury of their master, 
a very considerable supply, from the revenues of the several coun- 
tries thus secured to his authority. 

From the period of his departure on the expedition, to that of his 
arrival at Kalboush, the ambassadors of OzCm Hussun had repeatedly 
presented themseJves in the camp of Sdltan Saeid, with assurances of 
attachment on the part of their master; forcibly expostulating, at the 
same time, on the inconsistency of espousing the cause of the de» 
* Commeociog Ist of August, 1467. t Latter part ofFehruarjr, A. D. 140Q. 
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A. H.ivtt. scendsnts of Kara Yfissuf, the ancient enemy of his race, Against thiB 

A. D. 1488 ■oTQnHgnn of Kkra Othmaun, the approved -vassal and faithful ally of 
akfabaun ^he immortal Teymfir. From Kalbousfi, after entertainingthem very 
sumptuously, the Sultan now - dismissed these ambassadors with a 
magnificent tiara, baldric, and scimitar, together with a message for 
i\meir Hussun; apprizing him in effect,'that when the Tcheghataian 
army should have taken up its quarters in Azerbuijaun, and Ameir 
llussun Beg should make his appearance in person in the presence 
of the SCtltan, suCh arrangements would be concluded between them, 
as might appear suitable to the circumstances of the moment. The 
Sultan then conducted his troops to the territory of Rey ; and here 
the information first reached him that the power of his ally, Mirza 
Hussun Ally the son of Ameir Jahaun Shah, had been already sub- 
verted ; an event w'hich appears to have been brought to pass under 
the following circumstances. 

This prince had, it seems, taken a position with his army in the 
neighborhood of Marend, north of the city of Tebreiz, with the de- 
termination of giving battle to Ozfin Hussun ; but, having been under 
the necessity of detaching a considerable part of his force in advance, 
under two of his Ameirs, of whose fidelity he harboured no suspicion, 
these two chiefs with the whole of their followers, notwithstanding, 
basely betrayed their trast, and went over to the enemy; and the 
report of this alarming desertion producing, as might have been ex- 
pected, the utmost confusion in the camp of Mirza Hussun Ally, the 
troops in general infected by the example of their associates in ad- 
vance, proceeded in large bodies to join the standard ofOzfin Hus- 
sun, while others made the best of their way to the army of Sfiltan 
Skeid. The latter, however, advanced shortly afterwards to Sultau- 
niah, and'OzOn Hussun withdrew on the intelligence to Kkrabaugh, 
on the other side of the Araxes ; but before the Sfiltan had yet ad* 
ranced from the neighborhood of Skltauniah, a dispatch w'as received 
from Ameir Mezeid, and the officers who had been sent on to Te- 
brclz, urging his immediate presence with the army, at that capital, 
its indispensably necessary to secure the final attainment of the objects 
of his expedition. A letter Trom Ozfin Hussun addressed to the 
chiefs at Tebreiz, accompanied this dispatch, the seal of which letter, 



‘contrary to wliat was his practice on former occasions, being put to 
the face, or perharps the head of the contents, instead of to the joining 
of the envelope. The purport of the letter was, however, in a tone 
of authority to require that the Tcheghatbtan Ameirs would immedi- 
ately withdraw from Tebreiz, the government of which he said that 
he had bestowed upon his son Agherlb Mahommed. In consequence 
-of this information, Ameir Yfissuf of Shirauz, was dispatched to take 
charge of Tebreiz ; the Sultan, at the same time, advancing his head 
quarters to Miaunah — where he was joined, shortly afterwards, by the 
unfortunate Mirza Hussun Ally, his son Sfiltan Ally, and his blind 
brother Yussuf, all of whom he received with equal compassion and 
generosity. 

In these circumstances, another agent from Ozun IJussun appeared 
in the camp of the Sultan, in the person of Yussuf Beg, the brother’s 
son of that prince, whose reception was conducted with extraordinary 
pomp of arrangement ; the agent not being permitted to approach the 
pei’son of the Sultan, until he had placed himself seven and twenty 
limes on his knees. Through the medium of the ministers of state, 
he was then allowed to represent on the part of his uncle, that for the 
period of almost a centur}’, his family under every vicissitude had 
maintained an unshaken attachment for the house of Teymur; and 
that the same attachment still continued, and would ever continue 
-unimpaired. That with respect to the two provinces of Farss and 
Irak Ajem, he had already freely ceded both to the Sultan’s govern- 
ment ; and that the province of Azerbaijaun was equally at the dis- 
posal of the agents of his authority. That the only indulgence he 
claimed, was to be permitted to remain in that region of reeds and 
rushes, until the severity of winter should have abated; and the 
drifting snow should have been so far reduced in the roads and passes, 
'as to enable him to withdraw altogether into the country of his ances- 
tors. To this, the Si^ltan persisted in replying as before, that when 
•he should reach the proper place, he would take care that every thing 
should be arranged in a manner suitable to the claims and circum- 
stances of all the parties concerned ; and, with this reply, he dispatched 
■his cousin german Mirza Mahmdd, in company with the just meo- 
’tioned YAssuf Beg, to the presence of OzAn Hussun. 
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A. H.8TI. Affecting a state and ceremony correspondins with what he under* 

K ^niiiiirt u t* observed, on the reception of his ambassador, by 

akhbaur. Sfiltaii S&eid, Ozhn Hussun, on the arrival of Mirza Mahmdd, gave 
directions accordingly ; so that on his introduction to the chamber of 
audience, Mirza Mahmdd found, seated on a throne of gold,. Mirza 
Yat^aur Mahommed, the grandson of Mirza Baysungur^ son of Shah 
Rokh, with Ozun Hussun standing on the l^^ft hand of the throne, in 
an attitude of stern regard, and the whole of his generals., and princi- 
pal officers, in glittering armour, placed in ranks on different sides. 
The Mirza, on his entrance, was directed by a nod from Ozhn Hus- 
sun, after repeated genuflexions, to address himself first of all to Yad- 
gaur Mahommed; after which he was permitted to kiss the hand of 
Ozdn Hussun, to explain the object of his mission, and in a short 
time to depart with his answer. 

Rouzut-us* On the other hand, the Sultan had been deliberating with his mi- 
nisters, with regard to the place which should be chosen for the u inter 
quarters of the army; and it had been determined to proceed imme* 
diately across the Araxes, to Karabaugh, with the design of expelling 
Ozhn Hussun from that place,and there passing the approaching w inter. 
For this purpose, the army was put in motion accordingly, leaving 
Tebreiz on the left hand, and taking the road to the right towards 
Ardebeil, which led more immediately towards Karabaugh. M'^hen, 
however, the Sultan had conducted his troops within seven farsangs, 
or about five and twenty miles, of bis object, it was found advisable, 
in consequence of an unforeseen scarcity of provisions, to change the 
direction of the march towards Mahmudabad ; in order to cross the 
Aras,or Araxes, possibly lower down, and to come to an encampment 
in front of that town; and in the expectation of receiving abundant 
supplies from the prince of Shirvaun, whose ambassadors had been for 
some time in attendance upon the Sultan. On their way to the Araxes, 
in prosecution of this new plan of operations, the march of the army 
lay, unfortunately, over some plains the herbage of which proved of 
a quality so noxious, that every animal that fed upon it, perished; and 
sot a drop of drinkable water was to be discovered in any direction* 
They contrived, however, to reach their destination at last, in front 
of Mahmddabad, although the circumstance does not appear to hava 
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materially removed the now distressing scarcity; no less a sum than 
ten dinaurs,* being giv^en at this period for a maunn, or about seven 
pounds weight, of either wheat or barley. The greater part of the 
cattle had already perished, and hunger aqd tamine soon levelled the 
distinctions of rich and poor. For some days, however, a supply of 
provisions continued to arrive along the river, from the territory of the 
prince of Shirvaun, the camp of Oziin Hussun intersecting the shorter 
road; and his troops having, by this time, secured the approaches in 
every other direction so completely, that not a man could pass to the 
camp of the SAitan, eitherfrom Kliorassaun, Farss, orlrSik. 

At this crisis, or a short lime before, Moulana Shums-ud'dein Ma- 
hommed Muammai [enigmatist] the Suddur, had been dispatched, by 
SAItan S4eid, on some mission of importance to Shirauz, and this per- 
son had reached Isfahaun in safety; but, on his arrival in that city, he 
was prevented by the governor, on the part of S6itan S&eid, from pro- 
ceeding any further towards Shirauz, information having been received 
that Seyud Ally IJeg, the lieutenant of the province, had long since 
thrown off his allegiance to the authority of the Shitan. Moulana 
Shums-ud>dein, considerably rejoiced at his escape, was returning to 
the camp of his master, under protection of a convoy of arms and stores 
from Kliorassaun, when the whole were attacked and captured by 
the troops of Oz6n Hussun, employed to cut off the communication 
in that quarter. Shums ud-dein was conducted, shortly afterwards, 
together with his fellow prisoners, to the presence of Ozdn Hussun, 
to whom he had already been favorably recommended, by Suddur-ud- 
dein, one of the lords of his court; and the same lord proceeding, on 
bis introduction, to repeat what had been previously represented in his 
favor, Ozun Hussun suddenly raising his head, said aloud that so 

far from any thing fatal to apprehend from his resentment, it was not 
** his intention to do him the slightest injury. On this, approaching 
with greater courage, Shums-ud-dein placed himself on his knees be- 
fore the monarch, and was immediately directed to take his station 
at large, among the individuals admitted to his most intimate confi* 
deuce. 

It appears, that a communication across the Araxes with the camp 

* £4-11-8 at the lowest computation* 
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of the Sultan, had been established by the prince of Shirvaun; andt 
even lower down, towards the posts of Oziin Uussun, at the distanco 
of two farsangs, the Khorassauoians, and the subjects of the Shirv^aun 
Shah, had hitherto continued to pass and repass without interruption^ 
To destroy, or intercept this communication, a body of two hundred- 
select cavalry had been privately detached, by Ozdo Uussun; but a 
Tilrkomaun officer, of the name of Khorouss Beg, on his way to join 
this detachment, being taken prisoner by a small party of tbe Khoras*. 
saunian troops, he was conducted immediately, to the presence of the 
Si&ltan ; and the information extorted from this officer, led to the almost 
unavoidable capture of the greater part of the detachment, ofwhicti n 
considerable number were brought prisoners to the camp of the Sultan. 
One night, not long afterward8,a body of theXurkomaiins approaching 
the outskirts of the encampment,, and giving -a prodigious alarm by 
their frightful shouts and barbarous music, the shahz&dahs, and the 
whole of the generals, on theii knees intreated that they might be 
allowed to attack the enemy, without effect; the Sultan insisting that 
it was not advisable to engage the rebels in the dark. In the morning 
it was discovered, that the whole force of the enemy did not exceed 
fifteen hundred men, and the circumstance produced a great deal of 
unavailing regret among the Kborassaunian troops. 

By this time, through the extreme scarcity of provender, and forage 
of every description, all that remained of the Sultan’s iiorses, were 
reduced to mere skeletons; and their riders were rendered incapable of 
anysortof exertion, much more so of replying to the bitter tauntsof ihe 
enemy in the field of battle. Those of the Tfickomauo8,on the other 
hand, were in the highest condition, and they were perpetually exhi* 
biting their skill and activity in front of the Shltan’s encampment, 
cutting to pieces all those who fell into their bands, of whatever 
nation, belonging to his army. To add to the misfortunes of the 
Khorassbuiiians, when they bad continued for some time longer ex- 
posed to every species of privation, insult, and alarm, the prince of 
Shirvaun suddenly deserted their cause,, and drew, the whole of his 
boats, and river craft, to the opposite side of the Araxes; by which 
unlocked for measure, great numbers of the Sfiltan’s subjects were 
entirely cut off from their fneods, and plundered of all their property. 
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What led to this alarming defection, is described to have been aeom» 
munication from Ozi^n Hussun to the Shirwaunian, to apprize him, 
that whatever expectations he might have formed on the subject, it 
W'as the design of the Tcheghat&ians, in the event of success, to rob 
and plunder his country; and that it would be then too late to reflect 
upon the folly and rashness of his ill-assorted alliance. The message 
produced some unpleasant speculations in the mind of the Sliirvaun 
Shah, and from that moment, from the friend, he became the d'^termin- 
ed enemy of the Sditan. To such an extremity, at all events, from 
the monarch to the most obscure soldier, was the Khorassaunian army 
now reduced, b> the total failure of supplies, that it was finally resol- 
ved to commence, without further delay, the retreat for Ardebeil. 

The direction of their march led the troops, as it happened, through 
a marshy swamp full of pits and sloughs, over which, in order to secure 
a tolerable footing, they were reduced to the expedient of spreading 
tlu'ir tents, blankets, and cloaks, for the space of half a farsang, by 
which means, with considerable difficulty, they, however, at last ef- 
fected a passage, the Siiltan himself remaining on the spot until he 
saw that every individual of the army was safe over. Fortunately, 
the retreat of the Khorassaunians was so sudden, and possibly unex- 
jircted, as to have been unperceived by the enemy, otherwise their 
fate must have here found its consummation; as it was, the greater 
surviving part of their cattle was left to perish in the swamp, together 
w ith an immense quantity of baggage of every description. Having 
seen his troops extricated from this web of danger and perplexity, 
and conducted them to a convenient spot fur encampment, the Sul- 
tan dispatched some of his principal officers, with three thousand 
camels, and two hundred tomauns in specie, to bring a supply of 
grain and sheep from Guzzulniaiije. On tlie twelfth day of R,udjuh, 
of the eight hundred and seventy third of the hidjerah,* Seyud Mfl- 
raud had been sent to the rear of the army, in order to give intelligence 
of the approach of the enemy; w’hen, after he had proceeded to a short 
distance, that officer fell in with a body of four hundred Turkoman 
horse, under the command of a chief of the name of Ameir Beg, w ho 
immediately entered into a conversation with him, in the course of 

^ 25tk of January, 1469. 
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which he demanded, since S&Itan Ab& Saeid had made the preposte* 
rous choice of war, with those who had been the unshaken friends, 
iand peace, with those who had been the deadly enemies of his family^ 
•for the period of nearly a century, how much further he proposed to 
retire, before he should either have tried the issue of a fair conflict, 
or made some attempt to bring the matter to an accommodation ; and 
he concluded by observing, that if the Sultan possessed any regard 
for his own welfare, or for that of the people under his authority, it 
behoved him, before another day should have passed over his head, 
to depute a certain number of his principal officers, to meet an equal 
number on the part of Ameir Hussun Beg, [Assem Beius]; who was 
still, as he alleged, sincerely disposed to prove his attachment, and co 
terminate all their differences by a solid peace. 

Instead, however, of attending to this apparently amrcahle proposal, 
Ameir Seyud Mezeid, with other Ameirs of distinction, went out the 
day following in the same direction ; and finding the detachment of 
T&rkomauns posted on the same spot as the day before, immediately 
attacked, and, as they were in force greatly inferior, dispersed them 
at the very first onset. S4ich has he had taken prisoners he then 
dispatched to the camp of the Sultan, having determined to proceed 
himself in pursuit of the fugitives, without delay, contrary to the 
strenuous remonstrance of Seyud ArghAn, one of his associates; who 
distinctly forewarned him, that the Tdrkomans would doubtless be 
supported in their rear, and that, considering the reduced and meager 
state of hfs horses, if the obvious dictates of common prudence had 
any influence on his conduct, he would remain where he was, without 
advancing onestep further. To this, however, he paid not the smallest 
aUention ; and the consequence proved such as might have been easily 
foreseen. When he had advanced but a short distance in pursuit of 
the Turkomans, Ozun Hussun in person, at the head of two thou- 
sand horse in perfect array and the best condition, suddenly rushed 
from the place where he lay in ambuscade; and while they were in a 
state of heedletM dispersion, fell furiously upon the detachment, 
of whom little less than five hundred, composed of Ameirs, and other 
young men of the first distinction, were immediately cut to pieces. 
Seyud Mezeid the commander, became a prisoner to the TArkomans; 
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and tboae who escaped both slaughter and captivity might, for the A. H. 873. 
moment, have considered themselves fortunate to have been able to ^ — *4®^ 
effect their retreat, in a condition however shattered and deplorable, sufik. 
to the camp of the Sdltan. The sons of Ameir Ally Shukker, who had 
also attended Seyud Mezeid on this ill-starred excursion, and were 
among those who returned in safety, however, declined entering the 
encampment, but made the best of their way, accompanied by SAltan 
Ally the son of Mirza Husseyne, or rather Hussun Ally, prince of 
Azerbkijaun, towards Hamadaun ; where, at a subsequent period, they 
put their companion to death. During this embarrassing and peril- 
ous crisis, Mirza Hussun Ally himself had, in the mean time, by de- 
sire of Sultan Sleid, remained in a state of inactivity at Tebreiz. 

That crisis was, however, now rapidly hastening to its final disclo- 
sure, and the SAltan was at last convinced of the expediency of enter- 
ing upon some plan of accommodation, in which he conceived it 
would be requisite to employ the mediation of some individual, 
equally distinguished by respectability of birth and dignity of charac- 
ter; and his choice, on this trying occasion, fell upon Seyud Ghey- 
auih-ud-dein, descended from Seyud Kowaum-ud-dein, the prince of 
Ainmol and Saury frequently mentioned under the reign of Teymfir. 

This personage, who is described to have surpassed the most illus- 
trious of his race, that lived at the same period, was accordingly 
directed to proceed to the camp of Ozun Hussun, for thus we shall 
continue to call him, although Ameir Hussun Beg is the appellation 
by which he is usually distinguished by the oriental writers; and he 
was received with the most flattering respect, by the Turkoman 
monarch, who hastened to meet, and cordially embraced him, before 
the entrance of his pavilion, or tent of audience. He announced to 
him, however, at the same moment, that his resolution was taken, not 
to consent to an accommodation on any terms; and yet, that he should 
feel himself under considerable embarrassment in adhering to such a 
resolution, contrary to what might be indicated to him, through the 
medium of one whom he was disposed so highly to esteem. But, be- 
fore they could enter further into the discussion, Ameir Seyud Ibrau- 
him of Koumm, accompanied by no less a personage than the Siiltan’^. 
own mother, presented himself in. the camp of the Tiirkoman ; andi 
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A. If. 67S. almost at the same instant, appeared the Seyud of Ardeheil — doubt* 
A. Jess Sheikh Heyder Ardebeily, who was married to Martha the 

suffa."* daughter of Ozun Hussun, the fruit of which marriage was Ism&eil 
the 1. the first Persian monarch of the house of SeSy, who must there* 
fore have been the grandson of Oz^n Hussun.* The Seyud of Arde* 
beil had, it seems, been dispatched some time before, by Oz6n Hus* 
sun himself, on a pretended pacific mission to the camp of AbA Skeid ; 
and be now assured the Tiirkoman, that the troops of Khorassaun 
w’ere already reduced to the utmost extremity of distress and despair; 
that they were hourly perishing of themselves, through hunger, dis- 
ease, and famine; and that it M’ould, therefore, be the height of folly 
and impolicy, to listen to any proposal of accommodation from their 
prince. 

These arguments had their full weight in deciding the judgment of 
Ozfin Hussun; and accordingly, when the agents of Sultan Skeid, in 
explaining the objects of their mission, proceeded to state, that having 
so lately rejected every overture towards an accommodation on the 
part of Ameir Hussun, they were now come on the part of their mas* 
ter, to demand peace, on any terms that he might be disposed to grant 
them; their supplications had little force against the more convincing, 
and important informatitm, conveyed through the Ardebeilian Seyud; 
and Ozun Hussun, without further eeremony, announced to them, 
that the affairs of their master had now passed the crisis at which ac- 
commodation was attainable, since they were at this moment in a 
state of confusion beyond remedy ; the Khorassaunian Ameirs having 
themselves condescended to declare, that the power of Sultan SSn id 
had reached its close, and that the sun of his glory was about to set 
forever. His attention seemed then directed to make certain friendly 
inquiries into the personal affairs of Seyud Gheyauth-ud-dein Ma* 
hommed ; in the course of which, having given him to understand 
that be was not ignorant that Shltan S&eid had been under a promise 
to invest him with the government of Saury, which promise, when it 
was fairly in his power, he ha<l omitted to fulfil ; and calling to one 
of his secretaries, he immediately ordered him to draw out a patent 
for the government in question, and having executed it un the spot 
* Vide Kublie^’s History of tire Turks, 
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with the necessary formalities, he delivered it into the hands of the 
Seyud. The agents of AbA Saeid were then permitted to take their 
departure without further detention. 

But the mother of the Silltan had scarcely re-entered the camp of 
her son, together with her conductors, when the Turkoman troops 
followed, with little to apprehend from the resistance of their adver* 
saries; the Khorassaunian Ameirs having, in the mean time indeed, 
quitted their posts, and gone over to the camp of Ozun Hussun; and 
the same day at noon, perceiving that all was lost, the Sultan himself 
took to flight. He was, however, immediately pursued, by the two 
sons of Oz6n Hussun, by whom he was easily overtaken ; and before 
midnight he was safely lodged in the camp of his enemy, under a guard 
from wliom it w'ould be no easy matter toefTect his escape. At the 
expiration of two days, the captive monarch w'as sent for to the pre- 
sence of Ozun Hussun; who advanced to receive him, when he saw 
that he liad approached within a short distance of the audience tent, 
and otlterwise treated him with every mark of respect due to the exal- 
ted station, from which he had so suddenly fallen. When they had 
taken their seats in the assembly, Ozun Hussun, in stating his vari- 
ous griev.inces, proceeded at some length to enumerate the many 
injuries which he had sustained, in return for the multiplied instances 
of zeal and attachment, uniformly exhibited in his conduct towards 
the Sultan; to which the latter endeavored to reply, in such terms as 
appeared suitable to the occasion. And it would seem, that when 
these mutual explanations had taken place, after remanding his captive 
to safe custody, Oziin Hussun, so far from entertaining any further 
design to his injury, actually intended to furnish the unfortunate 
monarch with an equipage suitable to his princely rank, and finally 
to restore him to liberty and his country. 

But, on entering into consultation on the subject, with the principal 
ministers and Ameirs of his court, the whole strenuously united in 
remonstrating against the obvious impolicy, and even imbecility, after 
accumulating upon him every species of insult, distress, and injury, 
of reposing any confidence in the professions of that man, to whose 
forbearance so little could be trusted, when nothing had been done 
on their part to provoke bis hostility. For it was absurd to conceive. 
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A. D. 87S. that when restored to power, he would omit to apply it to the punish*^ 
A. D. 1460 . subversion of that state from which he had, however deser- 

vedly, experienced so many severe calamities. On this occasion, 
however, none were so forward to urge the immediate destruction of 
Abd S&eid, as the agent of the prince of Shirwaun ; because, on the 
same day, the unfortunate monarch had taken an opportunity of re- 
minding this man, that Ozun Hussun had never triumphed over the 
Tcheghat&ian army, were it not for the perfidious desertion of the 
Shirwaunian, and the consequent failure of supplies. The agent was 
therefore persuaded, that if ever he regained his liberty, and iu his 
turn triumphed over th^ power of his enemies, the Sultan would con- 
vey the whole soil of Shirwaun, into K.horassaun,.in the very feeding- 
bags of his horses. 

On the twenty-second of Rudjub, at all events, of the eight hun- 
dred and seventy-third of the hidjerah,* the captive monarch was 
conducted to visit his kinsman, the Mirza Yadgaur Mahommed son 
of SMtan Mahommed, recently mentioned ; who on the approach of 
the Sfiltan within a short distance of his tent, respectfully advanced 
to receive, and to all appearance, also most cordially embraced him. 
He then returned into his tent, and the Sultan was stepping forward to 
follow, when the attendants suddenly interposed, and announced that 
he must remain where he was. The Sfiltan now discovered that the 
crisis of his destiny was arrived; and seating himself down on the 
spot, with his face towards the Keblah of the temple of Mekkah, 
his thread of life was instantly dissevered by the executioners of hti- 
man vengeance. We have been led to be thus circumstantial in 
describing the latter events of the reign of Shltan S&eid, which occu- 
pied altogether a period of eighteen years, because the subject became 
more material to our history from the consideration that Ire was the 
grandfather of the illustrious Sfiltan Bbber, the celebrated founder of 
the Hindustauny branch of the house of Teymfir ; of whom we are 
pledged to ^eak more at length before we come to the conclusion of 
these memoirs. 

Kholausset ul- The moment it became known that Sbltan Sleid had consigned 
akLbaur. tjjg hazards of a precarious flight, the utmost coosternation 

* 4th of Eebruary, 1469. 
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took possession of the Khorassauaians; while the Turkomaunian 
soldiery, pouring into the royal quarters, immediately proceeded to 
indulge without restraint in all the excesses of robbery and pillage. 
But the royal tents and their appendages remained yet substantially 
untouched, when Oziin Hussun in person fortunately arrived ; and 
placing himself on horseback before the principal entrance, sternly 
called upon the troops to forbear from these acts of licentious outrage. 
Orders were then given to secure the treasure, and to station the 
necessary guards for the protection of the females of the family of the 
Siiltan. A mandate was promulgated at the same time, that the 
Ameirs of Kliorassaun, with their military retainers, should immedi* 
ntely enrol themselves un<ler the standard of Mirza Mahommed, and 
not a tew readily conformed to this arrangement. Others dispersed 
in different directions to all parts of the country; and such of the 
principal officers and ministers of the household of the Sultan, as 
became prisoners in the hands of the Turkomans, were generously set 
at large at ihe command of Ozun Hussun; excepting only Meirek 
Abdurraheiin the Sudtlur, chief judge, or perhaps metropolitan, who, 
because the Sultan is alleged to have been actuated in his hostile 
designs towards Ameir Hussun, principally through his malignant 
counsels, was therefore cordemned to be flayed alive, and his skin 
stuffed with straw, to be suspended by the side of the high road, 
exposed to the view of the troops as they passed to their respective 
destinations. 

At the period of his death, there were, of the children of Sultan 
Abfi Slieid, living eleven sons, as enumerated in the following list: 
Mirza Sfiltan Ahmed ; Mirza Sultan Mahommed; Mirza Sultan Mali- 
miid ; Mirza Shah Rokh ; Mirza Oliigh Beg; Mirza Omar Sheikh; 
Mirza Abfi Bukker ; Mirza Sultan Muraud ; Mirza Sultan Khaleil ; 
Mirza SAItan Walid, and Mirza Sultan Omar. Of these, the Mirzas 
S6ltan Mahommed and Shah Rokh, became the prisoners of Ozf^n 
Hussun, on the fatal discomfiture in Azerbkijaun, and were lodged in 
confinement in some of the castles, in the neighboring province 
of Irkk Ajem. At the expiration of a certain period, they were 
however, set at large, and lived for a long time in different parts 
of that country in extreme indigence; until the eight hundred and 
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A. H. 873 . ninety-ninth of the hidjerah, when, on his way towards Khorassaun, 
A. D. 146 9. Rokh died at Saury in the province of Mazanderaiin, his bod}' 

^*iikhbaur conveyed to Herkt, where it was buried in the mansoleum of 

Gouhershaud Aga. M>rza Sditan Mahommed was, however, sup- 
posed to be still living in the nine hundred and fifth of the hidjerah,* 
the period at which the author of the Kholuugset-ul-akhbaur was 
about to close his history. Mirza Sultan Mahmfid, the most dis- 
creet and virtuous, according to our author, of all the Sultan’s chil- 
dren, escaped the general catastrophe, and made his way good into 
Khorassaun; but, as the metropolis of Herkt was by that time in the 
possession of Abfilghauzy Sfiltan H&sseyne,he continued his retreat to 
Samarkand, in order to join his elder brother Sfiltan Ahmed, who held 
the government of Transoxiana. He was received with great kindness 
and affection, and continued to live with his brother on terms of the 
happiest cordiality for some time ; until, seduced by the counsels of 
ambition, he embraced the opportunity, while amusing himself in the 
neighborhood of Samarkand, under pretence of hunting, to withdraw 
into the territory of Hessaur, [shaudemaun], of the government of 
which, together with Buddukhshaun, Kondez, and Bakalaun, he 
contrived to put himself in possession ; and to these, on the death of 
Mirza Sfiltan Ahmed, in the eight hundred and ninety-ninth of the 
hidjerab,t further added the government of Samarkand. He did 
not, however, long enjoy this acquisition of power, dying also in the 
month of Mohurrem, of the year nine hundred. J 
Mirza Sfiltan Mahmud left four sons, whose names were as follows: 
Mirza Sfiltan Mfissaoud ; Mirza Baysungur; Mirza Sultan Ally ; and 
Mirza Sultan Weiss. Ot these the former became, on the death of 
his father, prince of Hessaur, while Mirza Baysungur succeeded to 
the government of Samarkand ; and hostilities ensuing between this 
latter prince and bis brother Sfiltan Ally, he took him prisoner, and 
directed that he should be deprived of sight. By some means or 
other, the Sultan contrived, however, to sustain the operation with- 
out injury to his eyes, and escaped some time afterwards to Bokhara. 
At that place Sdltan Ally bad sufficient influence to raise an army with 

* Commencing 7th August, A. D. 1499. t Commencing lltb Octobsr, A. D. 1493. 

J October 1494. 
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which he advanced to Samarkand ; his brother Baysungur unable to 
oppose him in the field, concealing himself among the inhabitants 
within the walls of that city. But a convenient opportunity offering, 
shortly afterwards, he eff- cted his escape from thence to Kondez, 
where he claimed the protection of Ameir Khossrou Shah, one of 
those officers who had been brought up under his father's bounty ; 
leaving his brother Siiltan Ally in undisturbed possession of Samar- 
kand, over which he still continued to exercise the sovereign autho- 
rity, in the nine hundred and fifth of the hidjerah. 

Mirza Baysungur, on the other hand, on his arrival at Kondez, was 
immediately invested with the royal dignity by Ameir Khossrou 
Shah; and hostilities commenced, not long afterwards, under bis au- 
thority to deprive his brother Sultan Mussaoud of the power which 
he had established over thcgovernment of flessaur. The latter found 
it expedient to withdraw, from a contest to which he conceived his 
resources unequal, into Khorassaun, where he was most honorably 
received by Abulghauzy Sultan Ilusse\ne; who bestowed upon him 
the hand of one of his daughters, with every thing that could contribute 
to repair the losses which he might have sustained, in his unjust ex- 
pulsion fiom his hereditary government. When he had resided for 
some time at Ilcr&t, tasting all the enjoyments of a splendid repose, 
Abulghauzy, to crown the measure of his bounties, furnished him 
with a powerful army tore conquer his government ofHessaur; but, 
when he was arrived within a short distance of his destination, Sultan 
Muss&oud suffered himself to be persuaded, by repeated messages 
from .\meir Khossrou Shah, that that perfidious chief was entirely in 
his interests; and being completely deceived by these insidious pro* 
fr .ssions, he had the folly and imprudence, unaccompanied by his army, 
to proceed to Kondez, or Kondoz. And there, with a total disregard 
to the ties of gratitude and the obligations of public faith, he was 
instantly deprived of sight, and, accompanied by a slender escort, dis- 
missed for Samarkand ; with the supposition that he would be per- 
mitted to spend the remainder of his days at that place, under the 
protection of his brother Siiltan Ally. Trusting, however, to the better 
tried humanity of Abfilghauzy Shitan Hilisseyne, the unfortunate 
Miiss&oud determined on repairing once more to Herit; w'here hs 
VOL. 111. 4 L 
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A.tf.B73. finally arrived in safety, and continued stril to Teside under the pro* 
A. n 146 0 lection of his benefactor, in the nine hundred and fifth of the hidjerah. 
^^akiibaur Having thus rendered Sfiltan Mjissfaoud. utterly incapable of any 
further views on the sovereign power, Ameir Khossrou Shah no longer 
delayed to carry into execution his perfidious. plans against Mirza 
Baysungur, whom, with equal baseness and cruelty, he c;iused to be 
murdered a short time afterwards; and thus finally succi^eded in esta* 
blishing his authority, uithout a competitor, over the whole territory 
of Kondez, and Bakalaun, together with Buddukhshaun and Hessaur. 
Sultan Weiss, the fourth of the sons of Mirza Sultan Mahmfid, in 
the midst of these disturbances, escaped into Tiirkestaun; where he 
was still living among his maternal kindred, at the period to which 
the author of the Khoiausset ul-akhbaur had now brought his history. 

To proceed with the remainder of the sons of Siihan Abu Sacid, 
Mirza Oliigh Beg, the 5th in order, had, as it w^ould appear, previous 
to the death of his father, been invested with the governments of 
Kabfil and Ghezneiii, and was still in undisputed possession at the 
period so often referred to, the nine hundred and fifth of the hidjerah.* 
The Sultan had also conferred the province of Buddukhshaun, upon 
Mirza Aba Bukker, the seventh of the illustrious brothers, w hom our 
author considers as the most warlike of the w'hole; and he continued 
in the government of that country, long during the iile of his father, 
and, through the exemplary kindness and generosity or' Abfilghaiizy 
SfiJtan H6<se\ne, for some time siihseqiieur to his death. But ulti- 
mareiy disregarding bis obligations to tiiat benevolent prince, and 
engaging in hostilities against his authority, he became, after many a 
severe and obstinate con fiicl, his prisoner; and his career was termin- 
ated by the hand of desiiiiy, towards the hatter part of the mouth of 
Rudjub, of the year eight hundred and eight\ -four. f In the same 
paternal spirit, the province of Andejaun, or Ferghaiinah, had be< n 
conlerrtd by Sfiltau Saetd, upon Mirza Oniar Sheikh; and he also 
Continued to hold his authority over that country 8u(>8i'qu^nt to the 
death of his father, until the month of Stiabauii, of the eight hundred 
and ninety ninth of the hidjerah. { .when he died in consequence of 
a fall from a pigeon house, as will be seen in another place. His son 
* A. y. 1430. i October 1470. X May J404. 
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Mirza Briber, immediately succeeded to the vacant authority, with A.H.U73. 
the unanimous concurrence of the whole of the Ameirs, and principal . 

lkbul’diihht:t'Ul« 

natives of the country. With respect to Sultan Mhraud, the eighth akhbaur. 
in order, in the above enumeration of the sons of Sultan Skeid, he 
had for several years administered the government of Kandabaur, and 
the neighboring territory of Gurrumseir, under the authority of his 
father; and when the province of Irak Ajem had been added to the 
other extensive possessions of Shltan Sueid, he was proceeding, by 
his father’s orders, into Kermaun; but receiving on his march, intel- 
ligence of the disastrous reverse in Azerl>uijaun, he returned towards 
the Gurrumseir territory. Before he could again reach his destination, 
he was, however, compelled, through the hostile proceedings of Yhssuf 
Terklian, to draw off into Khorassaun, where he also claimed the 
protection of Abulghatizy Sultan Husseync. By that illustrious 
monarch, lie was conveyed to the court of his elder brother Sultan 
Ahmtd, at Samarkand; but through some circumstance or other, per- 
ceivitig little to hope for from the sympathies of fraternal affection, 
be embraced the earliest opportunity of returning into Khorassaun, 
where for a short time, he experienced afresh the most bountiful 
treatment from Abulghauzy; although, for reasons which are not ex- 
plained, during the month of Suffur, of the eight hundred and eight- 
ieth of the liidjerab,* he was, together with some of bis attendants, 
finally conveyed to the fortress of Neirahtou, and nothing further was 
evei heard of him. 

Mirza Sditan Khaleil, at the period of his father’s disastrous fate, 
resided at Her&t, and, after Abblghauzy Skltan Hksseyne had suc- 
ceeded in establishing his authority over Khorassaun, was, like others 
of the family, dispatched by that monarch into Transoxiana ; where 
however, proceeding to excite sedition and revolt, he was early cut 
short in his designs, and put to death by one of the officers in the 
service of his brother SClItan Ahmed. Mirza Sultan Walid retired 
among the Ameirs of the tribe of Erlaut, where he remained to the 
dayof his death. And, lastly, when the grandeur of the familj' seems 
to have perished with Silltan AbA SAeid in the defiles of Azerbkijauo, 

Mina SAltsn Omar, the youngest of the brothers in this list, bad bis 

* Juael4VS. 
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A. H. 873. abode in the territory of Samarkand ; but, long subsequent to that 
event, his brother Sultan Ahmed, judging from certain suspicious 
akfabaur. appearances that he was hatching designs against his authority, took 
care to anticipate the execution, and to expel him from the country; 
after which, he joined his other brother Aba Bukker, with whom he 
was present when he experienced his defeat, in the neighborhood of 
Merit, from the troops of AbMghauzy. From the scene of this dis> 
comfiture he made his way into the territory of Abiwerd and Nessa ; 
but be there fell into the hands of some of those in the service of 
Abhlghauzy, by whom he was conducted immediately to HerSt. 
From thence, after experiencing a confinement of some duration in 
the castle of £khtiaur>ud-dein, he was, in the month ofRudjub, of 
the eight hundred and eighty third of the hidjerah,* finally transferred 
to the fortress of Neirahtou ; and of him also nothing further was ever 
known. 

Of the early history of Sultan Sauheb Keraun Abfilghauzy Sultan 
Hfisseyne Bahauder Khaun, to the events of whose rt igii the narra- 
tive is now about to proceed, a sketch has already appeared in the 
former part of this chapter. It is here only necessary to remind the 
reader that he was the son of Mirza Baykera, the son of Omar Sheikh, 
and of course the great grandson of Teym6r. As soon as it became 
generally known that Sfiltan Abu S&eid was sinking under the com- 
bined pressure of famine, and the efforts of the Turkoman armies, 
Abillghauzy quitted his retreat in Kbaurezm for the last time, and 
again directed bis march towards Khorassaun. Tauje-ud*deiii llus- 
sun Melky, and Ameir Bei-nezzeir, who had been left in charge of 
Herkt, omitted no precaution, however, to place the walls and towers 
of that metropolis in a proper state of defence, the moment it was 
ascertained that he was actually encamped in the territory between 
Abiwerd and Nessa ; while dispatches were forwarded without delay 
to Samarkand, to announce the approach of the enemy. In conse- 
quence of this intelligence, Mirza Sfiltan .\hmed immediately left that 
capital, and crossed the Jeybfiii, at the head of a numerous army. 
In the mean time, reports of the final catastrophe in Aserbkijaun, 
vrere circulated in all quarters, on which Abfilghauzy put bis troopn 

* October. 1478. 
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in motion directly for Herat ; and this circumstance was no sooner 
ascertained by Mirza Shltau Ahmed than he returned without further 
delay towards Samarkand. His brother Sultan Mahmdd, on the 
other hand, contrived to reach Herkt, on the second of Ramzaun, of 
the year eight hundred and seventy-three ;* but perceiving, after a 
residence of three or four days, that the people in all their classes 
and gradations directed their hopes towards the camp of Abiilghauzy, 
he very quietly divested himself of all further thoughts on the throne 
of Khorassann; and attended by a certain Ameir Kiimber Ally made 
the best of his way for the territory beyond the Oxus — Ameir Sheikh 
Abu S&eid entering shortly afterwards to take possession of the gov- 
ernment of Herat, on the part of Abi^lghauzy. On the eighth of the 
same month of Ramzaun, the nobility and principal inhabitants of the 
town proceeded to meet their new sovereign, and, being introduced 
to his presence on the north side of the hill of the Bhoulygah, were 
most lavorably received. After bestowing the most distinguished 
marks of kinduess on the men of letters, and members of the learned 
professions piesented to him on the occasion, Abulghauzy led his 
troops to encamp at the Takht, or shrine, of Hadjy Reg, in the neigh- 
borhood of the city. Oh friday the tenth of Ramzaun,^ the Khot- 
bah, or public prayer, was recited in alt the mosques through Herkt, 
in the name of Abulghauzy ; and on the samv day, that monarch, 
after tlie performance of Ins devotions, entered tlte palace of the 
Raugh-e-zoghun, or raven gardens, where he publickly seated him- 
self on the throne of Khorassaun. 

When he had, in due time, succeeded in completing the subjuga- 
tion of the territory of Khorassaun, Ameir Sheikh Zauhed Tauromy 
was dispatched by Abulg-hauzy to effect the reduction of Mazande* 
raun ; which that officer finally accomplished, after, killing. Mirza 
Menutcheher, the elder brother of Sultan S&eid, .who had made an 
attempt to secure the districts of Rustumdaur for himself, subsequent 
to the discomfiture in Azerbkijaun. Lest, however, he might be led 
to conceive that his prosperity was to continue unalloyed, with the 
afflictions of humanity, Abulghauzy, in the early part of the eight 
hundred and seventy-fourth .of the. hidjerab, experienced a heavy. 

* 16th of March 1469. i 23rd of March 1460. 
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'A.H.874. domestic calamity in the death of his mother, the princes^ Feyrbu« 

A. D 1460. Bepuijj, who expired at Her&t on the fourteemh day of Mohur* 
Kholaiiasi-t-ul- « 

alilibaur. Teni of that year.* 

At that period when Ameir Jahaiin Shah the Tfirkotnan withdrew 
from Khorassaun, as we have already seen, in consequence of tlie 
treaty vvithSitltanS&eid, it appears that Mirza Yadg&r Mahommed, the 
son of Baysungur, son ot Shah Rokh,by the advice of his aunt P^y- 
endah Begum, under whose care he had received his education, rather 
than remain among his own relatives resolved to accompany the 
Turkoman chief into Azerbaijaun; and there, during the remainder 
of the life of Ameir Jahaan Shah, he continued to pass hrs days in 
the enjoyment of every thing that could contribute to his repose and 
happiness. On the death of that monarch he experienced also from 
his conqueror, “Ameir Hussun Big, or Ozfin fJussun, proofs of 
respect and honor, in no degree inferior; and wiren that monarch 
had consummated his victory over Siiltan Sheid, one of his first ob. 
jects was to place the son of Baysungur in a posture, with several of 
the Ameirs of the province at the head of a very powerful army, to 
undertake the invasion of Khorassaun. Mirza Yadgaur Mahommed 
proceeded accordingly, in all the pride of power, and confidence 
of success, to carry into execution the scheme of conquest laid 
open to him by bis benefactor; and as his progress led him first into 
Mazanderaun, be appears to have expelled the lieutenant of AbCtl- 
ghauzy from that province, without much difficulty. 

The moment he became apprized of these hostilities, Abfilghau- 
zy, on bis part, sent off a respectable force under the Ameirs Wully 
Beg, and Abdulkhaulek, to oppose the attempts of the invader. Pro> 
ceeding by the way of Neysh&pAr, these Ameirs advanced to Semel- 
gaun, where they encainped' for some days ; being followed a short 
time afterwards, by a further division dispatched to their Support, 
under Mirza Mahdmmed d£ilitan,8(rrnaiiied Mima Ketchek— the little 
Mirza— the son of Mirza SQItan Ahmed, son of Mirza Seyiid Ahmed, 
son of Meiran 'Shah, and sister’s son 6f Abftighauzy. The whole 
when united then marched togfethef^in quest of Mirza Yadgaur, who 
had, by this time, led bis arihy throdgh the defiles of Asterabad towards 

* S4tb of July 14G9. 
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the frontiers of Khoraasaun. When, however, they reached the a. H.874. 
station ot Shourauh, the troops of Abi^l^hauzy, in conformity with ^ 
instructions recently transmitted by their sovereign, took post on the 
range of bills called the Kouh-Kliorouss-Yellauky, where they ap- 
peared in snfficit'nt strength and security to bid defiance to all attack; 
and Mirza Yadgaur, finding their postMon unassailable with any 'pros- 
pect of success, immediately drew off towards Esfer&ein. 

f laving on the other hand, completed his arrangements, Abhlghau- 
zy took his departure from Herat, on the fourth day of the former 
Ribbcia, of the eight hundred and seventy fourth of the hidjerah ;* 
and in the ordinary succession of marches proceeded to Mtish-hed. 

Here when the monarch, preparatory to the resumption of his march, 
gave orders that the astrologers should attend his presence, for the 
purpose of determining on the hour propitious for departure, hiscon- 
fidi ntial minister Ameix Ally SA^'/r, the patron of our author, hon- 
estly staled that he did not conceive the presence of astrologers, or 
any ri search into the coniplexion of the hour, could be attended with 
any essential advantage; on the contrary, whether that hour wasdecla- 
nd favorable, or otherwise, one thing was very certain, that the inves- 
tigation would be productive of delay, when it was indispensably ne- 
cessary that his march should be immediate, and as expeditious as 
possible. The argument appeared so conclusive to the prince, that 
he put his troops in motion, without a moment’s further delay, in 
qoest of the enemy. On information ttiat Mirza Yadgaur was en- 
campeil at Tcliena weran, Mirzn Ketchek also, with the troops under 
his orders, quitted the d«fensive position on Kouh Khoruuss, and 
hasten* d to join the mam body under Abulghauzy; who, thus rein- 
forced, immediaii ly advanced towards the same station of Tchenawer- 
an, where he drew up the whole of hisarmy in order of battle, in tlw 
presence ot his adversarv. Mirza Yadgaur being, on his part, little 
disposed to decline the chalh nge, a most severe and obstinate conflict 
ensued; in which, at the very crisis when his army appeared on the 
verge of defeat, AbMghauzy, sword in hand, bravely rushed upon the 
enemy, and, in one moment, fixed the fortune of the day in his own 
favor. The troops of Mirza Yadgaur then quitted the field in the • 

* loth ol SepteqdKC 1#M. 
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A. H. 874. utmost confusion, immediately dispersing in every direction ; while 
A. D. jjjg conqueror triumphantly took possession of the ground they had 
akbbaur. * abandoned, and remained encamped on the same spot at I'chenaweran 
for the space of fourteen days afterwards. At the expiration of that 
period, having conferred the g>vvernment of Asterabad, upon Ameir 
Hnssnn the son of Sheikh Temur, Abitlghauzy returned to Herkt. 

He had, however, not been many days at his capit.il, when inteili* 
grnce from Damaghaun announced to him, that a large body of Turk- 
omans, under some of his own relatives, bad been dispatched by Ozun 
Hussun, to the support of Mirza Yadgaur; and that encouraged by 
such a reinforcement, the latter had resumed his designs upon Kho- 
rassaun. The Ameirs Nausser-ud>dein Abdulkhaulek, and Sheikh 
Abi S&eid, together with Peir Ally the Turkoman, were therefore 
again employed to oppose this fresh invasion ; but, on furtiier infor- 
mation that the enemy had already penetrated to the borders of Sub- 
buzwaur and Neyshapur, Abulghauzy in person, hastened to the sup- 
port of his generals, wliom he accordingly joined in the luxuriant 
territory of Raudegaun. From thence be proceeded towards Snb- 
buzwauc, at this Juncture the bead quarters of Mirza Yadgaur, and 
his army oi Tfirkomans. Advised, however, of the approach of Abul- 
ghauzy, Mirza Yadgaur withdrew in considerable haste towards Jau- 
jerom, leaving Kauzy Beg, one of his officers, to make a stand in the 
castle of Subbuzwaur. But the banners of Abhighauzy were no 
sooner displayed before that place, than the Khorassaunian troops 
were Jed to the assault, and the castle tvas carried at the first onset; 
the governor was taken prisoner, and ignoroiniously bound; aadseven- 
ty Turkomans, who had rendered themselves particularly obnoxious, 
through their arrogant and oppressive behavior, were delivered over to 
the just vengeance of the inhabitants, by whom they were immediately 
pul to death. Abhighauzy then led his troops in pursuit of the ene- 
my; of whom, soon after he had encamped at the station of Punjde- 
henah, or the five gorges, a part of his army fell in with, and defeated 
a considerable detachment, probably the rear guard, with great loss, 
several officers of tb» first distinction, belonging to the troops of Mirza 
Yadgaur, being killed in the action. 

^Nevertheless, on advancing from the last mentioned station to 
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Jaujerom, a strange and unaccountable reverse took place in the for- a. H. 874 . 
tuneofAbdIghauzy; andanentirechangein his proceedings was render- ^ D uoa. 
ed immediately necessary, by an alarming defection among his troops, *^^a'kh'brur*[^** 
who went over in crowds to the enemy. ^ Compelled to yield to the 
force of circumstances, it appears to have been considered as a matter 
of some consolation, that he should have been permitted to prosecute 
his march in safety to Mush-hed, and from thence to the Pulbe kha- 
tAn, or bridge of the princess, where he joined his heavy baggage. In 
the mean time, Abdullah Akhteb, whom he had left in charge of the 
government of Herat, contrived, by his arbitrary and oppressive exac- 
tions, to render himself so odious to the inhabitants, that they at last 
rose upon their oppressor; and,shutting him up in the Khaunekah,or 
caravanserai, of the illustrious Shah Hokh, which he had chosen for 
his abode, compelled him there to secrete himself in an unknown 
corner of the building; after which, the tumult subsided of itself, and 
the inhabitants quietly returned to their occupations. This unwelcome 
intelligence reached Abulghauzy, in his camp at the Pull-e-khautun; 
and it was immediately resolved to dispatch the favorite minister 
Ameir Ally Sheir, whose counsels and exertions were ever directed 
to the welfare of his fellow subjects, with letters from his master, to 
restore the confidence of the citizens of Herkt, and to console them, 
under the sense of their wrongs, from the unauthorized proceedings of 
a tyrannical governor. Repairing to Herat, accordingly. Ally Sheir, 
in conformity with the instructions of his sovereign, devoted his ut- 
most zeal and diligence to redress the inhabitants, and to protect them 
from further oppression ; thus arresting the arm of violence from ex- 
tending its inflictions, any more, to the injury of the weak and unfortu- 
nate. Having conveyed his heavy baggage and equipments on the 
way to Neirahtfi, Abfilghauzy, also, returned shortly afterwards, and 
took up his abode in the Baugh-e-nuzzergah, or prospect gardens, in 
the neighborhood of the metropolis. 

As might have been expected, before he had been many days at 
Her&t, on this occasion, it was again announced to him, that Mirza 
Yadgaur Mahommed was arrived at Khaboushiin, or perhaps Jenu- 
ahaun, on his way to Mfish-hed. Abfilghauzy therefore, at the head 
of such troops as he had been able to assemble, proceeded once more 
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A. H.874^B75. towards that place. But, he had no aooner encamped on the platoA. 

A. D 1400-1470 . of j^ieghertfi, or Meshrattk, than the spirit of disaffection broke out 
skhbaur. afresh among his troops, and sent them again in entire squadrons to join 
the enemy. In these circumstances, there seemed no other resource 
than, as on former occasions, to temporise with his misfortunes; and 
the Shltan was compelled to postpone his design of giving battle, to 
some more favorable opportunity. He therefore conceived it expedi- 
ent, in the first instance, to remove his camp to the foot of the Kullah 
Kouh, a range of bills in the neighborhood; and from thence, imme- 
diately afterwards, by the route of Tokouz-rebbaut, towards the for- 
tress of Neirahtfk. Arriving under the walls of that place, it was his 
intention to have made it, for some time at least, the asylum of the 
female part of his family: and for this purpose, a messenger was sent 
in with instructions to Ahmed Touktchey, who had been entrusted 
with the command of this important post by Ab61ghauzy*s own ap- 
pointment, to provide the necessary accommo,dation for their recep- 
tion. To this, however, the faithless changeling replied, that if the 
Sultan was disposed to enter with no more than one or two of his at- 
tendants, the gates should be freely thrown open to him — but not 
otherwise, [willa, filla]. From an answer so laconic, and so little 
consistent with the principle of duty, it was not difficult to discover 
that the contagion of disloyalty bad extended itself to the garrison of 
Neirahtti; and it became therefore expedient to look for security to 
some other quarter, and to retire without delay towards the banks of 
the Mfirghaub. Here, while he was deliberating with no small per- 
plexity as to the direction in which he should next bend his course, a 
messenger from Ameir Muzuffur Berlas, the independent chief of 
Keysaur, or possibly Konsaur, presented himself to Abblghauzy; and 
announced to him from his master, that a very respectable body of the 
tribe of F.rlaut, established in that neighborhood, had expressed a wish 
for his presence among them, being desirous, as he alleged, to attach 
themselves to his standard, and to devote their lives to his service. 
Abfilghauzy most gladly availed himselfof this seasonable invitation, 
and he proceeded, accordingly, without delay, towards Keysaur; where, 
on his arrival, he wasxordially greeted by Ameir M&zuffur, and other 
chiefs of the tribe, on all of whom he conferred such marks of bis . 
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favor as were proportionate to their respective qualities. From thence 
he proceeded further to the town of Meymenah, of which we possess 
no further information ; but where, for the present, the narrative 
leaves him, awaiting the return of some arisis more favorable to his 
designs. 

At that period at which Abulghauzy quitted the plains of Meshertfl* 
directing his march for the fortress of Neirahtft, Mirza Yadgaur was 
still encamped in the territory of Raudegaun ; but, urged by the coun- 
sels of the Ameirs Feridoun Berlas, and Sultan Ahmed Tchaurshum- 
bah, and some others, the princess Payendah Sultan B^gum hastened 
to enter Herat, which she thus succeeded, without opposition, in 
securing for her brother's son. On intelligence of this successful 
undertaking, on the part of his patroness, Mirza Yadgaur drew also 
towards the metropolis ; but passing to the northward of the town, he 
thought it expedient to proceed without halting, in quest of the troops 
of Ahulghauzy, to the MArghaub. Having, however, over-run the 
whole of the country in that direction, apparently without resistance, 
he returned tow^ards Heiat; to the neighborhood of which he was 
now welcomed, l)y the general homage of all classes of the inhabit- 
ants. Selecting a da}^ on which the moon was on its increase, he 
next proceeded to encamp on the plain of Kehdestaiin ; and on mon- 
day the ninth of Alohurrem, of the eight hundred and seventy fifth of 
the liidjerah,* which was also a day of auspicious quadrature, he made 
his entry into the Baugh-e>zaughan, or raven gardens, the favorite 
royal residence in the suburbs of the metropolis. At the same time, 
desirous of evincing, without delay, his gratitude to the Turkoman 
chiefs in the service of Ozfin Hussun, to whose exertions he was so 
materially indebted for his recent success, and who had signified a 
wish to settle in the country, he hastened to distinguish them by all 
the marks of kindness and encouragement in his power to bestow^ 
assigning to them the fairest dwellings, and the most pleasant situa- 
tions in the neighborhood, for their abode. 

The debt of gratitude thus far discharged, Mirza Yadgaur conceived 
he might now resign himself, w'ithout reserve, to his pleasures; and 
his time became henceforward devoted, almost exclusively, to the 

« 7th of July 1470. 
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A. H. 975, enjoyments of wine and music. Of this state of delirious indulgence^ . 

A. D. 1470. i)is tyrannical and licentious followers took the usual advantage of 
^**aklibaur *** exercising every species of violence and injustice on the unfortunate 
subjects of his government; so that, unable to support the enormous 
exactions levied upon the hard-earned wages of industry, the whole 
body of artizans, and useful mechanics, betook themselves to the last 
alternative, of abandoning the country of their birth, and the tombs 
of their fathers. To add to the general distress, S6ltan Khaleil, one 
of the sons of Ozun Hilssun, w'ith another body of Ttlrkomans, en- 
tered Khorassaun. and took up his quarters in rhe fertile territory of 
Raudegan, which he proceeded to overspread with every species of 
enormity and outrage; while his brother Zeneil, or Zeynel, extended 
the same enormities throughout the neighboring districts of the 
Kohestaun, where the Turkomans are alleged to have suffered no 
vestige to remain, whereby to distinguish the right hand from the 
left. In short, the cruelty and injustice of the Turkomans, through- 
out the whole of Khorassaun, rose to such a pitch at last as to touch 
the heavens, in the cries of the oppressed inhabitants calling with 
united zeal to the throne of God, for vengeance upon their oppressors. 
The supplications of the afflicted Khorassaunians were, on this occa- 
sion, more speedy in the attainment of their object, and their deli- 
verance more sudden in its approach, than probably might have been 
looked for by the fondest expectation. 

The tyranny and violence of the Turkomans, and the total negli- 
gence, or criminal supineness of Mirza Yadgaur, had been repeatedly 
made the subject of complaint to Abulghauzy, in his retreat at Mey- 
menah ; and the design of returning to Herit, for the purpose of re- 
lieving the people from their accumulated injuries, had very early 
presented itself to his contemplation. When he had, however, taken 
but a short time to reflect upon it, be ventured, in the privacy of his 
cabinet, to disclose the design to his faithful and confidential minis- 
ter, Aroeir Ally Sheir ; who most cordially concurred in his views, 
urging, at the same time, the indispensable necessity of keeping them 
a profound secret; nay, strongly statingitas bis opinion, that it would 
have been more discreet if the subject had still remained a secret, even 
to himself. The expediency of this service, he further maintained on a 
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eonsideration of the numerous desertions to Herkt, which daily took 
place among the Sflltan’s followers, who could not render a more 
acceptable piece of service* in that quarter, than by communicating 
intelligence of such a design : since it might awaken the government 
of Mirza Yadgaur, to some degree of activity, and not impossiblly pro- 
duce the march of a body of troops, in order to dislodge them from their, 
at present, unmolested retreat. Abulghauzy removed, shortly after- 
wards, from Meymenah to Almaul, or perhaps Aymaul, where he 
distributed armour to his troops ; and continuing his march to Lun- 
gur Bouken, he there assembled a council of his Ameirs, and to 
them, for the first time, announced his design of advancing to Her- 
£tt, which he had hitherto concealed from all but his faithful min- 
ister.* The plan met with the entire approbation of the council, 
and it was unanimously determined to proceed without delay towards 
the metropolis of Khorassaun. 

Passing near the residence of Bkba Khauki, a devout person of. 
great celebrity at this particular period, the pious dervaish hastened 
to introduce himself to Abulghauzy; to whom he presented a sheep, 
a Ivoumatchei, and a collar, with the most flattering encouragements 
to proceed in his undertaking. Continuing his march, he w’as met 
on his way, shortly afterwards, by Shairutn Kerawul, one of his 
light horsemen, or videttes, whom he had previously dispatched to 
procure intelligence; and who now stated, that he had proceeded all 
the way to the entrance, or head, of the Kheyabaun quarter, in the 
suburbs of Herkt, where he learned on inquiry among the people, that 
all in the city were entirely without advice of any thing that was 
passing in the country ; and that Mirza Yadgaur continued to reside 
in the raven gardens, totally immersed in his intemperate indulgen- 
ces — or, as the author expresses it, like the tulip and narcissus with, 
the cup, or goblet, in perpetual circulation. . 

Thus apprized afresh of the stupid insensibility of Mirza Yadgaur 
and his . Tiirkomans, Abulghauzy hastened his march, at the head 
of eight hundred and fifty chosen soldiers, whidu composed the 
whole of his force on this, occasion, and came to the bill range of 

• Mukurrilb-til huzrut-ul-SCillauiiy — ^ihe inmate of the presence of his sover<*iif»; Aineir 
Ajly Sheir, so designated by our author, heuceforward, from the familiar intercourse to 
which be was admitted by the prince. 
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Tcbeshmah'kbiibber-zouk, or perhaps kheyr-zoak. From this place, 
in concurrence with the advice of his officers, one of the chiefs of 
his party was sent forwards with instructions, if he found an oppor- 
tunity, to break open the pfate of the raven gardens ; and, otherwise, 
to proceed as the suggestions of his own prudence might direct. 
He was immediately followed by the Ameirs Muzuffur Rerlas, Sheikh 
AbA SAeid, surnamed Jaun>der-miaun, Ibrauhim Berlas, and Der- 
vaish Ally Erlaut, at the head of about one hundred and fifty war- 
riors; with orders, as soon as the gate should have been broke open, 
to dispatch a messenger with the intelligence, so as to meet the head 
quarters of Abulghauzy, when he should have reached the fountain 
of IverenfAII. In the mean time, AbAighauzy with the remainder of 
his force proce* ding very slowly »n his march, instead of halting at 
the fountain of Kerenftjll, as had been originally intended, was en- 
couraged, by the confidence of success, to move straight on through 
the Kheyabaun quarter, immediately to the point of attack — the raven 
gardens; and shortly afterwards, Yadganr, his master of horse, came 
to announce from the advance, that one of the gates of the garden had 
been broke open. On this, inspired with fresh confidence, AbuU 
ghauzy directed the Ameirs Mubaurez-ud-dein Wnlly Beg, and 
Nausser-nd dein Abdulkhaulek, to approach the palace of JullaiiU 
ud-dein Feyrouz Shah, now occupied by Ameir Ally Jullk-dr; with 
orders to attack that minister if he exhibited any design of resist- 
ance. At the same time, Douletek the Ouzbek, with some of his 
tribe, was sent to cut off all egress by the gate near the mosque of the 
princess Gouhershaud; while xMirza Ketchek received orders to take 
post near the principal gate on another side. And lastly, the prince 
royal, Mirza Sfiltan Ahmed, was employed to secure that which 
opened towards the mausoleum of Abtilwalid. 

Abhighauzy in person, at the bead of eighty of his attendants, 
sword in hand, then entered the raven gardens, pushing forward at 
the instance of AUy Slieir, directly through towards the northern 
side of the garden where, contrary to his expectations, he could not 
discover a single individual of the several Ameirs whom he had dis- 
patched in sMlvance. They had, indeed, in consequence of some un- 
accountable panic, all without exception, either betaken themselves 
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to some unseen corner, or concealed themselves behind the trees. A.H. 8?5. 

Pc-rceivine, however, a tent in the precincts of the old palace, . 

® , .. I . /. II Khoiausset-ul 

Abuigbauzy diiected some of his followers to enter, in the expecta- akhbaut. 

tion that Mirza Yadgaur might be found within. The minister Ally 
Sheir then approached the tent, sending one of his attendants to ex- 
plore : but to little purpose, as not a vestige of any person was to be 
there discovered, and of this, he returned to advise his master. They 
then proceeded together to the entrance of the palace; where Abul- 
ghauzy now addressed himself to^his attendants, calling upon them 
immediately to scale the wall. To this, however, he received no 
answer, neither did any one appear disposed to obey the order; the 
whole being withheld by some extraordinary impression of alarm 
which had overpowered their minds. When the Sultan had, in this 
manner, urged his commands repeatedly in vain, Ameir Ally Sheir 
at last broke silence ; and, after observing that he had hitherto ab- 
stained from obtruding his services, because he could not without 
permission, leave the presence of bis master, proposed without fur- 
ther delay to ascend, and bring the rival prince a captive to his feet. 
Abulghauzy acceded to the proposal, and Ally Sheir dismounting 
from liis charger, and drawing his sword, immediately proceeded in 
the obscurity of a very dark night, and repeatedly missing his course, 
to explore bis way to the top of the building. 

In the mean time, a Feraush, or sweeper, of the name of Mehter 
Ismaeil, ran out of the garden, and returning with some lighted ta- 
pers, a number of the soldiers on different sides, succeeded in gaining 
the upper part of the pal ice ; and, by one of these, a piaudah, or foot- 
man, of the name of Hadjy Ally, was the wretched Mirza Yadgaur 
now discovered, reclining on his ignoble couch of luxury and sloth. 

The soldier was met, leading his royal prisoner down one of the stair- 
cases, by one of the Ameirs dispatched by AbMgbauzy to the support 
of his minister; and the captive prince, being immediately taken 
charge of by this Ameir, was now conducted towards the foot of the 
stairs, by which Ally Sheir happened to be himself ascending ; and 
in this manner, he was finally led along to the presence ofAbfilghau- 
zy. The SuWaii was, at first, sincerely disposed to spare the life of 
his vanquished; and degraded rival; but his principal officers were 
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not to be otherwise appeased than hy the death of the unfortunate 
Sbahziidah, on whose destruction, as they alleged, depended their 
only security for existence. He was accordingly put to death on 
the spot ; and this event appears to have taken place sometime in 
the month of Suffur, of the eight hundred and seventy-fifth of the 
hidjerah ;* the words Sheher-e-Suffur, exhibiting the number S7^> 
being the date of his captivity and execution. 

As soon as the catastrophe was announced to the chiefs of the Tur- 
koman troops, some of whom were stationed in the new gardens, and 
others in the garden ofZobaidah, they decamped the very same nigiit, 
and directed their course for Irak. Several KLorassanian Ameirs, on 
the other hand, who had suffered themselves to be seduced from their 
allegiance, and who had gone over to Mirza Y'adgaur, were, notwith- 
standing, now redeemed from thedeath they merited, through the friend- 
ly intercession of the Sultan’s ministers, and even advanced to some of 
the highest honors of the go-vernment ; with the exception, however, 
of Ameir Ally Jullkeir, who had accepted of the office of prime min- 
ister, under Yadgaur, and who was therefore doomed to perish, the 
day following, by the hand of the executioner. 

Having thus regained possession of his capital, Abiilghauzy, whose 
titles at length were, Sultaun Skheb Keran, Abfilgbauzy, Sultan II us- 
seyne Bahauder Khaun, proceeded to seat himself permanently on 
the throne of Khorassaun ; which, according to our author who was 
■a living witness to the trnth of hrs assertion, he embellished with every 
virtue that could adorn, and with every qualification that could 
secure respect, stability, and lustre to, the royal authority. From 
the preceding pages of this narrative, it may be inferred that he 
continued to reign, with equal glory to himself, and happiness to his 
people, ujp to the nine hundred and fifth of the hidjerah; that is to 
say, for about thirty years subsequent to the period at which Khoude- 
meir, the author of the Kholausset-ul-akhbaur, here terminates bis 
history. Like that author, as far as it can be rendered intelligible 
through the dazzling glare of metaphorical language, we shall conclude 
this chapter with the description which he has given of the favorite 
and celebrated city of Herkt, as it stood at the close of the fifteenth, 
and tbe.commencement of the sixteen'th century, of the Christian era. 

* August 1470. t Commenciog 7th of August 1409. 
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Dismissing then, as far as possible, the high flown panegyric of the 
historian, who has elevated the pinnacles of its stately structures to 
the heu\'eii8, has bestowed upon its inhabitants the palm of supe- 
rior zeal and orthodoxy in the principles of the Kor&n, and filled 
it with men of genius in every branch of knowledge and art, far 
surpassing what is to be found in any other country on earth, we shall 
proceed to relate that, with respect to the name and origin of this 
celebrated city, there existed some variety of opinions, all of which 
have, however, been comprehended in a stanza of four lines, to the 
following substance : Originally founded by Lohorausp, it was 
considerably augmented by Gushtausp, further enlarged by royal 
Bohmen, and finally completed by Alexander the Grecian.” Although, 
in consequence of its possessing no other means of irrigation than 
M’hat was derived from a single rivulet, it could boast but few gardens 
in the interior of its walls; yet, without, from the Gauzerg&h, or 
suburb of the w ashermen, to the Tcheshmah-mauhian, or fishing well, 
and from the Kereiah-baushtan, to the corn lands of Sauk>e>Selman, 
or market of Selinan perhaps, a distance of nearly five farsangs, or 
about t ighteen English miles, on one side, it exhibited a wide and rich 
expanse of fruit and flower gardens, and luxuriant plantations of 
various descriptions ; and on another side, to the bridge of the boun- 
dary, or perhaps necklace — Pdll-e-maulan—^z further space of two 
farsangs, or about eight miles, it was equally covered with inclosures 
of a aimilar description, and with charming villas, of unparalleled 
beauty and variety, almost contiguous to each other in endless suc- 
cession. The whole surrounding territory was crowded, moreover, 
in all directions, with towns and villages, or otherwise laid out under 
tillage, to an extent so great, as scarcely to be brought within the 
compass of ordinary calculation. “ Herkt,” in short exclaims the 
author, **i8 the eye — the lamp which gives light to all other cities.” 
** llerkt is the soul, of which this world is hot the body; and if Kho- 
rassaiin bethebosom of the world, Herkt is allowed to be the heart.” 
But, as all geoerttl praise of the beauty and loveliness of this admired 
metropolis, would furniafa but a very indeterminate idea of the real- 
ity, it will be more satisfactory .to accompany the author in his brivif 
enumeration, and description, of the moat remarkable public builiU 
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A. H. 876 005. ing«, and of the various gardens which graced the vicinity* to the 
A. D. U07-*60 0. equgi delight and recreation of the inhabitants. 

aklihaur. * among the structures belonging to this noble city, and not 

the least worthy of admiration must be mentioned, the castle, or ci- 
tadel, of Ekhtiaur>ud>dein, renowned for its impregnable strength and 
solidity ; of which, the surrounding fosse is described to have been 
more unfathomable than the soul of the liberal man in his bounty, and 
the ramparts more lofty than to be spanned by the ordinary powers 
of the imagination. 

Next was the great, or metropolitan mosque, than which, it is al- 
leged, there never was erected by man, a more substantial, or a more 
beautiful pile. This structure was commenced towards the conclu- 
sion of his reign, by Gheyauth-ud-dein the son ofSaijm,*ofthe din- 
asty of Gbour ; but as he died before it could be finished, and his 
brother SAItau Shahaub-ud-dein was prevented from continuing the 
M’ork, through the hostility of the king of Khaurezm, the completion 
was reserved for his son, Shltan Gheyauth-ud-dein Mahmud. It 
stood untouched and unimpaired for some time, until, during the 
fearful irruption of Jengueiz., it partook in the general ruin of Kbo- 
rassaun; after which it was, however, rebuilt by Melek Gheyautb-ud- 
dein Guerret, and subsequent to the death of that prince, it was 
greatly beautified and embellished, by Melek Mfiezz-ud-dein Hfis- 
seyne.'l’ In the time of Shah Rokb it was also completely repaired, 
by his minister Jullaul ud-dein Feyrouz Shah. But, latterly, during 
the reign of Abfilghauzy Sfiltan Hfisseyne, the main arch of the sanc- 
tuary of this noble structure having given way, and the principal 
dome exhibiting, in consequence, on every side, the most alarming 
appearances, while the walls and columns [peilpayah, or elephant 
feet] were in general tottering to their fall ; and other symptoms of 
dilapidation were daily accumulating upon the sacred floors, from 
the perpetual disruption of bricks from the rcjof, the minister Ally 
Sheir, determined on giving it at once a thorough and substantial re- 
pair ; and for that purpose he solicited the permission of his sovereign. 
This, there can be little doubt, was readily granted^ and he accordingly 

7 Whodied ia the77Ut of the hidjerab. 


* He died in the SWtb of the hUticrah. 
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commenceil the undertaking in the sacred month of Ramzaun, of the 
nine hundred and third of the hidjerah.* 

And first of ail* the builders proceeded by his orders to lay open, 
or take down, the great dome, and back, or principal arch, of the Mek> 
sourah, or place set apart for the sanctuary, which already presented 
the most alarming fracture; after which, with the advice of the most 
skilful and experienced architects, he directed the whole to be re*con- 
8tructed,on such principles of strength and durability, as nothing could 
surpass. On two sides of the sanctuary he added, moreover, two 
lofty galleries, and for that purpose, the great arch was finished with 
more than ordinary solidity. In the mean time» Ally Sheir generally 
attended in person, day after day, giving instructions to the workmen, 
frequently with his robe tucked up, and trowel in hand ; at other 
times, when he saw the opportunity seasonable, encouraging them to 
exert themselves by presents of rich apparel, and other liberal dona- 
tions. In short, such was the dispatch employed in carrying on the 
work under these encouragements, that what, on ordinary occasions 
would have required the period of three or four years to complete, was 
now accomplished in the short space of six months, notwithstanding 
the additional galleries, and that they were all from six to seven cubits 
higher than before: and it is something singular, that the number 904 
being the year of the hidjerah in which these repairs were completed, 
should be contained in the letters which compose the sentence, 3/rr- 
emmet herd — he repaired. 

Having thus substantially restored the shell of the fabric. Ally 
Sheir next devoted his attention to the decoration of the interior ; in 
which the united arts of painting, sculpture, and mosaic, were so 
skilfully and successfully employed, and with such inimitable beauty 
and elegance of design, that in twelvemonths more, that was render- 
ed complete, which under auspices less favorable, could scarcely have 
been produced in a period short of five years. All this was particularly 
exemplified in the finishing of the arches, and slender balustrades, or 
railing of the galleries;'|' which were exquisitely painted and ii^aid, 

• May 1498. 

t These were probably, inWniled for the women, am) were most likely fronted with a 
screen of highly finibhed lattice work, elaborately netted and inlaid, to conceal tlici)S 
from the view of the men. 


A. H. 876 878. 
A. D.14 BU-1500 . 
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A. R. B75-M5 bot'h in the Chinese and Mahommedan taste, and with a perfectieo 

A V. 1470-1500. surpassed any of the perft^rmances ever exhibited on struo- 

Kbolaiuset ul- „ . -i j • • •. - mi • • 

akhbiur. tures of a similar description, on any preceding occasion. 1 he vaulted 

ceiling of the dome exhibited a surface of the most clear and spotless 
white ; and the screen of the galleries, composed of the purest white 
marble, appeared not less admirable for the exquisite delicacy and 
lightness, than for the real stability of the work. Moreover, to re« 
place the ancient Mumbur, or pulpit, now crumbling to pieces and 
unfit for use, it was the minister’s early care to employ his servants 
to procure a block of marble for the purpose, which, after consider- 
iible search, was at last found at Khowauf, and having been purchas- 
ed at a handsome price from the owner, was brought safe to Herat; 
where, by the chissel of Shums-ud dein, a most ingenious sculptor 
of that city, it was finally wrought into a pulpit of such inimitable 
beauty, as, according to our author, not to have been equalled since 
the sun commenced his course in the firmament, and the law of Ma- 
hommed to find votaries upon earth. 

We are lastly informed, that this boasted fabric was surmounted by 
four hundred and eight domes, or cupolas, contained one hundred 
and thirty Rowauk, perhaps windows, or niches, for th<; admission of 
light and air, and was supported by four hundred and forty four Pei 1- 
pay ah, columns, or pillars, so called probably from their resemblance to 
thelegsof the elephant. Its total length, within the walls, was two hun- 
dred and fifty four cubits ;* its breadth, one hundred and fifty cubits. f 
The length of the Suffah, or elevated, or reclining place of the sanc- 
tuary, was sixty five cubits the breadth twenty cubits ;§ and the 
span of the arch, twenty six cubits. || The length cf the north SAffab 
was twenty three cubits;** the breadth fifteen cubits ft The length 
of the Sfiffali on the east side was twenty eight cubits the breadth 
was fifteen cubits §§ The length of the south SAiffah, was twenty 
two cubits,|(|i the breadth thirteen cubits.*** . The longest diameter 
of the dome over the mausoleum of the kings, was twenty four cu- 
bit8,fff the shortest twenty three cubits.^j^ And lastly the length 
* 465 feet 8 inchee, at 2S inches to the ciibh. t 275 feet {118 feet 2 iiH'hes. 

i 36 feet 8 iofcbet, || 47 feet 8 inches. ** 88. feet g inches. ft 27 feet 6 inches. 

U 51 feet 2 inches. 27 feet 6 inches. HU 40 feet 4 inches. *** 23 feet 10 inches, 

ttt 44 feet {It ^ feet 2 inches. 
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ofthe priBcipalr common floor of the mosque, was one hundred and A,H. 87S-905. 
fourteen cubits,* and the breadth eighty four cubii'. | There were, 
moreover, to the fabric, six superb entrances that might, if it were akfabaot. 
not impiety, be compared with the eight gates of the celestial para- 
dise : since nothing to he found through the seven climates of this 
nether earth, according to our autlior, could ever bear a comparison 
withtliem. 


If, in the mean time, from this description, we have been able to 
derive any precise idea of the outline, the structure must have been 
of an oblong quadrangular shape, in length exceeding its breadth, in 
the proportion of about four fifths, standing, probably, north-west and 
south-east; so that, looking towards the sanctuary, the people would 
have their faces directed towards Mekkah. But as the author has 


altogether omitted to give the height, any conception we can form, 
of its appearance must, after all, be very indeterminate, and imperfect. 

We shall finally observe, that the whole was completed by Wed- 
nesday the fourteenth of Shabaun, of the nine hundred and fifth of 
the hidjerah;:}; on which day, a noble entertainment was provided, at 
the expence of Ally Sheir, for the Imaum, or chief priest, the Kha- 
teib, or principal orator, the monitor, the reciters of the Korlin, the 
treasurer, and others attached to the religious establishment of the 
Mosque, together with the master builders, and other principal artists 
employed on the work, the illustrious minister presiding in person at 
the repast; at the close of which, he presented to one hundred of the 
most distinguished individuals respectively, a robe ofthe richest fur, 
and other articles of dress, of the most admired and valuable materials. 


But, as a further particular description of the various edifices devo- 
ted to the several purposes of public worship, charity, and instruc- 
tion, within the city of Her&t, would engage us in a very tedious, 
and perhaps irksome digression, we shall confine ourselves with the 
author, to the simple enumeration of such as were probably most 
worthy of notice, taking our departure from the great mosque above 
described. . 


9 The college of the Sdltan. 3 The Gheyautbiah college, erec- 
ted by Melek Gbeyautb-ud-dein Guerret. 4 The Khaunekab jedeid, 


* son iiwt. t IM feel. J Uth of March. A. D. 1600. 
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A. H. a7igo5. or new cararanserfti, erected by Mfiezz-nd'deia Guerret. 5. The 

traditions, and hospital for the sick, erected by the prin- 
aUtwur. cess Melket Aga, and eminently supported by the encouragemeiit 
and liberality of Ameir Ally Sbeir. 6. The college of Khoujali Me* 
lek the goldsmith. 7. The college of Nour Anwarullah. S. The 
college of Kemmaul- ud*dein Hdsseyne. 9. The mosque orer the 
tomb of Khoujah Mahommed Merghezi. 10. The Peishberrah col- 
lege, founded by Moulana Jullaul Kfteiny. 1 1 . The college of Khou* 
jab Ismkeil Hessaury. 18. The college of Khoujah Afrein. IS. The 
college of Ameir Mahmfid. 1 4. The GAmbez, Mozzaur, or mausoleum 
of Khoujah Mejeid>ud>dein Taulebab. 16. The college of the quar> 
ter of the infants. 16. The mosque of Abdullah Aumar, rebuilt by 
Mirza Alla*ud«donlab. 17. The mausoleum of Beibi Setty, erected 
by Nizam-ud-dein Ahmed, the son of the minister Feyrouz Shah. 
18. The Daur*us*seyaudah, or hotel of the Seyuds, one of those er« 
ected by Abbighauzy Sbltan Hbsseyne. Here food was daily dis- 
tributed to the distressed and indigent of all classes of the people, 
and a public lecturer supported for their general instruction, on a 
liberal endowment from the sovereign. 19. The green college of Fey* 
rouzabad. 80. The Gbmbez serr>e>mezaur, or mausoleum of Khau* 
jah Turauzbdaur. SI. The mosque at the barrier of the Bazaur of 
Irkk, founded by Shah Melek — in ruins. 89. The Nizaumiah| college, 
rebuilt and re-endowed by Ally Sbeir, with two learned professors, 
or lecturers, supported for public instruction. 93. The college of 
Fesseiab, founded by Fesseiab-ud'dein Mahommed ul Nizaiimmy. 
84. The college of Jullaul>ud*dein Kaussem Ferenkboudy. 83. The 
Gbmbez mosque. 96. The mosque of the chandler’s quarter. 87. The 
Gbmbez serr-e-mezaur, or mausoleum of Khaiijah Rokhbund. 98. 
The Khaunekah, or hotel, of the Peir of Herkt. 99> The mosque of 
Teksettoun, or of one column. 80. The Khaunekah of Melek Hus* 
seyne Guerret. 31 . The mosque in the city garden. 99. The college 
and Khaunekah of Mirza Shah Rokb, both founded by the reepeot* 
able monarch of that name in the early part of bis government, and 
endowed with very productive Uacts of land, and other abundant 
sources of support. The establishment provided also for a regular 
supply ol food, every morning, to the poor and the stranger, whether 
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00 their arrival or departure; and four learned men were employed, on 
liberal aalariea, aa prot'eaaors or lecturers, to give instruction to the 
students in tbe college. 9d. The college of the Phllbund, or aqne” 
duct. 34. The library of Sultan Ahmed Mirza ; tbe only establisho 
ment of this description that appears among the whole. 

Having proceeded thus far in his enumeration, the author, dis- 
couraged perhaps at the almost endless succession to be found within 
the city, of buildings and establishments, devoted to tbe service of 
religion, charity, and public instruction, acknowledges himself une- 
qual to tbe task of continuing his detail on that head any further; 
but claims the attention of the reader while he endeavours to furnish 
some account of similar structures, erected without the town and in 
the vicinity; 

1. Tbe mosque and Khaunekah of Sheikh Tchawesh, in the little 
market called by that name, and repaired during the reign of Abul- 
ghauzy. 3. The college of Subbuz Berauman. S. The mosque of 
Ameir Feyrouz Shah, rebuilt by Ameir Ally Sheir. 4. The hospital 
of Siiltan Abiilghauzy. 5. The lungur, or resting place of Sheikh 
Yaheya, rebuilt by Ally Sheir. 6. The hospital of the departed Shah 
Rokh. 7< The mausoleum of the Seyuds, erected by one of the Ameirs 
of the court of Abdlghauzy. 8. The college of the princess Melket 
Aga. 9« The mausoleum of Khoujah Tchehelguzzy, re-edified by 
Ameir Ally Sheir, with the addition of a lecturer's chair for public 
instruction, then respectably filled by a learned professor. 10. The 
mosque of the four roads, Tchahaursfiy, named after Mirza Allk-ud- 
doulah, but founded by Ally Sheir. II. Tbe mosque and Khaune- 
kab, or Khounek, of Ameir Feyrouz Shah, erected at the same time, 
or rather contiguous to each other; and although the Khaunekah, or 
caravanserki, might have been defective in decoration, the college 
attached was finished with considerable elegance, and two learned 
doctors were then delivering instructions to the students, on salaries 
derived from the foundation. 13. The royal college of the princess 
Gouherahaud Begum, often mentioned in the preceding pages. It 
was equally admired-for its extent and elegance, and the neatness and 
convenience of ita accommodations ; and it long continued to be tbe 
resort of multitudes of the people, more particularly on fridays. 13* 


A. H. 875-005. 

A. n. 1460 1500. 

KlioiausMt-ul- 

akhbsur. 
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A. H.fJf6-805. The mosque of the same princess, which was possessed of su 

A, D . iseo-i&oo . ndfgction in point of design, and elegance of decoration and work- 
^ toaoship, but in loftiness, sice, and solidity, surpassed most of the 

mosques of this metropolis. There were here moreover, four lectur- 
ers of distinguished eminence, employed in giving instruction, on 
salaries established by the benevolent foundress. 14 The mosque 
at the bead of the bridge of Enjeil, erected by the distinguished min- 
ister Ally Sheir, not to be equalled in elegance of structure, or beauty 
of decoration. 15 Among the noblest buildings, however, in the 
vicinity of Heiit, are not to be omitted the college and Khaunekali, 
erected near the same spot, the bridge of Enjeil, by the architects of 
the royal household of Abdlghauzy; than which, according to our 
author, it would be impossible for human skill to produce any thing 
more beautiful in design, or elaborate in ezeeution. From the vai- 
nished gilding on the walls the dawn of the morning derived its 
Uushes, and the reflection of the lapis lazuli in-layiiig lent its azure 
tints to the vault of heaven. On the western wing of the suit (■ col- 
lege, if we comprehend our author aright, the royal Abdlghauzy, 
amidst the glare of earthly grandeur not unmindful of the common 
lot of humanity, caused a splendid mausoleum to be erected for his 
own sepulture ; the dome, and the walls, and other parts of which, 
exhibited in the utmost perfection, all that gold, and azure, and mar- 
ble, could be made to display, by tbe mostconsummate skill in sculp- 
ture, painting, and architectufe.* Theautbor adds that at the period 
at which be wrote, there were in the college and Khaunekah, toge- 
ther, no less than twenty professors, or lecturers, eminent for their 
learning and talents, supported for public instruction, on liberal en- 
dowments set apart for them, by -the reigniug Sililtan Abfilgbauzy; 
that tbe individuals.attached to the service of the fCbaunekah, regu- 
larly attended to make a distributioo of food every inornMg through- 
out tbe year 4 and Ahat it was in this noble and charitable structure that 
Moulana Kemmaul-ud-deiD Hhsseyne Waezz,« celebrated and well 
known preacher of the time, delivered bis admoattiooa sMioe every 
* ThoM vbo nay havehad as apportonity of vuiting the Tauje-aiefasl, it -the aeigbbor- 
hood of Agra, even in itadilapMated state, can alone fona aa adequate judgmeat of tbe 
.exquisite beauty 8omctiai«.s displayed in these stmcUiBes. 
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week, followed in his exhortations by the Sheikh, or presiding elder, A. H. wj& 9 o&. 

of the foundation. l6. Another of the structures without the city t5<i 

. , ^ 1 1 • • /• I Kholaussel-ul- 

indicated for the admiration of the stranger^ was the great mosque akhbaur. 

erected by Aliy Sheir, opposite to bis ownpalace in the suburbs,- of 
which the Siiffah, or platform, of the sanctuary, is described in parti- 
cular, if it is not, indeed, a metaphorical excursion of the author’s, to 
have been inlaid with gold and lapis lazuli; and it was distinguished, 
moreover, on the right and left, by two very lofty and highly decor- 
ated minarets, overlaid with porcelain of Kashaun, and elevating their 
>lende' cinnacles to the skies. At the north end was also a lodge, or 

•Z‘ ’ 

do -r, • 'be extempore reciters of the Korkn, the walls and ceilings 

of which were bea’uifully overlaid with gold and azure; and at the 
oppos'te fxtieuj’ty was a noble hospital for the sick, with a spacious 
■ :s. vu'r Qt water in the centre, medical attendance always at hand, 

(1 > r> aU'.iiu’ M. supply of medicines of every kind for the relief of 
V ■(. Adjoining, or at no great distance from the hospital, 

v'>. •• ’<) . !i ge and Khaunekah, called the Kholaussiah, and Ekh- 

r< '!>«-ct'velv. also erected by the beneficent and noble minded 
A in , ' .ii'if - ' Milled with the same admirable ingenuity in design, 
an I k, ''■■'Mjtion, displayed in all bis other undertakings; and 
what mu .f ‘ cc dered an abode here peculiarly pleasing and desi- 
rable, were .rpid streams of running water which were kept 

eonsianiiy flowii.g tf- rough the precincts. At this Khaunekah, there 
was also a daih disti.oution of food to the poor; and every year, not 
far short of two thousand vests, or tunics, of leather, or fur, and other 
materials, together with turba* s, drawers, and sandals, were given for 
their use, at the expence of the same illustrious minister. Finally, 
there were seven lecturers, of distinguished learning, constantly em- 
ployed either in the college, or Khounekah, in delivering instructions, 
particularly on subjects of religion and Theology ; the advantages 
derived from which may be sufficiently estimated from the circum- 
stance, that during the short period which had elapsed since the 
foundation, many thousands who had repaired thither from different 
parts of the world fur the purposes of study, were already enabled to 
return to their respective countries, eminently qualified in every 
branch of knowledge; and many individuals, natives of the city, who 
VOL. IJl. 4 o 



650 


A. H. 875-90$. received tbeir education here, afterwards filled the professional chairs 

A. pMTOJsoo, college, with the highest reputation for learning and talents. 

Kholausset ul- , . , i - , . . 

akbbaur. 17- Next claimed the attention of the stranger, the college of Badeia, 

erected by the heir apparent to the throne of Khorassaun, Abfil Fut- 
tab SAltan Badeia-uz-zemaun, scarcely inferior to any other similar 
structure, either in magnitude, or beauty of architecture. At the 
period at which the author wrote this part of his history, the lectu< 
rer*s, or professor’s chair of this college, was filled by Suddur>ud-dein 
Youness, whose instructions were uniformly attended by a crowded 
resort of students. 18. The Hezeirah, or close, or perhaps cloister, 
of the princess Beiby Mohebb, remarkable for its beautiful decora* 
tions in porcelain ofKasbaun; and here also was an eminent lecturer, 
numerously attended from all parts of the city. 19. The Hezeirah 
of Ameir Sdltan Ahmed Tchougantchei, [the horse*goff player], op* 
posite to the edifice last mentioned, and by no means deficient in 
beauty and elegance of decoration. 90. The mausoleum of Imaum 
Fakher*ud-dein Rauzy, a spacious and elegant structure much resor- 
ted to, on account of its healthy and beautiful situation. 91. The 
collegeofthefour minarets, founded by the princess Khaunum Begum, 
and distinguished for its variegated and multiplied embellishments; 
as well aS for the lectures there delivered at this period, by Aloulana 
Gheyauth-ud-dein Mahommed, an eminent physician of Herfit, who 
enjoyed a liberal salary, from the funds provided for its support. 99. 
The Hezeirah* of the princess Feyrouzah Sultan Begum, delightfully 
situated in the Kheyabaun quarter, or quarter of the tent-makers, 
and, in beauty and extent, far surpassing any similar structure in that 
part of the suburbs. Kbaujah Parsk, and theSeyud Ameir Abdul- 
IQtteif, known by the appellation of Ameir Kouftgueir, or Kouftigueir, 
the patient, here discharged the function of lecturers, with liberal 
salaries on the foundation; and here also, a distribution of food to the 
poor todk place every morning throughout the year. 93. The col- 
lege of Ameir Ferman Sheikh was not deficient in conveniences, and 
supported one lecturer for public instruction. 94. The college of 
Ameir Tcbekmauk of Damascus, on the other hand, possessed an 
* 1 have been able to determine nhether tliis was not a convent, or perhaps alms* 
bouse ; at all events^ it appears to have been an inclosure for charitable purposes. 
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ample share of beauty and decoration, Snd also supported one eminent A. H. 875 905. 
lecturer for instruction. 95. The Khaunekah, and Jumm&yet-khau- ' 

nah, or convent, at the mausoleum, or over the grave,of Shums*ud-dein akbbaui. 
Mahomroed Uttebaudgauny, erected by Ally Sheir, and, like others of 
a similar description, remarkable for neatness and convenience. 96. 

The college of Sultan Aga, abounding in every convenience, with one 
public lecturer. S7« The green Khaunekah, or perhaps the Khaun- 
ekah, or Karavanserai, at the head of the tent-makers quarter, erected 
by Melek HAsseyne, of thedinasty of Guerret. S8. The Khaunekah 
of Sultan Khowautun, hard by the last mentioned. 29. The college 
and Khaunekah of Ameir All&-ud>dein Alleikah Koukeltaush, noti- 
ced as a structure of great extent and solidity, with two lecturers 
supported on liberal salaries. 30. The mosque of Beibytchah Mun- 
edjemah, much frequented on fridays. 31. The Fennayah, one of 
the structures erected by Ally Sheir, but of which the object is un- 
explained. 3S. The mausoleum of Mukhdoum the divine, [Hukk&*^ 
eik punnah], a celebrated Peir of Herkt, also erected under the pa- 
tronage of the munificent Ally Sheir; and a pleasing retreat on account 
of the very delightful shrubberies, and flower gardens, with which it 
was surrounded. 33. The mausoleum of Sheikh Zeyne-ud-dein ul 
Khowaufl, erected by Khoujah Gheyauth-ud-dein Peir Ahmed of 
Khowauf. 34. The A 3 ’waun, arch, portico, or perhaps peristyle, of 
the Eidgih, or place of festival at Herat, was among the memorials 
of his power left by the late Sdltan Abfl Sleid. 35. The Hezeirah 
of Sheikh Behk-ud-dein Omar, a highly venerated spot, distinguished 
by a lofty superstructure. 36. The building on the Tcheshmah mau- 
hian, or fish spring; one of those erected by Ally Sheir. 37. Tok- 
kouz-rebbaut, a Karavanserai, or hotel, for the reception of travellers, 
also erected by the munificence of Ally Sheir, and remarkable for 
the extent and neatness of its accommodations. 38. The rebbaut, 
quadrangle, or Karavanserai, at the head of the Kheyabaun, or quar- 
ter of the tent-makers, another monument of the benevolence, and 
public spirit, of Ally Sheir. 39. The Hezeirah of Shltan Ahmed 
Mirza, no less admired for the salubriousness of its situation, than 
for its lofty and spacious buildings. The lecturer’s chair of this en- 
dowment was filled, at the period under consideration, by Moulana 



652 


A. H. 875 905. Shutns-ud-dein Mabommed, son of Seyf- ud«deio. 40. The Kliaune* 
A.P 1W-1500. tjje niBUSoIeum of Kbaujab Abdullah Ansaur; a structure 

^^^'etibbaur!"* equally venerated for the sanctity of the spot, and admired for its 
elegance, as well as for the beauty and salubriousness of the situation. 
Here was ample provision of food always ready for distribution, not 
only to the poor, but to those of all classes that might be disposed to 
partake, furnished entirely at the expence of the funds of this very 
noble and hospitable establishment. In the nine hundred and fourth 
of the hidjerah, the minister Ally Sheir himself, did not disdain to 
accept the office of sweeper round the tomb of the friend of his pro- 
phet; on which occasion he nominated the learned Moulana Sbums- 
ud-dein Mahommed the Berdaite, from the Ekhlaussiah college, where 
he had borne away the prize of pre-eminence from all his fellow stu- 
dents, to fill the chair of lecturer, and he appointed, moreover, several 
reciters of the Korhn, selected for the melodiousness of their voices, 
to be continually employed in chanting the sections of the sacred 
volume, under the cloisters of this venerated structure, together with 
a Khateib, or orator, and Mfiezzin to give the call to prayer, neither 
of which had hitherto been provided for by the institution : and of all 
these latter, the expence was defrayed from his own private fortune. 
41. Nhummutabad, the abode of abundance, an endowment erected 
by Sfiltan Abfilghauzy, of which the object is not explained, any fur- 
ther than (hat it fully corresponded with its appellation. 43. The 
mausoleum of that eminent Sheikh, Khaujab Ally Mouffek, a highly 
venerated structure. 43. The college of Ameir Gheyauth Bukhshy, 
erected during the reign of Abfilghauzy. 44. The college of Seyud 
Gheyauth-ud'dein Mahommed ul Hdsseyne was not deficient in 
beauty, and it was, at the period under consideration, supported and 
kept in repair by the sons, of the founder. 45. The mosque near the 
PfiU-c-kard, or bridge of the dirk, erected by Ally Sheir. 46. The 
Gftrobez. or dome, of Ameir Mabommed Sfiltan Shah, not by any means 
defective in point of decoration, or ornamental architecture, 47 . The 
mosque by the bridge of Dilferauz, or perhaps Dilkurraur, another of 
the structures for which the metropolis was indebted to the munifi- 
cence of Ally Sheir, 48 . The rebbaut, quadrangle, or Karavanserfti, 
at the head of the Koutchah allaumut, 6r street of the standard, per- 
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haps of the miracle, also erected by Ally Sheir. 49. The Khaunekah 
of the Zeiauretgab, or place of visitation, erected by the same benefit 
cent minister. .50. The mosque of the Zeiauretgab, among those 
founded by Abfllghauzy. 51. The mausoleum, or monument, over 
the grave of Ameir Abdulwauhed the son of Mosslem, erected by A^ly 
Sheir. 59. The mosque of Khaujah Afzel-ud-dein, distinguished for 
its neatness, and elegance of decoration. 53. The college of Khaujah 
Pkbouss, a lofty and spacious structure. .54. The college of Moulana 
Lhtfullah Suddur, a very pleasing structure. 55. The mausoleum 
of the solitary Peir Khaujah Abdiwulleid Ahmed, also included 
among the numerous edifices erected by the munificent Ally Sheir. 
It was a place of great resort on Wednesdays; the resident Sheikh, or 
elder, and those attached to the service of the sepulchre, attending, with 
charitable assiduity, to the entertainment of all who presented them- 
selves, whether on arrival or departure. Contiguous to this edifice, 
an extensive Jummayut khaunah, or convent, was built by Khaujah 
Nizam-ul-mAlk the Khowaufite, a person brought up under the pro- 
tection of Ally Sheir, but for some circumstance of disloyalty or mis- 
conduct, punished with the displeasure of Shltan Abhlghauzy ; and 
lastly, a very spacious and convenient rebbaut, for the accommodation 
of travellers, was erected in the same vicinity by the servants of Ally 
Sheir, and was usually frequented by a numerous resort of strangers 
from all parts of the East. 

But, as this sketch would be incomplete without devoting our atten- 
tion to some of the numerous gardens which embellished the vicinity, 
and administered to the delight of the inhabitants, of this celebrated 
metropolis, the author proceeds to relate, that although, on obtaining 
possession, he found the place abb ndantly accommodated in this res- 
pect, Abfilghauzy Sfiltan Htlsseyne very early evinced his determina- 
tion to add, most extensively, to the sources of rural recreation already 
enjoyed by his people. For the noblestof his gardens he selected, how. 
ever, a situation to the north-east of the town, equally happy for its 
pure air, and the delicious salubrity of the water in the neighborhood ; 
and here, on this chosen spot, for a period of nearly twenty years, he 
employed the most skilful architects, and the most ingenious mecbauics, 
in every branch of decoration, in producing a complete assemblage 
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A. H.975-805. of all that was admirable in the invention, and beautiful in the exe« 
A. p . ji 4to.i500 . from the very dawn of his power to the moment at which 

KliulausM‘t-ul< , . .. /.i-i- 

akhliaur. the author was composing this part of his relation, a period of not less 

than two and thirty years, no expence, nor exertion of ski 11, was omit- 
ted to render it, what, it is alleged without a question, it became, un- 
paralleled for beauty on the surface of this globe. It would, at the 
same time, have been more satisfactory, if the author had enabled us 
to form some distinct conception of the component parts of this ter- 
restrial paradise; although some faint idea of the picture may yet be 
derived from his statement, that, like the flower-enamelled retreats of 
t?lysium, its heart expanding area exhibited one entire carpet of roses, 
and of every description of flower and fragrant shrub; that the soul 
refreshing air which breathed through every avenue, like the zephyr 
breeze of the loveliest month of spring, possessed the influence of as- 
suaging the sorrows of the most afflicted ; that the azure realms of 
ether faded in the comparison with the charming tints of its ever 
verdant pastures ; and that the fountain of the water of life itself pro- 
duced nothing to be compared with the lovely translucent streams 
which either shot in brilliant showers to the sky, or wandered in 
velvet bordered rills through every part of this inchan ting scene. To 
crown the whole, it was adorned in every direction by so many superb 
and lofty pavilions, magnificent porticos, or corridores, airy and ele- 
gant balconies, and other varieties of ornamental architecture of equal 
taste and beauty, that the powers of description must necessarily 
fail in the recital: and, that the name might in some measure corres- 
pond with the reality, it was called the Baugh-e-jahaunarai — the gar- 
den which is the ornament — the jewel of this nether world. 

But, although this was the principal, it was not the only instance in 
which the taste of the royal Abflighauzy was exerted in this way for 
the embellishment of hix capital. The author enumerates four more 
gardens, of which, however remarkable for the magnificent pavilions, 
and other beautiful structures contained in them, similar to those 
already mentioned, he very prudently confesses, that this abridgement 
aflbrds but little room for the description- Yet he would have been 
unjust to the memory of his munificent patron, the illustrious Ally 
Sheir, had he omitted to record that be followed closely in the steps 
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of his sovereign, whose example he imitated in this taste for elegant 
decoration. So far back as the commencement of his master's reign, 
part of his attention had been engaged in forming and embellishing 
what was called the Baugb-e-mergheny, a 'garden which, for thirty 
years afterwards, continued to flourish in the highest perfection, under 
his fostering care, equally admired for the rarity and beautiful vari- 
ety of its trees, plants, and flowers, and for the elegance of the pavi- 
lions, and other fairy structures, which met the eye of the spectator in 
every direction. Several others are mentioned of equal beauty, 
although of smaller compass, and among those the Baughtcheh Kau- 
zergah, or little garden of the bleaching grounds ; which, for the 
salubrity of the air and purity of its waters, surpassed every thing 
of the kind, in Khorassaun, and perhaps in the whole world; it being 
situated on tiie unenclosed heath of the Kauzergah, and the stream 
of the Jiii Sultauny, or royal canal, passing through the middle of 
the gardens, previous to its being diverted through any other inclo- 
snre. Neither were the other nobles of the court of Abulghauzy, 
less forward in this respect, in emulating the example of their sover- 
eign, as the numeious villas, and other elegant retreats raised under 
their directions, would abundantly attest ; although the fear of prov- 
ing tedious deters us from mentioning them in detail. The author, 
therefore, closes this article with the enumeration of a few of those 
places of a similar description, which were to be found i.i the neigh- 
borhood of Herat, prior to the accession of AbAlghauzy. 

1. The Baugh>e-nuzzergah, or prospect garden. 2. TheBaugh-e- 
mokhtaur, or garden of selection. 3. The Baugh-e-kerenfil, or gar- 
den of juliflowers. 4. The Baugh-e-kheyabaun, in the quarter so 
called, the woik of Mirza Alla-ud-doulah. 6 . The Baugh-e-zaughan, 
or zoghun, or raven gardens, so often mentioned in these pages, and 
the favorite residence of that respectable monarch Shah Rokh. At 
the period under consideration also, on any occasion of public festi- 
vity, it was the place chosen for his presence by Abulghauzy; and for 
that purpose usually covered with temporary colonnades and pavili- 
ons. b. The Baugh-e-nou, or new garden, belonging to the prince 
royal SAltan Badeia-uz-zemaun Mirza. 7* Baugh-e-zobaidab, the 
garden of Zobaidab, among the memorials of his taste left by Mirza 
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A. H.87&-B05. Mahommed Jouky the son of Shah Rokh. In tliis there stood « 

A, D. UTO^^, jgpg jQ at one time, in point of variegated and elaborate 

kbolauswtul- , n 

ikLhbaur. decoration, there were in Khorassaun but few parallels, but, even 

at the period at which our author wrote, it was in a state of dilapida* 

tion. 8. The Aukserki, or garden of the white.palace, ascribed to the 

late Sultan Abd Skeid. 9> The Baugh-e-sefTeid, or white garden, than 

which, according to our author, there existed not under the azure 

vault of heaven, a sweeter, or more lovely spot. This was one 

among the many embellishments indebted for their creation, to the 

magnificent taste of the departed Khaugan, the illustrious Shah Rokh; 

and for many 3 'ears the successive residence of the Mirzas Baysungur, 

Allu'ud'doulah, and Sultan Abu Skeid.* 

* At lije lieaci of tli« mt'n of genius and letters, hIjo flourished in tlieeourt of Abuljs;iiaii- 
7 V .Sfiltan [ffisseYne, was Nur ud>Jeiii ALdurraihmati ui Jaumy^ the aiilhor of the \ ussuf 
Zuleikha, ShoMauhed hii-Nebbowiit, NofTahaut ul mis and matiy other admired produc- 
tions. He was patronized by the munihe^^nt Ally Sheir; died on the Hth of M»>hiirrem, 
of tlieei^ht hundred and ninety cij;hlh of the hidjerah; [7lh of November, 1 U)?], and was 
buried close by 4he tomb of Moulana Stud ud*deiii of Kasbshar, at Neither can 

we omit to insert in substance, as fur as can be included within the limits of a note, the 
author’s cursory sketch of the life of his father, Mtir or Ameirkhoni; tiie laborious com- 
piler of the Rouzut-us-suflu, so largely drawn upm in framing the superstructure of these 
pages. Ofliimi then, he states that having devoted the early part of life, to acquire all that 
was to be attained in the sciences of the East, in which he soon outstripped the whole ofhis 
contemporaries, he applied himself with equal diligence and success to the study of histo- 
ry, and of the records of past events. Through the seductions of a convivial disposition, 
however, and too unrestrained an intercourse with the votaries of pleasure, it never oc- 
curred to him to engage either in the labours of compositiou, or in any settled charge of 
public instruction; until, by the goodness of providence and the influence of bis better 
destiny, he found means to be introduced tu the eicellent Ally Sheir, from whom he im- 
mediately experienced every mark of kindness and encouragement. Not Ions siibseqiicikt 
to this introduction, a set of apartments in the Khaunekab Kbolauasiah, an establishment 
to which we have recently rcrerjre<l, and in which be had occasionally taken up his abode 
ill person, was assigned, by the same munificent minister, to bis learned and ingenious friend. 
Ami here it was that he proceeded to compose his elaborate work of the Kouzut-us sulT^. 
By dint of application and unwearied diligence, he was enabled, in a short time, to bring 
the six volumes of his unequalled performance to a couclusiou; the seventh remaiuing incom- 
plete through failure of materials, or, what is more likely, the delicacy of engaging in a 
narrative of the passing events of the reign of Abilghauzy; but ibis omission bis son Kbon- 
dciiieir, in recording the circumstance, pledged himself, at a future period to supply, pro- 
vided heaveu tvere piopitious to his hopes, and the requisite materials attainable, lu the mean 
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lime, during the prosecution of his labours, and long afterwards. Ammrkbond continued fo 
experience from the bounty of Ally Sheir. the most liberal encouragement, and the most 
friendly support; and when the tedious uniformity of a laborious task had at length produced 
considerable abatement in the ardour of composition, that excellent minister did not disdain 
to employ the stimulus of facetious discourse, and even of raillery, to excite and animate 
his exertions. Evincing, however, towards the decline of life, a disposition to retire from 
Che world. Ameirkhond withdrew to a secluded spot in the Kauzerglh. or bleaching 
grounds ; where, for the space of a twelve-month, he devoted himself entirely to a pious 
preparation for the endless felicity, the. imperishable rewards, of a future state In these 
circumstances being attacked by a painful disorder in the loins, he was compelled, during 
the month of Ramzauu, of the 9C12d of the htdjerah. [May 1497]. to leturn to the city ; 
there, his complaint growing daily worse, after a lingering illness, he finally expired on 
ihc fid of Zilkandah. of the year 903. correspondii^ with the filstof June. A. D« 1496. 
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AbAI Fazzel- 
Mmali. 


CHAP. XII. 

I N order to preserve the chain of historical evidence tinbrokeo, ft 
may be expedient to recur to the period at which Meiran Shah, in 
’the eight hundred and tenth of the hidjerah, perished by the hands of 
the Tiirkomans, in the neighborhood of Tebretz. He had eight sons; 
of whom the sixth, in order of birth, was SAltan Mahoramed Mirza, 
who is stated to have resided in general at Samarkand, with his brother 
Sultan Khaleil, until the latter, as we have already seen, was compelled 
to withdraw into Irkk Ajem. And, when Olftgh Beg became invested 
with the government of Samarkand, the same Sultan Mahommed was 
recommended to his ptotection in the most favorable terms, by the 
illustrious Shah Rokh; who spoke of him as a person for whose talents 
and virtues he bore, from experience, the highest respect. He was, 
accordingly, on all occasions, treated by Oltigh Beg with particular 
and distinguished esteem. Shltan Mahommed Mirza had two sons — 
AbA Saeid Miiza, of whom we have already spoken at considerable 
length, and Menfitcheher Mirza. The former of these, on his death 
bed, he recommended to Oldgb Beg, in the strongest terms of paternal 
affection; in consequence of which, the young SAItan enjoyed under 
the protection of that prince, every species of favor, encouragement, 
and indulgence, ffnally eticceeding to some of the highest dignities 
under 'the authority of bis protector. Of the manner in which, in 
vindication of his own claims to the sovereign power, he conceived 
himself justified in attacking the government of that prince, we have 
also spoken ta aformer chapter. It is here only necessary to remark, 
that when one of kts courtiers, on some oecasioa or other, expreased 
to Oldgh Beg his admiration at the singular seal, which bis youog 
kinsman seemed to exert in his service, he replied that it was not so 
much to serve him, as to acquire, by actual experience, the principles 
of political science, and the art of tfar, that the Sfiltan evinced such 
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unwearied assiduity and application; and the event sufficiently proved, A. H. 8io-87S. 
that OlAgh Beg was governed in his opinion by an attentive and judi- 
cious observation of facts. 

Sbltan Abb S&eid Mirza, was born in the eight hundred and thir- 
tieth of the bidjerab ;* attained to the sovereign power at the age of 
five and twenty ; and perished, as we have seen, about the twenty 
fifth of Rudjub, of the eight hundred and seventy third of the hidje- 
rah,f at the instance of Yadgaur Mirza, the sou of Siittau Mahommed 
Mirza, the son of Baysungur Mirza, son of Shah Rokh, in the camp 
of Ozbn Hussun, and under the pretext of retaliation for the murder 
of Gouhershaud Aga, the widow ofShah Rokb. He had reigned, with 
great glory and success, for a period of eighteen years; and the precise 
ere ot his death is contained in the Persian characters of the sentence, 

Mukuttel«e>S(iltan Abb Saeid**->-tbe plaoe of slaughter of Sbltan 
Abu Sieid. 

Omar Sheikh Mirza is here represented as the fourth son of Sultan 
Abu Sboid; being, according to our author, posterior in birth to the 
Sultans Ahmed Mirza, Mahommed Mirza, and Mahmbd Mirsa, and 
prior to the Sultans Mbraud Mirza, Walid Mirza, OIbgh Beg Mirza, 

Aba Bukker Muza, Khaleil Mirza, and Shah Rokh Mirza. He was 
boro at Samarkand, some time in the eight hundred and sixtieth of 
the hidjerah;:]; and being originally destined, by his noble father, for 
the government of Kabul, a certain Baba Kkbuiy was nominated his 
preceptor; but for some reason unexplained, this destination was sud- 
denly changed, and the young prince appointed to preside over the 
provinces of Endejaun and Ouzkhund, with Teymbrtaush Beg, for 
his Ataleigh, governor, or preceptor. In consigning this important 
; frontier government to him, whom he already considered as the most 
discreet and promising of his children, Abb S&eid is alleged to have 
acted on the precedent furnished by the immortal Teymbr himself, 
who entrusted tlie same government to his son Omar Sheikh, in con- 
sideration of his consummate prudence, and long tried experience; for 
that renowned concjueror is said to -have repeatedly declared, that he 
had subdued the world by the sword of Omar Sheikh, because, while • 

* ConuBCOdng.tiM 1st of November, A. D. 1490.. t 7Ui of Febrsaiy, 149ibi 

} Comncocing Uw lOUi December, 14bb» 
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A. H. 800-899. posted at Endejaun, that prince presented an impenetrable barrief 
A. the dominions of his father, and the trackless wilds of Kep- 

’ tcbauk ; the barbarous hordes of which, being deterred by the activity 
and vigilance of the son from making any attempt on his frontier, the 
father was thus enabled to extend his conquests over the richest 
part of the habitable globe. The prince, of whom we are now speak- 
ing, established on his part also such an admirable system of defence, 
that no attempt of foreign force ever succeeded, during bis govern- 
ment, in making the slightest impression upon Ferghaunah ; as was 
sufficiently exemplified in the instance of Youness Khaun, who 
found all his plans against that province equally impracticable and 
unavailable. 

Not less discreet in thought and speech, Omar Sheikh Mirza, the 
subject of our present remark, is described as an enthusiastic admirerof 
poetry; and to have in himself possessed no mean talent for versifica- 
tion, although he could seldom be prevailed upon to give it publicity. 
Much of his time was indeed devoted to the perusal of the poets and 
historians of his country, and a day seldom passed in which some pas- 
sages in the Shahn&mah were not recited in his presence. He was, 
at the same time, of a temper extremely cheerful and convivial, fre- 
quently repeating such of the most beautiful passages, in the works of 
the ancient poets, as were applicable to the business of the moment. 
All bisactions bespoke, in an eminent degree, the noble spirit by which 
he was animated ; and his singular good fortune was sufficiently evinced 
by the unclouded prosperity of his government. In the prudeuce, 
justice, and paternal care, with which he superintended the affairs of 
bis people, we are told, in short, that no period past, or present, ever 
produced his equal. Uniting courage with liberality, and limiting his 
bounty only by his 'resources, he became, in truth, an ornauieiit to 
the throne on which he sat; and of his inviolable regard to the claims 
of justice and humanity, the following circumstance is here related as 
a very distinguished proof. 

A caravan, or convoy of merchants, from KhaUi, having halted at 
thecloseof their day^p journey, among the mountains to the east- ward 
of Endejaun, were .<suddenly overwhelmed by a prodigious fall of 
snow ; and the whole perished, with the exception only of two persons. 
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A report of the catastrophe, together with an account of the immense 
value of the effects thus placed at his disposal by an unforeseen ca> 
lamitVjWas soon conveyed to theprince. Instead, however, of applying 
the whole to his own use, which, through the exigencies of his govern- 
ment, and the immemorial usages of the neighboring despotic states, 
he would have been fully warranted in doing, he immediately gave 
directions, that every article should be carefully brought together, and 
lodged in the care of those who were held responsible for the safe 
custody of all; until such time as those who could justly lay claim to 
the property made their appearance to demand it. All this was car- 
ried into execution with the most scrupulous exactness; so that at 
the expiration of the necessary period, the whole of the effects were 
restored to the legitimate proprietors, without the defalcation of a 
single article. We must, at the same time, observe that this circum- 
stance so honorable to the memory, of either, is ascribed by colonel 
Dow, in his translation of Ferishtah, to the warlike and adventur- 
ous Baber ; but as Ab61 Fazzel must have been pre-eminently inform- 
ed with respect to all that concerned the illustrious family of which 
he was peculiarly the historian, we shall not, 1 trust, be blamed for 
giving to his authority the preference,* 

Having succeeded to his father in the government of Endejaun, or 
Andejaun, which was,at this period, the chief town of Ferghaunah, the 
territories dependent on Taushkend, Sbahrokbiab, and Seiraum, be- 
came, in the courseof subsequent events.superadded to the possessions 
previously subject to the authority of Omar Sheikh ; and he repeat- 
edly led his troops to the gates of Samarkand, in support of those 
claims which had been by him formally announced to Youness 
Khaun, then sovereign of the dominions ofTcbeghaUi, and of all the 

* I cannot in this place forbear to notice, that I have bad fre^ueol occasion to witness 
among the Tuigar Mouoshies, oi teachers, in India# what at first I ironaidered as a most 
unaccountable prejudice against this admirable historian ; but I soon discovered the source. 
AbAl Faszcl was a friend to the oppressed Hind As, and most probably suggested to his 
enlightened sovereign many a plan foi their protection and relief His attachment for bis 
master was, at the same time, of a degree that bordered on adoration ; and he constantly 
^Mre ill hh bosom, either his picture, or a small image of him. Hence, the bigoted Mus- 
sulman has stigmatised both his master and himself# with the odious appellatiou of *BAtt- 
perest*— Idolater. 


A.H. 800 mo. 
Abul Faz^tl, 
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A. H.8M-899. Moghi&l tribes, to whom he was allied bj marrrefe rand, on whiohi 

received from that monarch some considerable accession 
**“• of territory. He was also frequently engaged in diflTerent parts of 
Moghblstaun, probably on the requisition of the same Youness 
Kbaun, since it was during his last expedition,. that he is described 
to have received from that monarch, a grant of the territory ofTaush* 
kend ; which, together with that of. Shabrokhiah, remained in pos« 
session of his family to the 908th of the hidjerah. When, however, 
the throne of Tcheghatki descended to Mahmoud Khaun, the eldest 
son of Youness Khaun, the new sovereign, in concert with Shitan 
Ahmed Mirza, the brother of Omar Sheikh, and, at this period, the 
ruler of Samarkand, proceeded to invade the possessions of that 
prince ; Sdltan Ahmed advancing from the south side of the river of 
Khojend, or Seyhoun frequently so called, and SAItan Mahmoud 
Khaun from the north. Omar Sheikh was at this crisis residing at 
Aukseiket, or Auksy, one of the seven principal towns of Ferghau* 
nah; which he had recently chosen for the metropolis of his govern* 
ment. The place is described as being situated at the head of a 
great bridge, on one of the branches of the river Seyhhn, some of the 
buildings of the town being actually erected on the bridge. It so 
happened, however, that while the prince was one day seated on the 
bridge, amusing himself in looking at a pigeon house belonging to 
one ot those buildings, an alarm was suddenly given by some of his 
attendants, that the bridge had broke down ; and in fact, although, 
he instantly started on his feet, yet before he could get on bis se* 
cond slipper, the bridge bad separated immediately under him, and 
he was in a moment precipitated into the yawning abyss beneath, 
where he perished without the possibility of escape. 

This event is stated to have occurred on Monday, the fourthday of 
Rarozaun, of the eight hundred and ninety-ninth of the hidjerah,* 
when the unhappy pfince was in the ptime of Ivfe, having only just 
attained.to the thirty-ninth year of his age. He had in all three sons, 
and five daughters, in the following order: Zeheir-ud-deio Mahom* 
med Bdber, and younger by two years, Jahaogueir Mirsa i the latter 
by Fautima Sfiltao, .the dapghter of the Moghhl chief. The tbb^ 

• 7tbofJuiMl4t4. ' ' ’ . 
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\eas Nausser Mirza, two years younger than Jahangueir Mirza, by A.H. onn. 
Ghountchahtchei Otnmeyd, a native of End^^jaun. The eldest of 
the five daughters was Khaunz&dah Begum, by the same mother with 
SAItan B^ber, but five years older than that, prince. Hence, at the 
period when Shah Ism&eil Sefffii defeated the Ouzbeks at Merou, this 
princess residing in that city, was by the conqueror, after having 
been treated with the most distinguished respect, conveyed with all 
possible honor, to the court of her brother, then at Koiidez. The 
second daughter was Mehed-Baunu- Begum, by the same mother with 
Nausser Mirza, and eiglit years younger than Bkber. The third 
was Yadgaur Shltan Begum, by Agha Siiltan Ghountchatchei ; and 
the fourth was Rokheiah Sfiltaun Begum, by Mekdumah Siiltaun 
Begum, known also by the name of Feragour Begum. These two 
were born subsequent to the death of Omar Sheikh. The fifth 
daughter was by Olouss Aga, the daughter of Kboujah Hfisseyne ; 
but she died in her infancy. 

It would be, in this place, almost inexcusable to omit the short 
account, furnished by the author, of the province of Ferghaunah; the 
cradle of this illustrious branch of the house of Teymiir, which he 
describes in the following terms. It is situated in the fifth of the 
seven climates, and towards the very extremity of the habitable 
world ; having Kashghkr on the East, Samarkand on the West, and 
the mountainous boundary of Buddukhsbaun on the South; but to 
the North, although there formerly existed the flourishing cities of 
Almaulegh, Almautour, and Yaungui, the latter being the same as 
Otraur, yet at the period at which the author wrote his history, du« 
ring the reign of Akbar, there remained not the slightest vestige to 
indicate the spot on which they stood. To the westward, in the 
direction of Khojend and Samarkand, it has no mountains; and it is 
on that side, accordingly, that it is alone accessible to foreign invasion. 

The river Seyhhn, there more frequently called the river of Khojend, 
enters the province from the North-east; then passing to the westward, 

It leaves the city of Khojend to the southward, or on the left hand, 
end that of Finaoket, or Shahrokhiah, to the northward, or on the 
right hand ; after which it takes a northern course towards Tdrkes> 
tsuD, or country of the MoghAls, and is finally lost in the sands of 
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A. H. 899. the desert in that trackless region, without disemboguement into an^- 
body of waters, of any description whatever. The pro* 
vince contained, moreover, at the period under consideration, seven 
towns of distinguished note — five to the southward, and two to the 
Northward, of the main branch of the Seyhdn, namely : End'ejaun, or 
Endegaun,* Ouss, or Oush, Mergheinan, Aushferah, and Khojend, 
to the South ; and Auksy, or Aukseiket, andKasbaun, to the North. 

Zeheik-ud-dein Mauommed Babeb, the eldest son of Omar 
Sheikh, was born on tbe sixth of the month of Mohurrem, of the 
eight hundred and eighty-eighth of the hidjerah;')' and, accordingly, at 
the period of his father's premature death, he was just eleven years 
and'nearly four months old. His mother is here expressly stated to 
have been Ktitihgnegaur Khaunum, the second daughter of Youness 
Khaun, tbe monarch of Tiirkestaun recently mentioned, and lineally 
descended from Tcheghathi, the son of the immortal Jengueiz. He 
received at his birth the name and title of Zeheir>ud'dein Mahommed, 
protector of the faith, Mahommed; but, in order to accommodate 
the native Moghuls, who found some difficulty in articulating these 
sounds, the shorter appellation of B4ber, which signifies tiger, was 
sometime afterwards superadded. As will be immediately described 
at large, he succeeded to the limited sovereignty of Ferghaunah, at 
the city of Endejaun, on Tuesday the fifth of Ramzaun, of tbe eight 
hundred and ninety-ninth of the hidjerah,} being the day next after 
that on which his father perished ; and we are assured that tbe ob- 
stacles which he surmounted, tbe exertions which he found it ne- 
cessary to display, in his progress to imperial power, seldom fell to 
the lot of any monarch either of ancient or modern history ; while 
the courage, intrepidity, patience, and devotion, personally evinced 
by him in the conflicts, of tbe field of battle, and in other circum- 
stances of equal peril, seemed to surpass the ordinary energies of hu- 
man strength. 

When the catastrophe which had ‘terminated the life of hiS father 
was communicated, on the following day, to the young prince, he 
happened to be recreating himself among the gardens in the environs 

* Id tbi best modem maps, this town is placed, however, ou the north bank, 

t 19th of Febfuaiy 1488. J 6thof Jnnel494. ' < 



665 


of Endejaun ; and he mounted his horse, the same moment, to make A. n. 89 d- 900 . 
the best of his way to the citadel. He had, however, no sooner ^ 1494 - 1504 . 

reached the entrance of the fort, than Shairum Togh&i, one of the 
Moghi^l Ameirs of his retinue, seized him by the robe, and persuaded 
him to turn off short towards the Nomauzgkh, or principal place of 
worship, without the town. It was shrewdly suspected that, as Sul- 
tan Ahmed Mirza was know'n to be approaching at the head ot a very 
powerful force, the principal Ameirs of the province might have formed 
some design hostile to the rightsof their hereditary sovereign, and possi- 
bly to transfer the sovereignty of his country to the invaders; and with 
thesesuspicions on his mind, this faithful attendant resolved that, how- 
ever they mightrob him of his birthright, the person of his young master 
should at all events be conveyed to a place of safety, in the first in- 
stance to the foot of the mountains in the direction of Oiizkund, and - 
ultimately to the protection of either of his relatives, Alunjah Khaun, 
or Sultan Mahmud Khaun — the latter being his mother’s brother. 

In the mean time, some of the same Ameirs, receiving intimation of 
the design, hastened to dispatch one of the oldest and most faithful 
of the followers of the departed Omar Sheikh, a certain Khaujah Ma- 
hommed, in order to remove the apprehensions of the young prince; 
and the latter had scarcely reached the Nomauzgah, when he was 
overtaken by the messenger, and prevailed upon, without great diffi- 
culty, to relinquish the plan of exile, and to return to the fortress of 
Endejaun, which he accordingly entered the same day. Here the 
greater part of the Ameirs, and other members of his father’s govern- 
ment, immediately repaired to his presence, and experienced from him 
all those marks of kindness which, in his circumstances, it was in his 
power to bestow. 

Siiltan Ahmed Mirza of Samarkand, and Sultan Mahmud Khaun 
were, however, still known to be advancing in opposite directions, in 
order to make the attack concerted between them, upon Omar Sheikh ; 
and, after the unlooked for misfortune by which they had been de- 
prived of their sovereign, it must have been a signal intervention of 
providence, that could have produced that union of hearts and exer- 
tions, among the inhabitants, which enabled them, in so short a time, 
to place the fortifications of Endejaun in a very excellent state ofde- 
VOL. 111. 4 Q 



A. H. 809 - 909 . fence. Sfiltan Ahmed had, indeed, passed' through -the territory or 
Khojend and Mergheinan, both dependent on Ferghaunah, and was, 

* by this time, encamped within four kbsse, or about eight miles, of the 
town, obstinately rejecting every overture towards-an accommodation 
proposed on the part of his nephew. But the same providence, which 
on this and another conspicuous occasion, alluding to the instance of 
Briber and that- of his grandson, the renowned and enlightened Ak- 
bar more particularly, seems to have taken the minority of this illus* 
trious family under its peculiar care, further interposed, by the rumors 
in circulation of the strength of the works, and of the singular unani- 
mity which prevailed among the principal Ameirs of the garrison of 
Endejaun, as well as hy a contagious disorder which invaded his camp, 
and the disabled state of bis cavalry, to induce the Sultan to relin- 
quish his hostile designs altogether; and, after riemanding peace on 
almost any terms, finally to return home entirely frustrated in all his 
expectations. About the same time, Sultan Mahmhd Khaun,tothe 
north of the Seyhfin, had actually invested the fortress of Auksy ; but 
being successfully opposed, in repeated conflicts, by Jahangueir Mirza, 
the still more youthful brother of Bkber, assisted by the loyal band 
of Ameirs, who nobly defended that place for the children of their> 
departed sovereign, he was also Anally constrained to forego bis ill- 
grounded claims, and to return, with equal disgrace and disappoint- 
ment, into his own dominions. 

Subsequent to this, it will be sufAcient to observe with our author, 
without entering into the detail, that Sditan Bkber contended for the 
kingdom of Transoxiana, against the princes of the race of Tcheghataj, 
and the Khauns of the Ouzbeks, with various success for a period of 
Afteen years; in the course of which he thrice obtained triumphant 
possession of the metropolis of Samarkand. First, in the nine hun- 
dred and third of the hidjerah, when proceeding from Endejaun, he 
wrested rt from Baysungur Mirza the son of Sdltan Ahmed Mirza, 
who liad succeeded to the government on the death of bis father ; 
secondly, in the year nine hundred and six, when he took it from 
Shaby Beg, or Sbebeik Khaun, or Shubiani, the Khaun of the Onz- 
beks. And the last time, in the nine hundred and seventeenth of the 
hidjerah,* when he made himself master of it, through the aasistanoe 
* CommeDciog the 30th of March A. D. tall. 
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of Shah TsmMl, of the race of Seffv ; on the discomfiture and death A. H. Goooii. 

of the same Shahy Beg Khaun, in the decisive battle with that prince, \ 

, , Abul razzeu 

near Mer6. All these events are circiimstautially described by Colonel 

Dow, in his history of Hindustaun, and it would be superfluous to 
enter into the subject here, further than is absolutely necessary, in or- 
der to pursue the thread of the narration. 

It was, however, in concurrence with the design long since deter- 
mined on, by the will of omnipotence, which had pre-ordained in its 
infinite wisdom, that a portion of its glory should irradiate the brows 
of his illustrious grandson Akbar^ that Sultan Bhber w'as insensibly 
led to seek for that establishment in a foreign land, which seemed, by 
so extraordinary a fatality, to be withheld from him in his own. And 
to this, it must be confessed, that he was, at the same time, more 
immediately constrained, by the pressure of those reverses which 
perpetually assailed him in the country of his ancestors, and the failure 
of support, where he most naturally looked for it, among the followers 
of his fortune. Perceiving therefore, after repeated trial, that a fur- 
ther continuance in the territory on the Oxus would be inconsistent 
with the views which he had formed for the advancement of his power, 

Baber finally icsolved, at the head of the faithful few who still adhered 
to him, to direct his course for Buddu-ithshaun, and from thence, as 
circumstances might further determine, towards Kabul. On his airival 
in the former mountainous region, the retainers in the service of 
Khossrou Shah, the then ruler of the province, immediately came over 
to him ; and their master himself, however unwillingly, was at last 
induced to follow their example. This personage had rendered him- 
self extremely obnoxious by his crimes, and by his ingratitude; having, 
as formerly noticed, put Baysungur Mirza to death, and deprived 
V. Sflltan MAsskoud, his brother, of sight, both of them uncle^s sons of 
Bkber; and on several occasions, when the latter was driven, by mis- 
fortune and defeat, to seek an asylum in Buddukhshaun, added greatly 
to his offences, by treating the illustrious fugitive with inhospitable 
violence. Nevertheless, when it was thus in his power to retaliate 
upon him, to the full measure of his injuries, Mirza Bkber, with that 
•singular magnanimity of character which never forsook him, not only 
forbore to punish his ingratitude, but gave directions that he should 





H. 009 ^ 11 . be permitted to select from his property, in other respects forfeited, 

f]e thought convenient, and to retire without molestation 
’ into Khorassaun. Of this permission he very liberally availed him* 
self; loading several camels, and some mules, with jewels, and plate, 
and other valuable effects, with which he proceeded accordingly into 
that province. 

In the mean time, when he had satisfactorily arranged the govern* 
ment of Buddukhshaun, Bkber proceeded, without further delay, 
across the mountains towards Kabul, at this period in possession of 
Mahommed Mokeim, the son of Ziil Noun; by whom it had been re> 
cently taken from Abdurrezauk Mirza, theson ofOlitgh Beg, the son 
of Skltan Abd Skeid, and of course another uncle’s son of Baber. 
The rumors which preceded the approach of the latter prince, had led 
this chieftain, in the first instance, to shut himself up in the fiirtress 
of Kabul, where he prepared to defend himself; but at the expiration 
of a few days, proposing to capitulate on reasonable terms, he was also 
permitted to retire, with his property and most valuable efiVcts, to his 
brother Shah Beg, at Kandahaur. Thus, in the latter end of the former 
Rebbeia, of the nine hundred and tenth of the hidjerah,* Mirza Bkber 
became possessed of the city and province of Kabkl. In the career of 
ambition, however, the achievement of one conquest is but the step, 
ping stone to another; and in the course of the following year, we 
accordingly find that Bkber marched from Kabul, with the design of 
attemptiig the reduction of Kandahaur; but when he had taken pos- 
session of Kolaut, one of the dependencies on that government, he 
conceived it expedient, through some consideration of prudence or 
policy, to postpone his further design, and to proceed to the territory 
south of it; whence, having over-run the Afghan districts in that di* 
rection, he soon afterwards returned to his new capital of Kabfil. 
During the same period, embracing the nine hundred and eleventh of 
the hidjt-rah,^ that city was visited by a tremendous earthquake, which 
is desciibed to have overthrown, or precipitated, the walls of thecas* 
tie, upon the greater part of the dwelling houses in the upper town; 
and the whole of a particular subuib, or adjoining village, that W 
Bt iinghaun, was utterly destroyed. Three and thirty distinct shocks 
* Beginning of September A. D. 1604. t Commencing the 3d of June l&Utl^ 
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were observed in the course of one day, and the awful visitation re- A.H. 9ii<9i3. 
turned at intervals, once or twice in twenty four hours, for a whole ® 
month. Many of the inhabitants perished; and in one particular spot, the fazaeU 

earth opened for a stone's throw in width, and a bow>shot deep, several 
springs of water immediately issuing from the chasm ; but from As- 
terghunje to Meydaun, a distance of about six farsangs, or about 
one and twenty miles, the undulations were so tremendous, as in 
many places to have raised the earth to the height of an elephant. 

The earthquake was preceded by violent whirlwinds from the sum- 
mits of the surrounding monntains; and it is alleged, moreover, that the 
same awful phoenomenon with effects equally tremendous occur- . 
red in Hindustaiin, in the course of the same year. 

It was about this crisis, or very shortly afterwards, that Shahy Beg 
Khaun, the monarch of the Ouzbeks already mentioned, was prepar- 
ing with a great army for the invasion of Khorassaun ; and Sultan 
Ilusseyne Mirza [• Abulghauz> ] and his sons were making every 
exertion to oppose the design. In the meantime, Seyud Afzel, the 
son of Ameir Sultan Ally Khanb-beiii [the Dreamer], was dispatch- 
(d to solicit the aid of Baber; and the latter, accordingly, in the 
early yrart of the nine hundred and twelfth of the hidjerah, put his 
troops in motion for that quarter. While he was on his march, 
he received intelligence of the death of Sultan HQsseyne; but this, 
in opposition to the pusillanimous and temporising counsels of some 
of his Ameirs, he considered to furnish a more powerful inducement 
to hasten to the support of his relatives. Previous, however, to his 
arrival in Khorassaun, the importunities of the inexperienced had 
prevailed to raise Baddeia uz-zemaun Mirza, and Mhzuffer Hhs- 
seyne Mirza, the sons of the late Sultan, conjointly to the throne of 
their father. On the eighth of the latter Jummaudy of the year 
just mentioned,* Bkber, on the banks of the river Mhrghaub, came 
to an interview with the two Mirzas, and on their invitation pro- 
ceeded shortly afterwards to Ilerkt; where be remained for some time. 

But soofi discovering that these poor princes possessed none of those 
quCHificatioiis, either in point of judgment or discretion, that appear- 
ed likely to ensure any sort of permanence to their authority, he con-. 

* 2&Ui of October 150G« 
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A. H. -9114)13. -ceived it prudent, with the least possible delay, to return with his 
A. **55-2^21* troops towards KabAI ; and for that purpose, on the eichth of the 
^nonth of Shabaun,* he accordingly took his departure from Herkt. 

Among the Haz7.aurahs, or mountainous districts perhaps, between 
Khorassaun and Kah61, information reached him that Mahommed 
Hdsseyne -Mirza, end Sdltan Sunjur Berlas, after circulating a report 
that he bad fallen a sacrifice to the treachery of the Persian Mirzas, 
had brought the Moghhl troops, whom he had left in garrison at Ka- 
bhl, to unite with them in raising his kinsman, Kbann Mirza, to the 
•government of that province ; but at the same time, that the Ameirs 
. -Mohebb Khaleifah, Mahommed Xaussem Kouhberr, [the mountain 
piercer], Ahmed Yusshf, and other officers in charge of the citadel, 
con'inued faithful to their allegiance, and to defend that important 
post for their master. The moment this information was announced 
to him, leaving his camp and heavy equipments to the care of his 
brother Jahangueir, at thisperiod labouring under some indisposition, 
Bkber, at the head of a chosen division of his troops, hastened to de* 
scend the passes of Hindh Kouh ; and after surmounting considera- 
ble difficulty in making his way through the drifts of snow with 
which they were encumbered, appeared one morning, rather unex- 
.pectedly, before the walls ofKabiil. His enemies dispersed to their 
hiding places the instant he made his appearance ; but Mahommed 
Hdsseyne Mirza was soon taken, and brought to the presence of his 
offended sovereign; by whom he was generously permitted to retire 
into Khorassaun. And, shortly afterwards, the misguided Khaun 
Mirza was himself conducted to the presence of Bkber, by his cousin 
the princess Mehed-negaur Khaunum; and he also was indulged with 
permission either to remain at court, or to retire* to any of the neigh- 
boring countries at his option. He chose to withdraw to Kandahaur. 

In the course of the following year, the 913th of the hidjerah,f 
B&ber led his troops against that fortress; and having obtained a deci- 
ded victory over Shuja Beg, the son of ZiilNoun Aighfln, the governor 
of the province, and his younger brother, he appears to have rendered 
himself master of the whole country, which he now placed under 
«he authority of his half brother Nausser Mirza. He then returned 
* S3d of December. t Commeaciog 12tb of May 1507. 
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lo KabAl. Shortly afterwards, Kbaun Mirza, who had recently joined 
him during the expedition to Kandahaur, was dispatched to take 
charge of the government of Buddukhshaun, which he retained for 
many years^ in faithful subjection to the authority of his magnanimous 
relative. From thence, in the nine hundred and sixteenth of the 
hidjerab,* an express arrived to announce to Baber, that Shahy Beg 
Kbaun, monarch of the Ouzbeks, bad fallen in battle, and that his 
presence in Buddukhshaun would be attended with the most impor- 
tant advantages. In concurrence with these suggestions, Bkber, in 
the month of Sbavaul of that year,f accordingly took his departure 
from KabAI ; and having been uniformly successful in a variety of 
conflicts with the Ouzbeks, he, on the fifteenth day of Rudjub, of the 
year nine hundred and seventeen,;^ for the third time entered Samar- 
kand as a conqueror; but in the month of Suffur, of the following 
year.§ when he had continued in possession ot that metropolis for a 
period of less than sevt-n months, he was, at the station of Koubmelek, 
forced to a battle by Abdullah Khaun, who had succeeded to the 
monarchy of the Ouzbt ks; and although the victory is here alleged 
to have been on the side of Baber, yet fortune in some other impor- 
tant particulars appearing disposed to forsake his cause, be found it 
expedient to abandon Samarkand, and withdraw towards- Hessaur, 
Under the walls of Ghedjdowaun, in conjunction with Nddjum Beg, 
the general of the troops of Shah Ism&eil, he was, however, confes- 
sedly defeated in a great battle with the Ouzbeks, the general of his 
ally being killed in the action. This had a decided influence upon 
the destiny of Baber; for he now finally determined on relinquishing 
altogether bis designs on Yransoxiana, and on immediately returning 
to KabAI ; resolving to confine his future exertions to the formation 
of a new empire for himself, in the uch and fertile regions of Hin- 
dAstaun. . 

Towards that devoted country, then, he now directed his operations, 
and on tour distinct occasions did he lead his troops to that quarter, 
before he could effect his final establishment; being as often con- 
strained to return, either by the occurrence of untoward events at 

* Commencing lOtb of April 1510. f January 1.511. | 7 tb of October 1611., 

i. April 1612. 
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A. H.ols-026. Kabul, or by the perverse opposition of his principal officers. His 
iT bAIFazz ^i***^^'^^ expedition appears to have taken place in the month of Shavaul 
of the nine hundred and twenty fifth of the hidjerah,* when he pro- 
ceeded by the route of Badaum-tcheshmah and Jogdelung, to Khey- 
ber and Bejeim, or Nejeim, which were the limits of his progress on 
this occasion. In the Wakaat-e-Bfibery, a chronicle written by him- 
seWinhis native Turkish language, this enterprizing monarch is alle- 
ged todescribe, that having reached the town of Adeinahpour, perhaps 
Adenagur, in eix stages from 'Kabfil, he found himself suddenly 
transported to a warm climate, and for the first time in his life on the 
confines of Hindiistaun — in a region perfectly new to him, the vege- 
table creation exhibiting a different exterior, the birds and animals a 
diffe.'ent form, and the people, a system of morals, habits, and usages, 
entirely different from any thing that had ever before presented itself 
to his observation. But a council having been held to determine here, 
by which of the passages it would be most advisable to cross the In- 
dus, in those parts more generally known by the designation of Neil- 
aub — the blue river— it was decided, by a majority of the refractory 
TcheghalaianB,'that the passage of that celebrated river should not be 
attempted for the present. B&ber therefore struck off to the south- 
ward for J^obet, or Kohout; and having over run that district, together 
with the territory of Benguesh, and Benour, he led his troops in se- 
veral marches, by Eissakheyl, to a station which lay oposite to Ter- 
peilah — described to be a town on the Indus, dependent on Mfiltaun. 
Hence, after proceeding for some distance along the course of the 
river, he appears to have taken a north-western route, by Dukky, or 
Houky, of which name, there are two places in the map; one on the 
road from Multaun to Kandahaur, by which he probably proceeded on 
this occasion, since we itte told that a few days afterwards, he encamp- 
ed at Gheznein; and in the month of Zilhudje.j’ he returned to Kabfil. 

On his second expedition towards the Indus, Bftber appears to 
have proceeded by the route of Khord KabAI, according to the best 
arranged authorities,^ in the former Jummaudy, of the year 996 ;§ 

* October 1510 arconling to Dow's hiztory. t Detvmbrr 1510. 

t Tbe tiaascriber of my copy of Abfll Fazzel, has here set down tlie year 013, which 
iiiuiit be a gross error, and 1 have chosen to follow ibe auibority of Colonel Dow. 

i April— May 1520. 
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and, passing through the districts of Mendrawel, or Mendroul, to have 
continued his march to Attyr, and finally to Sbeivah. From thence, 
however, be was again constrained by tbe adverse counsels of bis 
followers to a premature return ; bis course being now directed, from 
Attyr, by Kezz and Kourkil, or Nourguil, and tbe transit from Kezz 
being accomplished by means of some water conveyance, [tcbauleb* 
nisbustabj, to rejoin his camp, from which he appears to have septar> 
ated. He finally reached Kabul, by the way of Baudenje ;* and on 
a rock which overlooks this latter station, he caused the date of his 
passage on the occasion, to be engraved, and the inscription continu- 
ed sufficiently legible in the time of Abfil Fazzel. To this period, 
it is here observed, the princes of the race of Teymur had been con- 
tented with the more modest title of Mirza; but in the inscription just 
alluded to, it was enjoined that the name of Baber should be inserted 
with the imperial adjunct of Padshah. 

The third expedition towards the Indus commenced on Monday 
the first of Mohurrem, of the 927th of the hidjerah,f the Tchegha- 
t^ian prince directing his course, on this occasion, towards Bejour. 
While on the march, he experienced some tremendous shocks of an 
earthquake, each of which is described to have continued for half an 
astronomical hour. In the mean time, Sfiltan Aweiss repaired to 
the camp of Baber; and the fortress of Bejour submitting, shortly 
afterw'ards, the government of that place, together with the districts 
dependent upon it, was now bestowed on Khaujah Kullan Beg, the 
son of Montana Mahommed Suddur, one of the most faithful and 
distinguished officers in the service of his father Omar Sheikh. This 
personage was deservedly high in the esteem ot Bkber, not less than 
six of hisbrothers having laiddowntbeirlives intheservice ofthatmon- 
arch, and being himself a man of distinguished talent, of the sound- 
est judgment, and most excellent understanding. The views of Bh- 
ber were, however, more particularly directed towards tbe territory of 
Sewaud, and the subjugation of the Afghan tribe ofYfissufzehy ; and 

* Ot the placet mentioned in this expedition, 1 have not been able to tncc a vestige 
in tbe maps. 

t II til of December— 1520, we have here endeavored to reconcile some incongruity 
of (late in Abfll Fazsel. 
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accordingly Taowua Khaun, the younger brother of Shah Munaour 
' the chief of that tribe, now presented himself in the camp of the 
Moghul invader, together with the daughter of his brother as a peace- 
offering, and the most humble protestations of submission. A scar- 
city of provisions prevailing at the same time in the country, B&- 
ber, was the more easily induced to revert to his original and more 
serious design, the invasion of HindAstaun ; which he therefore de- 
termined to carry into execution without further delay, however 
unprepared, at the moment, for the effectual undertaking of an expe- 
dition of such magnitude, and still contrary to the avowed opinion 
of his Ameirs. 

With such a resolution he accordingly drew back from Sew'aud; 
and on the morning of Tuesday, the sixteenth of the same month of 
Mohurrem,* with his camels, horses, and lighter equipments, pro- 
ceeded to cross the Indus, near the place called Kutchakout ; lits 
bazar and heavy baggage following in tchaolahs, the species of river- 
craft recently mentioned. At the distance of about seven kosse, or 
from twelve to fourteen miles, north of Behrah, rises the mountain, 
in the Zuffurnamah and other works, denominated Koh-Jnud ; and 
this was the spot now chosen. for the encampment of Baber's troops. 
The monarch is said to remark in his commentaries, that until the 
present moment, the etymology of this appellation had never been 
ascertained; whereas the circumstance was now clearly explained from 
its being the residence of the tribe of Joud, one of two families de- 
rived from the same stock, the other being called Khetchwah. In 
order to appease the alarm of the inhabitants, Abdurraheim Shikawely 
had been early dispatched to Behrah, with instructions to prohibit 
plunder or violence, in any shape ; and in the course of the same day, 
towards evening, Baber -in person proceeded to encamp on the river 
Behaut, or Cheilum, a little to the eastward of the town. A con- 
tribution of four hundred thousand Shahrokhies was, however, imme- 
diately levied on the place, as the price of its exemption from pillage, 
the whole of which sum, together with the government of the con- 
quered district, he then bestowed upon HindA Beg ; Khoushaub being 
consigned at the same time to Ameir Shah Hdsseyne, with instruc- 

* 26tb of December, i&20. 
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tions to support the governor of Behrah, whenever occasion should 
require it. 

At this crisis, a certain Moulana Murshed was dispatched from 
the neighborhood of Behrah, on an embassy to SAItan Ibraiihim, the 
son of S&Itan Eskundtr Lody ; who had succeeded to his father on 
the throne of Dehly, some five or six months previous to the period 
under consideration. The envoy was charged with instructions to 
convey to that monarch, provided he found in him a disposition to 
attend to them, sundry admonitions of the utmost importance to the 
well being of himself, and of the country subordinate to his authority. 
But this ambassador was never permitted to reach his destination, 
being perversely detained and sent back, by Dowlut Khaun, the gov- 
ernor of Labour. On the second of the former Rebbeia, intelligence 
was brought to Biiber of the birth of a son, to whom, as it seemed aus- 
picious to the enterprise which he had in contemplation, he gave the 
name of Hindiil. On the eleventh ot the same month,* leaving Hin- 
dfl Beg in charge of Behrah, and of the acquired territory on that 
side the Indus, he returned once more towards Kabvil, which he 
reached on the last day of the month and on the twenty-fifth of 
the following month, regardless of the obligations of duty, HindA 
Beg also arrived from Behrah, which he thus pusillanimously aban^ 
doned to the attempts of the enemy. 

Of Baber's fourth expedition into the territory beyond the InduS) 
the author confesses that he could never ascertain the date, any fur- 
ther than that it must have been at the period in which he made 
himself master of Labour ; and this, according to the history of the 
reduction of Deibalpour, Was accomplished during the nine hundred 
and thirtieth of the hidjerah.f 

But, as every important event in the affairs of this world is gene- 
rally understood to have its determined period allotted by providence, 
the final consummation of Bfiber's views on Hindfistaun was reserved, 
although, apparently protracted through secondary courses, the ad- 
verse opinions of his Ameirs, and the failure of co-operation on the 
part of his kindred, for his fifth expedition ; on which he is said to 

• llUli of Februar}^, 1621. t 9lh of March, 

t Commencing the 0th of November, 1623. 
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A.H.oas. have proceeded on Friday the firat of Suffur, of th.e nine hundred and 

thirtV'Second of the hidjerah,* leaving to his son Mirza Kamraun» 
AbttlFazzel. , , 

in addition to the government of Kahdahaur, the protection of his 
metropolis of Kabul. This, his final expedition was, however, great-* 
ly facilitated by the previous possession of Labour, and other impor- 
tant provinces in the Punjaub, already secured by his lieutenants. 
On this occasion, while he lay still encamped at Woufiabaugh, he 
was joined, on the seventeenth of the month,’!' by his son tiomayfin, 
with the contingent from Buddukshaun ; and on the same day, he 
was further reinforced by Khaujah Kullan Beg, with the troops from 
Gheznein. Thirteen days afterwards, namely, on the first of the 
former Rebbeia.;]: he crossed the Indus, near Ketchakout; and here 
he conceived it expedient to make a general muster of his force, 
which, including Tartars and Persians, and adventurers from different 
nations, was found to amount altogether to iio more than tw'elve thou- 
sand horse. From thence he proceeded to pass the Behaut, above 
Jeilum, in the vicinity of the spot subsequently fixed upon for the 
fortress of Rohtas, and, shortly afterwards, he crossed the Tchunaub, 
in the neighborhood of Behlowulpour. On the fourteenth of the 
same month, § he encamped on the plains of Siahkout, the fortifica- 
tionsof which he determined to destroy; giving the preferenceas a mil- 
itary station to Behlowulpour, which he accordingly directed to be 
repeopled, and placed in a state of repair. 

Reports were now continually coming in of the proceedings of tlio 
enemy ; and on his arrival at Kullanour, on the Raiivy, some dis- 
tance above Labour, Baber was joined by Mahommed Sultan Mirza, 
Auddel Sultan, and other Ameirs employed in the government of the 
latter named city. On the twenty-fourth of the month. || the fortress 
of Melout, or Melwet, with a considerable booty, was taken posses- 
sion of by his troops ; and a valuable library, tbe property of Ghauzi 
Khaun, tbe son of Dowlut Khaun Lody, captured on this occasion, 
was placed at the disposal of the Mogbhl conqueror, and by him 
parti) bestowed upon his son Homaydn on the spot, and partly con- 
veyed for the use of Kamraun Mirza, at Kandahaur. 

IGth of>oveniber, 1526. t 2d- of December. t l&th of December. 

§ 2atb of December. || 7tli of January, 1526. 
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fn tfiese circumstences, receiving well authenticated intelligence 
that Hameid Khaun, the governor of Hesssaur Feyrouzah, with a 
considerable force, had made several marches in advance to oppose 
his progress, Bhber, having now proceeded to the eastward ofAnbau- 
lah, and encamped on a lake, or large pond, not far from that place, 
conceived it advisable, on the thirteenth of the former Jummaudy,* 
to detach his eldest son HomavCtn, accompanied by the Ameirs 
Khaujah Kullan Beg, Sultan Mahommed Douldy, Wully Khauzen, 
Abdullazziz, Mahommed Ally Tcheng-tcheng, with a considerable 
part of his own force, to give battle to this advanced corps of the en- 
emy. On the same day, Bei/n^an Afghan chief, and one of the most 
distinguished among the Ameirs of Hindustaun, came over to the 
camp of Baber, and experienced a most gracious reception. In the 
mean time, the young Homayun, at this period in his eighteenth 
year, proceeded to carry into execution his father’s orders, in which 
he acquitted himself with equal ability and success; entirely defeating 
the division tinder the governor of Hessaur Feyrouzah, and rejoining 
the main body in triumph, on the twenty first of the month.f This 
being the first action of any magnitude, in which the prince had com- 
manded in person, the government of the same Hessaur Feyrouzah, 
was now bestowed upon him, yielding a revenue of one krour, or one 
hundrtd laks; and he was, at the same time, presented with an imme- 
diate donation of a sum in specie to the same amount.;^ Baber, at 
the head of his troops, then continued his march to Sersawah, it being 
announct d to him at oifferent stages, that Shltan Ibrauhim L6dy, with 
one hundred thousand horse, and one thousand armed elephants, was 
actually approaching to give him battle; and he had scarcely encamp- 
ed at the same Sersawah, when Heyder .\lly, belonging to the divisi- 
on of Khaiijdi Kullan Beg, who had been employed to procure intelli- 
gence, conveyed the information that a detachmentofabout six thousand 
horse under Daoud Khaun, and Hautem Khaun, was considerably in 
advance of the main body of the enemy. In consequence of this, on 

• 24lh of February. + 4rh of March, 1526. 

J The denoniiaation of currency here introducwl, is not explained ; a krour of rupees 
would be a million slerliuj;, but a krour ol daums, the fortieth part of a rupee, would be 
BO mure than 25,000 rupees, nearly equal tu £3125 sterling. 
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A. H. 9n2. Sunday the eighteenth of the latter Jummau<ly,^Tcheintemflrf>iiltan, 
A. D . 15C?. j^iahomnied Sultan Mirza, Mehedy Khaujah, and other distinguished 
commanders, with the whole of the left wing, and a part of the centre, 
under the Ameirs Youness Ally and Abdullah, were sent forward to 
make an attack, upon this advanced guard of the troops of Sultan 
Ibrauhim; and the result was equal to the warmest exp'^ctations of 
the Moghhls, as a considerable proportion of this division of the ene- 
my was either cut to pieces, or captured by the assailants; and Haii- 
tcm Khaun, one of the generals who was taken alive, together with 
seventy of his associates who had been equally unfortunate, was put 
death in cold blood, immediately on his arrival in the camp of the 
Moghul conqueror. 

B^her now conceived it expedient to make his arrangements for the 
decisive conflict; and for this purpose, Oustaud Ally Kuly, his chief 
engincer,received, in the first place, instructions to prepare the wheel- 
carriages of the army in the following manner. He was directed, after 
the Turkish method, to fasten these carriages together with chains, 
and ropes made of raw hides ; and between every two carriages thus 
fastened together, it was provided, that five or six hurdles, or probably 
gabions, should be placed as a cover for the musqiieteers destined to 
take post behind them. In the course of a few da\ s, all these arrange- 
ments were completed; and on thursday the last of the latter month 
of Jummaudyvf the Tcheghatdian army had advanced to Panipet — 
the spot selected on so many occasions, on which to decide the fate 
of Hindbstaun. The right u'ing of the army was, on this occasion, 
posted within the town and suburbs. The centre was covered in front 
by the carriages arranged in the manner already described, with the 
hurdles, or gabions, disposed in the intervals between. The left wing 
was further protected by a ditch, and abbatis; the latter formed with 
the branches of trees laid on the earth, and pointed at the end. Sfiltan 
Ibrauhim, equally prepared for battle, had taken up a position at the 
distance of about six kosse, on the Dehly side) and, for several days, 
the troops of Bkber were engaged in skirmishing with the detachments 
of the enemy to the very outskirts of bis camp, returning uniformly 
successful from every conflict;, until friday the eighth of Rudjub,* 
* 31st of March. f lltb of April. { 19th of April. 
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when it was ascertained that Sultan Ibrauhim in person, with the whole A. H. 932. 
of his force, was approaching to give battle to the Tcheghat4ians. A. * i »2«. 

Ill I ll•l ADiiI sizzds 

We are here called upon to remark, that when, at the destined 
crisis, the providence of God has determined to redress the injuries, or 
to repair the disorders which are occasionally permitted to take place 
in the aifairs of this world, the actions of mankind are directed, in a 
way, to be singularly instrumental to the consummation of the princi* 
pal design. And of this, the advance of Sultan Ibrauhim to give 
battle to his invaders, on the one hand, and the resolution of Sultan 
Bkber, with such an incredible disparity of force, to engage him, on 
the other, are recorded as very striking; and conspicuous examples. 

But, at all events, with the fullest confidence in the support ofOm< 
nipotence, B^ber proceeded to dispose of his warlike bands in the 
following order of battle. He assumed the command of the centre 
in person. Of the division to the right of the centre, by the Tartars 
denominated Ounghoul, he gave charge to Tchein-temilr Sultan, aided 
by Suliman Mirza, Ameir Mahommedy Koukeltaush, Ameir Shah 
Munsour Btrlas, Ameir Youness Ally, Ameir Derwaish Maliommed 
Sarbaiin, and Ameir Abdullah Ketabdaur. Of the division to the 
left of the centre, by the same nation called the Sewalghoul, or per- 
haps Sonnglioul, as exhibited in another manuscript, he gave the direc- 
tion to Aintir Khaleifah, assisted by Khaiijah Meir Meiran the Sud- 
dur, w'itli'the Am* irs A hint dy Purwauntchei, Tereddy Beg, Mohebb 
Ally Khaleifah, and Mirza Beg Terkhan. Of the Beranghaur, or 
main body of the rit;ht wing, posted, as we have already observed, in 
the town of Panipet, he consigned the command to his son Homayfin, 
at this period aht^ut nineteen, assisted by the Ameirs Khaujah Kullan 
Beg, Sultan Mahoinmed Douldy, Hindu Beg, lYully Kliauzen, and 
Peir Kuly of Seiestaun. The left wing [Juwanghaurj was entrusted 
to Mahommed Shltan Mirza, aided by SeyudMehedy Khaujah, Aud- 
del Sfiltan, Sultan Jenneid Berlas, and other warlike chiefs. The 
Hurrawul, or vanguard, was placed under the orders of Khossroii 
Koukeltaush, assisted by Mahommed Ally Tchengtcheng, and Ameir 
Abdiilazziz, The rear reserve [Ouj^ jof the right w'ing, was commit- 
ted to the discretion of Wiilly Sbermil, Meiek Kaussem, and B&ba 
Kuska, with a body of MoghOls; and the rear reserve [Oujej of the 
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left winsTiWas under the direction of Kara Kouzy, Abul Mejeid N-^izab- 
bauz, [the lance player], and Sheikh Ally, together with Sheikh 
Jummaul, Sunkery Kuly the MoghCll, and other veteran warriors. 

Tliis was the disposition in which, with a firmness immoveable, the 
troops of Bkber awaited the attack, and finally defeated the reitera- 
ted, but ill directed efforts, of the unwieldy multitude which compo- 
sed the force of the enemy. Of the circumstances of the battle Abhl 
Fazzel furnishes no description; neither perhaps is it very material in 
this place; but the victory on the part of the M'lghiils was complete 
and decisive, Sultan Ibrauhim having himself fallen, although for the 
moment unknown, among a heap of the slain. Thee unage fell heavi- 
est among the Afghans, or Patans, the particular tribe of the sover- 
eign — not less than five or six thousand of them lying dead near the 
body of the Sultan. Comparing it, how’ever, with what had been 
achieved by former Mahommedan conquerors of Hindustauii, the 
historian avers, and with apparent justice, that in boldness of design, 
and energy of execution, the enterprize of Baber infinitely surpassed 
all that had preceded. Sultan Maiimud of Gheznein, for example, 
when he undertook his expedition, was not only in possession of the 
territory descended to him from his father, but of the noble province 
of Khorassaun; and the sovereigns of Samarkand, Khaurezm, and 
Daur-ubmerz. were each of them subordinate, or tributary, to his 
power. The force, moreover, by which he w'as accompanied, rather 
exceeded, than tell short of, one hundred thousand men ; while the 
invaded territory, instead of being subordinate to the authority of one 
head, was subdivided among a number of separate R.\iahs, and other 
chiefs, entirely independent of, and generally hostile to, each other, but 
at all times incapable of uniting for their common defence. With res- 
pect to Sultan Shahaub-ud-dein the Ghourian, it is well known that 
he proceeded on his expedition to the same quarter, with an army of 
not less than one hundred and twenty thousand horse, the greater 
part, if not the whole of them, clad in mail ; neither at that period was 
the country better prepared in point of u-nion, and although the im- 
portant province of Khorassaun was under the separate authority of 
Sfiltan Gheyauth-ud dein, yet was it sufficiently understood that he 
could never be induced to counteract the designs of his brother. 
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Attd lastly, when, on the plains of Satnaunah, the invincible Teymur, 
on his march towards Dehly, gave orders for a general muster of his 
troops in the usual way, we are informed, through the Zuffern&mah of 
Shurf*ud-dein Ally, that the Bessawul ofthat monarch’s army, which 
was the part of the line of battle allotted to the stipendiary cavalry in 
the pay of the state, extended to six farsangs, or about one and twenty 
english miles, in length. Now it has been ascertained, by men of 
acknowledged experience on the subject, that a farsang, or six thou- 
sand yards, is sufficient for the display of twelve thousand horse in 
battalia, two deep w-e will suppose ; and hence it has been determined, 
that the force under Tejmur, on that occasion, exclusive of the re- 
tainers in the service of the regular stipendiaries, here denominated 
the Nouker-e-Ncuker, must have amounted to seventy two thousand 
men on horseback — the depth of the line of battle allotted to the Nou- 
ker-e-Nouker above mentioned, l)eing stated at two kosse, or about 
three miles. His adversary Mellou Khaun, on the other hand, is no 
w here alleged to have had more than ten thousand horse, and one hun- 
dred and twenty elephants. Nevertheless, in spite of their obvious 
superiority of force, the troops of the invader were seized with an 
unaccountable dismay ; and it was in order to dissipate, or appease, the 
unmanly apprehensions which he had discovered in the pusillanimous 
language of many of his generals, that Teymhr found it expedient to 
adopt the precautions for the security of his camp, described in a for- 
mer page. 

What then, it is asked, must be our admiration, when w'e find that 
the adventurous Baber succeeded in achieving this mighty conquest 
with a futce, the utmost strength of which, both in horse and foot, did 
Dot amount altogether to more than tw'elve thousand men ! And our 
admiration will not be diminished, wlu-n it lurtlier appears that the 
revenues of Kabul, Kandahaur, and Buddukhshaun, the only three 
proviiiees at the time subject to his aulbority, were scarcely adequate 
to the support of this small body of troops; while his expences to 
protect the more distant frontiers against the attacks of a hostile neigh- 
borhood, far exceeded the receipts of his exchequer. Under all these 
circumstances, however, did this enterprizing prince undertake to 
subdue the government of Sultan Ibrauliim, the undisputed monarch, 
VOL. 111. 4 R 
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A. H. QS 2 . of a territory, the fairest in HiDd6stauD, extending from Behrnh on 
Behaut to Bahar on the Ganges ; and supported in the field by 
’an army of one hundred thousand horse, and one thousand elephants 
caparisoned and trained for battle. But, in the usual strain it is finally 
observed, when we come to reflect that he bore in his person that 
portion of the divine splendor which was destined to irradiate the 
vorld from the brows of his grandson, the illustrious Akbar, the cir* 
cumstance must cease to excite our astonishment. 

But, 'at all events, having, as it was just, in humble prostration offered 
bis tribute of thanksgiving to the author of victory, Baber proceeded 
on the same day to dispatch Homayun, accompanied by the Ameirs 
Khaujah Kullan Beg, Mahommed Koukeltaush, Youness Ally, Shah 
Munsur Berlatis, Abdullah Ketabdaur, and Wully Khauzen, with 
instructions to hasten with all possible expedition towards Agrah, 
the metropolis of Sultan Ibrauhim’s government; in order to secure 
the royal treasure, and at the same time, to tranquillize the minds of 
the inhabitants with every assurance, of the clemency and justice of 
the conqueror. "With similar objects, Seyud Mebedy Khaujah, with 
Mahommed Sbltan Mirza, Auddel Sultan, and the Ameirs Jenneid 
Berlaus, and KOtliig Kuddum, proceeded immediately for D dily. 
On the twelfth of Rudjub, four days subsequent to his victory, Baber 
in person made bis entry into the latter city ; and on friday the twenty 
first of the same month,* he was triumphantly received into the me- 
tropolis of Agrah. At that capital, he proceeded to treat the mother 
and children of the fallen Sbitan, with equal kindness and humanity; 
consigning to them the whole of the treasure and jewels which they 
could claim in any shape as private property, and bestowing upon 
them, in addition, lands for their maintenance, to the value of seven 
hundred thousand Taukahs, or perhaps Tungahsf He exhibited, 
moreover, to the whole of the people, such conspicuous proofs of his 
bounty and generosity, as at once to dispel their alarms, and, to a degree 
beyond the most sanguine expectations, to restore the public tran- 

* 2d of May 1520. 

t From a reference to Ferisbtah, it appears that that author calculates the Tnii^ah, at 
the 20th part of a rupee; at which rate this sum would be equal to 35,000 rupees, or about 
£4,375 sterling. 
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qnillity. HomayAn, who had previously reached Agrah, now present- A. H. 93t. 
ed to his father a diamond of eight methkals, or about 192 carats, 

1 L • . II AbAI tazzeU 

and of such enormous value, as to be estimated at a sum equal to the 

purchase of a day's subsistance for one half of the inhabitants of the 

terrestrial globe. It was represented by the inhabitants of Agrah, as 

formerly belonging to the treasury of Silltan Alla ud>dein the 1st, and 

received by him from the sons of Bikramajit, Rajah of Gwaliar. The 

jewel was at first, for form's sake, graciously accepted by B&ber, but 

immediately afterwards return* d to the young prince. 

On the thirtieth of the month, the conqueror commenced his sur- 
vey and distribution of the treasure and jewels, so industriously accum- 
ulated by a succession of wealthy and powerful sovereigns; and first 
of all, he allotted to Ilomaxfin in specie, of the mint of Sekunder, the 
sum of seventy laks, or sevm millions of Tankahs,* exclusively of an 
undisclosed chamber of treasure, full of untold gold and silver. To 
each of his officers, according to his station in the service, he gave from 
Ur. laks, to five Tankahs, the lowest sum, and to every soldier in the 
army, he distributed a share much beyond that to which, by his station, 
he was entitled. In short, from the most distinguished Ameir to the 
very meanest camp lollower, there was notan individual in his service 
excluded from a portion in this most extensive distribution of captur- 
ed property. Neither were the different branches of the imperial 
family, whether in Buddukhshaun, at Kab6l, or at Kandahaur, for- 
gotten on the memorable occasion. Seventeen laks of Tankahs were 
remitted to Karnraun Mirza. Fifteen laks to Mahommed Zemmaun 
Mirza; and to the princes Auskery Mirza, and Llindal Mirza, in the 
same proportion, without omitting a single female belonging to any 
branch of the family. In like manner, to every officer and retainer, 
who had been necessarily excluded from taking a part in the expedi- 
tion, was conveyed something in proportion to his rank in the state, 
either in jewels, or some article of curious manufacture, in gold or 
silver. The bounty of the conqueror extended, at the same time, to 
all who bore the remotest claims of relationship, whether at Samar- 
kand, in Khorassaun, in Kashgh^r, or Ir&k — to all places of religious 
sanctity, at Samarkand, in Khorassaun, or elsewhere; and finally, he 
* About at 350,000 rupees at twenty to tbe rupee. 
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Af H.982. provided that a gratuity of one Shahrokhy each,* should he preseiTte^ 
A. D 152« > (Q gygry iiiliabitant, little or great, man, woman, or child, at KabAl, 
AbftlFazzel. neighborhood. Thus, according to Ferishtah.f at a single 

sitting, and totally regardless of future exigencies, did Bab<’r contrive 
to dissipate the accumulated treasures of so many powerful monarchs, 
by his improvident liberality on the occasion, acquiring for himself, 
not unjustly, the nickname ofKullr*nder — or strolliirg monk. 

It is, at the same time, to be remembered, that the authority of this 
heroic prince scarcely extended, at the moment, beyond the walls of 
the two great capitals of Dehly and Agrah, all around being yet in pos- 
session of the enemv. The fortress of Sumbul, north-east on the 
Ganges, was in the hands of Kaussem Siimbiily : that of Ibiaunah, 
in the opposite direction, held out under Nizam Khaun; Me ivaut was 
in possession of Hussun Khaun Meivauty; Mahommed Zeitoun main- 
tained himse.lfat Dhoulpour ; and the impregnable fortress of Gwa- 
liar was secured against the Moghuls, by Tatar Khaun Saurung- 
khauny. Uhsseyne Khaun Lohauny was in possession of llavery, 
Rkbery, or Rewary; Kuttub Khaun of Etawah; and Aulium Khaun 
of Kalpy. Even Mahavtun, contiguous to the very subuibs of Agrah, 
still held out against Bkber, under Merghoub, one of the slaves, or 
body guards, of the late Sultan Ibrauhim. Kanouje, with the hole 
of the territory to the left of the Ganges, in that quarter, was in the 
hands of the Afghans, under the authority of Nesseir Khaun Lohauny, 
and the noted Fermully, who had indeed been no le.ss hostile to the 
government ofSAltan Ibrauhim. On the death of that monarch, they 
had availed themselves of the general dissolution of authority, to ex- 
tend their usurpation over many more of the adjoining districts; and 
they had recently, after conferring the dignity of Emperor on l*ahar 
Khaun, the son of Derria Khaun L6dy, with the title of Sultan Ma- 
hommed, advanced several marches in the direction of Agrah. 

The discontent which, notwithstanding the unparalleled munifi- 
cence of their sovereign, had already begun to make its appearance 
among the Moghul troops, was not a little aggravated by an unuau illy 
hot season, followed by an alarming contagious disorder; and thus, 

* Of sif'er of the weight of a dram and a half according to Perishtab ; about one shilling 
English according to Dow. t Translator. 
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influenced by their fears, and the consequent loss of judgment, great A. II nss. 

numbers of them disgracefully resolved to abandon the ensigns, under ^ 

. . . . Aualtazzel 

which they had been so signally victorious. At the same time, the 
major part of those who remained, equally discouraged by surrounding 
hostilities, by the insalubrity of the climate, the difheulty and hazard 
of their communications with the Indus, the tardy arrival of supplies, 
and the consequent scarcity of every article of consumption, became 
generally determined on the necessity of immediately withdrawing 
from Hindustaun. Yet, though the majority of the Ameirs longest 
in his service, and the oldest of his veterans, both by expression, and 
by indications that could not be misunderstood, in bis presence and 
among their associates, thus evinced a disposition little favorable to 
his magiianimous designs, saber, w'hose understanding and strength 
of mind were evidently of the very highest order, was not to be shaken 
from his purpose, and continued his exertions to consolidate his newly 
acquired power, without regarding either murmurs or expostulations. 

When, however, he found that this spirit of discontent had reached 
individuals the most intimate in his confidence, from whom he had 
nourished expectations extremely different, and that fortune seemed 
again disposed to exhibit some of her extravagancies at his expence; 
when he discovered that it had extended to Ahmedy Purwauntchei— 
the secretary — to Wully Khauzen — the treasurer — and more than all, 
to the veteran and experienced Khaujah Kullan Beg; who, in every 
conflict, in all his enterprizes, and particularly in this greatest of all, 
his Indian expedition, had uniformly expressed the most magnanimous 
resolution; and that each of them was now among the most forward, 
both by express declarations, and indirect hints, to urge the expedi- 
ency of quitting the country, the monarch finally determined to make 
it the subject of serious deliberation before a council of state. 

Before such council solemnly assembled, when he had previously 
addressed to them those wholesome admonitions for the guidance of 
their judgment, which from his acknowledged talents, he was so pre- 
eminently qualified to offer, Baber proceeded to explain, without 
reserve, the object of his most private views and meditations; and to 
expatiate on the folly and imbecility, on the first trifling inconve- 
oieiice, of relinquishing a conquest which had been achieved at the 
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expence of so much peraonal exertion, fatigue, and danger. Such a 
step he contended to be no less at variance with the dictates of com- 
mon prudence, than it was contrary to all those maxims which are 
known to contribute to the establishment of a great and powerful 
monarchy. Joy and sorrow, prosperity and adversity, as they are so 
closely allied, should, he alleged, be met with equal moderation— be 
taken together ; and when their present perplexities should cease to 
exist, he entertained not the smallest doubt that thek repose and en- 
joyment would be in full proportion. He therefore called upon them 
to resume that confidence which bad rendered them invincible, and 
to dismiss that refractory and discontented spirit, which was only cal- 
culated to produce groundless alarm and despondence. Such, how- 
ever, as were yet seriously disposed to return to their homes, and 
were not ashamed to exhibit a proof of degenerate spirit, so unworthy 
of their former renown, would find no obstacle on his part, and were 
perfectly at liberty to withdraw, whenever they thought proper. But 
for himself, relying on the native resources of his own yet unbroken 
mind, which he considered as a sure pledge that heaven was on his 
side, he declared it bis fixed and unalterable resolution to remain in 
Hindfistaun. 

This appears to have terminated all difference of opinion. The 
whole of the Ameirs united in declaring, that the arguments of their 
sovereign were founded in incontrovertible truth, ‘‘for the language 
of kings,” said they, “is the king of languages;” and they finally 
concurred in the resolution to maintain themselves in the country, in 
defiance of all exertion to expel them. Khaujah Kullan Beg, howe- 
ver, who had been warmer and louder than any one in his clamours 
for return, was permitted to indulge his inclination; undertaking at 
the same time, to be chargeable with the conveyance of the numer- 
ous presents set apart for the princes, and other distinguished person- 
ages at Kabhl, and in the neighborhood. In consideration of his for- 
mer meritorious service^* the city of Gheznein, together with Guer- 
deiz, or Gurdaiz, and the districts anciently the patrimony of Sfiltan 
Musskuud, was on this occasion conferred upon him in j^giieir; and, 
that he might not be without his portion in the conquered territory, 
the Purgunnab, or township of iCehraum, was moreover consigned to 
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him, in addition to the other marks of his sovereign’s bounty. Meir \.h. 034, 
Meiran was, however, the only officer of rank, who thought proper ^ t> iftan. 
to accompany him; and wiren he finally took his departure from ^’^**^“****' 
Agrah, on the twentieth of Zilhudje of the fiSSd of the hidjerah,* he 
is said to have written on the wall of one of the houses, a couplet 
importing, that if, after reaching the banks of the Indus once more 
in safety, be ever set foot again in the terriiory to the eastward of it, 
he wished it might be with the face ot a black man. 

The history of Baber, in this crisis of his fortune, furnishes one 
more splendid example that the man who forms his resolutions on 
the basis of discreet and prudent reflection, has seldom, if ever, failed 
in the issue, to advance himseit to the most distinguished station 
amongst his fellow creatures. For thus it happened when, with an 
army totally discouraged, and surrounded on ail sides by hostile na- 
tions burning for vengeance, that intrepid monarch, reh ing on the 
resources of his own mind, and the support of omnipotence, finally 
determined on fixing the seat of his government at Agrah, placed as 
it is in the very centre of Uindustaun ; and when, through the influ- 
ence of a vigorous, just, and liberal policy, and iu defiance of the most 
formidable obstacles, he gloriously succeeded in securing for it per- 
manent stability. The immediate etfect produced throughout the 
country, was, indeed, most fortunate and animating ; since many of 
the most powerful chieftains, as soon as they found that it \vas not 
his design, like I'eyin^r, to abandon his conquests, no longer hesita- 
ted to submit to the authority of the conqueror, and were immediate- 
ly enrolled among the vassals of the new sovereign. Among the 
must distinguished of these was Sheikh Gohrin, whose influence was 
so extensive that not less than three thousand others, of eminent note 
and respectability among the natives of the country, were immediately 
prevailed upon to follow, his example. Feyrouz Khaun, Sheikh Bay- 
ezzid, Mahmud Khaun Lohauny, and Kauzy Heya, are further enu- 
merated among the chiefs of distinction and importance, who claimed, 
on this occasion, the protection of the conqueror, and were shortly 
afterwards admitted to a distinguished share in his favor. Feyrouz 
Khaun, in particular, was remunerated by a jagueir of one krour of 

* 36Ui of September 1620. 



A.H.9S2. Tankahs,* in Jounpour, and Sheikh Bayezzid received an a8Mi|:n- 
^ ^0^1526. Q,. pension, of equal value on the territory of Oudah, or Oude. 

A similar assignment of ninety laks, on Ghauzipour, was conferred 
upon Mahmhd Khaun, and another of twenty laksf from the revenues 
of Jounpour, upon Kauzy Heya. 

Through these and similar measures of policy and conciliation, af> 
fairs, in a very short time, assumed such a character of security, repose, 
and happiness, as is to be experienced only under a government of per- 
manent stability. In making the preceding observations, the regular 
course of the narrative has been, however, anticipated by a period of 
some months; since the history now recedes to notice that, some days 
after the festival at the commencement of Sliavaul, a most sumptu- 
ous entertainment was given by the Tcheghat&ian monarch, in the 
palace of Sultan Ibrauhim at Agrah, where all classes of the people 
were again admitted to partake in the inexhaustible bounty of tliis 
most munificent prince. On this occasion, in addition to the gov- 
ernment of Hessaur Feyrouzah, already in his posst ssion, the pro- 
vince ofSumbuI,on the upper Ganges, was bestowed upon Homayiin; 
Ameir Hindh Beg being deputed to preside over that province in his 
name. The fortress of Sumbul was, however, at the same time, held 
in close siege by Beyn the Afghan, who had recently revolted against 
the authority of Baber; and it became expedient to employ a consi- 
derable foice, from among the troops in the Doaub, or peninsula of the 
Jumna and Ganges, under the Ameirs just mentioned, in order to 
restore obedience in that quarter. An advanced division of this force 
was opposed by the rebel in person, who was, however, in this early 
stage of the business entirely defeated, and compelled to fly ; and 
having forfeited every claim to indulgence, by his perfidious violation 
of engagements, nevj^r prospered afterwards. 

Having passed the rainy season, which in HindAstaun is that of 
spring, when the earth puts on its freshest verdure, in adjusting the 
affairs of his newly acquired possessions at Agrah, Baber, as the dry 
weather, and the period for warlike operations approached, entered 
into consultation- with his generals, wliether it would be most advisa- 
ble to proceed first to the eastward, in order to oppose the ambitious 
* Fivclaks of rupees, or about £60,000 sterling. f One lak of rupees, or about £12600< 
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designs of the Lohauni Afghans, who were advancing from Kanouje A. H.932. 
with a force of nearly fifty thousand horse, or direct his arms to the 
westward against Rana Sanka, who had recently reduced the fortress 
of Gundhkr, and seemed disposed to aim arobjects of still higher im> 
portance. After considerable debate, it was, however,- determined, 
since that chieftain bad been foremost in his expressions of zeal on the 
approach of the MoghAl army from Kabfil, to defer hostile operations 
against the R&na, until some means should have been adopted to ascer- 
tain more clearly the extent of his views; and, in the mean time, to 
direct the principal effort towards the subjugation of the turbulent 
Afghans. Baber, upon this, indicated his intention of taking upon 
himself the execution of the plan concerted against the latter power; 
but the young Homayfin expressing a desire to be employed on the 
service, and, at the same time, an adequate degree of confidence that 
he should be able to bring it to an honorable termination, provided 
the enterprize were consigned to his management, his ofier was ac- 
cepted of, with tokens of peculiar satisfaction. Orders were accord- 
ingly issued, that the troops employed under Auddel Sultan, Mahom- 
med Koukcltaush, Ameir Shah MunsOr Berlaus, and other command- 
ers, ill the reduction ot Dhoulpour, after wresting that government 
from Mahommed Zeitoun, and leaving it in charge of Sultan Jenneid 
Berlaus, should be conducted to join the prince royal in the direction 
of Beiaunah; while Ahmed Kaussem, with the Ameirs from Kalpy, 
were instructed to meet him at Tchundawer, or Chandour; Seyud 
Mchcdy Khaujah, the jaguirdaur, or feudatory chief, of Etkwah, again, 
with Mahommed Sultan Mirza, Shltan Mahommed Douldy, Mahom- 
med Ally Tchengtcheng, Abdullazziz master of the horse, and the 
troops engaged against Kfitthb Khaun, another Afghan chief who was 
in arms in that quarter, was also instructed to put himself under the 
orders of the Shahzkdah. 

Quitting A grab on the thirteenth of Zilkaudah, of the year nine 
hundred and thirty two,* Homayfin proceeded to encamp the first 
day at the distance of three khsse, or between six and eight miles from 
that city; and resuming his march on the succeeding days, continued, 
to make bis approach towards the enemy, who had, at this period,, 

* 2Utii of August J526. 
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A.H.933-98S. concentrated his force, and taken post at the station of JaujemotH 

A. D. under the authority of Nesseir Kbaun. Terrified, however, at the ad- 

Abikl Faszel. ,, . 

vanceof the young prince, the Afghan chiefs, when he was yet at the 

distance of fifteen k6s8e, hastily recrossed the Ganges, and retired in 
dismay towards Hurridewaiir, or Hurdwaur. Hoinayun pursued in 
the same direction; and having, partly by force, and partly by milder 
expedients, established the authority of his father in that quarter, he 
descended next to Jounpour, which, with the intervening territory, he 
in like manner brought into subjection, and restored to peace and se- 
curity. While he was on his return from this successful expedition 
he was joined at a place called Delmou, by Futtah Khaun Shirwauny; 
oneof themostdistinguishednohles under the latemonarchy,aiKl whose 
father had enjoyed under Sultan Ibrauhirn, the title of Aiizem Homay- 
fin. He was immediately aent on towards A grab, attended by Seyud 
Mehedy Khaujah, and Mahommed Sultan Mirza, and, on his arrival at 
the metropolis, experienced from Bkber the most gracious reception ; 
that monarch bountifully bestowing upon him the possessions of his fa- 
ther, together with assignments in addition, amounting to one hundred 
and six laks of Tartkahs.* He was, however, considerably disappoint- 
ed, that the title of Khaun-e-jahaun should have been conferred upon 
him, instead of that of Auzem Homayun, on which he had fixed his 
expectations. In the mean time, it was thought expedient, for obvious 
7 fcZS 0 :^, ‘that his son Mahmfid Khaun should be invited to continue 
his attendance at court, while be was himself permitted to repair to his 
jagueir. 

On the fourth of the month of SufTur, of the nine hundred and thirty 
third of the hidjerah,^ letters had been dispatched for the recal of Ho- 
mayun, who was instructed to commit the government of Jounpour to 
some of the Ameirs under his orders, and to repair without delay to 
the metropolis; it having been now ascertained that Rkiia Sanka, after 
collecting together an immense force from different parts of Hindfi- 
staun, was advancing with designs expressly hostiha towards the new 
government. These letters were entrusted to Mahommed Ally, the son 
of Meir Heyder, one of the royal equerries. In the mean time, Nizam 
Khaun the ruler of Beiaunah was brought over, through the influence 

* 63000 rupee*— equal to about £00260 •terliog. f 0th of November, 1520. 
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ef R^ffeia>ud>dein the Seffavdiian, to submit to the authority of B^ber; 
and that fortress was accordingly placed at the disposal of the Tche* 
ghat^ian generals. About the same crisis, Gwaliar was also delivered 
up, by Tatar Khaun, and Dhoulpour by Mabommed Zeitoun. Each 
of these obtained a compensation adequate to his wishes, and was hap- 
pily enabled to secure himself against any impending shock of adverse 
fortune,. The mother of the Ute Sultan Ibrauhim L6dy, had been some 
time since admitted among the ladies of Bkber*s Harram; but having 
been detected in a plot to destroy him, through the medium of some of 
the royal cooks, she was on the sixteenth of the former Rebbeia,* not 
undeservedly, nniiibered with the dead. Her accomplices were also 
made to atone for their perfidy under the hands of the executioner. 

Consigning the government of Jounpour, as he had been instructed 
todo. into the hands of Shah Meir Hussey ne, and Aineir Sultan Jenneid 
Berlaus, with Kauzy Heya, brought up from early life under the pro- 
tection of his father, as their counsellor, Homaydn, on receipt of his 
letters of recal, proceeded with all convenient expedition on his return 
towards Agrah. Sheikh Bayczzid, one of the HindAstauny Ameirs for- 
merly mentioned, was, on this occasion, invested with the government 
of Oude. But. as Kalpy remained still in possession of Aullum Khaun, 
and it was imperatively expedient, either by arms or negociation, to 
bring matters with this chief to some species of adjustment, the march 
of Homayun was so directed as to pass immediately through the terri- 
tory under his authority. In short, means were employed to op- rate 
so powerfully on the hopes and fears of this personage, that be was fin- 
ally prevailed upon to submit; and he accordingly consented to accom- 
pany the young prince to the court at Agrah, which he reached without 
further contingency, on the third day of the latter month of Rebbeia.'f 
W hile, on the other hand, affairs werS in this favorable train to the east- 
ward, advices were continually arriving from Mehedy Khaujah, who 
had assumed the command at Beiaunah, to urge the speedy attention of 
the sovereign anil his ministers, to the ambitious designs, and danger- 
ous progress of R&na Sanka. 

In a strain similar to that which arrested the notice of the reader in a 
recent page, the author again pauses to remark, that the happy mortal . 

* 20th of Oecember, 1626. t 0th of January 1527. 


A. H. 932 93S. 

A. D_1526-1527, 

Abfll Faziel. 



693 


A. H.933. on whose brows an alUgovcrning providence has fixed the diadem of 
Aba F Fttr I superior intelligence, and whose exertions are ever directed to execute 
the divine will of his Creator, cannot, in due time, fiul to enjoy the full 
fruition of every wish — to attain to a pre-eminence in human grandeur, 
far beyond all that can be estimated in the short sighted speculations 
of this nether world. Of this, what splendid proofs do we not discover, 
at every step, in the history of our illustrious Baber; whose prudence 
continually advanced in just proportion with his fortune, whose vigi- 
lance arose more conspicuously amidst the intoxication of accumula- 
ted victory, and whose justice, beneficence, and activity, in the dis- 
charge of his imperial functions, supported by an unshaken coiiBdencc 
in the Almighty, had no parallel, nor restraint, but in the consummate 
wisdom by which they were directed ! Hence also, when yielding to 
the suggestions of an arrogant spirit, the haughty liana Saiika, elated 
by an overstrained conception of his own prow'es^ of the multitude of 
bis troops, and the extent of his resources, began, by proceedings which 
could no longer be misunderstood, to unmask his daring and ambitious 
designs, and was making rapid advances towards Agrali, our dauntless 
M oghul, erecting bis bulwark of defence in the goodness of his maker, 
and little alarmed at the progress of what he seemed to consider an in- 
fatuated mob, on Monday the ninth of the former Jummaudy, of the 
nine hundred and thirty third of the hidjerah,* drew out of ApmIi to 
put himself at the -head of his troops — determined to proceed immedi- 
ately, in person, in order to crush the designs thus formed in the blind- 
ness of presumption, and matured in arrogance and folly. 

Having, however, encamped for a period of four days, in the neigh- 
borhood of the city, his march was hastened on the fifth, by the reports 
which continued to multiply upon him, of the progress ofthe enemy; 
who had, by -this time, possessed himself of the whole of the country 
round the fortress of Beiaunah, after repulsing, with considerable loss, 
the garrison of that place, under Mehedy Khaujah, which had made an 
attempt to restrain his depredations. The royal army now advanced 
to the plains of Meindahguhr, about midway between Agrah and Sek- 
ry. In the vicinity of the latter place, to the name of which a short 
time afterwards, in acknowledgement of his victory, be gave a Persian 

* loth of Februaiy, 1627. 
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«ignification, by changing' it into Shukkury ; and to which, at a period 
long subsequent for a similar reason, was added by Akbar, the appella- 
tive of Futtahpour — the city of victory — B^ber was well apprized that 
there existed a very spacious Talaub, Tank, or pond, and that there was 
scarcel 3 'anyothersupplyof water, within a reasonable distancethrough- 
out the whole district, than what was to be found in this Talaub. In 
order to secure this important position, which he conceived it extreme- 
ly probable that the enemy might make a rapid movement to seize, 
'\Iie Moghul monarch hastened forward with the whole of his force, on 
thf rif.'o'-iiih day of the month ;* dispatching Derwaish Mahommed 
S, (I. [camel driver], with a division in advance, in order to fix upon a 

< .'chi spot for the imperial encampment. The banks, of the lake 

M ■' ;.f. )i;.our,iiorealluded to, and described as an extensive and mag- 
iifc.-oi-t expanse of waters, ere chosen by that ^cer for the purpose; 
.u army a..cordirigly took jp its ground there, shortly after- 
- McIk y Kliaujah, with the garr-aon of Beiaunah, was now 
*, >.d join the imperial encampment; and Beg Meirek, an oflBcer 

. > 'g to the division of Homayun, was employed to procure intel- 

« 'filieenem}'. On the morning of the following day, the same 

toviud vith information, that the enemy w’as encamped one 
m Mic other side of Yessaour, and at the distance of eighteen 
''■•SSI t boin the position of the ^oyafarmy. The same day, Mehedy 
Khaiiyan, and Mahommed Sfiltan Mirza, with the garrison of Beiaun- 
ah, i 'lined the imperial head quarters at Sekry. 

i^’rom this period, a series of skirmishes daily took place between the 
Moghul light troops, and those of the Rkna, until the thirteenth of the 
latter Jummaudy, of the year 933 when, the position of the imperial 
army being now advanced to the neighborhood ot of Khanwah, a town 
at the foot of a hill, belonging to Beiaunah, and at the distance of two 
k6s8e from the enemy, it was announced that Rana Sanka, with the 
whole of his force was approaching, with the apparent resolution of giv- 
ing battle. 

On the nature of the force assembled against him on this occasion, 
B&ber, in the narrative of events written by himself, is alleged to state 
that by the feodatorial institutions of Hindfistaun, every department of 
• lOtii Februar/. f About six and thirty, or forty English miles. 1 16th March, 1527« 
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A. H.oss. the empire, producing the revenue of onefak [of rupees], was estimat* 
A. D 1527. furnish the contingent of one hundred horse ; that which produ- 

AbAl Fazzel. ^ Krour, or Krouh, as it is generally written, or one hundred laks, 
was considered to furnish ten thousand horse, equipped and armed for 
service. In other words, that every tenure of the annual value of one 
thousand rupees,* was bound to furnish one horseman for the service 
of the state, whenever required. Now the countries immediately sub- 
ject to the authority of R§Lna Sanka, were estimated to yield an annual 
revenue of ten Krour, and the force under his own family standard, on 
the occasion, might therefore be fairly set down at one hundred thou- 
sand horse. But to these must be added, the auxiliaries brought to his 
support, by a number of very powerful native chieftains, otherwise in- 
dependent of his authority. These were, in particular, Si^ildy, the ru- 
ler of Rkisein, Skrungpour, and the neighboring districts, whose quota 
was settled at thirty thousand horse; RkowiHi Oudy Sing, of Maugry, 
twelve thousand; Hussun Khaun,ofMeivaut, twelve thousand; Bah- 
ratmul, of Aydery, four thousand ; Nerpet Haudah, seven thousand; 

Setr&i Ketcby, six thousand ; the chief of Jorhel ; Beyram Deou, 

of Meirtah, four thousand; Nersing Deou Tchohaun, four thousand; 
and lastly, Mahmoud Kliaun, the son of Sliltan Sekunder Lod^, al- 
though without a foot of territory which he could call his own, yet in 
the hope ofrecovering the dignity of his ancestors, contrived on this oc- 
casion, to bring ten thousand horse into the field of battle— comprising 
altogether a promiscuous force of not less than two hundred thousand 
cavalry. 

Asssured of the actual approach of the enemy, in such formidable 
strength, the Tcheghatkian monarch proceeded without delay, to ar- 
range his troops for battl**; taking post himself, with those immediately 
attached to his person, in the Ghoul, which appears to have been in the 
centre of the rear line. Immediately to his rights were the divisions 
of Tchein Teymfir Shltan, and Mirza Sfiliman, with Khaujali Duast 
Khkowund, Youness Ally, Shah Munsfir Berlks, Derwaish Mahom- 
med Sarbaun, Abdullah Ketabdaur, and other officers. To the hft of 
the royal station, .were Allk-ud-dein, Sditan of Beblowulpour, Sheikh 
Zeyne, of Khowauf, Ameir Moheb Ally the son of Nizaim-ud-deinAlly 
* £125 sterliog, at two and six- pence to the rupee. 
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Khaleifah, Tereddy Beg, Sheirafkunn the son of Kouje Beg, and many \.H. nsa. 
other distinguished commanders. The wing of the first line was 
placed under the orders of Homayfin, and on his right flank, were ata<* 
tinned with their divisions, Kaussem HAsseyne Sultan, Ahmed Yiis- 
suf Oughlaktchei, Hindis Beg Koutchein, Khossrou Koukeltausb, 

Kowaum Beg Ordfi Shah, Wully Khauzen, Kara Kouzy, Peir Seies* 
tauiiy, Khaujah Pehlewaun Buddukhshy, and Abdulsh6kiir, with ma« 
ny other veteran warriors. To the left of the principal division of the 
right wing, were posted Meirhem, Mahommedy Koukeltausb, Khau> 
jeky Assud Jandaur, and some others. In the right wing were also 
stationed, the Hindustauny chieftains, including Khaun Khaunan, 

Dilawer Khaun, Melek Daoud Kerrerauny, and Sheikh Gouhrin. The 
left wing of the first line was consigned to the discretion of Seyud 
Mehedy Khaujah, with Mahommed Sultan Mirza, and other distin- 
guished captains ; and among these were also distributed, several more 
of the Hindfistauny chiefs, who had submitted to the Tcheghat&ian 
government; such as Jullaul Khaun, and Kuromaul Khaun, the sons of 
Sultan All^-ud-dein, with Ally Khaun, Sheikh zadah Fermully, Ni- 
zaum Khaun of Beiunah, and others not less distinguished for zeal and 
loyalty, than for undaunted courage. The Toulghama, or Toulagh- 
mah, a designation here applied to the advanced guard of the right 
wing, and composed entirely of Moghfil troops, was entrusted toTer- 
deikah, assisted by Melek Kaussem, the brother of Bkba Kushkab ; and 
the same guard for the left wing, consisting of household troops, was 
committed to Moumen Auttekab, and Rfistum, a Turkman officer. 

To complete his disposition, a line of carriages fastened together 
with iron chains, under the direction of Nizam-ud>dein Ally Khalei- 
fah, was extended, according to the practice of the Turkish armies, 
along the whole front, in order to cover the matchlockmen, and artille- 
ry, which were stationed some distance in advance. After assigning 
to the principal generals their respective stations in the line, Sfiltan 
Mahommed, the Bukhshy, placed himself near the person of his sover- 
eign, in order to receive his final instructions; which were to be circu- 
lated to the different divisions through the Tawatcheis and Yessawuls, 
[adjutant generals, and exempts] — the commanding generals being for- 
bidden to quit their posts, on any pretence, or to commence action 
without express orders to that purpose. 



A. H. 9S3. At the conclusion of the first watch in the morning, the batHe how» 

ever commenced, on the part of the enemy* by an attack of their left 
AbAlFazael. . .l j • • . • l ^ , "m , . 

wing, upon the division on the right of the Tcheghataian troops, under 

the orders of Khossrou KoukeItaush,.and Melek Kaussem, here, called 
the son of Bkba Kushkah. But Tchein Teym(ir Shltan, by command 
of his sovereign, immediately advancing to the support of the division 
attacked, the enemy were nobly repulsed by him, almost to the very 
rear of their centre. The honor of the succeeding victory was, there- 
fore, in a paramount degree ascribed to him, in consequence of this 
well executed and successful operation. The artillery of HomayOn’s 
division being, at the same time, carried forward by Mustafa, the Turk- 
ish officer in charge, occasioned dreadful havoc and no small confusion, 
in the ranks of the enemy by its well directed fire. But, as the enemy 
continued, however, to maintain the conflict, by perpetually bringing 
up fresh troops to the support of their broken squadrons, Baber found 
it necessary to employ the same expedient, in order to defeat them; and 
for this purpose, Kaussem Husseyne Shltan, Ahmed Yiissuf,and Kow- 
aum Beg; and after them, Hindh Beg Koutchin, and Mahommedy 
Koukeltaush, and Youness Ally, and Shah Munsfir Berlks, and Ab- 
dullah Ketabdaur, and Mahommed Khaleil Akhta Beggy, and many 
others, were ordered in succession to sustain the divisions engaged, 
and to repel the efforts of their adversaries. In the mean time, the 
right of the enemy was by no means unemployed, having made repeat- 
ed attempts upon the left wing of the Moghul army; in which it was as 
repeatedly foiled with infinite loss, by the equal firmness and skill of 
the opposing divisions. On this side they were also successively re- 
sisted by Moumen Auttekah, and Rfistum the Thrkomaun, supported 
by Moulla Mahmhd, and Ally Auttekah Pashleik, belonging to the di- 
vision of Ally Kbaleifah; and, latterly, by Mahommed Sfiltan Mirza, 
Auddel Shitan, Abdulazziz Meir Aukhor, or master of the horse, KAt- 
Ifig Kuddum Kerawul, or captain of videttes, Mahommed Tcheng- 
cheng, and many others who eminently signalized themselves oh this- 
memorable occasion. 

• When the fate of the battle had been, however, thus held in suspense 
to a late hour in the day, through the superior numbers of the enemy, 
the household troops of the empire, who, like tigers in their chains, had- 
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been hitherto kept in reserve, behind the line of carriages, received or- A. H. oss. 
ders to defile by the right and left of the centre division, and, leaving 
the station of the harquebussiers also on either hand between them, 
to advance and take their part in the conflict. Finding themselves at 
length let loose from restraint, these chosen warriors hastened accord- 
ingly to indulge their eagerness for blood, and threw themselves like 
beasts of prey among the squadrons of the enemy; while Ally Ktily, 
that miracle of the age, with his artillery immediately in advance of the 
imperial station, opened a tremendous discharge of all the materials of 
destruction upon their thickest ranks. Such was the crisis of affairs, 
when orders were also issued that the guns of the centre division 
should be moved forward, Baber, in person, at the same moment, ad- 
vancing directly upon the front of the enemy; and this decisive move- 
ment being observed by the remainder of the Tcheghataian troops, the 
whole at once now rushed. forward, eager to share in the sanguinary 
strife.. 

Before the day had finally closed, the two wings of the enemy's ar- 
my were so completely beaten back by the Tcheghatiiians, that they 
were thrown tr>gether, in one confused and unwieldy mass, upon their 
centre; in w hich state they were so vigorously pressed by their victo- 
rious antagonists, that, deriving courage from despair, they made a fu- 
rious effort to disengage themselves. In their turn, they were, for a 
moment, eminently successful, having borne down upon the flanks of 
Baber's centre division, in such a manner as to be at one time extreme- 
ly close upon bis person. But no effort could prevail over the unsha- 
ken firmness, and intrepid resistance of the monarch and his veteran 
bands. The enemy, no longer permitted to rally, were left without al- 
ternative, and 6nally quitted the field of battle in the utmost conster- 
nation.. 

The contest having thus terminated in victory to the standard of the 
Moghitls, and the enemy been dispersed, like the sands of the desert 
before the whirlwind of the storm, B^ber, after offering up to the divine 
majesty the usual tribute of thanksgiving, and pursuing the fugitives 
in person to the distance of about a k6sse from the field of battle, some 
time after night fall returned to bis camp; having dispatched Mahom- 
medy Koukeltau&h, Abdulazziz, master of the horse, and various pther 
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A. H. 033. commandf’rs, to continue the pursuit of R&na Sanka, who had contriv- 
AlTAl ' Falzt T tot-fTect his escape from the scene of consternation. Theslau«[h* 
ter oC tlie enemy, during the battle and pursuit, was very considerable; 
and many thousands of their wounded were trampled to death, by the 
cavalry of the victors. Of their chiefs, in particular, Hussun Khaun 
Meivauty fell by a musquet shot; and Raowul Ondi Sing, Maunek- 
tchnnd Tchohaun, Rai Tchunderhaun, Velpet Rui, Guiigu, Kerem 
Sing, Dounger Sei, with many others of distinguished rank, were also 
numbered with the slain. 

Since it was not in the destiny of the fugitive Rana to fall into the 
hands of his pursuers, the officers employed on that service returned 
without their object, and F3aber expressed some dissatisfaction, as if 
they had not sufficiently exerted themselves on the occasion; but, more 
especially, regretting that he should have suffered an opportunity so 
•singularly favorable to escape, by entrusting that to the execution of 
others, which he could have so easily undertaken in his own person. 
Sheikh Zeyne, the Suddur, a man of distinguished talents in the court 
of Baber, has recorded the date of this important victory in the sen- 
tence “Futtah-Padshah-isslaum — " The monarch of the true faith tri- 
umphant — ” the Persian characters of which numerically applied will 
furnish the total 933 ; and what is considered further remarkable, the 
very same discovery was made at Kabul, by Ameir Gaissou. Accord- 
ing to a statement of the emperor’s in the commentaries written by 
himself, a similar circumstance occurred after the conquest of Dibal- 
pour; two different persons, at a considerable distance apart, having re- 
corded the date of that event in the same sentence. Be this, however, 
as it may, the victory of Khanwa was considered of sufficient import- 
ance, to terminate for the present all operations against Rana Sanka 
and the countries subject to his authority, for the more immediate pur- 
pose of reducing Meivaut. 

In the mean time, it was found expedient to detach a body of troops 
under Mahommed Tchengteheng, Sheikh Gouhrin, and Abdulmul(!tk 
Kourtchei, against Eliauss Khaun; who was at the head of an insur- 
rection in the countries between the Jumna and Ganges, had taken 
possession of the town of Koul, perhaps Coel, and laid the governor, 
an officer of the name of Gunjuk Ally, in irons. On the approach of 
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the MoghAl detachment, the insurgent, however, thought fit to ab- 
scond without opposing any resistance; but by the time that the im- 
perial standard bad returned to the metropolis of Agrah, he bad fallen 
into the hands of his pursuers, and being conveyed to the presence of 
B&ber, was immediately condemned to suffer the punishment of re- 
bellion. There was nothing further, now, to divert the attention of the 
Tcheghat&ian monarch from his previous design against Meivaut, 
which he proceeded to carry into execution without delay. He ac- 
cordingly again quitted Agrah for that purpose ; and on the sixth of 
Rudjub, of the year nine hundred and thirty-three,* he encamped at 
the head of his army, in the neighborhood of Alour, or Alwer, the then 
seat of government of the Khaims of Meivaut. The whole province 
was reduced, shortly afterw'ards, without apparent difficulty, being des- 
tined as an augmentation to the territorial possessions already conferred 
upon Homayun. Baber then returned to Agrah, his attention being 
next required towards the countries on the Ganges, eastward ; where 
his authority had as yet been very imperfectly established. 

It being, however, still imperative upon the sovereign to provide, 
under every change,for the security of his more distant governments of 
Kabul and Buddukhshaun, and the latter having in effect been confer- 
red upon Hcmuybn, ever since the natural demise of Khauu Mirza, in 
the 9l7tli of the hidjerah, that prince, on the ninth of Rudjub of the 
current year,f when within three kosseof Alwer, was permitted to take 
his departure for the countries to the westward of the Indus; and, on 
the same day, his royal father completed his arrangements towards re- 
pressing the insolence, and extinguishing the power of Beyn, the re- 
fractory Afghan, who had contrkved, during the recent hostilities with 
R&na Sanka, to make himself master of Luhknou. For the execution 
of these measures, Kaussem llusseyne Sultan, Melek Kaussem the 
son of Bkba Kushkah, Abul Mahommed Neizabauz, and Husseyne 
Khaun, together with the Hinddstauny Ameirs, Ally Khaun Fermul- 
ly, Melek Daoud Guerrerauny, and Tatar Khaun, entitled Khauii-e- 
jahaun, were shortly afterwards, dispatched under the orders of Ma- 
hommed Shitan Mirza. The Afghan chief, however, no sooner heard 
of the march and destination of these commanders than he instantly 
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A. H. r33-035. determined on abandoning his usurpations, and he accordingly betook 
himself again, for some time at least, to the life of a wanderer. 

Towards the conclusion of the year, Baber amused himself in mak* 
ing a circuit of the country about Futtahpour and Baury, after which 
he returned to Agrah ; and in the beginning of the nine hundred and 
thirty>fourth ofthehidjerah, he proceeded on an excursion towardsKoel, 
and from thence to the sportingcountryofSumhul,the romantic moun- 
tainous district of which he explored with sensations of peculiar de- 
light. On his return to Agrah, soon afterwards, we find him proceed- 
ing, on the twenty-eighth of SuflTur,* in his yacht along the Joun, or 
Jumna, to meet the princesses Fakher-e-jahaun Begum, and Khadei- 
jah Sdltan Begum, who were on their way to his presence from Kabul. 
In the mean 'time, reports were continually conveyed to him of the 
force collecting under Meydeny K&i, the Rajah of Tchundeiry, and 
of the formidable preparations making, after ail, by Rana Sanka, for the 
renewal of hostilities ; and hence his determination, without further 
delay, to turn his arms once more to the southward. A force of about 
eight thousand men, under the orders of Tchein Teroiir Sultan, from 
Kalpy, was accordingly employed, in the first instance to attack the 
fortress of Tchuudeiry ; and on the seventh of the former Jummaudy,"^ 
the reduction of that place was accomplished with circumstances 
briefly stated to have been satisfactory to the mind of the conqueror — 
that is to say, according to Ferishtah, after the exhibition of one of 
those appalling acts of self-devotion, so frequently ascribed to the 
superstitious Radjpouts. The town of Tchundeiry, with the territory 
dependent upon it, was immediately bestowed upon Ahmed Shah, the 
sonof Sfi-UanNausscr-ud-dein, formerly sovereign of Malwa; and on the 
eleventh of the month, Baber with his court returned towards Agrah. 

On the authority of certain writers of the highest respectability, we 
are here informed that previous to the departure of the imperial stand- 
ard for Tchundeiry, on this occasion, the Rana, that is Rana Sanka, of 
Oudipour probably, waspreparing to lay siege to Eiritch, Ebritch, or 
Ebreije, it is difficult to say which, an officer in the service of B&ber 
having taken the precaution to secure the place against him. Just, 
however, as tbeRkna was about to break ground against the defences of 
* 22d of Koveniber. t 2UUi of January. 
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the town, one of the sages of ancient times appeared to him at night in 
a dream, and in a form so terrific, that he awoke in the utmost dismay, 
and instantly raised the siege. From the effect of this affright, he never 
recovered, and he died not long afterwards.* 

The imperial troops had crossed the river of Bdrhanpour,one of those 
probably, which run into the Jumma, south of the Tchumbul, when 
intelligence reached Baber that Marrouf, and Beyn, and Bayezzid, 
the Afghans, were again in arms on the Ganges; and that the royal offi- 
cers had abandoned Kanouje, and withdrawn to Raibery. In con- 
sequence of this retreat, the Afghans had been encouraged to ad- 
vance, and had taken the fortress of Shumsabad from Abul Mahom- 
med Neizabauz. It became, therefore, necessary that the march of 
the imperial troops should be immediately directed to that quarter. 
But the moment the advanced parties of the troops appeared in sight, 
the son of Beyn, who was in command at Kanouje, thought fit in his 
turn, to abandon that ancient city to its fate ; whilst the father, and his 
associates in rebellion, on information that the Moghuls were ap- 
proaching, suddenly crossed the Ganges to the left, or eastern bank ; 
and taking post opposite to Kanouje, prepared to defend the passage 
against the imperial armies. On the third of Mohurrem, of the year 
nine Imndred and thirty-five,* Mirza Askery, who had been sum- 
moned from Kabul previous to the expedition against Tchundeiry, 
joined the army on its march to the north-east; and on the tenth of 
the same month, the royal standard was displayed at Gwaliar. B&ber 
devoted the forenoon of the day on which he arrived, to survey the se- 
veral structures erected by the Rajahs Bikramajit, and Maun Sing, 
and the curious antiquities formerly to be seen about that celebrated 
fortress. On the twenty-fifth of month, he reached the metropolis of 
Agrah. 

There appeared now at the seat of government, a more than ordina- 
rily numerous assemblage of nobility, both Moghul and Hindustauny; 
and Bkber, anxious to repress the growing refractory spirit, and to res- 
tore tranquillity in the provinces to the eastward, gladly embraced the 
opportunity of holding a grand council of state, in order to deliberate 
00 the measures best calculated for the attainment of an object so de* 
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A. H. 935. sir^ble. And it was, on full discussion, here determined, that Mirza, 

® powerful division of troops should, in the Bret 
instance, be dispatched in that direction ; and that the officers already 
serving on the other side the Ganges, should be instructed to co>oper* 
ate with him, with all the force at their disposal. In concurrence with 
these views, Mirza Askery received his dismission from court on the 
seventh of the latter Rebbeia, of this year;* Bkber himself proceeding, 
at the same time, on a hunting party towards Dhoulpour. But, on the 
third of the former Jummaudy.t receiving intellig>^nce that Mahmiid, 
the son of Eskunder L6dy, had taken possession of Bahar, and was 
otherwise engaged in designs of hostile and turbulent ambition, he 
suddenly relinquished the amusements of the chase, and returned to 
Agrah, resolving to proceed immediately, in person, to the territory on 
the Ganges. 

In the mean time, dispatches from Buddukhshaun arrived to an> 
nounce that Homayun, accompanied by Sultan Aweiss, and an army 
of nearly fifty thousand men, assembled from different quarters, was 
preparing to march against Samarkand ; but that a negocialion for peace 
was still on foot between the contending parties. Without a moment’s 
delay, a letter was transmitted from his father to the prince, enjoining 
him, if matters had not already been carried to an extremity which pre> 
eluded accommodation in any shape, to agree for the present to any 
sort of terms that might be attainable; until an adjustment of his differ* 
ences with the powers of Hind^staun, of which there w'as no distant 
prospect, should enable him to vindicate, in person, his just right to the 
dominions of his ancestors. And for this purpose, Homajun was fur* 
ther instructed to keep the troops of his government in constant rea- 
diness to join the imperial standard, immediately on its arrival. These 
dispatches were accompanied by a mandate requiring the immediate 
presence of Hindal Mirza in Hindflstaun, and an ordinance including 
the province of Kabul, among the departments more immediately -at- 
tached to the imperial exchequer. 

On the seventeenth ofthesame month of Jummaudy,$ B&ber crossed 
the Joun, or Jumna, on his march to the eattwardi and on the same 
day, the agents of Nussrut Shah prince ofBengliiah, were introduced 
• lOtb of December 1528. t lOtb of January.’ 1 2atb of January. 
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to him, with some very valuable presents, and assurances of homage A. II. 935. 

. A. D 

and attachment, on tlie part of thtir master. On the nineteenth of the 

latter Jummaudy,* Mirza Askery joined the imperial standard, now 
planted on the banks of the Ganges; and he'received orders to proceed 
with his division downwards along the opposite, or left bank, of that 
river. In the neighborhood of Kurrah, intelligence was happily an- 
nounced of the entire subversion of the ephemeral power erected in 
Bahar, by the son of Sultan Eskunder Lody. The imperial army con- 
tinued, however, to prosecute its march through the territory ofGhh- 
zipour, finally encamping at Bhoujepour and Patnah. Having deter- 
mined here to confer the government of Bahar upon Mirza Mahommed 
Zemaun, the mind of Baber appears to have been set at rest, with res- 
pect to the affairs of that province and of Bengal; and we find him 
accordingly, on the fifth of Ramzaun,‘|‘ directing his march to crush 
the ambitious projects of the two rebellious Afghans, Beyneand Bay- 
ezzid. For this purpose he proceeded towards Seird^r, in the territory 
of which the rebels appear to have given battle to the imperial army, 
and to have been signally defeated; after which, having surveyed, or 
made a tour through, Jereid and Sekunderpour, and satisfactorily ad* 
justed all his affairs in thisquarter, Baheragain returned tow'ards Agrah. 

When the heir apparent, Homaybn, had continued for a twelvemonth 
to reside in his government of Buddukhshaun, he became suddenly 
seized with an inclination, which he could no longer resist, to return to 
the presence of his father. Leaving that province, accordingly, in 
charge of MeirS6ltan A weiss, who was the father-in-law of Mirza SA- 
liman, he proceeded on his journey with so much celerity, that he 
reached Kabul in one day. There, at the Eidgah, he met with Mirza 
Kamraun, who had also unexpectedly arrived from Kandahaur, on the 
same day, and to whom, on expressing some surprise at his appearance, 
he alleged the irresistible impulse by which he felt himself driven to 
return into Hindustaun. Previously dispatching Mirza Hindal from 
Kabul, notwithstanding his recent instructions, to superintend the 
safety of Buddukhshaun, Homayun then prosecuted his journey to- 
wards Agrah, which he also reached with more than ordinary expedi- 
tion; entering the presence of his father and mother, at a moment 
* 27tb of February. t 12tb of May. 
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A. H. 935. when, little aware of his approach, they were conversing on the subject 
of their favorite son. His presence appears to have produced the most 
sensible pleasure; and although, with the nionarch on the throne, every 
day may be considered as a day of festivity, that of bis arrival on this 
occasion, became one of unprecedented rejoicing, and of a most sump- 
tuous general entertainment, in the royal palace of Agrah. 

On this subject, we are however informed, on the testimony of Mirza 
Heyder the author of the Tarikh-resheidy, that Homayhn did not, as 
generally represented on the occasion, quit his province without per- 
mission ; but, as appears most probable, that he received his father’s 
orders to repair into Hindiistaun, leaving his government in charge of 
Fakeir Ally, one of his subordinate Ameirs. But, at all events, as the 
death of Mirza Anwar, one of his sons, had occurred just at the same 
crisis, the arrival of Homayun afforded the most seasonable consola- 
tion to the afflicted father; and would in aH probability have been hail- 
ed with welcome, even though he might have presented himself an 
uninvited guest at his fathei’s gate. He continued to reside for some 
time at court, the almost inseparable associate of his father’s cares and 
enjoyments; and the elder prince was otten heard to declare, that as a 
companion, Homayun was without his equal. Indeed it has been ac- 
knowledged, that perfect humanity, politeness, or courtesy, is a phrase 
that in one word would exactly comprehend the character of this illus- 
trious prince. 

It became, however, no sooner known that he had quitted Duddukh- 
shaun for India, than Sultan Skeid Khaun, one of the princes of Kash- 
gh^r, although connected by the ties of blood, and although he had 
partaken most liberally in the hospitalities of Baber’s court, could yet 
be prevailed upon, at the invitation of Siiltan Aweiss, and other nobles 
of the province, to undertake an expedition into that country; com- 
mitting his capital ofYaurkenn, or Yaurkund, to the care of one of his 
officers of the name of Khorsheid Khaun. Fortunately, before he 
could enter Buddukhshaun, Mirza Hindal had arrived, and throwing 
himself immediately into the fortress of Zuffer, there for three months 
successfully resisted alt the efforts of the Khaun, to reduce him. In 
short, the invader finding his views thus early anticipated, was con- 
strained to return into Kasbghar soon afterwards, without deriving the 
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smallest advantage from his exertions. In the mean time, a report had 
been circulated at Agrah, that the troops of Kashgii&r had succeeded in 
obtaining possession of Biiddukhshaun ;• in consequence of which, 
Khaujah Khaleifah was directed to-proceed immediately into that pro- 
vince, in order to re'cstablish the authority of his master. But as that 
officer through some plea of inexperience, or misconception, demurred 
to the undertaking. Bkber conceived it of sufficient importance, and 
perhaps from a consideration that it had been lost through his derelic- 
tion, to be proposed to Homayiin, who still resided with his father. 
The prince, however, thought proper also to decline it; alleging that 
after having already suffered so severely from the sorrows of separation, 
he had made a vow never more, with his consent, to quit the royal 
])resence. He added, nevertheless, that if his interference was still con- 
sidt red indispensably necessary, he had no alternative but obedience. 

Such obstacles having occurred in his previous selection, Baber ul- 
timately fixed upon Mirza Suliman the son of Mirza Khaun, w'ho was 
accordingly dispatched, without delay, towards Buddukhshaun ; let- 
ters being, at the same time, transmitted to Sultan Saeid Khaun, ex- 
pressive of surprise and regret at a conduct, on his part, so repugnant 
to the claims offormer friendship. They further announced that, Mirza 
Ilindal being now recalled, Mirza Sdliman had been sent to supersede 
him, with a demand that if the Khaun yet retained any regard for the 
obligations of good faith, he would immediately deliver the province 
into the hands of the said Mirza Suliman, for whom the Moghdl prince 
professed a father's afffection. On the other hand, should the destiny 
of the Khaun unfortunately lead him to persist in his scheme of usur- 
pation, BSiber, on his part, formally declared, that he had resigned all 
pretensions of his own, in favor of the claims of hereditary succession ; 
and for the residue, the Khaun must of course judge for himself. The 
province of Buddukhshaun, as we have already seen, had, however, 
been entirely relieved from the presence of the invader, even before 
Mirza Sdliman Could reach KabCtl; so that, on his actual arrival in the 
country, he was immediately put in possession of the government, by 
M irza Hindal, in exact conformity with the imperial instructions; after 
which the latter prince, without further delay, took his departure for 
II indhstaun. 

4 X 
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A. H.937. We come nowtothe concluding events of the reign of Bkber. Having 

AbAi for a period of some duration, to reside with his father, Ho- 

maydn at last obtained permission to proceed to his jkgueir; the terri- 
tory of Sumbul, on the other side of the Ganges almost due east of 
Dehly. Here, after an agreeable and pleasing abode of six months, he 
W'as, however, at the expiration of that period, seized with a debilita- 
ting attack of fever and ague ; and as the disorder threatened to be of te- 
dious duration, his father became considerably alarmed at the intelli- 
gence. In these circumstances, he sent to desire that the prrnce would 
return without a moment’s delay to the city of Dehly ; from whence he 
would be able without either inconvenience or fatigue, to complete his 
journey to Agrah by water, on the Jumna. The prince repaired, ac- 
cordingly forthwith, to Agrah, in the hope ot deriving that aid in the 
removal of his complaint, which was to be expected from the superior 
and united skill of the physicians of the metropolis; but all appeared 
unavailing to produce the desired relief. 

Still anxious,tothe last degree, for the restoration of his son to health, 
Baber, accompanied by some of the most intelligent members of his 
court, had seated himself one day on the bank of the Jumna, opposite 
to the city — his thoughts and conversation exclusively bent on the pos- 
sibility of yet devising some expedient to bring about what had hitherto 
so cruelly baffled all their efforts. Mcir A bdlbukka, distinguished for 
his genius and acquirements among the most learned men of the age, 
here ventured to suggest, that in his researches among the v orks of an- 
cient writers, he had seen it some where or other recommended, in 
cases of malady which had otherwise defeated the exertions of human 
skill, by the formal oblation of something pre>eminently valuable 
among the possessions of this world, to endeavour to propitiate the aid 
of omnipotence. The affectionate parent immediately remarked, that 
in the eyes of Homaykn, be did not believe there existed on earth, 
any consideration mure valuable than the life of his father. That life 
he expressed himself at any time perfectly prepared to sacriBce tor his 
preservation; and it was therefore, on his part, no extraordinary effort 
of paternal zeal, if without a moment’s hesitation, he now solemnly of- 
fered it up before the throne of God’s glory, in the hope that it would 
not be unaccepted ofin propitiation forthe safetyof Homayun. Kbau- 
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jah Khaleifah, and the other courtiers, upon this proceeded to ob- A. !l 037. 

serve that, under the blessinij of providence, there could vet be little ^—1. 

. 1 • t e I III •• Fazzol 

doubt of the prince s tinal restoration to iiealth, and of his attaining to 

the utmost limits of the age of man^ without abstracting, in any degree, 
from the lifeot his royal father. They therefore remonstrated in du- 
tiful language w'ith their sovereign, on the severe and melancholy turn 
which he had been indured to give to the suggestions of Abulbukka; 
which they could assure him, indicated nothing further than the appro- 
priation to rel'gious purposes of some article, in treasure or jewels, ade- 
quate, in some degree, to the value of what he was so naturally anx- 
ious to preserve. And in this view they ventured to demanfl, what,as 
an oblation could be better calculated than that inestimable jewel, the 
diamond which had become his property, on the defeat of Sultan Ibrau- 
him; and w’hich he had, with such parental indulgence, consigned to 
Ilomayun ? 

The filial tenderness of the monarch w’as, however, not to be with- 
draw'ti from its object — he persisted in maintaining that no earthly 
possession could be put in competition w'iih the health of Ilomayun 
— that he could no longer remain a patient w itness of his sufferings — 
and that his resolution was unalterably taken, to make the solemn 
tender of his own life, as a willing sacrifice for the preservation of his 
son’s. But in order to prove himself as good as his word, he immedi- 
ately retired from the circle, and betaking himself to his oratory, or 
chamber of prayer, he there, after having performed the course of devo- 
tions prescribed, perhaps, on an occasion so solemn, made a formal and 
humble offer to resign himself immediately into the hands of death, in 
exchange for the restoration of his son. He concluded the singular 
ceremony by passing, with slow and solemn step, three times round the 
couch of Homayun; and it is asserted, that in the effect produced upon 
himself, he experienced instant proof that his vows were accepted; and 
that a change, as sudden as favorable, taking place in the complaint of 
Homayfin, he was very shortly afterwards restored to perfect health. 

Subsequent to this act of parental self-devotion, the health of B^ber 
manifestly declined; until at last, perceiving that the symptoms of disso- 
lution were rapidly advancing upon him, he thought he could no long- 
er defer calling together the principal officers of state, in order to re- 
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A. H.937. ceive his final instructions. In their presence taking the hand ofHo- 

publickly declared that prince sole heir to his crown, 
and all that belonged to it; at thesametime.placinghimupoothethrone, 
and causing himself to be laid on his couch at the foot of it. After this, 
addressing himself to Khaujah Khaleifah, Kumber Ally Beg.Tereddy 
Beg, and Hindfi Beg, and in general to the whole concourse of Ameirs 
assembled on this occasion, he employed every argument that wisdom 
could devise, and experience suggest, to promote their welfare both 
here and hereafter. Above all things he admonished them, by a strict 
and uniform administration of substantial justice ; by a liberal attention 
to the demands of the distressed, and the claims of the deserving; b}' a 
paternal regard and unceasing watchfulness over the happiness of the 
people; by a generous indulgence towards the errors of the repentant, 
a merciful forbearance towards the crimes of guilt, and an attentive 
encouragement to the assiduity of all entrusted with the business of 
thestate — and, finally,by depressing the insolence of pride, and disarm- 
ing the hand of the oppressor, to ensure the blessing of omnipotence 
upon all their undertakings. To Homaybn, in particular, as a circum- 
stance of vital importance to the prosperity of his government, he stre- 
nuously recommended, however deeply he might find himself injured 
by their conduct, to beware of prosecuting any design of vengeance 
against his brothers; and to this particular in his father's dying injunc- 
tions is, indeed, to be ascribed that singular forbearance, under repeated 
aggression, with which, to the last, Homayiin continued to demean 
himsi If with respect to those brothers ; as will be distinctly seen here- 
after, when we come to treat of the events of his reign. 

It appears, in the mean time, that while the dying monarch was lan- 
guishing in the last stage of his illness, Meir Khaleifah, haunted by his 
apprehensions of the ill-wtllof Homayfin, employed thewholeofhisin- 
iluenceand.aulhority, in order to secure the throneof HindAstaun forMe- 
hedy Khaujah; who, on his part, from that avidity for power so deeply 
implanted in the human mind, seemed sulficiently disposed to enter 
into his views. But,, yielding before it was too late to the wiser coun- 
sels of those who were qualified to.look deeper into futurity, Meir Kha« 
leifah was afterwards induced to abandon his visionary designs. The 
Khaujah was, however, interdicted from appearing at court, the peor 
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pYe were, by public proclamation, forbidden to frequent his house, and 
justice was ultimately allowed to ta^e its course in favor of legitimate 
succession. 

That event which had, however, been for some time anticipated, at 
last came to pass in the death of Bkber ; who finally bid adieu to this 
world, with all its perfidious follies and unsubstantial glories, on the 
sixth of the former Jummaudy, of the nine hundred and thirty-seventh 
of the hidjerah,* at one of the villas erected by him on the banks of 
the Jumna. The phrase “ Homayhn was the heir to his dominions,’* 
exhibits in Persian characters, precisely the era of his demise: but to 
unfold the catalogue of his various excellencies would, according toour 
author, require many a volume. To bring, however, his manifold vir- 
tues within the compass of a few words, it is alleged, that he possessed 
in the highest perfection the eight primary qualities essentially neces- 
sary to the support of imperial power. These were, in the first place, 
ascendancy of fortune. 2udly, magnificence in design. Srdly, talents 
to concert, and vigor to execute any plan of conquest. 4thly, opulence. 
5thly, indefatigable zeal in promoting the general prosperity ot the 
countries subject to bis power. Gthly, genuine, and unaffected anxi- 
ety for the repose and welfare of his people, 7fhly, the faculty of ren- 
dering his soldiers contented w'ith their lot. And Sihly, firmness to 
restrain them from violence. With respect to his several acquirements, 
in whatever was useful, orornamental, it is stated, in the first place, that 
he was pre-eminently skilled in the art of penmanship, according to the 
different methods then in practice; and his talents forcomposition, both 
in verse and prose, were of the very highest order, but more particular- 
ly inTurkish poetry; in which he wrote a Diw'aun, or collection of odes, 
distinguished for peculiar elegance and harmony of style, and furnish- 
ing a variety of thoughts equally striking and original — or, perhaps 
this was a separate tract, included in the collection, under the title of 
MOzaumin-e-tauzah. The MessnCki-moubein, or Messniii illustrated, 
a poem of the didactic class eminently esteemed by the learned, has 
also been ascribed to him ; and the Ressaulah Waleidiah of Khaujah 
fihraur, an admired moral treatise, the father’s legacy perhaps, was ren- 
dered by him into very pleasing and elegant verse. Last of all, it is, 
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r , .. 1.^'* *? ■ Icsseloquent than elaborate, he wrote the memoirs ot his own reien, 
Abai Fazzd. , . . ® 

from his accession to the period of his demise; which, in the judgment 

of his panegyrist, might well serve as a permanent model for the imita> 
tion of every sovereign, of every age and country — an exemplar, which 
from its accuracy of reasoning,and the j ustn'-ss of iis ronceptions, must 
ever continue eminently useful to all that may be any way amliitious 
to profit by the lessons of experience, and the admonitions of genuine 
■wisdom. This instructive performanee,so admirably calculated to point 
the way to every gradation of human granderr, was afterwards trans- 
lated into Persian by Mirza Jaun, the son of the celebrated Beyram 
Khaun, in the thirty-fourth yearofthe reign of Akbar; by command of 
that illustrioiis monarch, on his return from an expedition to Kabul and 
Kasbmeir. Baber was, moreover, a considerable proficient in music; 
and there were, in the time of the author, some Persian songs compo- 
sed by him in a very pleasing style. 

In proof, it may be supposed, of his convivial disposition, we arc 
further told, that on the side of a hill, a little way from the city of K a- 
bul, he formed a small tank, or cistern, of red granite, which he fre- 
quently caused to be filled with wine, while the most beautiful maid- 
ens were engaged to sing and dance around it. On the sides of the cis- 
tern were sculptured some lines in Persian, to the followir.g purport: 
“ Sweet is the return of the new year” — “ Sweet the smiling spring” — 
“ Sweet is the juice of the mellow grape” — “ Sweeter far the voice of 
love” — “Strive O! Bkber to secure the enjoyments of life” — “which, 
“alas ! once departed, will nevermore return ” 

As an instance of intuitive sagacity in this illustrious prince, Fer- 
islitah also relates, that when Sheikh Zeyne the Suddur,* to a question 
with respect to his age, quaintly replied, that seven years since, he 
was forty, five years afterwards he was still forty, and that he was yet 
not less than forty years of age, the monarch alone instantly compre- 
bendeil his meaning; which implied nothing more, than that the smaller 
roust always be contained in the larger number. By the same authori 
we are at the same time informed, that to the practice introduced by 
this intelligent monarch of measuring the distances from place to place, 

* Metropolitan. 
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during his frequent marches, and liunting excursions, India was in* 
debted for a more accurate knowledge on that head, and for the means 
of acquiring that knowledge. This he obtained by making use of a 
Tennaub, or surveying cord, forty guzz, or eighty feet in length, one 
hundred such Tennaubs making the royal kosse, or Indian league, of 
those days; which continued the statute admeasurement to the com- 
mencement of the reign of Jaliangueir — and, estimating the guzz* at 
twenty four inches, would be about equal to one English mile, a half, 
twenty six yards, and two feet, at 176O yards to the mile. 

Babtr left four sons, and three daughters, whose names are preserved 
in the following enumeration ; Mahommed Homayun who succeeded 
to his pow’er — Kamraun Muza — Asskery Mirza — and Hindal Mirza. 
I'he daughters were Gfklrung Begum — Gultchehrah Begum — and Gfil- 
buddun Begum — all three by the same mother. We shall finally re- 
mark that he concluded his earthly career at the age of forty seven years, 
ten months, and ten days; and that he reigned altogether, from the de- 
mise of his father, for a period of thirty six years, six months, and eigh- 
teen days; of which, from the date of his victory at Paunipet, he held 
the sceptre of llindustaun lor four years, eight months, and six days. 

With our author, ue shall now proceed to describe with all reasona- 
ble brevity, the evimts which distinguished the succeeding turbulent 
reign of S usscir-ud-dein Mahommt d fJomai/An, the son of Baber, who 
IS usually referied to, in the figurative language ofsubsequent writers, 
under the p< sthumous designation of Jahaiinbauny' Jennet-ashauiiy — 
the founder of the world, w hose nest is in heaven; as his father is uii- 
iler that of Gueity-setauny Ferdous-makauny — the conqueror of the 
world, whose abode is in paradise. It has already been slightly noti- 
ced, that this prince was born, of the princess Mauliem Begum, in the 
castle of Kabul, on Tuesday the fourth ofZilkuudah, of the nine hun- 
dred and thirteenth of the hidjerah ;f and he was therefore approaching 
to the twenty fourth year of his age, when he succeeded to the empire 
of H ind 6 staun. His mother is stated to have been, in some degree or 
other, related to Abulghauzy Sultan Udsseyne, espoused by Baber, 
when at the request of the children of that prince, lie entered Khoras- 
• In « note at the conclusion of the reign of Honiu\Aii, in iny copy of AhOI l'.izzcl, flie 
gnzz is estimated at 37 incbe^; utiich ivill make the kdsse equal to 2 miles, &!M jards, 4. 
iuclics, English measurement. t 5 tli of March i&UO. 


A.H. 037. 
A. D. Io30. 

Abdl Fazzel. 



712 


A H. 037. 
A. P. 1530 
Abjkl Fazzel. 


saun, on the occasion described in a former page. It was on the third 
da v after his father*s demise, namely, on the ninth of the former Jum- 
maudy, of the year nine hundred and thirty seven,* that Homaydn 
publicly ascended the throne at Agrah; and some days afterwards, he 
appeared in great state in the imperial yacht on the river Jumna, when 
an entire boat load of treasure was distributed to the multitude which 
lined the banks of the river — thus, as it well became him, establishing 
the foundation of his power in gold; for, whom providence selects for 
the government of states and empires, it 6rst ennobles with a disposi- 
tion to be just and liberal. It is not always, indeed, that superiority of 
station confers nobility of mind. He alone is truly noble who employ s 
his power to the good of his fellow creatures. It was fi>r liis surpassing 
hospitality that the wild beasts of the forest chose the lion for their 
monarch. But, from the hour of his birth to that of his elevation to the 
throne, the actions of Hoina\un uiiiformly bespoke his glorious desti- 
ny ; neither ought this in any degree to be considered a matter of sur- 
prise, since he was no more than the depositary of that divine light, 
which w’as to shine out with such meridian lustre in the renowned and 
beneficent Akbar — the same light that diffused its glories over the vic- 
tories of Baber — that irradiated the exploits of the invincihleTeymur — 
that indicated the supernatural pregnancy of the spotless Alarikoua. 
In short it was. that portion of the divine essence which transmitted 
through Adam to Noah, and subsequently to the prophets and patri- 
archs of every age, hath shed their brightest splendor upon the annals 
of mankind. 

To the majesty of Alexander uniting the prudence of Aristotle, Ho- 
mayun therefore resolved on assigning to each of his brothers, for wliom 
no provision wasmadeby the will of their father, an establishment wor- 
thy of his birth, and to continue to the dignitaries of his father's court 
without alteration, all that they had hitherto enjoyed. Pursuant to this 
plan of liberal policy, the provinces of Kandahaur and Kabfil were al- 
lotted in jagueir to Mirza Kamraiin; the government of Sumbul to Mir- 
za Asskery ; and that of Alwer to Mirza tlindai. Mirza Sfiliman was 
confirmed in the government of Buddukhshaun; and the liberality of 
the young monarch was extended, at the same time, to all without ex- 
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ception who had served in any capacity, cither in the' court or army, 
under the late sovereign, even to the most ordinary individuals; all of 
whom be thus endeavored to attach to his authority, by the most pow- 
erful of motives, that of self-regard. He even contrived, for some time, 
to retain the allegiance of his brother-in-law, Mahommed Zemaun Mir- 
za, the son of Baddeia-uz-zemaun Mirza, son of Abulghauzy Sultan 
IJusseyne of Ivhorassaun; who had married one of the daughters of Ba- 
ber, and who had recently manifested a disposition to be refractory. 

But to proceed with the narrative; about six months subsequent to 
the period of his accession, Homayun led his troops to the attack of 
Kalinjer, then an important fortress, about one hundred miles to the 
south-westward ofthe conflucnceofthe Jumna and Ganges. When, 
however, after a siege of one month, the garrison had been reduced to 
considerable distress, he suffered himself to be prevailed upon, by a 
peislikesh of tw'elve maunns of gold,* and other valuable considera- 
tions, to withdraw from the siege. From thence he directed his march 
towards Chunaur, another celebrated fortress, on the Ganges. This 
place was among th(? possessions formerly belonging to Sultan Ibrauhim 
Lody, and was held, under his authority, by an officer of the name of 
Jummaul Khann, until, on the defeat and death of that monarch, Jum- 
maul Khaun was cut off by the perfidy of an unnatural son. It was at 
such a crisis that, by engaging the affections, and espousal, of Lauzh- 
melek the widow of the murdered chief, a woman of singular attrac- 
tions and masculine understanding, the celebrated Sheir Khann be- 
came master of the fort. On receiving intelligence, however, of the ap- 
proach of iloma\ un, consigning the care of the place, with a garrison in 
whom he could confide, to his son Jullaul Khaun, Sheir Khaun retired 
from Chunaur; at the same time, dispatching a deputation selected 
from among the most intelligent of his followers, to treat with the 
Tcheghatkian monarch; upon whom, already sufficiently disposed to 
temporize through their address, he finally prevailed to consent to an 
accommodation. In consequence of this arrangement, Abdurresheid, 
another of the sons of Sheir Khaun, the more effectually to avert the 
fury of the imperial armies, received his father's instructions to attend 
the presence of Homay6n; as a sort of honorary pledge for the perform- 
* SUlb to tJie JUaunD. this would be about 300 weight. 
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anceof bis engagements, until such time as the plans of usurpation and 
aggrandizement, which he had been long batching, should be ripe for 
execution. Abdurresbeid continued bis services at court, accordingly, 
to the period at which Homayun became engaged in his expedition into 
Malwah, in order to check the arrogance of S&ltan Rahauder of Ghjerat;^ 
when, availing himself of aconvenientopportunity, the Afghan thought 
fit to abscond. 

These events have brought us to the nine hundred and thirty ninth 
of the hidjerah,* when the presence of Homayun was again required to 
the east’Ward, in order to quell an insurrection afresh excited among 
the Afghans, by the noted chieftains, Beyne and Bayezzitl* But the 
latter chief perishing in a conflict against the superior prowess of the 
Moghfil troops, the more ignoble class of the insurgents was effectually 
sivept from the land, and the province of Jounpour, with the whole of 
the territory in that quarter, was now conferred upon Sultan Jenneid 
Berlaus; after which, Homayun returned to Agrah. In the mean time, 
the fame of his victories had been loudly proclaimed to tlie extremities 
of the Indian Peninsula; which produced, some time during the year 
nine hundred and forty, aformal embassy, with proposals of amity, from 
Saltan Bahauder, the independent sovereign of Gujeraut, wiiich met 
with a very gracious reception; and letters were transmitted by fIo> 
mayfin, in return, of a nature to dispel the apprehensions which had al- 
ready been excited in the mind of that restless monarch. In the course 
of the same year, [940], contiguous to one extremity of the city of Deh- 
ly, on the Jumna, Homayfin laid the foundation of a new town, on 
which be bestowed the appellation of Deinpunnah — the bulwark of the 
faith. It is added that the Persian characters of the sentence, “ She- 
her-e-Padshah-e- Deinpunnah*' — the city of the great king, the asylum 
of the faith,” numerically applied in the usual way, precisely exhibits 
the sum total 94^0, the era of its foundation. 

Not long afterwards, Idabommed Zemaun Mirza, with Mabommed 
Sfiltan Mirza, another grandson of Abfilghauzy Sultan Husseyne, by 
a daughter, and his son Olfigh Mirza, openly revolting against the au- 
thority of Homayfin, that monarch proceeded without delay, to check 
the progress of this audacious and ungrateful rebellion. Encamping, 

• Commencing 3d of August 1632. 
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however, on the Ganges, in the neighborhood of Boujepour, he con- 
tented himself with dispatching Yadgaur Nausser Mirza at the head 
of a strong division of the army, across the tiver, with orders to attack 
the rebels. In a battle which ensued, the latter were totally defeated, 
and the three principals, Mahommed Zemaun Mirza, Mahommed Sul- 
tan Mirza,and Wully Khoub Mirza, fell alive into the hands of the con- 
queror. Of these, the former was conveyed to the fortress of Beiaun- 
ah; from whence, by making feigned professions of allegiance, he some 
time aflerw'ards gained an opportunity of effecting his escape to Sultan 
Bahauder, of Gujeraut. The two latter were condemned to be depri- 
ved of sight, and degraded from all their employments. 

The beautiful and productive region of Hindustaun, from the Gan- 
ges to the Indus, and from the mountains of Srinuggur to the Chum- 
biil, which, from the pressure of adverse circumstances, the father had 
never been able to subdue, is, at this period, pronounced to have been 
generally compelled to submit to the more fortunate ascendancy of the 
son. 

It appears, however, that the demise of his father became no sooner 
known to Mirza Kamraun, than, dispensing, as usual, with the claims 
of natural affection, that prince resigned the government of Kaudahaur 
to his brother Mirza Asskery, and suddenly directed his course to- 
wartls Hindustaun; conccivingthat heshould there find an opportunity 
ofdeveloping hisselfish and unwarrantable designs to greater advantage. 
But, the lessons of experience have already sufficiently taught us, if 
that wereof any avail, how absurd and ineffectual the attempts of mis- 
guided ambition, against that man whose power is established through 
the influence of an august destiny, overlooked by the ever-watchful 
care of an Almighty providence; and how naturally the proceedings of 
him, whose objects are evil, should terminate in disappointment and 
disgrace. At the period under consideration, the government of La- 
bour was administered by Meir Youness Ally, who had received his 
appointment under the authority of the emperor. In order to circum- 
vent this personage in his trust, Mirza Kamraun, who had resolved to 
omit no stratagem, that could in any shape contribute to favor the at- 
tainment of his ambitious views, had recourse to the following very 
simple expedient. One evening, shortly after he had finally determin- 
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A. D^_iM^i5S4: certed between them, he affected extreme displeasure with Karaut' 
chah Beg, a very distinguished officer attached to his interests, whom, 
in the presence of his associates, he proceeded to abuse in the grossest 
and most insulting language. Pretending, on his part also, to be in- 
jured beyond forgiveness, Karautchah, the very next night, with the 
whole of his followers, privately withdrew from the camp of the Mir- 
za, and made the best of his way to Labour. At that place, on his ar- 
rival, he experienced the most welcome reception from Meir Youness, 
by whom he was immediately entertained with the most confidential 
and unsuspecting hospitality; and the insidious guest was not long in 
want of an opportunity to carry his plan into execution. For, one fa- 
tal evening, at a private entertainment, while the forbidden gol)let w'as 
freely circulating, and the best troops of the government had been un- 
warily dismissed to their jagueirs, he suddenly arr.'sted the person of 
his host, and placed his own followers in possession of the gates of the 
town, instantly dispatching a messenger to announce the success of the 
undertaking to Mirza Kamraun. 

That prince, who only delayed his march in expectation of the result, 
now conveyed himself with the utmost expedition to Labour; of which 
important city, he thus obtained possession, without furtherdifficulty. 
His first step was to enlarge Meir Youness from all restraint; offering, 
with many apologies for the proceeding which he had been compelled 
to adopt, to re-instate him in full possession of his government, pro- 
vided he found himself at all disposed to remain in the province. This 
he however, declined, chasing rather to avail lomself of the permission 
which was at the same time granted, to r« piir to the presence of Ho- 
maytlin. On the other hand, Mirza Kamraun hastened without a mo- 
ment’s hesitation, to estabirsb his own agents in every district through 
the Punjauh; quietly extending his authority to the very banks of the 
Seth je, at this period more generally known by the appellation of the 
river of Ludianab, from the name of a town by the side of it. Faith- 
Tul to his s\ stem of deception, he then dispatched some intelligent per- 
sons to assure Homayfin of the sincerity of his attachment, and the pu- 
rity of his intentions, soliciting, at the same time, to be confirmed in 
possession of the territory which he had thus usurped; and Homayfiii, 
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actuated no less by the natural generosity of his disposition, than by 
bis dritermination to abide by the injunctions of a dying father, was in- 
duced to comply, continuing to his perddious brother in the patent 
now transmitted to him, and in addition to the government of Labour, 
those, which he formerly held, of Kandahaur and Kahhl. 

In return for concessions so liberal, so far beyond any thing he was 
authorised to expect, and by which, in the great essemiais of power, 
— men, horses and arms — he was placedon an entire equality with his el- 
der brother. Mirza Kamraun did not omit to convey to Homayun some 
very valuable pledges of future allegiance ; and he continued long af- 
terwards to maintain with him the most friendly intercourse by letter; 
inVhich the praises of this indulgent brother never failed to be the fa- 
vorite and prevailing theme. On this subject he transmitted, on one 
occasion, the following effusions addressed to Homayun. “Be the 
“graces of thy person every hour more attractive. — Be thy destiny 
“ever prosperous, ever august. — Be every affliction that crosses thy 
“ path — the source of sorrow to the eyes of thy brother. — Does the 
“ moss, and the thistle, overgrow the path of Leyly — where can it be 
“ |)l;uited with greater propriety than in the eyes of Medjnoun. — ■ 
“ May he who n- gleets to signalize himself in thy cause — be speedily 
“ excluded from the circle of existence — while Kamraun retains any 
“ portion on earth — may the empire of the world have no other master 
“ than Homayun.” And in strict truth, although he neither foresaw', 
nor perhaps designed it. the wishes thus ardently expressed were ful- 
filled to iii“ letu r towards himself; since overtaken, even in this 

life, by a just retri' lino., for such unparalleled duplicity, after forfeit- 
ing the esteem of all good men, he was in the issue excluded from ex- 
istence, 'as will be more fully explained in its proper place. 

In the mean tune, rtgardmg the exterioir’bniy of these specious pro- 
fessions. Homay uii, iii the unsuspecting benevolence of his own mind, 
proceeded to load his brother with favors of every description, to an 
unlimited degr e; and in token of his extraordinary gratification on the 
r< ccipt of the precious effusion of pretended fraternal affection explain- 
ed ab.*ve, he further conf rred upon him the favorite government of 
H < ssaur Feyrouzah. Kamraun, on his part, remained to all appear- 
ance, steady in his attachment to the authority of Homayun for some. 
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A. H.941. time; continuing to experience from that prince, without interruption, 

A'. thesame course of liberality, kind ness, and forbearance, much longer than 

AbalFsiZ2«i. , , „ . ■ 

beseems to have deserved it. But it is not to be forgotten that the 

circumstances which have above engaged the attention of the reader, 
took place previous to the 9d9ih of the hidjerah; und' r whichdate it is 
here related that, displeased with his brother Mirza Asskery, in conse- 
quence of a defeat wliich he had sustained from some of the llazaurah 
tribes, on his match from Kandahaur towards Kabul, Mirza Kamraun 
thought fit to transfer the government of the former province, from that 
prince, to Khaujah, or Khoujah, Kullan Beg. 

To proceed, however, with the narrative thus necessarily suspend- 
ed, Homaytin, in the early part of the year nine hundred and forty- 
one, *conceivini; that the security of his hereditary possessions had bet n 
now well established, determined to employ the resources of his power 
once more to the east-ward, in order to extend his authority over the 
opulent territory of Bengal. But the imperial standard had no sooner 
reached the town of Ketaur, or Kenaur, in the neighboihood of Kalpy 
on the lower Jumna, on this occasion, than intelligence was aniiounced 
that Sfiltan Bahauder ofGujerat, had invested the important fortress of 
Tcheitour, between that country and Adjmeir; had dispatched a large 
force even furt her in advance underTataiirKhaun; and moreover, that nei- 
ther this latter personage, nor his employer, seemed disposed to set any 
limits to the views of a pestilent and ungovernable ambition. In con- 
sequence of this information, yielding to the suggestions of a more 
auspicious destiny, or, more humanly speaking, to the obvious dictates 
ot common prudence, llomayun at once resolved, before he engaged 
in any other undertaking, to prevent the hostilities with which he was 
threatened from that quarlW; and for tliis purpose, some time in the 
former month of Jummau<!^?|' he returned accordingly towards Agrah. 

But, with all our anxiety to hasten to a conclusion, the genius of di- 
gression here fastens upon us again, in order to explain, that although 
Sfiltan Bahauder, from having too early suffered the canker of ambition 
to take root in his breast, was of a nature sufficiently disposed to be as- 
piring, yet from some experience in the superior prowess of the Mo- 
ghuls, and particularly in thedecisive battle which terminated in thede- 
* Comoieucing 12th of July, 1534. t November, 1534. 
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feat and death of S61tan Ibrauhim Lody, to which be had been a sor- A.l^ 94i.^ 
rowful eye w itm ss, before he had ascended the tliroiieofGfijerat, and 
while yet an undistinguished adventurer, he could not, without the 
greatest repugnance, finally determine to hazard a contest with the 
house of Teymur. It had, however, been the subject of frequent dis- 
cussion with those in whom he most confided ; and this was the slate of 
his mind, when Tatar Khaun made his appearance, omitting neither 
argument nor importunity to persuade him, that there could l)e little 
risk in violating his engagements with Homayun. After liaviug, for 
some time longer, affected to disregard the dangerous counsels of this 
chief, Sultan Bahauder, at last, threw off the mask; declaring that, 
since it was but too well established that the troops of Gfijerat could 
not he prudently exposed to an open conflict with the Tcheglia- 
tkians, it must be his business, by s.>me plan of address, or superior po- 
licy, to balance this formidable inequality. And thus resolved, he 
cast open, w ithoul further dtlay, the gates of his treasury; and, by a 
liberal distribution of its contents, soon levied, in addition to the ten 
thousand already in his pay, a multitudinous force of every description, . 
to a very great amount. 

It was at this important conjuncture, that Mahommed Z-'maun Mif-. 
za, accompanied by the guards who had facilitated his escape from 
Beiaunah, presented himself at the court of Gujerat; w'here, in conse- 
quence of the rash schemes of ambition now' forming in the mind of the 
Sultan, he also experienced the most favorable and distinguished recep- 
tion. Such circumstances could not, however, be long concealed from 
Homayfin ; and a message was accordingly dispatched by that mon- 
arch, to request, that in conformity with subsisting treaties, Siiltan Ba- 
hauder would immediately seize, and convey to court, or at all events 
dismiss from his protection, the lugitive^Jrho had so flagrantly be- 
trayed their allegiance, and withdrawn tbenaselves into the countries 
subject to his authority — in doing which he would furnish to the world 
a manifest and substantial proof of the amicable relations, by which the 
two stales were still united. To this, from a blind misconception of 
the means best suited to promote his welfare, and the security of liis 
power, and not less in the intoxication of his imagined grandeur, the 
Sbltan wrote io reply, that if an individual of exalted birth had obtain. 
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titled, it could not in fair reasoning:, surely, be considered an infraction 
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of treaty, or in any shape essentially prejudicial to subsistin:^ engage- 
ments. In support of this he should appeal to what happened in the 
time of Siiltan Sekunder Lody; when, notwithstanding the perfect har- 
mony which subsisted between that monarch and Sultan MuzufTer, 
not only liis brother All^-ud-dein, but many other princes of the blood 
royal who had fled from Agrah and Dehly, never failed to experience 
in Gujerat, without producing the slightest interruption in the exist- 
ing relations, all that could be required from the most liberal and gener- 
ous hospitality. 

Homayfin now rejoirmd at considerable length in nearly’ the f<vllow- 
iiig terms. He announced to the.Sultan, in language not to be misun- 
derstood, that the surest proof which he could give that he was sin- 
cere in his desire to preserve unbroken the relations of peace and good 
neighborhood, w’as to abstain most scrupulously from every circum- 
stance, that might have a tendency in the remotest degree to disturb 
them; for thus, alone, would be be able to avert the injury, to which the 
friendly intercourse that had for some time so beneBeially subsisted be- 
l\ieen them, seemed otherwise likely to be exposed. “Thou,*’ said he 
in a short stanza-embodied in his letter” — thou that boastest so loud- 
“ly that thy friendship is from the heart — happy will be thy lot if thy 
“professions and 4hy designs are in harmony — deeply plant the tree of 
“amity in thy breast,forits produce will be the fruition of all that thy 
“soul can desire~quickiy uproot the thorn of animosity, for innumer- 
“ablearetheweeswith which itis pregnant. He admonished him again 
and again, and a -thousand times, not to disregard his counsels; either 
to expel .the odious fugitive from his dominions, or send him without 
further delay to Agrah: fAwhat other pledge could |||e now accepted 
that his designs were frien^y? He could not, at the same time, forbear 
to express, that he felt no ordinary degree of surprise that any attempt 
should be made to bring the occurrences of a government such as that of 
S6itan Sekunder into a comparison with any event of his reign; for 
with what justice, indeed, could any resemblance beallegcd toexist be- 
tween things so extremely diffeieiit in their nature and iinporiaiire! the 
modes of thinking which then prevailed, being as totally distinct from 
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the system now acknowledg^ed, as any two circumstances the most op- 
posite in their principles. From his knowledge in the history of former 
times, SDltan Bahauder could not fail to remember that the august and 
invincible TeymiHr, notwithstanding repeated aggressions^ was long 
withheld from entering into a warwitb theTurkisli Sultan Bajazet,from 
the consideration alone of the hostilities which that monarch perpetu- 
ally carried on against the infidel nations of Europe; and that his en- 
durance was not exhausted, until Kkra Yfissuf, and Sultan Ahmed of 
Baghdad, had found an asylum at the court of Iconium, and repeated 
demands for their expulsion had been disdainfully rejected. The issue 
was too memorable to be forgotten — that triumphant conclusion came 
to pass, with which his fortune seemed invarlabjy delighted to crown 
the designs of that invincible conqueror. 

All this proved, however, unavailing; since nothing could be obtain* 
ed from Sultan Bahauder in reply, but what was conceived in terms 
equally rash, inconsiderate, and unseasonable; and the refractory Ta- 
tar Khaun interposing, at the same time, with those pernicious coun- 
sels, by which the unwary have been so frequently seduced to their de- 
struction, and affirming, in support of his arguments, that the Tchega- 
(Ckian troops, devoted to their pleasures and enervated by repose, were 
no longer the hardy soldiers whose prowess the Sultan had so highly 
estimated, finally urged that he might, without further delay, be per- 
mitted to proceed towards the frontiers of the Moghfil dominions in 
}-J industaiin. Thus harrassed with importunities, S5itan Bahauder 
} iehJed at last, altogether, to the suggestions of turbulent and factious- 
men, and hastened to expedite the equipment of the force destined to 
act under Tatar Khaun. For this purpose, the sum of tw'eiity Krour, 
or two thousand laks, of the ancient goic^oin of Gujerat, equal, ac- 
cording to our author, to twice the sum i^thethen currency of Deh- 
ly, was immediately remitted to Renteinpour, to be employed at the 
discretion ot the same Tatar-K haun, in the levy of a fresh army. Sul- 
tan Allft-ud-dein, the lather of that chief, at the head of a considerable 
force, was dispatchedr at the same time, towards Kalinjer, in order to 
invigorate the disturbances already existing in that quarter; while Bilr- 
haun-uUinfilk Beiauny, with another division composed. of natives of 
Gfijerat, proceeded through the territories of Nagour and Bikkaneif). 
V-OL. 111. <*2 
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A. N. 041 . to menace or excite alarm in the provinces of the Punjaub. The ob* 
ject of these several expeditions on points so remote from each othery 
was, as he vainly imagined, to harrass, and distract the attention of the 
Moghuls; whereas the advice of, in the opinion of our author, the. more 
judicious and experienced men was, instead of separating, as much as 
possible to concentrate, or unite his force together, within the compass 
of mutual support. Neither did the more honest advisers of the SAU 
tan omit to set before him in the clearest light, however without suc- 
cess, the unfavorable conclusions that w^ould be drawn from his infrac- 
tion of treaty; nor to assure him that the sole design of the L6die8, both 
father and son, w'as directed to recover the sovereignty of H indAstaun. 
And lastly, that though the failure of their object could be produc- 
tive of little injury to the Sultan, while he continued faithful to his en- 
gagements, the consequences of any violation on his part were, on the 
other hand, neither uncertain nor very remote. In the mean time, Ta- 
tar Khaun hastened to carry into execution his ill-advised expedition 
towards Dehly; while Sultan Bahauder proceeded in person, to form 
the siege of Tcheitour — inorder at once to attempt the reduction ofthat 
important fortress, and be at band, if necessary, to support the operati- 
ons of his allies of the race of L6dy. 

It may be desirable here to explain, that SAItan Alla-ud-dein was 
the brother of Sultan Sekunder Lody, and uncle to SAltan Ibrauhim, 
the last of the monarchs of Dehly of this race. Originally, he bore the 
name of Aullum Khaun; but on the death of SAItaii Stkunder, oppo- 
sing the authority of Sultan Ibrauhim, and usurping the royal dignity 
in the territory of Serhind, he assumed the title of All&>ud-dein. Short- 
ly afterwards, supported by a body of Afghans, long since notorious 
for their perfidy and doubf^dealiiig, he advanced towards Agrah. SAl- 
tan Ibrauhim, however, issiRng immediately from that place to give him 
battle, the rival monarchs came within a convenient distance of each 
other, near the station called Houdel; and Alli-ud-deindiscovering, on 
a sudden, that the force at his disposal was unequal to a regular con- 
flict with his nephew, in fair day-light, conceived it might be accompa- 
nied with less hazard to make an attempt to surprise his camp, under 
cover of the night. In this attempt he was defeated; and withdrawing 
afterwards to KabAl, he from thence, with that turpitude of disposi* 



723 


tion which was, it seems, implanted in his nature, did not hesitate to A.H. 941. 

accompany the adventurous B^ber in that expedition, the object of P 
... L u • .. .. .. . AbftlFdzze 

which was tosubvert the power orhis own family; and in these circum- 
stances was he engaged on the side of the Moghul army, in the battle 
which terminated the life and reign of Sdltan Ibrauhiin. Some time 
afterwards, his son Tatar Khatin, from motives which are not explain- 
ed, took an opportunity of retiring into Gujerat, where he was hospita- 
bly received by Bahauder; and Baber, on securing his conquf'st of Deh- 
ly, being well apprized of the unsteadiness of the man’s character, 
deemed it expedient to convey the father into Buddukhshaun, where 
he was confined in the fortress ofZuffer. But, effecting his escape from 
thence, after all, through the assistance of some Afghan traders, Allk- 
ud-dein took refuge in tlie territory possessed by that nation to the 
north-west of the Indus; and finally proceeding through the country 
of the Beloutchies, found his way at last, also, into Ghjerat. . 

But, at the period when it was irrevocably determined in that coun- 
try to enter on hostilities against the MoghCll government, and Tatar 
Khaun had, in a very short time, by a liberal distribution of the treas- 
ure at his disposal, augmented the troops under his orders to a force of 
nearly forty thousand men, composed of Afghans, and other different 
tribes, that chieftain was, not long afterwards, enabled to invest, and 
without any great difficulty, to make himselfmasterof Beiaunah. His 
triumphs were, iiowever, destined to terminate here; for, when intelli- 
gence of his progress was communicated to Momayiin, then on his 
march towards the provinces on the lower Ganges, thatmonarch return- 
ed, as formerly intimated, with the utmost expedition to Agrah. From 
that metropolis, the Mirzas Asskery, Hindal, and Yadgaur Nausser, 
together with Kaussem Husseyne Sultan, and some other distinguished 
commanders, were now dispatched, at the head of eighteen thousand 
horse, for the immediate purpose of repelling this invasion, against 
which, since the object of it was known to be nothing short of the re- 
duction of Dehly, they were instructed to point their utmost effort; 
HomayAn expressly pronouncing that the discomfiture of the division 
under Tatar Khaun, would be naturally followed by the annihilation of 
every other division of the enemy's force. 

In fact, when the Mogbfil troops drew near to his division, Tatai 



m 


A. H. 941. 

^ D. 1584 

Abill Fazzel. 


Khaiin became unaccountably alarmed; and the sudden and extensive 
desertion by which, in a very few days, they were reduced to an appal' 
ing remnant of three thousand men, was not by any means calculated 
todin inish thatalarm. lleflectiiig, moreover, on thecareand diligence 
u hirh he had devoted to the selection of, and on the enormous expence 
at which he had equipped his army, the unfortunate chief found him* 
self, for some time, incapable of deciding whether he should immedi- 
ately attempt to retreat, or abide the issue of a battle, under such fearful 
disadvantages. At last, however, resigning himself to desp.^ir, he ven- 
tured to hazard a conflict with the Mirzas of the house of Teymdr, at 
the place called Mendraeil; where, after performing all that was to be 
expected from the courage of a brave man driven to desperation, he fin- 
ally perished, together with the greater part of those who remained at- 
tached to his destiny. And, precisely as had been reckoned upon by 
Ifomavun, theother divisions of the enemv no sooner became adveriis- 
ed of the fate of that on which they had reposed their fairest hopes of 
success, than they dispersed in every direction, dismayed at the very 
rumour of the triumphant progress of the Moghbis. 

Although Homayftii were even disposed, on his part, to forego the 
subjugation of Giijerat,and the ruler of that noble country might, on all 
occasions, have evinced a desire to continue the relations of friendslnp 
unimpaired, which., as we have already seen, was very far from being the 
case; yet, w>heii it comports with the scheme of a wise and over-ruling 
providence, to transfer the destinies of a particular nation from one 
power, to another which isfoimedon principles of stricter justice — the 
means being ever ready, nothing in the scope of human agency can 
avail to counteract the designs of omnipotence. Of this, a fresh exam- 
ple is DOW exhibited in the case of Sflitan Bahauder; when, seduced 
by the voice of flattery, and'the intoxication of imaginary grandeur, be 
suffered himself, without a provocation, and in direct violation of bis 
engagements, to be involved in a war with the Moghiii monarch. And 
itwasdoubtless from the operation of the same over- ruling causes that, 
bafflvd in his endeavors to accommodate, Homayiiu finally determined 
on leading his troops towards G{ijerat; and for that purpose, in the begin- 
ning jof the former Jummaudy, of the nine hundred and forty-first of 
■the hidjerah,* he accordingly took his departure from Agrah. The di- 

* November, 1534. 
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rection of his march on this occasion, appears to have carried him a. 
through the territory of Raeisein; the garrison of which sentout a de> ^ 
putation to assure him, with the utmost submission, that as soon as his 
dispute with Sbitan Bahauder should have been decided, that fortress 
with all it contained, should be entirely at his disposal. And in truth, 
the reduction ofGujerat being the object which, at this moment, mo^t 
materially engaged his attention, he prosecuted his march towards Mai- 
wah, without suffering it to be interrupted by objects of minor import- 
ance; and not long afterwards, the head-quarters of the imperial army 
were established at S&rungpour. 

In the mean time, the progress of Homayun, even to the minutest 
particulars, was regularly reported to Sultan Bahauder, at this crisis en- 
gaged ill the siege of Tcheitour, and his delirium of fancied greatness 
and security became gradually dispelled. At a council of war to which, 
in these circumstances, he had early summoned his principal officers, 
it was proposed by several, since it would be at all times in his power 
to resume his operations against Tcheitour, to raise the siege; and pro- 
ceed without delay, to oppose the further advance of the Moghuls. 
But Suddur Khaun, who held the most distinguished place among the 
men of letters of the court of Sbltan Bahauder, and who had long since 
been promoted to the highestcommand in his army, urging, on the other 
hand, with greater alleged acuteness of discernment, the expediency of 
prosecuting to its close a design, which had already been brought so 
near to a successful termination, particularly,when there existed strong 
reasons for a belief, that while engaged in a common cause against infi- 
dels, a Mussulman prince would neverthink of attacking them;butatall 
events, should heotherwise deterniine,that there would then be nothing 
wanting to justify them in drawing their swords against him — this opin- 
ion prevailed with the SAItan. The operations of the siege were, ac- 
cordingly, pressed with so much vigor, that on the third day of Ram- 
zaun, of the year 941,* Tcheitour submitted to the power of Sultan 
Bahauder; immediately after which, that monarch led his troops to- 
wards the quarter in which he expected to find the Moghul army, now 
encamped in the neighborhood ofOujein. 

As soon as he became apprized of this extraordinary forwardness on 

* 7tli of March, 1636. 
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A. H. 941 . the part of the Sultan, HomayAn broke up from his encampment, and 

A D 1635. advanced also with considerable celerity, towards Mundsour, a depen- 
AbAl Fazztl. qp province of Mai wah; in the neighborhood of which form- 
er place, by the side of a deep and spacious tank, or fresh- water lake, 
he again encamped his troops, while those of his adversary took up 
their ground on the side opposite to him. A skirmish having however 
taken place, as was likely to happen on such an occasion, between the 
advanced guard of the MoghAls, and that of Sultan Bahauder, in which 
the latter sustained some serious loss, he became suddenly dishearten- 
ed; andyethisgeneraIs,TaujeKhaunandSuddurKhaun, conceived this 
a fit opportunity to urge that his troops, being yet flushed with their suc- 
cess against Tcheitour, and not materially affected by any recent expe- 
rience of the valour and discipline of the enemy, might be led to give 
battle without delay, while their minds were yet sufficiently firm to 
abide a conflict with some reasonable prospect of victory. On the other 
hand, his general of artillery, Roumy Khauii,*an officer at this period 
ofconsiderablereputationin India, reminding him of his formid.ible and 
superior equipment of ordnance, strenuously insisted on the folly of re- 
linquishing so manifest an advantage, for the precarious hazards of a 
combat hand to hand. What he proposed, on the contrary, was to form 
an enclosure round their camp, with the waggons and other carriages; 
and, having further strengthened their position with a sufficient ditch, 
from thence to employ those powerful means of distant annoyance, 
with which they were provided, in order to diminish the numerical 
strength of the enemy; after which, an opportunity would not be want- 

* Tliib officer, originatly a Turkish or Tartar slave, of the name of Su^dirauk, and suc- 
cessively dignified by the princes of GAjerAt, with the titles of Khodawuiid Khaun, and 
Rouni} Kliaun, was, as is well known, the founder of the castle of Surat; over the old en- 
trance of which was formerly this inscription, indicative of the year in which it was erected; 
Sedd hkld her seinah wo jaun-e Ferengi ein biniia^tbat is to say, ** against the bosom and 
Jives, the ambition and rapacity, of the Portuguese be this fabric an effectual bulwark,’' ex- 
hibiting in the Persian characters numerically applied the total 037 — that being the year 
of the liidjerah assigned to the erection of this fortress, corresponding with the year of Christ 
1530, commencing the Ist of August But rejecting the tmiti in this inscription, betw^a 
Scina and jami, we should carry the date of the erection six years further back. Koumj 
Khaun subsequently enrolled himself in the service of HomayAn— -was particularly instru- 
mental to the reductiou of Chuuaur — and lies buried in the Merjan Shaumy mosque, ait 
Surat. 
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ingf tomake use of tbeir swords, with that confidence which must arise 94i. 
from observing: the havoc conveyed through the ranks of the enemy, 
by the superior management of their artillery . This opinion receiving 
the support of other respectable commanders^a corresponding plan was 
adopted on the spot, and immediately carried into execution; and ac- 
tive hostilities shortly afterwards commenced, generally however, to 
the disadvantage of the troops of Gujerat, 

But the catastrophe is described to have been accelerated by the fol- 
lowing incident, although not without frequent example in the history 
of warlike events. One day, in the absence of other employment, while 
some ardent spirits impatient of delay, and of the salutary restraints of 
discipline, were discoursing over the convivial goblet, and each in his 
turn reciting the story of his exploits; one of them, whose judgment 
had more easily yielded to the effects of the compotation than his asso- 
ciates, suddenly interrupted the conversation by demanding, how long 
they proposed to amuse themselves with this bootless and unprofita- 
ble discussion of the past ! What fairer opportunity to bring their in- 
dividual prowess to the test, than that in which the enemy w'ere under 
their very beards; and when it was in their power to achieve a noble en- 
terprize, before the main body of the army could be aware of any such 
design ? Instantly, the whole party to the number of two hundred per- 
sons, glovling not less with the ardour of intoxication perhaps, than 
with the ambition of renown, proceeded to arm themselves, and mount- 
ing their horses, hastened immediately towards the encampment of the 
enemy. On their approach, one of the Sultanas generals employed 
with a body of nearly four thousand men, on the outskirts, to guard the 
avenues to the position, drew out his division in formidable array, to 
oppose them; and a conflictof more than ordinary fierceness immediate- 
lyensued. Huttiietroops ofGfijerat, equally astonished and dismayed at 
the singular intrepidity of their assailants, were,8fter a short resistance, 
shamefully dt feated, and driven in disorder, to take shelter within their 
intrencliments; while the conquerors returned in triumph totbeir camp, 
to tell over the exploits of the day. In short, the reports of this bold 
i^venture produced so unfavorable an impression upon the troops of 
Sfiltan Bahauder, that scarcely any of them dared to risk themselves 
afterwards without their barricade of carriages; while, on the other 
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hand, the country in every direction around, was so completely over* 
run by the Mogh{il8, as to prevent all possibility of supply, and the ut- 
most scarcity became soon apparent, in consequence, throughout the 
encampment. And it was in this extremity that, on the first day of 
Sbavaul,* at the breaking up oftlie fast of Ramzaun, Mahommed Zem- 
maun Mirza, at the head of five hundred of his followers, ventured out 
of the position, and approached a body oftiomayun's troops, who, on 
their part, with their usual confidence, immediately advanced to recv^ive 
him. But, having made two or three discharges of their bows, Ma- 
hommed Zemmaun and his followers, designedly retired, until they 
drew their pursuers within reach of the artillery of the camp; which 
then opening at once upon the MoghAls, produced considerable exe- 
cution among them, before they could withdraw from the danger. 

Seventeen days subsequent to this not very important check, a fa- 
vorable position of the heavenly bodies having been carefully calcula- 
ted by the astrologers, for the very day, it had been determined by Ho- 
mayfkn to risk a general assault upon the camp of the enemy; but the 
aituation of the Giljeratties having, in the mean time, become hourly 
more critical, and every thing manifestly tending to some fatal catas- 
trophe, Sultan Bahauder, on the night of the twenty-first of Shavaul,*!* 
took the final resolution of abandoning his army to its fate. For that 
purpose, having given directions that his guns sliould be filled with 
pow'der, and blown to pieces, he, in the course of the same evening, ac- 
companied by Meiran Mahommedan Shah, and 6ve or six others of 
those in his more immediate confidence, secretly withdrew through an 
opening in the rear of his tents; it being his design to take the road tow- 
ards Agrah, although, by some mistake, it turned out that be was on the 
way to Mandou. About the same hour, Suddur Khaun and Eminaud- 
ul mfilk, with twenty thousand horse, proceeded also together to the 
right, directly for Mandou; whrie Mahommed Zemmaun Mirza, with 
another body of fugitives, drew off towards Labour, with the design of 
raising commotions in that province. The tumultuous clamours, and 
horrible uproar which filled the camp of tfacSbltan, in consequence of 
the explosions of the artillery, and the base desertion of the monarclr 

• 4th of April 1636. 

t 24lli of April 1636— it was probably the nigbl previous to the iutended attack. 
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Uid hi<i generals, surpassed all description, and excited no small aston* A. H. 941. 
ishment in that of the Moghills yet unacquainted with the cause; Ho* ^ ^ 
mayiin himself, indeed, with thirty thousand horse, remaining in arms, 
and in order of battle, the whole of the nighC, to await the eventful dis- 
closure. About an hour after daybreak, it was, however, made known 
that Sultan Bahauder had fled; and the Moghdl troops proceeded im- 
mediately, without resistance, to pillage his camp, where an immense 
booty was the compensation of their exertions. K.hodawund Khaun, 
who bad been successively the preceptor,and prime minister, of S{il tan 
Mhzuffer late king ofGujerat, became the prisoner of Homaybn, who 
retained him immediately about his person, and otherwise treated him 
with extraordinary kindness. Yadgaur N.ausser Mirza, with the A- 
meirs Kaussr-m Sultan, and Hiiidii Beg, and a powerful division of the 
army, was now dispatched in pursuit of the flying enemy towards 
Mandou. 

The designs of that man, observes our historian, cannot fail to ter- 
minate in evil, w hose misfortune it is to associate with evil counsellors; 
and the more indubitably so, if led into a violation of engagements with 
a monarch so manifestly the favorite of heaven, as the renowned Ho- 
mayhn. That tins ought to be so, no one will probably be disposed to 
dispute; but that it may sometimes otherwise happen, we shall perad- 
venture And a remarkable instance, in the history of IJomayAn himself. 

But at all events, when, as we have just described, Suddur Khaun, 
and Emmaud-til-niulk, withdrew from the camp near Aiundsour, their 
course was diiected straight towards .Mandou, into which, on their ar- 
rival, they immediately threw themselves; and thither th-iy were as im- 
mediately pursued by the victorious Moghuls, under liomayAn in per- 
son, whoenc^tnpid shortly afterwards, at the station of Naltcheh; or 
perhaps it was a ravine, or hollow, in the vicinity, from whence he 
might, with greater confidence, superintend the investiture of the place, 
which was, accordingly, at once surrounded on every side. Roumy 
Khaun, the ofiicer of whom we have already spoken here, joined the 
standard of Horoayun, from whom he experienced a favorable recepti- 
,oo. On the fourteenth day, of the investiture possibly, Sultan Bahau- 
der through the bye roads of the country, also found his way into Man- 
dou, which he entered though the Jouly-Mehiser gate; and shortly afr 
VOL. 111. 4 A. 



730 


A. ({. 941 . terwards,hes?nt to proposein accommodation with his hesie^ers,on the 
A r> thjjt Gujerat and Tcheitour, beinjj yet in undisturbed possession, 

Abut Fuz<d. {•, liiain as at present; but that Mandou, and its dependencies, 

should be ceded without further contest to the otlieers of [lomayun’s 
government. On these terms, Montana Mahouimed Bergholy, and 
Sudder Khaim, on the part of flomayun and the Sultan, respectively, 
met at the station of Neiii>sumbul, in «irder to arrange the articles of a 
regular treaty ; but towards the latter part of the night on which they 
were under discussion, the garrison being worn out wirli fatiijue and 
watching, about two hundred of the Moghuls availed themselves of an 
opportunity to scale the walls of the place from the rear; and letting 
themselves down fioin the ramparts within, succeeded in maliing them- 
selves masters of one of the gates in that direction, which they imme- 
diately threw open, lleie their horses were brought to them, and they 
were joined, shortly afterwards, by a number of the imperial troops 
from without. 

Atthis moment, Mellou Khaun Mandouly, who bore the title of Kau- 
der Shahy, and who commanded at a tower close by, perceiving what 
had befallen, hastily mounted his horse, and galloped off to the head- 
quarters of Sultan Bahauder. Roused at the summons of Kauder 
Shahy, but scarcely yet awake, the Stiltan betook himself immediately 
to flight, accompanied by not more than half a dozen of his domestics. 
On his way he was, however, fortunately joined by Bhowunt Rai, the 
son of Sohidy Rai, one of his most intimate friends, with twenty men 
on horseback; but on reaching the gate which opens to the plain below 
the fort, he found not less than two hundred Moghhl cavalry, ready 
drawn up to intercept his progress. Aware that this was not a time to 
di liberate, the Sulian precipitated himst If without hesitation, the brst 
man, into the thickest of his adversaries, and being immediately follow- 
ed by his attendants, fortunately succeeded in cutting his way through; 
Mellou Khaun ahovementioned, and one more, being all that were now 
left to accompany him in his flight, to Soungurr, where he soon after- 
wards arrived without further accident. From thence he was con- 
strained to effect his escape by letting himself down to the foot of the 
works, by means of ropes, some horses being also conveyed to him by 
the same means, and he was thus enabled to continue his flight; which 
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is, indeed, described to have been materially facilitated by the obsti- 
nate incredulity of Kaussem Husseyne Khaun, one of the Moghi^l 
commanders who had, by this time, appeared before the place, and to 
whom information was early communicatetf by an Ouzhek deserter, 
formerly in the service of the Sultan, whose person had been recogniz- 
ed. On his arrival at Tchampaneir, at this period the capital of Guje- 
rat, Sultan Bahauder had, however, again collected aforce of about fif- 
teen hundred men; but not conceiving himself by any means suffici- 
ently secure at that place, he determined to provide against the worst, 
by removing all that was possilile of his treasure and most valuable ef- 
fects, to the well-know n port of Deib, or Diu, already in the possession 
of the Portuguese. 

To return to the proceedings at Mandou; it would appear that no 
positive information of the success of his troops, in the surprise of that 
fortress, was cotnmuiiicaied to llomayun, until tlie close ot the second 
watch in the morning; when he also m>iunted his horse, and passed into 
the place by the gate of Dehly. Suddur Khaun, although severely 
w ound*‘d, continued, however, with his retainers, to make an obstinate 
rt sistance,heforethe entrance of hisown house; hut being at last forced 
away by some ol his prmeipal officers, he topk the road towards Soun- 
gurr; whither being accompanied by a great part of the garrison of 
Mandou, he was there enabled to place himself in a state of security 
against any sudden attempt of the conquerors. Sultaun-e-Aullum, 
another distinguished officer ol'the court of Gfljerai, was among those 
who threw themselves into Soungurron this occasion. In the mean 
time, after the Moghul troops had been for three days permitted at dis- 
cretion, to pillage the dwellings of the wretched inhabitants, a man- 
date W’as at lc‘ngtli issued to restrain them from further violence; while 
some coufideiiiiul agents were dispatched by Homa> un, to mollify the 
hostile spirit, and appease the apprehensions of Sultan Bahauder’s gen- 
erals, who had taken refuge at Souugurr. After considerable discus- 
sion, Suddur Khaun, and Sultaun-e-Aulliim, the two principal coni- 
mander<’, were finally persuaded to accept of a capitulation; and b' inn 
upon this conducted immediately to the imperial head quarters, tlic 
former experienced from Homa} un a kind and favorable reception: but 
as this was, it seems, not the first instance in which ShJtaun-e-Aullum 
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had given proof of his hostile and turbulent disposition, he was, not> 
withstanding the capitulation, punished with the loss of both his feet, 
and then set at large to prosecute, at will, the schemes of ambition and 


revenge. 

When, by these preliminary successes, the road had been sufficient* 
ly laid open for him, Homay{in, with ten thousand of his cavahy, pro- 
ceeded without further delay, to enter GAjerat; leaving instructions 
with the main body of the army, to follow him by easy stages. In the 
neighborhood of Tchampaneir,andby the side of the Tank ofEmmaud- 
ul-niiilk, a noble piece of water tJescri bed to be three kosse* in cir- 
cumferenite, in the direction of the gate of Paneily, the Moghul troops 
were drawn out to offer battle to the enemy. On the other hand, re- 
ceiving intelligence of their approach, and having already amply pro- 
vided the fortress of Tcliampaneir, situated on the adjoining hill, with 
the means of defence, Sultan Bahauder withdrew through the opposite 
gate, leading towards the Lushker-tullaou, another tank in the neigh- 
borhood; and retired, with some precipitation, in the direction of Kain- 
bkeit, or Cambay, leaving orders to set fire to the town of Tchampa- 
neir, immediately on 'his departure. But Homayun entering the place 
very shortly afterwards, the proper means were employed, under his 
direction, to extinguish the conflagration; after which, at the head of 
one thousand horse only, he hastened in pursuit of the Sultan, while 
Ameir Hindu Beg, with the remainder of the division, continued on 
the spot; in order to straiten the communications, and watch the move- 
ments of the garrison in the fortress above. Sfiltan Bahauder had, in 
the mean time, remained at Cambay no longer than was necessary to 
set fire to one hundred armed Graabs, or gal lies, which had been equip- 
prd for the purpose of restraining the obnoxious power of the Puriu- 
guese, and of which he thus prevented his enemies from availing them- 
selves in tracing bis flight, when he continued his retreat towards Diu. 
On the evening of the day on which the SAItan took his departure, 
Homayfin arrived at Cambay; and, for the first time in his life, beiield 
an arm of the trackless ocean From hence he dispaicht-d a part of his 
cavalry to arrest the flight of Sfiltan Bahauder, who finally succeeded, 
however, in making good his retreat into Diu; from the neigiiborhood 


* At least five miles. 
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of which, with no inconsiderable booty, the Moghiil troops now return- 
ed to the presence of their sovereign at Cambay. And thus, in the 
nine hundred and forty-second of the hidjerah,* according to our au- 
thor, was accomplished the first conquest ofGujerat by the Moghfils. 

Towards the conclusion of the former year, the fortress of Kanda- 
haur, that we might not be left entirely ignorant of what was passing 
on the most distant extremity of the empire, had been closely invested 
by Saum Mirza, the brother of Shah Tahmasp king of Persia, at the 
head of an army of Kuzzulbaush, or redcaps — the appellation assigned 
to the Persian soldiery under the authority of the Seffies, and who 
were, on this occasion, gallantly opposed by Khaujah Kullan Beg, 
the governor for the house of Teymur. At the termination of about 
eight months, the garrison were, however, seasonably relieved by the 
advance of Mirza Kamraun, who had early proceeded from Labour to 
their assistance; and on the first day of Shabaun, of the nine hundred 
and forty-second of the hidjerah.f not far from Kandahaur, hesucceeded 
in gaining a signal victory over the besiegers, who were defeated with 
considerable loss — AgherNowauz Khaun, the A taleik, or preceptor, of 
the Persian prince, and oneof the mostdistinguished commanders, being 
made prisoner in the action, and put to death immediately afterwards. 
Mirza Kamraun then returned with the utmost dispatch towards La- 
bour, which he reached at the very crisis to arrest the progress of Ma- 
bommed Zemmaun Mirza, in the midst of the commotions which he 
had excited in the Punjaub. On the dispersion of the army of Sul- 
tan Bahauder, at Mundsour, this personage had, as we have already re- 
lated, wiihcirawn himself to the westward; with the design of availing 
himself of any advantage that might occur in the country among the 
branches of the Indus. When he reached the borders of Sind, he was 
further encouraged in his views by Shah Hfisseyiie, the son of Shah 
Beg Arghbn, the independent prince of that territory; who, without ad- 
mitting him one step within the limits of his authority, coolly pointed 
out the opportunity, at that moment presented by the absence of Mirza 
Kamraun, on his expedition to Kandahaur, for the occupation of the 
fertile province of Labour. With the expectation that he should find 
the country entirely without defence, he accordingly appeared before 
* Commenciag IslJuIy, \ D. 1535. t 24th January, 1536. 
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A. H. 942. the city of that name, to which he immediately laid siege. But while 
A. D. 1530 w'as yet engaged in the undertaking, Mirza Kamraun, (lushed with 
thetriuirph of his victory near Kattdahaur, appeared in the neighbor- 
hood of Labour; and Mahommed Zemmaun, like one stricken with a 
panic, suddenly raised the siege, and, as the only alternative, made the 
best of his way back again into Gujerat. Not long afterwards, Mirza 
Ueyder Gurekan, the son-in-law", having through some discontent or 
other, quitted Kashghar, and withdrawn through Riiddiikhshaun, to 
Labour, there presented himself to claim the protection of Kamraun. 

In the mean time, Shah Tahmasp in person, at the head of his army, 
appeared before Kandahaur, in the course of the succeeding spring, 
that of 1536; and the place was immediately surrendered to him, with- 
out resistance, by the same Khaujah Kullan Beg, who had so honor- 
ably defended it on the former occasion. For this, on his arrival at La- 
bour, he was exposed to the just displeasure of Mirza Kamraun. 'Pliat 
Prince, however, when, after some d» 1 ly, he had comph ted the neces- 
sary equipments, proceeded once more towards Kandahaur, leaving 
Mirza Heyder to administer the government of Labour in his absence. 
But, before he reached Kandahaur, Shah Tahmasp had quilted that 
place on his return into Persia; after confiding the government, toge- 
ther with a comjietent garrison, to the discretion of Bedaug Khaun 
Kajaur, or Kojour, one of his most distinguished officers. After a 
siege of some duration, the place was, however, again surrendered, on 
ti nils, to Mirza Kamraun; who returned as formerly to Labour, as soon 

t 

as he had rendered the fortibcdtions of Kandahaur again sufficiently 
tenable against the operations of a siege. 

To return, iiowever, to the main object of our narrative; while llo- 
mayun continued in the neighborhood of Kambay, wdlh but a very 
slender force for the protection of his camp, it occurred to the Aineirs 
Ahmed Laad', and Rokk» n i)&oud, two of the vassals of the extruded 
Sultan Bahauder, who liv« d in retirement some where in the V'Cinity of 
Kouniwaurah, or Liinawaurah, that the circumstance presented a very 
fair opportunity for surprise ; and they accordingly proposed to the 
Koulics, and Gowaurs — peradv«-nture Guraussiah — the independent 
natives of the surrounding territory — to avail themselves of the first 
favorable dark night to make the attempt. To this they immediately 
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agreed. But, on the very night on which the design was to be carried 
into execuiion, an old woman of the country made her appearance at 
the entrance of the imperial pavilion, and detaijinded to be immediately 
admitted to the presence of lIomayun;affirming that she had something 
of theutmnst importance tocommuriicale, which could not be'explained 
to any other than the emperor himself, without the intervention of any 
third person. As her importunities were extremely pressing, and she 
seemed to be actuated by the sincerity of truth, the woman was, at last, 
introduced to the presence of the emperor, to whom she instantly made 
known the design in agitation, of attacking his camp. After satisfying 
himself in otl'.er respects, on the subject of her information, the monarch 
had the curiosity to enquire, to what motive he was to ascribe that 
zeal for his welfare, of which she had just given him so essential a proof, 
M hen she proceeded to explain, that her only son was a captive in the 
train of one of the vassals of the imperial court, and that, in compensa- 
tion for this important piece of intelligence, she had been induced to 
hope for his enlargement. In the mean time, if her information proved 
untrue, she expressed her perfect willingness to forfeit both her own 
life and that of her son. The latter was accordingly sought for, and 
to^etlier with his mother, immediately lodged in safe custody; while 
I lomayun hastened to dispose of his small force, in such a manner as to 
I liide thv expected attack, taking his station a little to one side of the 
encampment. 

Some time before day-break, precisely as had been announced to the 
Emperor, a body of Blieils and Gowaurs, doubtless Gorauss, to the 
number of five or six thousand, poured at once among the imperial tents, 
which they proceeded to rifle, without interruption, of every species of 
property ; in v\liich, as an article of particular regret is mentioned, a 
copy of tlie Te\ mur-iiamah, transcribed by Moulla SbltamAlly, and 
illustrated with paioiings by Oiistaud Behzaud. This was subsequently 
recovered, and at the period at which Abfil Fazzel wrote his history, 
was to be seen in the imperial library of Akhar. On the other hand, 
drawn up on a neighboring rising ground, HomayAn and his troops 
remained, anxiously expecting the hour of day-light; but the moment 
they could discriminate their objects, the Moghfils commenced such a 
galling discharge from their bows, that the banditti immediately fled in 
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A. H. 942. every direction. The old woman wasof course liberally rewarded fbr her 
A D 1&36 

Al^l Fagwl * seasonable disclosure; but, from a suspicion that the inhabitants 
faad,insomesbapeorothe9|Concurredinthedesign,and,notimprobabljf, 
to indemnify his followers for their loss in the attack, Homayiin gave 
orders that the unfortunate town of Kambay should be immediately 
plundered, and burnt to the ground; after which he determined to re- 
linquish all further pursuit ofSikltan Bahauder, and returned, accord* 
ingly, to rejoin the army before Tchampaneir. 

That important fortress bad been now, for a period of four months, 
successfully defended against its besiegers, by Lkhtiaur Khaun; a son 
of the Kauzy, or civil judge, ofNeriaud, one of the principal towns in 
the neighboring territory, who bad been recommended by his superior 
talents and sagacity, to the first rank among the confidential servants of 
Sfiltan Bahauder. But, while nothing was omitted that could be fore- 
seen by the most cautious and vigilant circumspection, ail was render- 
ed unavailing by one of those trivial occurrences, thr> ugh which the 
best concerted plans of human intelligence have been so frequently de- 
feated, when opposed to ardent enterprise, actingunder the influence of 
an over-ruling providence. There existed, it seems, at this period, ad- 
joining to one part on which the fortress stood, a thick forest supposed 
impervious to men on foot, and much more so to those on horseback; 
and through this, stimulated by the powerful incitemfnts of a gainful 
traffic, some wood-cutters from the country below, had found means to 
penetrate to the base of the rock; from whence, by ropes let down from 
above, they contrived to furnish the garrison with occasional supplies 
of grain, and clarified butter, or ghee, in return for the money which 
they received on the spot, by the same means of conveyance. 

In these circumstances, when the siege had been protracted so far 
beyond hi(|gxpectations, Honiay fin was one day making a circuit round 
the place, in order to discover, if possible, some point on which it 
might be assailed with a reasonable prospect of success; and he hap- 
pened, by mere accident, to be approaching from the side of Haloul, 
which was a part of the mountain converted into garden grounds, at- 
the very moment when these men, after having disposed of their pro- 
perty in the manner just described, were issuing from the forest. As. 
was to be expected, they were immediately interrogated as to the ob- 
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jwts which had brought them there; but when they stated themselves 
to be wood-cutters, without producing either hatchet or wedge, or any 
other of the implements of their calling, suspicion was very naturally 
awakened, and they were cautioned immediately to declare the truth, 
on pain of the most severe and rigorous punishment. Thus intimidated, 
they disclosed the fact without further disguise; and being directed to 
lead the way, they conducted the monarch and his attendants imme- 
diately to the foot of the rock, where it rose from sixty to seventy 
Guz,*or,atthe least, one hundred and ten feet in perpendicular height, 
with a surface entirely smooth, and of course impracticable of ascent 
to any human effort, unassisted by the inventions of experience. 

Without a moment’s delay, sevent}'^ or eighty strong iron spikes were 
sent for, and successively driven into the rock, at convenient intervals, 
and on either hand parallel to each other, at the distance of a giiz 
all the way to the summit. As soon as this perilous ladder*!' had been 
completed, some of the most distinguished warriors were directed to 
ascend; and the moment the thirty-ninth man appeared to be suffici- 
ently 'advanced, Homayiin himself stepped forward, and was about to 
plant his foot upon the first step, when Beyram Khaun interposed, in- 
trcating that his master would pause until the preceding part of this 
adveniumiis band should have made way for him. At the same instant 
he grasped the spikes and proceeded himself to ascend, immediately 
followed by Homayiin, who became thus the forty-first person that 
gained the summit of the rock. The band was, soon afterwards, rein- 
forced to the number of three hundred in the whole, all animated by 
the presence, and with the invincible resolution of their sovereign. 

By a preconcerted arrangement, it was provided that an attack should 
be made, at the same instant, on the front of the enemy’s works, by the 
troops stationed for that purpose in the different batteriQ|; and while 
the garrison, ignorant of the danger from within, were intently gazing 
from the parapets of the fort on the movements below, the three hun- 
dred who had scaled the rock, suddenly assailed them in the rear, and 
* There is reason to think tliat the guz of Abul Fazzei contained thirty seven inches, 
[tessu], in which case it was from sixty to seventy yards in height. 

t If this was funned, as was probably the case, with ropes fastened from one spike la 
another, both longitudinally and across, it iiiiybt ans«’cr extremely well, parlieularly if the 
roek receded ever so little from tiieperjiendicular. 
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A. H.942-A43. at once deprived them of all power of exertion, especially when it was. 

announced that Homayiin in person was among the assailants. The 
imperial great drum now struck up the sounds of victory; and Ekhtiaur 
Khaun, with a part of the garrison, retiring to a more elevated reach of 
the mountain, there contrived to secure himself for the night. He was, 
however, the following day permitted to capitulate; and being introdu- 
ced to the presence of Hoinaydn, he was, by that monarch, immediately 
received to favor. Not long afterwards, in consideration of his dis- 
tinguished acquirements in every branch of science, but particularly 
in geometry and astronomy, to which, not withstaniiiiig the engagements 
and fatigue of public business, he had found hdsure to apply, Ekhtiaur 
Khaun was enrolled among the personal attendants of his new sover- 
eign. He is represented, moreover, to have been an elegant and inge- 
nious poet, and one of his contemporaries at once commemorates the 
occasion, and marks the period of his first visit to Homayfin, in the 
following sentence: “ The first week of the month of Sulfur” — the Per- 
sian characters of the original of which, numerically applied, exhibit 
the date of the capture of Tchampaneir on this occasion, namely, the 
nine hundred and forty third year of the hidjerah.* 

The kingdom of Gujerat, to the banks of th-i Mehandery, or river 
Mehie sometimes so denominated, was now in possession of the offi- 
cers of the Moghul government. But that part of it which lay to the 
north- west of the same river,compriaing the ancient peninsula, appears 
to have been abandoned to its fate; without the presence of a single 
agent, either to collect the revenue, or provide for the general safety. 
In these circumstances, the inhabitants dispatched a report of their si- 
tuation to SfiUaii Baliauder, assuring him that the collections were ready 
for payment, and would be made over with scrupulous punctuality, to 
any person ||^om he might think fit to employ for the purpose. Not 
one of the oifficers who remained with him could, however, for some 
time, be persuaded to accept of the charge; until at last, on the express 
stipulation that lie should he accountable to no one whatever for such 
colU ctionsas heshrmld be able to secure, Eiuinaud- ul-mulk agreed to 
undertake it. On these terms, that officer, at the head of about two 
hundred horse, accordingly took hisdepartiire for A hmedabad, but con- 
* From the Itfth to the 2<ith of July 1630, 
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triving, during his progress, to make some liberal distributions among A. H. 943. 

those who ventured to follow his fortune, he found, by the time he reach- - ^ * 

Abi]lL 

ed that capital, a force often thousand men assembled under bis orders. 

By an a<ivance, moreover, ofone lak in tliecurrencyofGtijerat,orabout 
two thousand five hundred rupees, to every individual who served with 
two horses, this force accumulated, soon afterwards, to thirty thousand 
strong; which was further augmented, at no very distant interval, by the 
junction often thousand more, under Mujauhed K.haun, the ruler of 
Jounagurr. 

In the mean time, Ilomayfin was engaged in giving, by the side of the 
Derria-talaou. a piece of water in the vicinity of that place, a variety of 
entertainments to his army, in consequence of the reduction of Tcham- 
parieir, and of the other valuable acquisitions obtained by his recent 
victories. And here, as a measure of the wisest policy, if not of ab- 
solute necessity in all well regulated governments, the author avails 
himself of the occasion to recommend, that a system of domestic su- 
pervision should be established through every class of society; in order 
to watch, without ceasing, every circumstance, whether in action or 
discourse, that may have a tendency to disturb the public tranquillity; 
and more especially at those conjunctures, w hen the attention of the 
sovereign may happen to be engaged on objects foreign to the ordinary 
pursuits of government — since the neglect of some such precaution, had, 
about the period under consideration, nearly produced a very serious 
inconvenience to tlomayiin, which will be more clearly explained by 
the following facts. 

While the festivities were going on, to which we have just alluded, 
a party of obscure and inconsiderate individuals, generally of the class 
of library keepers, armour and inkstand bearers, who had been from 
their insignificance, unavoidably excluded from the list of those who, 
on these occasions, were admitted to the royal presence, agreed to meet 
as Well as their superiors, and enjoy themselves in the gardens of Ha- 
loul, of which some notice has been already taken in a preceding page. 

In the delirium produced by a too frequent circulation of the goblet, 
one of the party, amidst the sallies of mirth, ventured, it seems, a lirtle 
out of season, to introduce the subject of the Zuifer'i&mib, or histoiy 
of Teymfir, composed by Shurf-ud-dein Ally the Yezdian; and pro> 
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A. H.M8. ceeded to recite that passage in the early stage of the conqueror's for* 
A. D. 1636. tune, wherein he is described as taking from each of his warlike fol- 
Ab4IFaz£el. j^^yerg, at this period not more than forty in number, a brace of ar- 
rows, and having bound them together in a single bundle, to have pas- 
sed them alternately to every individual, with a desire that each would 
try his utmost across the knees, to break them. When each had ac- 
cordingly made the attempt without success, TeymAr took the sheaf of 
arrows asunder, and returned to each his own, which, on making the 
trial, were now easily snapped in themiddle. On which the hero desired, 
them to remember that whilst, like the bundle of arrows, united, they 
continued firmly and faithfully attached to each other, few as they 
were in number, nothing would ever prevail to put them doivn, and 
success and victory would inseparably attend them, wherever they 
bent their course. And this was, indeed, exactly confirmed by the 
event; since, by making this simple and striking lesson the rule of their 
conduct, they finally rendered themselves masters of the fairest part of 
the habitable globe. 

Little reflecting that, morally speaking, the band of heroes, of whom 
the example was recited, might have been considered individually 
equal to an host, acting under the direction of divine providence tow- 
ards the attainment of a particular object, the punishment of human 
depravity, these mistaken men, with their senses steeped in wine, did 
not hesitate to place themselves on a par with warriors so renowned; 
not without arrogating to themselves a decided advantage in point of 
number, since, in counting those present, they found that they amount- 
ed to no less than four hundred persons, in the pride of health and man- 
hood. That very moment, accordingly, they quitted the imperial en- 
campment ina body,for the purpose^as they conceived, of carryingtheir 
besotted plan of universal conquest, into immediate execution; with- 
out taking iiij^ the slightest calculation the perils to which, at every 
step, they must inevitably be exposed. 

The day following, when it was observed that none of them attended 
in their places, and no information could be obtained as to the cause 
of their absence, a suspicion soon arose, that they were not employed 
on any very loyal or justifiable design. A division of one thousaiidl 
cavalry was therefore immediately dispatched to look after them; apdi. 
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not very long afterwards, the whole of these inexperienced and infatu- 
ated visionaries, were brought, bound neck and heels, to the imperial 
headquarters. When it wasaiinounced tohim, that these wretched tru- 
ants were at his mercy, it happened to be Saturday on which Homayun, 
robed in irefulcrimson,wasengaged on the throneof judgment, in passing 
sentence upon those who had, in any shape, offended against the laws; 
and instantly, many of the misguided men were condemned to suffer 
with a severity, of which there are few examples in the history of this 
monarch, some to be trampled to death by elephants, others to lose their 
heads, others their feet and hands, andothers their ears and noses,while 
some were permitted to escape with the loss of their fingers only. But, 
while themonarch vrasthus employed in directinghisvengeanceagainst 
those who had dared to disregard bis authority, the hour of evening 
prayer arrived; and the officiating Imaum, who was not very remarka- 
ble for discrimination of mind, in the course of the first genuflexion 
[rekkaat], unfortunately selected, for the service, that portion of the 
Korsjn, entitled the chapter of the elephants — relating to that circum- 
stance in the history of Arabia, in which the tyrant Abrauhah, from 
Yemen, having dispatched an army accompanied by a remarkable ele- 
phant, for the purpose of demolishing the temple of Mekkah, the di- 
vinebeing is described to have employed a flight of bustards, or some 
such birds, to stone his army to death. When, however, the course of 
devotions was concluded, liomayAn, who conceived that the Imaum 
had designedly fixed upon this chapter, in order to charge him by im- 
plication with injustice and cruelty, directly gave orders that the un- 
happyman should be thrown at the feet of hiselephants. And the harsh 
mandate had been as promptly carried into execution, were it not for 
the intercession of Moulana Mahommed Perghuly; who, by convin- 
cing him of the simple character and unintentional error of the poor 
Imaum, succeeded, at last, in appeasing the resentment of the angry' 
monarch,. who passed the whole of the ensuing night in a state of bit- 
ter regret,.and mortification of spirit. 

Not long after he had dispatched this unpleasant affair, leaving Te- 
reddy Beg Khsun in command of Tchampaneir, Homayun put liis 
troops in motion towards Ahmedabad, and proceeded to the river Me.- 
baodery, where, for a short time, be continued encamped; while Em-. 
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maud'iil-miilk, on his part* assuming a countenance of resolution and 
defiance, for every movement in approach of the MoghAls, made a cor- 
responding march in advance to oppose them. In these circumstan- 
ce8,sonjew here about midway between the towns of Neriaud andMah- 
moudabad, the advanced division of HomayAn’s troops, being some 
stapes in front of the main body under the orders of Mirza .Asskery, 
fell in with Emmand'Ul mOlk rn person, at the liead of the army ofGu- 
jerat ; by -whom, after a severe conflict, the Moghul division was en- 
tirely repulsed. But,areinforcemt nt from the main body coming up 
in considerable strength, to their support, under Yarlgiuir Naossef 
Mirza, with the Ameirs Kaussem Hflsseyne Khaun,and Hindu Beg, 
end a report being circulated that t lie emperor himself was on the spot, 
the conquerors in their turn, were seized with a panic, and fled almost 
instantly in great confusion; Auiliim Khaiin L6dy, and a few other 
oflicers, only endeavouring to make head against Yadgaurand his Mo- 
ghuls, while Emmaud-ul-mfilk, half dead with apprehension, was mak- 
ing his escape from the field. Derwaish Mahommed Khra Sheir, tlie 
father of Shujayet Khaun, was the most distinguished of llie Moghul 
commanders who fell on this occasion. 

In the mean time, the standard of llomayun actually made its ap- 
pearance on the field of battle, and victory became no longer doubt tul; 
but, although between three and four thousand of the enemy had 
perished in the conflict, previous to the arrival of the emperor, it was 
yet thought expedient to depute some person to Khodawiind Khaun, 
that Ameir of Gfijerat who had recently joined the cause of the Mogh- 
tls, in order to enquire whether he considered there still remained 
any uncertainty as to the issue of that day’s battle, lie rcpiierl, that 
if that leprous slave, alluding to Emmaud-ui-mAlk, who was probably 
a Circassian, and opprobriously thus termed from his fair complexion, 
was himself present in the action, the conflict was at an end— -if not, it 
seemed advisable that the work of siaupliter should be continued for 
some time longer. All doubt was, however, soon afterwards removed 
bythe report ofa wounded soldier, who had laid himself amonglheslain; 
and who now declared that Einmaud-ul tnflik in person had actually 
commanded in the battle. 

On the succeeding day,the imperial army prosecuted its march, Mir- 
za Asskery preceding, as formerly, with a division ol troops, us au ad- 
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ranced guard* until the main body encamped on the noble tank of 4. H. 043. 

Kaunkriah. Mirza Aaskery then took the liberty of representins: to 
*. .. .. Abuifauel, 

HoiTia,\un, that if the whole army were pt^rnmted ai once to enter Ah- 

medabad* the inhabitants would, inevitably be exposed to the most 
serious injury; and a mandate was accordingly issued that some of the 
imperial Yessawiils, or exempts, should he stationed at each of the 
gates, with instructions to see that none but those belonging to the 
vanguard should be suffered to enter the city. Homayhn then hxed 
his head quarters in the nt ighborhood of Serkeitch, a spot, at this pe- 
riod, much admired, and pn.bably one cfthe suburbs of A hmedabad. 

Three days afterwards, accompanied by the officers of his court, Ho- 
mat in proceeded to view the different quarters of that once noble me- 
tropolis of Guj'^rat; after which, his attention W'as devoted to arrange 
a plan tor the final government of the province. In pursuance ofsuch 
arrangements, Aineir Hindu Beg was now invested with the command 
of a complete division of the aimy, destined to be employed wherever 
its presence should he found most necessary. The city of Putiun, 
anciently Neherwala, with the territory dependent upon it, was placed 
under the separate autl.ority of Yarlgaur Naiisser Mirza. Baroutch, 
with the emporium ol Surat, and the town of Nousaury, was consigned 
to Kaiissero Hussey ne Sultan; KambSeit, or Kamhay, and Broudah, 
were allotted to Doast B* g Eishek Aga; [great master of ceremonies^ 
and Mahmuudabad to Meir Boujekah Bahauder. 

These arrangements having been accordingly put in train, Homay- 
An quilted Ahmedabad, directing his march for the maritime city of 
Deib, or Dm, so often mentioned in the early accounts of modern Eu- 
ropean conquests in India. But, on reaching the town of Dendiikah, 
about thirty kosse on that side of Ahmedabad, dispatches- were deli* 
vered to him, which imperiously required his attention in another 
quarter; and, for the present at least, terminated his designs against Sfii* 
tan Bahauder. In short, it was announced to him from Agrah, that in 
const quence of his protracted absence from the seat of government, the 
usual symptoBisol insuhoidination began to display themselves aniong 
the turbulent and disaffected borderers; and from Malwah, he learnt at 
the same time, that Mehter Zembour, the imperial jaguirdaur, or grand 
feudatory, of Jrliodia, on the Ncrbudda, had been attacked by Sekun*- 



A:H.943. 
A. D. 153 0 

Abfki Faszel. 


TU 

der Khaun, and Mellou Khalili» both in insurrection, and Compelled 
toretire with his property into Oujein, whither the whole of the troops 
in that quarter had also withdrawn for protection. In that city they 
had been invested by the revolters in great force; and Derwaish Ally 
Ketabdaur — librarian — the military governor of the place, having been 
killed by a musquet shot, the garrison had finally demanded to capitu- 
late. Under all these circumstances, a resolution was adopted to re- 
turn without delay into Malwah, leaving Ghjerat in charge of Mirza 
Asskery, and to fix the seat of authority for some time at Mandou — as 
a point from which it would not be difficult at once to put down the 
rebellion in Malwah, to secure the subjugation of the newly acquired 
province of Gujerat, and to keep in check that spirit of treason and 
disaffection, which had alarmed the capital of the empire. 

With these objects in view, Uomayun proceeded suddenly to the 
left towards Kambay, and from thence-, successively to Broudah, Ba- 
rouch, and Surat; after which^ he continued his march for Bfirham* 
pour, and having remained at That place for seven days, he resumed 
his journey, and leaving the fortress of Asseir on the one side, finally 
reached Mandou without accident. The very rumour of his approach 
produced an immediate dispersion of those tumultuous and illgovern- 
ed associations that had risen in defiance of his authority; and as he 
found his constitution to accommodate itself w'ith singular felicity to 
the province, the greater part of his household were immediately provi- 
ded with jagueirs, or possessions in fee, in Malwah, and every thing 
seemed disposed by his bounty, to ensure enjoyment, peace, and pros- 
perity, to all around. 

In order to prepare us for what is to follow, our author, in themoral- 
izing strain in which he occasionally delights to indulge, proceeds to 
remark, that the man, be his station however exalted, who returns with 
ingratitude the bounties of a generous benefactor, will, in the issue, 
invariably ever find-that he has dug the pit for his own destruction — 
has stricken the hatchet into his own foot; and in support of the ob- 
servation, we are immediately referred to the wretched malversation 
exemplified in the conduct of Mirza Asskery, and the officers selected 
by Hoinayfin, to superintend, under him, the government of Gujerat. 
For, after the enjoyment of a very fleeting and unsubstantial period of 
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prosperity, and with a fatuity which could no where exist but in the A.H. 943, 
most wretched narrowness of spirit, these personages could not be pre- 
vented from engaging in mutual hostility; and, by thus throwing the 
affairs of the country into confusion, from affording to the enemies of 
thesta-e that opportunity for which, it must have been notorious, that 
th‘ w ere ever on the watch. 1 n consequence of these dissentioiis, at 
the expiration of about three months after the imagined settlement of 
the government, Khaun-e*jahaun the Shirauzian, and Roumy Khaun, 
the same, no doubt, as we have already noticed to have been the founder of 
Surat caslle, associating together, found means in the first place to take 
possession of Nousaury; which was heldbyan officerof the name of Ab- 
dullah Khaun, under the authority of his kinsman Kaussem Husseyne 
Sultan the Ouzbek, and which he abandoned without resistance, reti- 
ring immediately to Baroutch. With equal facility, Khaun-e-jahaun 
and his associate obtained possession of Surat; from whence they pro- 
cn did, the former by land, and Roumy Khaun, with an equipment of 
artilli rv, by sea, to lay siege to BardPftch. Seized with the same dis- 
gract fill panic, Kaussem Husseyne also quitted that place, making the 
best of his wa}’, first to Tchampaneir, and afterwards to Ahmedabad; in 
order, as he pretended, to demand the aid of Mirza Asskery and Hindu 
Beg, the latter, vis we have already mentioned, at the head of the troops 
expressly destined for the general defence of the province. 

About the same conjuncture, Seyud Eshauck, who had received 
from Sultan B.diauder, the title of Shetaub Khaun [celerj made him- 
siil master of Kanibay; while, in obedience to a summons from Mirza 
Asi'kvry, Yadgaur Nausser Mirza left Puttun to its fate, and repaired 
to A hmedabad. Encouraged by the same appearances of disunion and 
defect of co-operation, Derry’a Khaun, and Mohaufez Khaun, two com- 
manders from the garrison of Raeisein, notwithstanding former profes- 
sions, now presented themselves to Sultan Bahauder; and, finding that 
Puttun was thus left destitute of defence, hastened from Diu soon af- 
terwards, and took possession of that ancient city without opposition. 

Such, in short, was the deplorable mis-management and want of con- 
cert among the Moghvil officers, at the crisis under consideration, in 
their recent conquests in Gujerat, that Ghuzzen-fer, one of the retainers 
in the immediate service of Yadgaur Nausser Mirza, actually deserted , 
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A. >1.943. colours, and with three hundred horse in his train went over to 
A. D. 153C. Sultan Baliauder; whom, by every argument he could employ, hestim* 
AbulFaz2el. yigfpj to undertake the recovery of his kingdom. 

The numerous applications which were continually arriving from his 
adherents in Gujerat, on the same subject, finally determined the Sul- 
tan on making the attempt, and he accordingly proceeded towards A h- 
medabad; in the neighborhood of which, at the suburban village of Ser- 
keitch, formerly mentioned, be soon aftertvards encatnp''d in consider- 
able force. The Mirzas Asskery and Yadgaur Nausscr, with the 
Ameirs lliudfii Beg, and Kaussem llusseyne Khaun, at the head of little 
less than twenty thousand horse, drew out wi»h apparent resoluti )n, 
and took post in front of the .Sultan; with w hoin, for three days an<l as 
many nights, they supported some very war.n and vigorous skirmishes. 
Being, however, little animated by a just 'jpoit of ztal for th<* ciiuse of 
their sovereign, they finally adopted the p'lsillaniiiions and fatal resol- 
ution of abandoning the capital of Gujerat, witliout risking the issue of 
a general action; and in this deH^hmi nation, immedialily cnminenced 
their retreat towards Tchampaiieir. .Sultan Bahauder, who already con- 
sidered himself engaged in a most penhuis undertaking, was beyond 
measure rejoiced to find himself so unexpectedly relii.ved from his ap- 
prehensions, and boldly proceeded in pursuit of the enemy, Seyiiil 
Mubaurek the Bokharian conducting the advanced guard of his tioops. 
This officer very soon came up with the rear of the .Mogliuls under Yad- 
gaur Nausser Mirza, by whom he appears to have been resolutely at- 
tacked, and repulsed w ilh considerable loss; hut, as that prii.ee rec* ived 
a wound in his arm, he considered it prudent to continue his retreat after 
the main body, which he acconlingly rejoined without further molesta- 
tion — the enemy stopping short,a8 it would appear,at the town of Mah- 
moudabad. Totally regardless, however, of every consideration of fame 
and duty, Mirza xXsskery, whose heart had now descended to his heels, 
proceeded to cross the Mehandery which was in his front, with the 
most shameful precipitation; many of his troops perishing in the stream 
through the iuirry and-confusion of his disorderly retreat. Sfiltan Ba- 
hauder appeared, indeed, shortly afterwards, on the banks of the same 
river. 

Arriving in this disgraceful plight under the walls of Tchampaneir, 
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tlie Mirzas and their fi)llowers were suitably entertained in the vicinity 
of that place, byTereddy Beg Khaun the governor; who conceived, that 
after fulfilling to the utmost of his means the claims of hospitality, it 
would be no more than prudent to return at nigiit to his post within the 
fortifications. On the day following, he received from the princes a 
specious message, representing the extreme distress to which they were 
reducerl, together w ith the whole of the troops under their orders, and 
requestingthatjfor their relief,he would sparethem a part of the public 
treasure which was known to be in the fort. With this they said that 
thty would beenuMtd, by amoderatedistribution,torecruitthestrength, 
and restore the ppii it of the army; and ti; us return, with confidence re- 
assured , to oj)pose the further jirogress of Sultan Bahauder. Theyad- 
dftl ll'.at they wt le thus nrg« nt in theirapplication, because itwouldnot 
i»e pos-ible for the express which they either had sent, or were about to 
liispatcli to Mandou, to reach the imperial headquarters at that place 
and reiurn again, probahly, undci a period of six days. To this retjuest, 
however, ’FereddN !)cg returned a direct negative; and the Mirzas fortli- 
w iili d' tcrmincd on a plan to seize ins person, and thus obtain posses- 
sion of the whole, instead of a part, of the treasure which had beem 
« oiiimitti-d to liis ec.rc. .Alter « liieii,a resolution was further adopted to 
Mirza Asski rv to fiie sovereignty of Gujerat; in which, if thew 
could succeed, by finally subverting the power of Sultan Bahauder, ail 

oiilii he well again. Otherwise, since it appeared that Homaviin con- 
tinued so delighted with the climate of Malwah, and that the precincts 
<»f the metropolis of Agrah w ere left without defence, nothing couhl 
prevent tlieii proceeding in the last extremity, to secure an eslahlish- 
mentin that quarter. 

In the mean time, little suspecting the design in agitation, Tereddy 
Beg was coming down from the fort on a visit of respect to the Mirzas, 
and had dese- nded part of the way when, fortunately for himself, he 
became apprized of bis danger; and, suddenly returning to his quarters, 
he from thence dispatched a message to the plotting chiefs, announcing 
to them that he should consider their remaining in his vicinity for a 
singleday longer, as equally unwarrantable on their part, and incompa- 
tible with the safety of the post entrusted to his charge. To this the 
Mirzas itequainted him in reply, that they were in reality about to de- . 
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part; but having someibing of great importance to communicate, that 
they were anxious to hold a previous conference with liim. Being, 
however, now sufficiently aware of their object, he conveyed a suitable 
answer, and the very next morning opened a canonade on their encamp- 
ment, which they were accordingly compelled to break up with some 
precipitation. Without further deliberation, their march was upon this 
directed, by the route of Gauht-Kerjy, or Gauht-Guertchy, immedi- 
ately towards Agrah. 

While theMogh(i!troops,who had thusshamefullyabandoned the fruit 
of their victories, continued in the neighborhoodofTchampaneir,Sultan 
Bahauderdid not conceive it prudent to cross the Mehaiiderv; which, 
in this point, is described to lie at the distance of fifteen kbsse, or almut 
thirty miles, to the west-ward of that mountain-fortress. But the mo- 
ment he understood that the Mirzas were actually on their march to- 
wards Agrah, and became otherwise in some degree apprized of the vi- 
sionary schemes which they had.in contemplation, he passed that river 
without further delay, and appeared soon afterwards, in great force, 
under the walls of Tchampaneir. In these circumstances, notwith- 
standing the natural strength of the place, and the abundance of his 
resources both for subsistance and defence, Tereddy Beg also, regard- 
ing only what concerned his personal safety, thought fit to abandon his 
important charge; and withdrawing directly to Mandou, there ex- 
plained at large to Homayfin, what he had been able to discover of the 
treasonable and disloyal designs of his unworthy relatives. With a 
view to anticipate, if possible, that part of their design which had A- 
grah for its object, Uomayfin proceeded by forced marches, in the 
straightestcoursefor Cheitour; and, by a singular piece of good fortune, 
which did full justice on this occasion to his conceptions, actually fell 
in with this body of malcontents in the neighborhood of that place. 
Here, making a virtue of necessity, the misguided Mirzas sougiit the 
presence of their imperial and much offended relative; and, contrary 
to any thing that they had a right to expect, they experienced a very 
gracious reception; all their guilty plans were consigned to oblivion; 
and they were once more loaded with the bounties of a too generous 
and indulgent monarch. But there unhappily existed otfu r causes of 
an untoward nature, which rendered the return of Homayfin to the ca* 
pital of the empire, at this period, indispensably necessary. 
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Although the seditious and turbulent projects of Mahommed Zem- 
maun Mirza had been, for the moment, effectually suppressed, as re- 
lated in a former page, yet the persons employed, in obedience to the 
royal mandate to deprive him of sight, had, it seems, performed the 
operation with such culpable negligence, that his visual organs were 
suffered to escape w'ithout the smallest injury ; and the same refrac- 
tory and turbulent spirit, both in himself and in his son Olugh Mirza, 
was destined to break out again with fresh violence, about the crisis 
under consideration. The continued absence of Ilomayitn from his 
capital was, indeed, an opportunity of w’hich they could not forbear 
to avail themselves; and they accordingly proceeded once more, in a 
certain Piirgunnah, or district, called Balegram, or Belegrem, to take 
up arms against his authority; after which, advancing to Kanouje, by 
granting some sort of capitulation to the sons of Khossrou Koukel- 
taush, who commanded for llomayun, they easily obtained immedi- 
ate possession of that ancient city. To arrest the progress of this usur- 
pation, Mirza Iliudal, u ho presided at Agrah in the absence of his im- 
ju rial brother, hastened shortly afterwards; and crossing the Ganges 
at the station of Belegram, just mentioned, brought the insurgents to 
a battle, in which he is said to have defeated them. But his victory' 
could not havebecnmateriallydecisive, since they appear to have rallied 
inafi w days, and the reports of Ilomayun’s return being now very cur- 
rently circulated, to have risked another action, in which they were 
again defeated, with perhaps more decided effects; Mirza Hindal con- 
ceiving he might be now permitted to repair with the intelligence of his 
success to the presence of llomayun, by this time, probably, arrived in 
the vicinity of his capital. 

Not long after it became known, on the other hand, that Homayun 
was actually on his return towards Agrah, discovering that tl»e fortress 
of Mandoti had been left without any adequate means of defence, 
Bhoupal Rai,of Beijagurr, appeared before that place, and was there 
successively joined by Kader Shah, and Meiran Mahommed Farouky, 
from B&rhanpour. In the mean time, after remaining at Tchampaiieir 
for a period of about fourteen days, Si^ltan Bahauder, yielding to some 
sudden and irresistible impulse, took his departure for Diu. For when 
his good fortune -seemed to have forsaken him in the early stages of 


A. H. ni.r 
A. D 

Abui 



750 


A. H.n43. his contest against the superior ascendancy of the house of Teymur, 
A. D loa n jjig ypj.y means by which he sought to provide against disaster, served 
in the event to complete his destruction. Out to be more explicit, 
we are informed that in the midst of his terrors at the victorious pro- 
gress of the Mughhis, the Sultan had formerly ventured to disputcii 
a deputation, furnished with suitable presents, in order to solicit the 
aid of the Portuguese viceroy, or captain general of the possessions of 
that nation, on tlie w'estern side of India; requesting at the same time, 
that he would come in person to his assistance. When, on t!ie expul- 
sion of Miyza Asskery and his subordinate officeis from (jujerat, in 
the shameful manner just described, Sultan Bahauder repairtd once 
more to Din, he found the Portuguese commander accordingly arrived 
at that place, with a considerable body of troops anti a very powerful 
naval armament. Apprized, indeed, of the recent change in affairs, 
the European chief was easily led to suspect, tiiat finding himself se- 
cure ofthe required aid, or, peradventure, that he was no longer in need 
of it, the Sultan, when called upon to fulfil his part of the eng igements 
betw'een them, might be induced to practice some evasion, lie, there- 
fore, sent a formal message to the Sultan to acquaint him that, in com- 
pliance with his request, he had brought himself thus far to liis assist ., 
ance; and that as soon as he should he a little recovered from a fit of 
illness, by which he w'as at present confined to his ship, he would not 
fail to repair to his presence. 

At once abandoning that prudent circumspection in wjiieh he was 
otherwise by no means deficient, Sultan Bahauder put himsell on board 
a galley, in order to anticipate the visit of the Portuguese g« n ral; but, 
he had no sooner reached the admiral’s vessel, ithan he became convin- 
ced of the imposture, and he instantly sought, by endeavoring to make 
for the shore, to retrieve his error. It was however too late. The 
Portuguese were too keen-sighted towards the interests ol their nation 
not to perceive that, having so valuablea pledge in their hands, it would 
be by no meansincompatible with the views of good policy, before they 
permitted him to depart, to obtain from the Sfiltan the cession of cer- 
tain ports in Gfijerat, which would be most essential to the security of 
their possessions in that part of the world. The viceroy, therefore, 
stepped before himj and affected to intreat one moment’s delay-^not 
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longer than was necessary for the selectionof some curiosity that might 
be worthy of his acceptance as a mark of his profound respect; but the 
Sultan, desiring that the present might be sent after liim, persisted in 
making for the sliip’s side. At this moment„the Portuguese Kauzy, 
chancellor, secretary, or fiscal perhaps, interposed, and peremptorily 
forbid his departure; on which, in a paroxysm of indignation, the Sultan 
drew his srimitar, and instantiv clove him in twain. Through this re- 
markable act of determined resolution, l)y which the by-slanders were 
pioh.ihly electrified, he succeeded in forcing his way to his own gallev. 
'I'he Portuguese armed vessels, however, which had hitherto lain at 
s<ime distance, now closing ii|)on hiin from all sides, an unequal con- 
flict ensued; in the course of which, perceiving no other chance of es- 
cape, the Sultan and Ronrny Kh.uin, bolli together threw themselves 
into tliesca. Roumy Khaun, doubtless the same officer whom we have 
already noticed in a former page, was fortunate enough to be taken up 
by some of those to whom he happened to he known among the Por- 
tugurso squadron; but the Sultan sunk to rise no more. This singular 
event is recorded to have taken place on the third day of Ramzauii, of 
the nine hundred aiid forty tiiird of the hidjorah;* a date which is accu- 
rately preserved in the Persian characters comprized in the sentence, 
“ rerenguian Bahaucler kosh” — Portnguese,butchers of the hero — Ra- 
hauder. It may, however, have occurred either on the third, the twen- 
tieth, or even tlie thirtieth of Ramzaun; the first of which would cor- 
respond, as we have noted, with the twelfth of February — the second 
with the first, and the last with the tenth day, of March A. D. 1 Jd?- 

There were, however, others who yet maintained that Sultan Ba- 
hauder reached the shore in safety; since there prevailed repeated ru- 
mours of his having been subsequently recognized, both inGfijerat, and 
in the Dekkan. In the latter country in particular, among some per- 
sons exercising theinselvesat the game of Tchougan, or horse goff, Ni- 
zam-ul-mulk is said to have discovered one whom he actually acknow- 
ledged as Sultan Bahauder, and whom he therefore caused to be honor- 
ably accommodated in one of his own tents; but observing also that he 

• The I 21 I 1 of February, 1537. It would be curiou$ to compare tiiis statement with 
what may appear on tlie records «if the Portuguese goverumeut ; for such a fact could not 
have occurred without particular notice. 
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A. H. 949. attracted the notice, perhaps the compassion of the multitude, his jea- 

A. Pj^^-1587. jjjygy became excited, and that very night the stranger disappeared; the 
* people not hesitating to attach to Nizam-ul-mhlk himself the suspicion 
of having perfidiously made away with the unhappy wanderer. In 
confirmation of his identity, it is further stated on the authority of Meir 
Abhturaub, a person of the highest consideration among the inhabitants 
of Gujerat, that Moulla Kfitb>ud>dein a Shirauzian, who had been the 
Sultan's preceptor, was present in the Dekkan, and on the spot when 
the discovery occurred which we have just had occasion to notice, and 
subsequently attested most solemnly, that the person so discovered was 
actually no other than Sultan Hahauder himself; for that, at a pri- 
vate interview, he had absolutely related to the minutest particular, 
circumstances longpast which had taken place between themselves, and 
could not possibly be known to any other human being. Neither, con- 
cludes our author, is such an occurrence incompatible with the opera- 
tions of God's providence, although it might appear unaccountable to 
the grossness of human comprehension; and, we may add, that the cir- 
cumstance is by no means without example in the history of human 
events, although we cannot comprehend, if the Sultan did actually es- 
cape, why he should have avoided making himself known the moment 
he reached the shore, unless indeed he remained alive in the hands of 
the Portuguese. 

But, to proceed with the narrative; after the unfortunate Siillan Ba- 
hauder had been thus, according to the general belief, buried in the 
deep, Mahommed Zemmaun Mirza,of the race of Teymur, who had oIk 
tained an asylum in Gujerat, immediately clad himself in blue, under 
the pretence of mourning for the Si^ltan; and having prevailed upon the 
mother of thedeparted prince to adopt him for her son, proceeded, with- 
out further ceremony, to appropriate to his own views a great part 
of the public treasure of the kingdom. A considerable share fell, how- 
ever, by some means or other, into the hands of the Portuguese, and 
some was given up to plunder. At the same time, while Mahommed 
Zemaiin publicly afiected to demand from the Portuguese government, 
reparation for the murder of the Sultan, he privately conveyed to that 
government enormous sums of money; for the purpose of purchas' 'g 
their influence, in order to secure his nomination in the Kbotbah. In 
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this he Bnally succeeded, the said ro3'al formulary being, for some da^^s 
at least, pronounced in his name in the SefFa mosque, some where in 
this vicinity; and he was accordingly permitted, for a short time, to 
indulge in his wretched propensities for licentious debauclierx'; but not 
longer than Emmau(Uul-iiiulk could appear against him at the head of 
an arm^s when he could pusillanimously submit to fly the country. 
Subsequent to this he repaired, covered with shame and loss, to the 
presence of Homayfin; as will be again noticed in its proper place. 

In the mean time, having dispatched these necessary illustrations, 
the author resumes with becoming zeal the main and original subject 
of his narration, to describe that homayun no sooner reached his ca- 
pital of Agrah, than the insolent and rebellious chiefs in that quarter, 
who had risen during his absence against the imperial authority, iu 
general, returned to their allegiance; rejoicing in the means of pardon 
and protection afforded them, through the ready payment of every spe- 
cies of contribution, which thej’ were required to make good, without 
delay, to the imperial exchequer. The whole of Homayun's dominions 
are now represented to have enjoyed, for a short time at least, a state of 
profound peace and security — the frequent, if not the ordinary prelude 
to some dreadful convulsion. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

A. H. 048. however, as he mi^ht have been satisfied with the internet 

A P. 1&37 . repose of his hereditary states, Homayfin appears to have been ill 

Ab41 Fazzel. with regard to his designs against the neighboring powers; for he 

had no sooner brought his own refractory vassals to a sense of theie 
duty, than his attention became earnestly devoted to prepare for ano- 
ther expedition, in order to resume his conquests in the opulent pro- 
vince ofGujerat, and to place them in the bands of men better qualified 
for the functions of government, than those by w'hoin they had been so 
pusillanimously, or perfidiously, abandoned. But while in the crisis 
of his preparations, he was very seasonably interrupted by intelligence 
that Sheir Khaun, the celebrated Afghan, was again in arms against 
his authority, in the provinces to the east-ward. This circumstance 
revived, almost in spite of himself, the design which, previous to his 
recent views oii GCljerat, was in some degree of forwardness; namely, 
that of proceeding to the reduction of Bengal. To that object, there- 
fore, all his previous preparations were now ordered to be applied; and 
it was finally determined to comprehend in the same plan, the expul- 
sion of the ambitious Afghan, and the subjugation of the valuable terri- 
tory on the lower Ganges. And here, in the terms in which it is given 
by Abfil Fazzel, we shall endeavor to condense the early history of this 
able, warlike, and most successful adventurer. 

Sheir Khaun then, whose original name was Fereid, appears to have 
been the son of llussun, the son of Ibrauhim Sherakhil, of the tribe of 
Sour; a branch of those Afghans who inhabit some of the fertile vallies, 
[Hazaurabs3 between the confines of India and the territories of the 
Persian Empire.* This Ibrauhim pursued the humble occupation of 

* According to Ferishtali, the proper country of the Afghans is called Kouh, and ex- 
tends along the Indus downwards, from Suwaud and Beijour, to Sehwy, dependent on Buk- 
kur, and from Hussun Abdal to KabCil, east and west. Subsequent to the introduction of 
lsslaum> having settled at Patuah on the Gauges, they gradually acquired the appellation 
of Patans. 



a dealer in horses, and generally resided at a place called Shumlah, one' 
of'the dt'petidencies on Narnoul. His son Hussun, on arriving at tlie 
age of discretion, forsook the employment of his father and devoted 
himself to the profession of a soldier; in whfch capacity he was longen- 
gagtd in the service of Rai iMiil, the grandfather of RJii Saul, at the 
period in which our author wrote, among the retainers of the Emperor 
Akbar. Removing afterwards to the town of Jounah, subordinate to 
Sahsaram, he was received into the service of Nusseir Khaun Lohauny, 
an Ameir belonging to the court of Sultan Sekunder Lbdy. Here, 
through his great activity and experience in affairs, he soon distinguish- 
ed himself beyond his equals; and passing, on the death of Nusseir 
Khaun, into the employ of his brother Douliit Khaun Lohauny, and. 
sul)sequently,into that of the other feodatory chiefs attached to the au- 
thority of Sultan Sekunder, his fortune gradually advanced, and evei v 
thing seemed to prosper with surprising uniformity under his manage- 
ment. 

11 is son Fereid, however, the subject of our narrative, being of a very 
lieadstroi.'g and vicious disposition, provoked his father’s displeasure, 
and deserted him to engage in the service of Sultan Jenneid Bellas, 
llapjieiiing one day, together w ith two other Afghans, to be introduced 
in the train of his general to the presence of the Emperor Baber, that 
discerning monarch no sooner cast his ey^e upon him, than he observed 
toSulcan Jenneid, that the countenance of this Afghan, pointing to Fe- 
reid, exhibited something so singularly indicative of a disposition to 
engage in plans of turbulence and sedition, that he could not avoid 
cautioning him to secure his person without delay ; at the same time, 
recommending the two other Afghans to his protection, as worthy of 
encouragement. From the manner in which the emperor eyed him, 
suspecting that all was not safe, Fereid, before his general had time to 
commit him to the custody of his guards, seized the opportunity to 
abscond. Just at this crisis, his father Hfissun died, and he became, 
by some means or other, possessed of the family property; after which, 
taking up his abode not far from Sahsaram, in the forest of Jounah, 
which is described as a district belonging to Rohtass on the Saune, he 
there devoted himself without restraint, toevery species of robbery, and 
outrage, against the unoffending inhabitants of the neighboring terri* 
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A. H.943. tory. In a short time he thus contrived to advance himself to a degree 
A. D. 163 7- Qf power far beyond any contemporary chief of his age and country; not 
Ab&IFazzel. through his singular sagacity, and address, than through the most 
faithless and unprincipled proceedings. Of this latter complexion was 
his conduct towards the unfortunate Sultan Bahauder, by whom a large 
sum of money was remitted to him, on the express stipulation that 
he was to march in person to his immediate assistance. Instead, .how- 
ever, of performing his engagement, he contented himself with dis- 
patching to the Sultan some paltry apology to excuse his breach of pro- 
mise, and kept the money to promote his own unhallowed views of ag- 
grandizement. On the other hand, he persevered in his career of spo- 
liation andoutrage against thesurrounding townsand villages, withsuch 
unwearied pertinacity and success, that he soon found himself at the 
head of a very considerable body of troops, composed, however, of the 
most licentious and disorderly profligates, thus brought together, by the 
hope of unrestrained plunder and robbery, from every part of an ill- go- 
verned country.* 

While his affairs were in this successful train, the governor of Bahar, 
an Ameir of the Lohauny tribe of Afghans, happened to demise; leaving 
no person on the spot qualified to take charge of the province in his 
room. Sheir Khaun, and his banditti, did not permit the opportunity 
to escape them. They suddenly entered the country, and possessed 
themselves of an incalculable booty, with which they returned in per- 
fect security to their ordinary haunts. Not long afterwards he made an 
unexpected attack upon Oliigh Mirza, who happened to he placed 
within his reach, and, by his superior address, succeeded in obtaining a 
complete victory over that chief. On his return from this last under- 
taking he plundered Banares; and his resources both in men and money 
having now prodigiously accumulated, he proceeded to take possession 
of Patnah,and the whole of the adjoining territory. At Sourudj-gurr, 
which is the boundary of Bengal in this quarter, be engaged and de- 
feated the troops of the ruler of that province; in consequenceof which, 
he established himself also in possession of a considerable part of the 

* Wp must, nevertbeles-, here observe that the history of Slieir Kiiauu is given by Fe- 
rishtah, in terms iniiDitcly more favorable to the renown of the illustrious Afghan ; anti it is 
very probable, that AhftI Fazzel ma> have been too powerfully influenced in his account, 
by his partiality for the house of Tej/mur, 
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country in that direction. Tliis produced, however, an arduous war A.H n4S. 

with Nusseib Shah the sovereien of Bengal, which continued with — 

, Abul Fs&zzeL 

various success for the period of a twelvemonth; great part of which 

was, however, taken up with the siege of 0(yur, the ancient capital of ' 

the province. 

Among the extraordinary circumstances furnished in the story of this 
successful ad venturer, we are here told that becoming apprized that there 
lived in the service of the Rkjah of Oudessiah, or Orissa, at the time, 
an astrologer of singular skill in his profession, he sent to invite him to 
his camp, in order to consult him as to the issue of those ambitious 
designson which, doubtless at this period, his attention must have been 
deeply and awfully engaged. The Rajah would not, it seems, permit 
his astrologer to comply with the invitation; but the latter contrived, 
nevertheless, to announce to Sheir Khaun by letter, that for the period 
of a twelvemonth, he would not be able to accomplish his view's on 
Bengal. At the expiration of that period, however, the date of which 
he expressly indicated, his tfforts would be crowned with success, ad- 
ding, moreover, that the event would be attended by a very singular 
phenomenon; for on the very day of its accomplishment, the majestic 
stream of the Ganges would be fordable for the space of one hour. All 
which came to pass precisely as had been foretold by the astrologer. 

And it was at this stage of the history of Sheir Khaun, that the absence 
of lloinuyun on his distant expeditious into Gujerat and Malwah, af- 
forded to the Afghan that opportunity for the extension of his aspiring 
views, of which he did not neglect to avail liimself. 

The attention of Homayun having, at all events, been seriously at- 
tracted towards the provinces to the east-ward, by the alarming pro- 
gress of this enterprising chief, and a resolution having been finally 
adopted to employ his resources in that direction, he hastened to make 
the necessary arrangements for the security of the capital, previous to his 
departure. Among these w'e find that the government of Dehly was 
allotted to Meir Fakeir Ally, a person who had been employed in ap- 
pointments of distinguished trust under his father; while that of Agrah 
was conferred upon Meir Mahommed Bukhshy, an officer in his own 
particular confidence. Yadgaur Nausser Mirza, his uncle’s son, was 
destined to remain in charge of Kalpy, the territory of which had beeai 



758 


A. H. 043 945. 

A. D. 1537-1538 
Abill Faz^cl. 


consigned to him in jagueir; Kanouje and his possessions in that quar- 
ter were allotted to the care ot' Nour-ud-dein Mahoinme-d Mirza, the 
luisliand of Gulrung Btgum the sister of Homayftn, and father of Se- 
leimah S^iltan Begum, one of the wives of Akbar. These preliminaries 
dispatched, IIoniay6n finally quitted Agrah at the head of his troops, 
part proceeding by w’ater, and part by land; the Etnpc ror himself occa- 
sionallyembarking on theriver J^Mmwa,and at othertimes mounting his 
horse and taking his course through the adjoining territory along the 
banks. He was accompanied, it may be worthy of remark, on this oc- 
casion, byboth liis brothers Asskery and ilindal Mirzas,an(l by the com- 
manderswhose namesare here subjoined. Ibrauhim BegTchabouk, Ja- 
hangueirKuly Beg, Khossrou Beg Koukeltaush, Tereddy Beg Khaun, 
Koiije Beg, Tereddy, or perhaps Beirdy, Beg Etawah, Betfram Khatm, 
Kaussem liusseyne Khaun the Ouzbek, Boujek Beg, Zauhed Beg, 
Doust Beg, Beg Aleirek, lladjy Mahommed Baba Kushkah, Yakoub 
Beg, Nihaul Beg, Roushen Beg, Moghfily Beg; and many other chiefs 
of distinguished reputation, who will hereafter appear to have borne a 
part in the expedition, although it may not have been found expedient 
to notice them in this place. 

When the army had thus descended to the vicinity of Tebunaudah, 
or Chunar, where Sheir Khaun had, at present, established his he.id 
■quarters, Mahommed Zemmaun Mirza, w'ho, on his expulsion from 
Gujt-rat, had obtained, through the intercession of Maussiimah Shltan 
Begum his wife, the sister of Iloroayun, a promise of pardon, was per- 
mitted after some humiliating formalities to approach the royal pre- 
sence, and once more restored to favor. Sheir Khaun, on the other 
band, when the actual approach of the Moghfils became known to him, 
after having provided amply for the defence of Chunir, and consigned 
it to the command oHiis son KAttub Khaun, with a competent garrison, 
prudently quilted that fortress, and withdrew into Bengal; of which he 
Was now it seems, in complete possession, together with incalculable 
riches. Shortly afterwards Homayhn encamped before Chunkr, of which 
it was, immediately determined to undertake the reduction. 

Roumy Khaun, whose character has been already under notice, hav- 
ing quitted the service of Sditaii Bahauder, after the fatal dispersion at 
Mundsour, held at this period the post ot Meir Autesh, or master of 
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ordnance, in that of Homay^n; and to him, from his acknowledged skill A. H. 943*945. 
in the attack of fortified places, was entrusted the superintendence of p t&37-i&3>« 
the siege. In a shorter space of time than might have been expected, 
this able oflScer, on a bridge of boats which he'threw across the Ganges 
for the purpose, completed a covered gallery of planks, so admirably 
constructed as to confirm, in an eminent degree, the opinion which had 
been conceived of Ins superior skill ; for, by means of this gallery, he 
contrived to approach the walls of the place in such security, that a 
great part of them was mined, and blown up, with a rapidity which 
surpassed all calculation. In consequence of this, Kuttub Khaun, the 
governor, made his escape, leaving his garrison, to the number of two 
thousand men, to capitulate for their lives. The fortress was now sur- 
rendered to the officers of Homayiin ; and that monarch, in conformity 
with the pledge which had been given through the intercession of Rou- 
my Khaun, seemed disposed to liberate the garrison with impunity: 
but, Mueyud Beg Douldy, who had equal access to the royal presence, 
under the sanction of a pretended order from the emperor, caused the 
whole, without exception, immediately to lose their hands. For this, 
foul blot brought upon the imperial clemency, he escaped with a severe 
reprimand from llomaytin; while Roumy Khaun, together with the 
government of ('hunar, which was conferred upon him as the present 
reward of his servicesduring the siege, received the most honorable and 
distinguished proofs of imperial favor, lie fell, how’ever, not long af- 
urwards, a victim to the jealousy of rival courtiers; and was removed 
from the scene by a dose of poison. 

The success w-Iiich attended his exertions in the reduction ofChu- 
nar, encouraged Homayun to proceed without delay in his designs 
againstthe Bengal territory; and Nusseib Shah, the prince oftliat coun- 
try, who had recently arrived in his camp severely wounded, and griev- 
ously complaining of the injuries which he had sustained from the un- 
just violence of the Afghan, did not a little contribute to confirm him 
in his resolution. In the mean time, he conferred the government of 
Jounpour upon Ameir Hindfi^eg, one of his most distinguished no- 
bles, and Beg Meirek, another experienced commander, was selected to 
take charge of the important station of Chunar. The imperial army 
was then put iu motion, proceeding, as before, partly by water, aniL 
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A. H. 943 945. pa*’>iy hy land, down to Patnah. Here, some of the nobles most sin- 
A.D . 1537-1530 . cerriy attached to the interests of their sovereign, ventured to represent 
Abulfii22«l. jjj flomayun, that as the rainy season wasactually arrived, it would be 
advisable to postpone the further prosecution of the design against 
Bengal, until the return of dry weather; since the country was known to 
beextremely unfavorable, if not totally impracticable, fortheoperations 
of cavalry, during the monsoon. Nu8seibShah,howcver, whose judg- 
ment may be allowed to have been in no slight degree influencedby the 
desire of speedy vengeance, unfortunately prevailed to the contrary; 
employing the argument not less specious than solid, that the sooner 
the Afghan was assailed in his usurpation, the less difficult it would 
prove to dispossess him. In compliance, therefore, with the importu- 
nities of this provoked and injured man, the troops were directed to 
continue their march. 

At Bhaugulpour, it had been determined to separate the army into 
two columns, Mirza Hindal, with about six thousand men, being here 
detached across the Ganges, with instructions to proceed along the op- 
posite, or left bank, of the river. On his arrival at Mongueir, however, 
information was communicated to llomayun, that Jullaul Khaun, the 
son ofSheir Khaun, who, subsequent to the death of his father, assum- 
ed the title of Isslaum, or Seleim Khaun, with Khowauss Khaun, Peir- 
e-Mereid, Sermust Shaun, Heybet Khaun Niauzy, Pahaur Khaun, and 
other Afghan officers, at the head of fifteen thousand men, had taken 
post at the town of Gahdy, or Guhrry, which w’as considered rhegate, 
or key of Bengal, on that side, and seemed determined to maintain it 
against all attack. 

To comprehend the subject more clearly, it may be necessary to ex- 
plain that, on assuring himself of the actual approach of Homayfin, far 
from entertaining airy design of directly opposing his march, Sheir 
Khaun had resolved to withdraw into the hilly region ofTcliabarkund, 
in order, when the Moghuls should have entered Bengal, to return by 
that route into Bahar ; where he would not only be able to find a place 
of security for the spoil accumulated during his recent expeditions, but 
to produce sufficient disturbance, and alarm, in the rear of theimperial 
'army. He therefore left Jullaul Khaun, and the tror»ps under his or- 
ders, in the neighborhood of Guhrry: with instruciious, when the Mo- 
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ghftlB should have approached within a certain distance, and it should A.H. 945 . 
be announced that he himself bad reached the station of Sheirpour, to 
make the best of their way to join him at that station, without, on any • 
consideration, exposing themselves to the risk of a conflict with the 
imperialists. 

Homayfln having, however, advanced a body of nearly six thousand 
men, from Bhau^ulpour, under Ibraubim'BegjTchabouk, Jahangueir 
Kdly Beg, Beyram Beg, and other commanders, and these troops hav- 
ing, shortly afterwards, approached Guhriy, JuUaul Kliaun, in total 
disregard of his father's instructions, suddenly attacked them in their 
camp, with his whole force; and coming upon them, at the same time, 
j^jflflHpibr numbers and all the advantages of surprise, be appears 
to have defeated them with the loss of several officers of distinction, 
notwithstanding the most gallant exertions on the part of Beyram 
Khaun, who repeatedly rallied the Moghuls, and broke through the* 
squadrons of the enemy. This check is expressly ascribed to the ab- 
sence of timely support, and to the defect of concert among the impe- 
rial generals. But the result was no sooner made known to Homayilin, 
than he hastened in person to repair the mischief, although exposed 
to considerable daiigvirfrom the sinking of the yacht- which conveyed 
him, near the village of Gohlgaum. The Afghan troops appear to have 
now withdrawn without awaiting his approach, leaving the Moghiil 
monarch to prosecute his designs in this quarter, without interruption. 

The districtsof Tirhut and Puhrniah had, at hisown request, been allot- 
ted to Mirza Hindal, and that prince was at this crisis dismissed to 
arrange the affairs of his new jagueir; with instructions, at the proper 
period, to enter the province of Bengal from that side. In the mean 
time, Homayfln continued to advance into the country, without fur- 
ther resistance; and thus, in the course of the nine hundred and forty 
fifth of the hidjerah,* was that productive and fertile province added to 
the dominions of the house of Teymur. 

On the other hand, Sheir Khaun and his Afghans, carrying with them 
the best part of the treasures of the country, drew off through the ter- 
rrtory of Tchaharkund, and arrived without accident in the neighbor-- 
hood of Robtass; of which impregnable fortress this enterprising advent- 
* Coinmencing 2fNh of May, A. D. lt}39. 
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turer contrived to obtain possession by the following stratagem— if 
stratagem that may be called, which originated in the blackest perfidy. 
Immediately on his arrival, he dispatched a message to Rajah Chinta« 
man, a Brahmen, the independent governor of the fort, in which, after 
reminding him of numerous favors formerly bestowed, he gave him to 
understand that the hour of arduous emeigency had at last overtaken 
him; and that he should venture to claim at his hands, what ought 
never to be denied by the generous to the distressed, an asylum in Roh- 
tass for the women and children of himself and his warlike followers; 
a piece of service by which he would command his eternal friendship. 
By these and a thousand other flattering professions, the simple and 
unsuspecting R^Jali permitted hims> If to be at last imposed upon; and 
his artful deceiver proceeded without delay to carry his perfldioiis plan 
into execution. Having provided for the purpose six hundred covered 
douiies, a species of litter well known in the east, he secretly placed in 
each of these, two armed soldiers, and sent them thus concealed, with 
the female attendants running as usual beside the litters, for admission 
into the fort. As had been agreed upon, they were introduced without 
suspicion, and having rendered themselves masters of the place without 
much difliculty, an impregnable asylum was thus Anally secured for the 
families of the designing Afghan and his followers, which encouragid 
him without disquiet, to prosecute liis views of more extensive usurp- 
ation. But the object to w'hich bis attention was earliest directed, was 
to cut off all communication between the troops in Bengal, and their 
resou.ces in Hiiiddstaun; which he found it not difficult to accomplish, 
by sending out detachments to seize the outlets through Bahar. 

While Sheir Khaun thus contrived to establish an admirable basis 
for the support of bis operations, Homayun and his troops, equally de* 
lighted and intoxicated with the luxurious amoenities of Bengal,* seem 
to have forgotten all other objects in the gratification of their voluptuous 
propensities. It was at such a period that, uniting with others of a 
turbulent and ambitious spirit like his own, Mirza Hmdal, against the 
consent of his royal brother,and in the very height of th«- rainy season, pro- 
ceeded towards Agrah, which, in defiance of the most iirgt nt intreaties 
to the contrary, from court, he reached in a short time afterwards. There 
* Like Hannibal and bis Cartbagiiiiana at Capua. 
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he immediately entered, in private, on the maturation of those rash and \.H 045. 
unprincipled schemes, on the sovereign power, that led to the fatal re- ^ 
suits which now soon followed in rapid succession. The opportunity ^^ 4 *^***®*' 
thus laid open to his view, was not negleJted by Sheir Khaun, who 
appeared immediately before Banares; of which he obtained possession 
with no great difficulty, putting the governor Meir Fuzzely to death 
without ceremony. From thence he proceeded upwards, without de- 
lay, towards Jounpour; the government of whicli, on the death of A- 
meir Hindi] B- g, had recently devolved to Buba Beg Jullkeir, the father 
of Shkiiuin Khaun. Neither did that chief neglect to employ all the 
means within his reach, in order to strengthen the defences of the place 
against the attack with which he was immediately threatened. 

At this crisis it happened that YiissufBeg the son oflbrauhim Beg 
Tchabouk should have beenat Jounpour,sofaron his way fromOudeh.or 
Oude, to join the army in Bengal; and it seemed to afford to this young 
soldier nosniall amusement toscourthecountry in different directions, 
not less for the purposeof procuring intelligence, than of watchingfor an 
opportunity to distinguish himseltin a conflict with the enemy. Re- 
gularly apprized of his proceedings, Sheir Khaun resolved to interrupt 
them; and making a forced march, accordingly, at the head of two or 
three thousand horse, rather unexpectedly appeared in his view. Not- 
withstanding the remonstrances of his followers, on the rashness and 
inutility of combating against a force so manifestly superior, YAssuf 
Bog prepared to engage the Afghans the instant he saw them, and toge- 
ther with many of his party, perished sword in hand in the unequal 
conflict. On the day following, encouraged by this partial success, the 
enemy no longer delayeci the investiture of Jounpour. Theexertions 
of the loyal governor for the defence of the place continued, however, 
unabated; and dispatches had been transmitted, at the same time, to de- 
mand relief from theMirzasin Hind 6 staun, and to announce his danger 
to Homayun. 

Alarmed by the reports which assailed him from every quarter, Meir 
Faktir Ally the governor of Dehly, hastened from thence to Agrah, 
where all the arguments he could devise were employed to persuade 
themisguided Mirza Hindalinto a just senseofhis duty. And be,at last, 
succeeded in prevailing upon him to cross to the opposite bank of the 



764 


A. H. 945. 
A. D. 1588 
Al>Al Fazzel. 


Joun, or Jumna, engaging Mahommed Bukhshy the governorof Agrah-, 
at the same time, to furnish all the assistance in his power, in order 
to enable the Mirza to proceed without delay to the relief of Jounpour. 
Fakeir Ally hastened next towards Kalpy,in order to persuade Yadgaur 
Naiisser also of the immediate necessity of assembling the troops of bis 
jagueir, for the purpose of forming a junction with Mirza Hindal, at 
Korah, or perhaps Kurrah, on the Ganges; from whence he proposed 
that they should march with united force to raise the siege of Jounpour. 
Just, however, as matters had been thus far placed in train, Kbossrnu 
Beg Koukeltaush, Hadjy Mahommed B&ba Kushkah, Zauhed Beg, 
and Mirza Nuzzer, with several other chiefs, whom the spirit of turbu- 
lence and discontent had led to desert the army in Bengal, suddenly 
presented themselves to Mirza NAr-ud-dein Mahommed, who had, as 
recently observed, been left in the government of Kanouje; and this 
prince appears tohavebeeneasily prevailed upon to write to Mirza Hin- 
dal in theirbehalf,soliciting his intercession with Homayhnfor the par- 
don of these contumacious deserters. 

Still actuated by hisambitious and disloyal views, Mirza Hindal im- 
mediately dispatched, by an officer in his confidence, to announce to 
Yadgaur Nausser -and Fakeir Ally, in terms which by no means indi- 
cated disapprobation, the arrival of these Ameirs; who, on their part, in 
expectation of his answer, took up their residence at Koul, or Koel, in 
theDoaub, which was the jaguir, or fee, of Zauhed Beg. The mes- 
senger of Mirza Hindal, apprized on bis journey of their removal, pro- 
ceeded immediately to that place, and there he received from these 
■malcontents, an explicit avowal of their pernicious designs. Without 
the smallest disguise they imformed him, that they no longer acknow- 
ledged the authority of Homayiin; and they declared, that if Mirza 
Hindal, as thiy were well aware he had it long in contemplation, would 
at once openly assume the imperial disnity, they were ready to enrol 
themselves under his standard, and would support him with a perse- 
verance of zeal that should equal, if not surpass, his highest expectati- 
ons. Otherwise, it was their determination to offer themselves to Mir- 
za Kamraun, in the Punjaub; from whom, at all events, they expressed 
their confidence of a reception equal to their most sang line hopes. 

Mahommed Gbauzi Toghki, who was the person entrusted, on this 
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occasion, with the message from Mirza Hindal, returned imm^iatcly A. H. 9x:». 
to his employer, and apprized him in secret with the resuliStf his ^ 

■ , . . * . . Abullazzel. 

interview. He acquainted Ins master at the same time, that in his 
judgment he had the choice of two alternatives; either to accede to the 
proposal of the malcontents, of investing himself with the imperial 
authority, and to invite them at once to his court — or by such means as 
could be devised to get these turbulent and refractory rebels into his 
power, and consign them to the wholesome meditations of a prison. 

Mirza Hindal, however, whose brain was still itching with the designs 
of unhallowed ambition, rejoiced in the opportunity of securing to his 
views, the resources of these disloyal men; and sending for them accor- 
d ingly, proceeded, by all the blandishments in his power, to conciliate 
their attachment — being now determined to persevere inflexibly ,'in the 
prosecution of his unjust and unnatural designs. 

When, on the other hand, in the midst of his sensual indulgences, 

Ilomayun became apprized of the loss of Banares, of the danger of 
Jounpour,and the districtsin thatquarter,andof the hostile proceedings 
of his ungrateful brother, his first step was to dispatch the Sheikh Beh- 
lowul, one of the most respectable of his class among the nations of 
India, and eminently distinguished in the imperial favor, to Agrah; with 
instructions to employ the influence of age and experience, in order to 
dissuade the misguided prince, if not yet too late, from the prosecution 
of liis absurd plans, and to point out to him the immediate and urgent 
necessity of uniting, heart and hand, in opposing the usurpations, and 
destroying the formidable power of the Afghans. Thus authorized, 
the venerable Sheikh appeared, rather unexpectedly, in the neighbor- 
hood of the station where Mirza Hindal had, for the present, established 
his head quarters; and that prince proceeded to receive him with every 
outward mark of respect and kindness. The prudent and well directed 
counsels of this venerable personage had, at first, their just weight in 
bringing the Mirza to relinquish his unjust pretensions, and to resolve^ 
once more, on carrying into execution the object of raising the siege of 
Jounpour. On the following day, Mahommed Bukhshy the governor 
of Agrah was sent for, and again required to furnish the necessary sup- 
plies in money, cattle, stores, and equipments of every description; all 
which he engaged to produce to the utmost extent of the demand. 
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iiirith^ exception, however, of the money, with which be alleged that 
thejpasury was entirely unprovided. 

Matters had not, however, proceeded in this train for more than four 
or five days, when the sudden arrival of Nfiir-ud-dein Mahommed from 
Kanouje, by entering immediately into the views of the discontented 
Ameirs, contributed afresh to reanimate the hopes, and to revive the 
unwarrantable plans of the seditious. Accordingly, when Mahommed 
Ghauzi Toghai, the agent of Mirza Hindal, presented himself again to 
communicate with the Ameirs so often alluded to, they unanimously 
recurred to their original opinions; and, as a pledge that his employer 
had altogether, and unequivocally acceded to their terms, they now 
demanded, with united voice, that Sheikh Behlowul, the venerable 


personage already noticed, who had so officiously disconcerted all their 
measures, should be publicly put to death; which would be to all the 
world a final proof, that the Mirza had irrevocably abandoned the cause 
of his royal brother, and enable them, with the greater confidence, to 
devote themselves to the interests of the new sovereign. 

The return of his agent on this occasion, determined Mirza Hindal, 
in conjunction with Nillr-ud-dein Mahommed, to proceed, without 
further procrastination, in his inauspicious plans of usurpation. The 
unfortunate Sheikh Behlowul, who was unsuspectingly engaged in for- 
warding the equipment of the troops destined for the relief of Joun- 
pour, was now dragged from his abode in the city, and conveyed across 
the Jumna, to the sands which lie at a short distance from the impe- 
rial gardens; where the same Nur-ud-dein Mahommed, acting under 
the insti*liCtions of Miiza Hindal, immediately caused him to lose his 
head. Shortly afterwards, the malcontent Ameirs came to a personal 
interview with Mirza Hindal, and, in an evil hour, proceeded to bestow 
upon him the regalities of the Kliotbaii and sikkah; although this did 
not pass without considerable resistance in the bosom of his own fa- 
mily. On the part of his mother, Dildaur Agh&tcheh Begum, in par- 
ticular, who rectived him in deep mourning on the occasion, as well 
as on the part of the other princesses of the imperial family, the most 
urgent remonstrances were employed, to dissuade him from the prose- 
cution of bis rash designs; all which he treated with disdain, alleging 
that every thing made use of to oppose liis wishes, did but fan the flame 



within his breast. Mahommed Bukhshy, also, ventured to ejgpostU' 
late with him rather freely, on the unnatural perfidiousness of^kcon* 
duct,charginp him in direct terms, with the murder of the innflf^^UlWnd 
unoflending Sheikh, and u ith some species ofineonsistency, in sparing 
a personage so coroparativ* ly unworthy of his forbearance as himself. 
The prince, however, condescended to soothe the resentment of this 
chief, and finally compelled him to attend his person, in the under- 
taking for which he shortly afterward^ put his troops in motion. 

Yadgaur Nausser Mirza, on the other hand, as soon as he became 
acquainted with these untoward and contumacious proceedings, hast- 
ened immediately Irom Kalpy,and, accompanied by AmeirFakeir Al- 
ly, made the best of his way, by the route of Gwaliar, to the metropo- 
lis of Dehly; which he exerted his utmost zeal and activity, to place 
without delay in the best possible state of defence. Mirza Iliiidal 
had reached Hamidpour, in the neighborhood of Feyrouzabad, when 
he discovered that his design had been anticipated by the diligence of 
Yadgaur Nausser and his associate; but, on consulting with hisAmeirs, 
he determined, nevertheless, on prosecuting his inarch towards Dehly; 
which he accordingly invested a short lime afterwards, being further 
reinforced on his way, by the greater part of the jagueirdaurs, or impe- 
rial feudatories, in this quarter. Yadgaur Nausser and his collcgiie 
on their part were, however, not the less determined to defend the 
place to the last extri mity, adopting the precaution, at the same time, 
of sending to Alirza Kamrauu, to announce their situation, and to de- 
mand his immediate presence; in order, if possible, to extinguish these 
ilangerous commotions. As these proceedings, on the part of his bro- 
ther ilindal, did not exactly accord with his own views, Mirza Kam- 
raun obeyed the summons without the smallest delay; and it was, in- 
deed, no sooner ascertained that he v as arrived, on his march from La- 
hour,at the town of Sunput, between Pauniputand Dehly, than Mirza 
Hindal suddenly abandoned the siege, and withdrew towards Agrah. 

On approaching the suburbs of Dehly, Mirza Kamraun was met by 
Fakeir Ally, who prevailed upon him, without entering the town, to 
continue his march, also, in the direction of Agrah; while the attention 
of Yadgaur Nasser was employed as before, in providing for the de- 
fence and loyalty of the city of Dehly. Far, however, from any in- 
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A. H.945. tention^of remaining at Agrah under these circumstances, Mina Hio- 
dal, iimediately on the approach of Mina Kamraun, drew off towards 
‘ Ali«!i|||[ittt the latter prince, on his arrival at Agrah, making it bis most 
urgent request with his mother, the princess Dildaur Agbktcheh al- 
ready mentioned, that she would prevail upon Hindal to return, her 
maternal influence was so successfully employed, that she brought him 
at last, with his kummerbund, or girdle, round his throat, that is tO' 
say, under circumstances of the most degrading humiliation, to the 
presence of his brother. Mirza Kamraun, on the day following, received 
also the submission of the fugitive and rebellious Ameirs, to whora,^ 
probably in the nameof their offended sovereign, be undertook to extend 
the pledge of forgiveness. Not long afterwards, the whole proceeded, 
now together, across the Jown; for the purpose, as they professed, of 
co«operating,most zealously and cordially, in the measuresfor defeating 
the dangerous projects of the enterprising and aspiri ng A fgban; but, be i iig 
led into perverted paths by the influence of an untow'ard and malignant 
destiny, this was a consummation in which they were never permitted 
to share. 

It has already been shewn that that region of abundance, the rich 
and fertile kingdom of Bengal had, by a course of events hitherto suf- 
ficienlly auspicious, been brought to submit, almost without resistance, 
to the authority of Homayiln; and it now appears that that monarch 
had fixed his residence in the ancient capital of the country — the great 
lords of his court being, at the same time, remunerated for their servi- 
ces, by magnificent dotations in jagueir in different parts of the king- 
dom. Instead, however, of devoting some part of their attention to 
provide for the security of their newly acquired p.tssessions, the facuU 
tiesof these pampered plunderers appear to have been. entirely absorbed 
in laying up materials for the indulgenceof their sensual, and luxurious 
propensities. Hence originated that total neglect ia every department 
of government, which afforded, to the restless and turbulent spirits ever 
on the watch in all countries, an opportunity to spreatl confusion and 
alarm; and things were rapidly approaching that point, at which the 
slumbering mischief, awakening in full strength, must inevitably have 
produced the roost fatal consequences. Intelligence that could be re- 
lied upon had not,. indeed fora long time, reached the head<quartera o£ 
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HomayAn, and «uch slight intimations of the danger as became known 
to individuals in attendance on his person, no one was fouM bold 
enough to announce to him; the impression on the minds of |iff%eing 
unfortunately of that nature, that no unpleasant communications must 
be permitted to disturb the now infatuated monarch, in his delirium of 
sensual enjoyment.* 

By degrees, however, the refractory proceedings in the neighborhood 
of the Jumna, became so notorious, that some of his officers, more de« 
voted to the substantial welfare of their sovereign than swayed by the 
considerations of personal convenience, ventured at last to disclose the 
truth to Homayfin. Roused at once to a sense of his situation, the 
monarch instantly convoked his Ameirs, and announced his intention 
of returning without delay towards Agrah; although the whole country 
was at this moment in a state of inundation, and the season entirely ad- 
verse to the movements of troops in any direction. But, when the sta- 
bility of his power was at a stake, all physical obstacles seemed to va- 
nish from the contemplation of liomay&n. It became, however, expe- 
dient, as a preliminary step, to select some person, in whose valour and 
fidelity he could confide, to undertake in his behalf the government of 
Bengal; and his choice fell upon the Zauhed Beg, who has been already 
mentioned among the malcontent Ameirs at Agrah. But as this man, 
uninindful of the fame acqtiired in a long continued course of faithful 
service, piisillanimously abandoned his trust, and fled over to the 
standard of Mirza Hindal, the post was necessarily transferred, with a 
division of troops competent to the support of his authority, to Jahan- 
gueir Kfily Beg: after which Homayfin,in the very heart of the rainy 
season, proceeded on his return to the metropolis of the empire. 

When, on the other hand, reports were conveyed to Sheir Khaun, 
that the imperial army was in motion from Bengal, and that the princes 
had quitted Agrah, with the professed design of arresting his progress, 
that chief abandoned the siege of Jounpour without ceremony, and 
immediately withdrew towards Rohtass ; his resolution being already 
formed to avoid an action with the Moghfils, and to re-enter Bengal, 
exactly by the same road by which he had quitted it, that of Tchar- 
kuiid. The arrangements of this able commander %vere, at the same 
• It may he proper to observe, that he was, at this period, in the thirty first year of Jiis age. 
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A. H. 946. time, concerted withsuch admirable skill, astobeeasily altered aecord- 
circumstances, should any thing occur during the march of the 
imperial army, on its return, to render such alteration advisable; and. 
thus we find him ultimately hanging upon the rear of that army, watch- 
ing his opportunity to attack it under cover of the night, and when, 
least prepared to resistance. He acquired, however, additional con- 
fidence when, on its arrival at Purtuhn, probably Patnah, be discover- 
ed the utter inferiority of the force with Homayfin, and its deplorable 
deficiency in equipments; and he accordingly ventured without fur- 
ther hesitation, at the head of an army equally formidable in point of 
numbers and efficiency, to press nearer upon the Moghfils, eagerly ex- 
ploring on every side for that advantage of which he was prepared to 
avail himself. 

In these circumstances, no one having been able to ascertain with 
any degree of precision, either the situation, force, or designs, of the 
enemy, Eben Ally Kurkwel Beggy, the captain of the scouts, under- 
took the execution of this important service; and having succeeded in 
making the necessary discoveries, hastened, through the medium of 
Mirza Mahommed Zemmaun, to convey the result to Homayiin. 
When, therefore, the fact became known to the impetuous and ardent 
young monarch, that the insolent Afghan was so close upon him, his 
indignation was excited in no ordinary degree; and although the im- 
perial troops had already crossed the Canges, as it should seem to the 
left bank, in full march towards Agrah ; although the most pressing 
arguments were employed to dissuade him from such a step, under 
such disadvantages of force and equipment— -when his cavalry were in 
a state of inefficiency, entirely worn down with the exertions of such 
a march, through a country so complttely under water— he resolved 
on crossing the river, to the right or southern bank, and. on giving bat- 
tle to the enemy. 

Here we are called upon to remark, and the experience of ages has, 
it is alleged, furnished repeated example, that when the minuters of 
destiny have been charged, by an inscrutable providence, to implant 
in the breast of some favored mortal, that spark of celestial energy 
which is to exalt him above the ordinary lot of humanity, the trials of 
adversity are also strown in his path, in order to bring to the pcoof the 
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intrinsic worth, the unsullied brilliance, of the inestimable gem to be 
displayed in his character. And hence, when the manifestation of 
that s/ar, which had been transmitted through successive generations 
from the bosom of the illustrious Katchuly £ahauder, was at hand, it 
ought not to be considered extraordinary if some calamitous reverses 
should precede in the fortune of Homayun ; who was thus impelled, 
contrary to the urgent solicitations of his nobles, to engage in a con- 
flict of incalculable hazard, and inadequate object, with the impure 
and perfidious Afghans. 

At the station of Yohssah, then, a dependency on the subordinate 
government of Bhoujepour, llomayun placed himself directly in front 
of bis pursuers; but, as the two armies were still separated by a black 
and turbid stream, lure called the Keinaus, or Iveneinauss, supposed 
the Karamiiassa river, the imperial troops proceeded to throw a bridge 
across, by which they passed to the opposite side. Hostilities imme- 
diately commenced betw'een the advanced detachments of the two 
powers; in which, notwithstanding their disparity of force, and the 
dtplorable deficiency of their equipments, the advantage is alleged to 
have uniformly rested with the Moghuls, with considerable loss to the 
Afglians. The contest being, how’ever, protracted beyond his utmost 
expectations, and his ungrateful brothers, with resources at command 
abundantly adequate to that, or any other object, permitting them- 
selves to be withheld by views of perverted ambition, from repairing 
to his relief, the affairs of Homayun underwent, at last, a most unfa- 
vorable and alarming change. In the mean time, Sheir Khaun, whose 
address was not inferior to his courage, did not omit, at convenient 
intervals, to dispatch his agents to the camp of the Moghtils, for the 
purpose, as he pretended, of soliciting an accommodation ; while at 
others he continued to exhibit every proof of the most inveterate hosti- 
lity: until, by the execution of a stratagem which refl>^cts the highest 
credit upon his military skill, be at length completely succeeded in lay- 
ing asleep the vigilance of his imperial antagonist. For, leaving a part 
of his foot, and the low'est description of his troops, with fire arms and 
rockets, in front of Homayiin’s advanced posts, in order to occupy the 
attention of the enemy, he suddenly retired with the main body of his 
army, two marches to the rear; and the Moghuls, already suificiently 


A. H. 946. 

A O. I:>a9. 

Abul Fazzet. 



772 


A. if. 046. elated with their advantage in the recent conflicta, and little suspecting 

A D. 1680. crafty design of the Afghan, proceeded to repose themselves in their 

AbOl Fazzel. .• .. •. 

encampment, in a state of the most ratal security. 

As might have been foreseen, one night when the charge of watchings- 
over the general safety of the camp rested with Mabommed Zlemmaun^ 
Mirza, so often referred to in these pages, that commander aequitted 
himself of the important trust with such culpable and shameful negli- 
gence, as furnished to the adventurous Afghan the opportunity which 
be so anxiously courted. Sheir Khaun, who bad never for a moment 
lost sight of his object, after marching the whole of the preceding night, 
most unexpectedly presented himself at dawn of day in the rear of the 
imperial encampment; and having divided his troops into three col- 
umns, one led by himself, and the other two by his sons Jullaul Khaun* 
and Khowauss Khaun, respectively, the whole poured in amongst 
them, before the Moghdls could saddle their horses, buckle on their 
armour, or place themselves in any shape, in a posture of defence. 
Homaytin, lost in astonishment at this fatal effect of the remissness of 
his generals, had mounted his horse in the appalling certainty that the 
evil was beyond redemption, when three of his most faithful followers, 
Babai Julllieir, Tereddy Beg, and Kouje Beg, threw themselves in his 
way: and his only request was that they would hasten, if possible, to 
bring off the princess Hadjy Begum. They found the tents of the prin- 
cess, however, already surrounded by the enemy; and they all three of 
them gallantly perished sword in hand, in their effort to execute the 
orders of their sovereign — together with Meir Pehlewaun Buddukhshy 
and many others, who nobly sacrificed theirlives in the same attempt. 

The crisis was indeed pressing, in the extreme; but the exertions of a 
trembling female were unequal to the attempt of breaking through the 
circle of armed barbarians, which enclosed her tent; and she was there- 
fore consigned to the protection of that providence, which, in the hour 
of danger, was never known to withdraw its watchful care over the des- 
tiny ot this illustrious family. On the present occasion, it was happily 
so ordained, that not even the breath of hostile violence was permitted' 
to intrude itself within the precincts of the sacred sanctuary of the ha-- 
ram. In fact, the national respect for female modesty so universal iu 
the East, was not, ia the moment of victory, forgotten by the warliko 
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chief of these ferocious plunderers. The most scrupulous decorum was 
observed towards his illustrious captive, the instant he found that she 
was in his power; and he not only shrouded her from the gaze of vulgar 
curiosity, but caused her to be finally conducted to a place of safety, 
with every mark of respect due to her sex and dignity, and to the cha- 
racter of her imperial consort. 

In the mean time, Homayfin had made for the river side; but here a 
fresh misfortune awaited him, in the destruction of the bridge, and he 
perceived no alternative of escape but by plunging on horseback into 
the stream. In the struggle it was his lot to be soon dismounted; but 
his better destiny interposing for the present in the shape of a Sukka, or 
common water>carrier, he at last succeeded, through his assistance, in 
swimming safe to the opposite bank. Finding himself once more safe 
on terra firma, he naturally enough enquired of the man who bad been 
so instrumental to his deliverance from a watery grave, what name he 
bore; and being told in answer that it was plain Nizaum, the monarch 
observed in reply, that to him indeed in every sense of the word, he had 
proved himselt a Nizaum-iil-aw'lya, which was the name of a Mahom- 
inedan Saint, of great celebrity in his days; and in the enthusiasm of his 
grateful feelings, he promised his deliverer on the spot, that if ever it 
was his fortune to be restored once more in safety to his throne, to put 
him for half a day in actual possession of the sovereign dignity, toge- 
ther with all its honors and advantages. 

The fearful discomfiture, of which theabove isbut a brief and imper- 
fect description, is here recorded to have taken place at the passage of 
Yossah, or Joussah, on the banks of the river Ganges, [in a preceding 
part it is however said to have been the Kararonassa], on the ninth day 
of the month of Suffur, of the nine hundred and forty sixth of the hid-. 
jerah. Among those who perished on the occasion, we find the name 
of Mirza Mahommed Zemmaun, to whose culpable remissness in the 
first instance, may be very justly ascribed the disastrous termination of 
this eventful day; and with him fell many, other Ameirs of the highest 
distinction in every class, together with some thousands of the very 
ftower of the Moghul troops. 

Accompanied, on the other band, by bis brother Mirza Asskery, and i 

* 20tli of June, 159&. . 
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A. H.046. a very slender retinue, Hotnaydn fled with all the celerity of which he 
A. D i5:ro . capable towards \grah; where he fortunately arrived a short time 
Abftl FazzeL gj-jg^wards, without further accident. Here, with at least all outward 
demonstration of respect and duty, he was immediately visited by Mir- 
za Kamraun; and, at the expiration ofa few days, Mirza Hiiidal from 
jMwer also, having contrived, through the interposition ol Kamraun, 
and ol' his mother, to secure a favorable reception, repaired to the pre- 
sence of his brother, and experi'^nced from him, considering the aggra- 
vated nature of his offences, a forgiveness and a generosity, almost with- 
out example. In the mean time, Homa} un’s attention was most anxi- 
ously devoted to hasten those arrangements by which he hoped to 
avenge and repair the disgrace and loss of the recent disasters; which 
originated, indeed, in no smalldegree, in gross mismanagement, andde- 
fecrof all concert among the principal teodatories of his government. 
To aid him, however, in the prosecution of his honorable design, he 
was now joined in rapid succession, by numerous Ameirsfrom all parts 
of the Empire, with their respective contingents of troops. 

One day while employed at this crisis in giving dispatch to the affairs 
of his government, it has been considered of sufficient importance to 
relate, that the poor waterman, to whom he was so materially indebted 
for the preservation of his life, ventured to present himself before the 
throne of Homayun, in order to claim the fulfliment of his promise. 
Strictly faithful to his engagement, the generous monarch no sooner re- 
cognized his deliverer, than he descended from his throne without the 
-smallest hesitation; and causing him to take his place, for the space of 
half a day precisely, permitted him to exercise without controul the 
various functions of sovereign power — several decrees and ordinances 
which he undertook to circulate during this period of ephemeral au- 
thority, being carried into execution with the most scrupulous punctu- 
ality. What was, however, of far more solid advantage to the man, he 
was forthwith elevated to permanent rank and distinction, and both 
himself and all related to him, placed in a state of independence and af- 
fluence, so as to be perfectly secure against the pressure of every fu- 
ture want. 

This singular incident, however otherwise^iinimportant in its bear- 
ings, is described to have occasioned some serious expostulations from 
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Mirza Kamraun, and afforded a convenient pretext for that spirit of 
discontent and disaffection, which he was already sufficiently disposed 
to encourage against the authority of his royal brother. , 

But w'hile these proceedings were going'on at Agrah, the able and 
warlike Afghan did not suffer his energies to slumber over the contem- 
plation of his signal victory at Youssah; on the contrary, he determined 
to avail himself without delay, of the opportunity thus gained, to re- 
possess himself of the kingdom of Bengal. For this purpose he marched 
immediately to the frontier of Bahar in that dirt ction, and there en- 
camped; detaching his sonJullaul Khaun, at the head of a competent 
force, in order to make himself master of that much envied territory. 
Jahangueir Kuly Beg, who had been left, as we have recently seen, in 
charge of the province, is described to have acquitted himself, for some 
time, with considerable resolution in defence of his government; but 
being feebly, and very inadequately, supported in his exertions by the 
several jaguirdaurs, who were not to be weaned from their luMrious 
indulgences, he was finally compelled to relinquish all contest in the 
field. Ue then took protection with some of the Zemindaurs, or native 
chiefs; but being prevailed upon to accept of an unauthorized, or insi- 
dious, treaty with the Afghans, he was shortly afterwards cut off, to- 
gether with a great numbt'r of those who had continued to adhere to 
his fortune. Thus again master of Bengal, Sheir Khaun led his victo- 
rious troops next to the reduction of Jounpour, and th^istricts in that 
neighborhood; all which appear to have now submitted to his authority 
without material resistance. Acquisitions so rapidly obtained did not 
contribute to abridge the ambitious viewsof the Afghan;and his younger 
son Kuttub Khaun w'as detached, shortly afterwards, with an indis- 
criminate, and perhaps irregular banditti, towards Kalpy and Etawah; 
which extended in fact, the baleful mischiefs of treason and revolt, to 
within sixty miles of the walls of Agrah. 

As soon, however, as intelligence of this last daring intrusion was an- 
nounced to Homayhn, a respectable force was dispatched without loss 
oftime,.under YadgaurNausser Mirza,and Kaussem Hiksseyne Khaun 
the Ouzbek,whose jagueirs lay in that quarter, together with Eskunder 
S 61 taun,.who had unde^ken the management of some of the tenures, 
annexed to Kalpy, in behalf of Mirza Kamraun, to repel the invaders.. 
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A. H.940 In a battle, to which he was immediatelybroughtbythesedistintfuished 

A. D. 1539. ■ir.nitimandprs. Kutthb Kliaun was killed, and the force under his orders 
F-dzztl, gjjijgj. destroyed, or for the present entirely dispersed. HomayAn con- 
tinued, in the mean time, at Agrah, unremittingly employed in resto- 
ring and completing the equipments of his army; and not less in an un- 
availing endeavor to fix the wavering attachment of his brothers, and 
other relatives, by bringing them to ajust sense of their real and mutu- 
al interests. In this respect, neither advice nor expostulation seems 
to have produced any impression upon the perverted and refractory 
spirit of Mirza Kamraun; although the dangerous crisis in which they 
stood, so obviously indicated the necessity of extinguishing every spark 
ofprivate animosity, and of uniting together the resources of the whole 
family, in order to defeat the formidable projects of the common enemy. 
Of ihe peeiect competency of this prince's cordial support at such a 
crisis, to fulfil, to their utmost extent, the just expectations of his bro- 
ther, ||^re could exist but little doubt, since he had with him on the 
spot, not much less than twenty thousand hardy and well disciplined 
veterans; and the slightest sense of gratitude towards that brother, who 
bad loaded him with favors; who bad put him in possession of the noble 
territory from KabAl and the land of Dawer on the Indus, on the west, 
to Samaunah eastward; and who had otherwise distinguished him by a 
thousand proofs of regard and liberality, should have taught him that 
he was not to ^ forsaken in this bis hour of peril and dire necessity. 
But the conclusioBsof ambition are not, it seems, to be estimated by the 
ordinary feelings of mankind. Mirza Kamraun, equally unmindful of 
the ties-of.gratitude, of the suggestions of natural affection, and of the 
dictates -of«ommon policy, chose to abandon his noble brother to his 
fate. -Aik] w.hen Momayfin condescended to intreat, if he were himself 
not dispesed'to share in the hazards of the impending contest, that at 
least he would leave a part of the force in his pay, to aid in repressing the 
already overgro w n usurpationsof the A fgbanSfhe continued deaftoevery 
solicitation; and, availing himself of some slight pretext of illness, he de- 
termined on withdrawing into the Punjaub — first ot alldispatching the 
greater part of the troops in his service, under the rare of Khoujah Kul- 
lan Btg, towards Labour Nay, more than ^'i"* be is accused of the 
still more perfidious design of bolding out the example of defection, ia 
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the hope that it might be extensively followed throughout bis brother’s 
army, lie shortly afterwards quitted Agrah altogether, and proceeded 
also towards Labour; conceiving that he made a sufficient sacrifice in 
leaving a division ot three thousand menj from the large force at his 
disposal, under the orders of Mirza Abdullah the Moghhl, and this from 
the premises we were not exactly prepared to expect, to support the 
cause of liis family at the very crisis of its destiii)'. 

With Mirza Ileyder, the son ofMahommed Husscyne Gurekan and 
uncle’s son of the late emperor, who had recently accompanied Mirza 
Kamraun to the metropolis, Homayun was, however, more successful 
in his remonstrances ; for when, under his pretext of ill health Kamraun 
importuned this chieftain ft) return with him into the Punjaub, and the 
latter indicated, in consequence, to lIomayun,an inclination to com- 
ply, the monarch very reasonably urged, that if he calculated on the 
ties of consanguinity, the claims W'ere exactly equal between them; if 
on theordinary tiesoffriendship, he could easily prove that the%tronger 
were on his side — but if the pursuit of honorable fame was his object, 
there could not be the smallest demur, and he would not hesitate to re- 
main where he must be immediately employed against the inveterate 
enemy of his race. “ With regard to the plea of illness,” observed Ho- 
mnyun, thou art neither a physician nor a judge of medicines, that 
“ thou shouldst be required to attend ray brother; and as to his concep- 
“ tion that he will find in Labour a place of safety, itis a most palpable 
“ and dangerous mistake. For if anv misfortune should be the result 
** of his unmanly and impolitic desertion in the present instance, he will 
discover to bis cost, that there cannot remain for him, within the whole 
circumference of llindhstaun, the smallest chance of security. You 
“ will, in truth,” continued Homayun, “ have nothing left but a choice 
“ of evils; for should victory declare in my favor, with what counten- 
** ance,or with what grace, would you be able to meet the intelligence? 
** To judge from myself I should conceive that the remorse and shame 
would be so overwhelming, as to rivet your eyes forever to the earth. 
** fiutshould defeat and disaster bemydestiny, [which Heaven forbidlj 
** in the honorable conflict io which I am about to be engaged, mostde- 
“ plorably do you deceive yourselves, if you calculate that you will be 
“ permitted to continue unmolested at Labour; and they are the very 
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A. H. Me. “ basest of flatterers who have disguised the truth, and persuaded Mir- 
A D. 1639. ,, Kamraun to be of that opinion.” In short, under the guidance of 
1 Fazzel. ^ destiny, Mirza Heyder, instead of suffering himself to be won 

by the solicitations, or misled by the example, of Mirza Kamraun, chose 
the more honorable course of sharing the fortune of Homayun. 

Mere, in a strain not unusual with him, our author suspends the nar- 
rative to remark, that when the ministers of a mysterious destiny have 
been employed to produce some stupendous chansre in the affairs of this 
world, and the consummation may happen to clasli with the narrow 
views and expectations of man, so far from furnishing any cause of in- 
decent, or presumptuous complaint, it should the rather excite a senti- 
ment of awful gratitude and admiration; anH in this light he conceives, 
that we ought to consider the deplorable disunion which, at such a cri- 
sis, an Almighty providence permitted to prevail between relatives, in 
other respects, so nobly and worthily disposed. Neither in this view 
will it appear extraordinary that, regardless of the manifest superiority 
ofthe enemy’s force, Homayfln, borne away by an ardent spirit, and his 
native intrepidity of mind, should, as we are about to shew, have been 
impelled to commit himself in a contest against such formidable odds. 

Dispensing, however,w'i ill preliminary movements, the historian cr»n- 
veys us at once, with Homayun and his army, to the station of Bhoiije- 
pouronthe Ganges; Sheir Khaun,with a very numerous force, encamp- 
ing, shortly aftertiis arrival, on the opposite bank ofthe river, for the 
purpose ofdisputing the passage with the Moghuls. Homayun, on his 
part, notwithstanding the evident disparity of number which was to 
sustain him in the undertaking, determined nevertheless to attempt the 
passage; and for that purpose, in a few days, a bridge was accordingly 
completed and thrown across the river. In these circumstances, ei- 
ther to divert the attention of the enemy from the head of the bridge, or 
for some other object which is not explained, about one hundred and 
fifiyof the imperial cavalry, distinguished for their courage andactivity, 
after disencumbering their horses of their saddles and caparisons, at 
once plunged into the stream of the Ganges, and swam sword in hand 
to the opposite shore. 

After having, with considerable slaughter. Beaten back the enemy 
employed to oppose their landing, and otherwise exhibited the most 
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distinguished proofs of courage and intrepidity, these fearless warriors A. II. n-n. 
were drawing off for the purpose of resuming their station with the - 
main body of the imperial army, and had already reached the head of ‘ 
the bridge, when the Afghans, who had by-this time rallied in superior 
force, set on a trained elephant, one of those which had fallen into their 
hands on the fatal discomfiture at Joussah, to dismantle, or destroy, the 
bridge. The piles, or perliajts the fastenings, winch secured it to the 
bank of the river, were accorflingly soon destroyed by the efforts of this 
stupendous animal; but the moment this had been effected, a cannon 
shot from the Moghul troops on the opposite bank, at once shattered 
the legs of the elephant, and dispersed the enemy; so that this adven- 
turous bund was permittedito make good its retreat without further in- 
tciriiption. The design of crossing the Ganges at this point, appears, 
however, to have been thus defeated, since we find the imperial army 
now proceeding by slow and cautious marches, along the same bank of 
the river towards Kanouje;one of the largest of the enemy’s vessels on 
the river, which had probably attempted to annoy the troops in their 
progress, being sunk by the Moghul artillery. 

Subserpieiit to this, for tire period of more than a month, the neigh- 
borliood ol Kanonje became the scene or frequent conflicts, between 
det.t<'!ied parties of the contending armies, without any thing that couM 
lead to decisive advantage on cither side; but, at the termination of that 
period, a circumstance occurred wliichgreatly contributed toaccelerate 
the final catastrophe. 

Mahommed Sultan Mirza, being the grandson, by a daughter, of Sul- 
tan Ilusseyne Mirza prince of Khorassaun, could boast his descent in 
a direct line from the invincible Teynn'ir; and he had accordingly risen 
to the highestdistinctions, in the service of thewarlike and roval Briber. 

On the demise of that monarch he had, as we have already noticed on 
a former occasion, availed himself of the opportun«ty to take up arms 
against the authority of Homay fin; but, as should everbetlielot of those 
who violate the obligations of gratitude, having been defeated in bis de- 
sign, he threw himself on the mercy of his benefactor, was generously 
forgiven, and restored to favor, in as great a degree as if his loyalty had 
never been impeached. Being, however, by nature, of a discontented, 
refractory, and inconstant disposition, the crisis of danger in which the 
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A. H.947. government of HomayAn now stood, was too appalling for the wavering 
A. D. 1540. uncertain character of such a man; and he accordingly embraced 
AbiilFazael. opportunity to forsake the cause of his prince, and' together 

with his two sons, Olfigh Mirza and Shah Mirza, absconded from the 
imperial encampment. 

The example operated with the most pernicious effect on the troops 
of Homayfin,since it immediately produced an alarming.desertion; par- 
ticularly among such as a happier destiny had not ordained for nobler 
purposes. In this dilemma, Homayiln, conceiving that any further de- 
lay might be attended with consequences the most fatal, and that he 
might be left to combat for victory without an army, determined at ail 
hazards to cross the Ganges, and at once gitf#battle to the enemy. For 
this purpose therefore, or at all events, to place some obstacle in the 
w'ay of this disgraceful desertion, he threw a bridge across, and passed 
immediately to the opposite, or left, bank of the river; without, howev- 
er, neglecting to intrench his camp, and to distribute his artillery on 
such points, as would be most useful to frustrate any sudden attempt 
on the part of the Afghans. Shortly afterwards, Sheir Khaun’s troops 
made their appearancein great forcedirectly in tront, adopting the same 
precaution of covering their camp with intreuchments; and a series of 
skirmishes daily ensued, such as must be expected unavoidably to oc- 
cur, between the advanced parties of two hostile armies, so closely ap- 
proximated to each other. 

The sun was now about to enter the tropic of Cancer, and the peri- 
odical rains had commenced witli their usual violence. Unfortunately, 
the spot which had been chosen for tlie imperial encampment was so 
situated, as, in a short time, to be under water from end to end; and it 
became indispensably necessary to clninge the position of the troops, 
without a moment's delay, to some more elevated ground, where they 
might be relieved from the effects of the inundation. A more conveni- 
ent spot was accor<lingly determined upon, and arrangements were 
made for offering battle to the enemy>on the following morning, should 
he appear disposed to quit his intrenchments, in order to distuib the 
operation; otherwise, it was directed that the arniy should proceed to 
take up Its ground in the new position. On the tenth day of Mohur- 
fiai of the nine hundred and fort.x si veii*b of the hidjerah,* early in the 

* lOtli of M>>y, 1540. 
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morning, Homay(in, accordingly, drew out his troops in order of battle; 
hi«cannonandniortars,underthesuperintendanceofMahommedKhauii 
a Turkish officer, aided by the sons of Ally Ki^ly, together with Hus- 
sun Kholfaut,andOustaud Ahmed, anotherTurk, beingdisposed along 
the front, and chained together, according to the then established prac- 
tice. The Emperor in person took post in the centre of the main body; 
Mirza Hindal was advanced immediately in front of the centre; Mirza 
Asskery commanded the right, and Yadgaur Nausser Mirza assumed 
the direction of the left wing. In the Taiikh Reshidy, a work com- 
posed by himself, Mirza Heyder, to whom we have recently had occa- 
sion to advert, is stated to describe that in his order of battle, Homay- 
un placed him immediately on the left of the imperial station in the 
Centre; so that the right of the division under his orders was in direct 
contact with the left of the division under the persona] command of 
theEm[)eror: but the r« ference is here particulaily introduced for the 
purpose of recording, that there were numbered, on this day, not less 
tiian twenty-seven Ameirs, with standards, between Mirza Heyder’s 
division and the extreme of the left wing. 

Whatever might have been the general expectation, Sheir Khaun 
appeared but little disposed, on this occasion, to conceal himself be- 
hind his intrenchments ; on the contrary, he drew out immediately, 
forming his troops into five distinct divisions — one of which, the least 
in apparent strength, he posted just w ithout the entrance of his camp. 
Three others advanced immediately upon the Moghuls; the fifth re- 
maining, to he employed as occasion might require, under his own or- 
ders. Of the threedivisions which led into action, that under Jullaul 
Khaun, arul Sermusi Khaun, composed for the greater part of the Ni- 
auzy tribe, approached the vanguard of the the centre, under Mirza 
l^indai. Another division, formed of the tribe of Gurrerauiiy, under 
Mubaurez Khaun, Bahauder Khaun, and Raey liusseyne Jelwauny, 
drew up, in front of the left under Yadgaur Nausser Mirza ; while tlie 
third, led on by Khowauss Khaun, opposed itself to Mirza Asskery 
and the right wing of the imperial army. 

The action commenced with extraordinary fury, between Mirza 
Hiiidal and the troops under Julhtul Khaun, the latter being thrown 
from his horse iu the course of the conflict. The left wing uuder Yad- 
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A. H.047. gaur Nausspr, successfully repulsed the division in its front, and drove 

** t|)f. troops of which it w'as composed, in confusion upon their own 
AbttlFaxzd. ... 

centre. But the experienced Atghan chief, perceiving the danger, and 

instantly leading his own divusion into battle; while Khowauss Khaun, 
with his division, fell furiously on the right wing of the Moghuls un« 
der Mirza Asskery, the greater part of the Aineirs in that wing, un- 
accountably gave way, without striking a single stroke. At this ap- 
palling crisis, forgetting the ordinary maxims of prudence in the mag- 
nitude of the danger, and although it might be considered inconsist- 
ent with the majesty of the throne to mingle in the confusion of an 
indiscriminate attack, Homayun twice desperately charged into the 
very thickest of the enemy’s squadrons, and on each occasion, had his 
spear shivered to pieces in his h.uiils. 

But the individual prowess of the generous Homayun, howr\ei 
conspicuously < xerted, was insufficient to balance the failure of sup- 
port on the part of his brothers, and the no less basi- and sliaim liil de- 
reliction of duty on the part of his Aineirs; inasmuch as the etlVcis ot 
human courage must always be unavailing against the fixed and iim r- 
ringdecreesof an over-ruling providence. It is, at the same tim- , fur- 
ther intimated, that rather than be condenjned to forbear any longer 
with the perfidious practices of the w'orst of enemies, disguising ;heni- 
selves under the mask of friendship, Homayiin evinced a determinati- 
on to perish, at once, amidst the obvious and more glorious hazards of 
the field of battle. Fiom this he was, however, ultimately dissuailed 
by the earnest zeal and iiitreatics of the brave men who yet adhered ta-^ 
his fortune; and so far, in deference to the ordinary speculations of 
human reasoning, our author alleges that he is willing to admit : but 
to those who are accustomed to penetrate beyond the exterior surface 
oi things, it would not be difficult to shew that the Almighty power, 
w liich g iverns tlie universe, permitted the designsot treason to succeed 
on this occasion, in order, by the contrast, to give greater t fleet to that 
event which, at no very distant period, was to iiradiate the world, in 
the birth of the illustrious Akbar ; and, perad venture, to attest by re- 
peated proofs, the exalted virtue of llomayfin, which, like gold from 


the hands ot the refiner, or steel from those ot the furbisher, w'as to e- 
mergewith brighter effulgence from the tiiais of adversity— these things 
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being, indeed, rather designed as lessons of experience and admonition 
to the just, than in any shape as in retaliation for crimes. 

But, with the speculations of Abiil Fazzel on the scheme of omnipo> 
fence in the government of the world, the reader is, in some degree, al- 
ready acquainted, and it would, in this place, be unnecessary to en- 
large any further on thesubject. We shall therefore proceed with the 
narrative to state that on the eventful catastrophe thus briefly dis- 
patched, the fugitive Ameirs, after retiring from the contest, in the 
disgraceful manner already indicated, made the best of their way to the 
Ganges, w'hich ran, it seems, at the distance of about a farsang, or 
tliree miles and a half, from the field of battle; and plunging precipitately 
into the stream, there, for the greater part, received in a watery grave 
that just punishment which was due to their cowardice and disloyalty. 
llomaMin, on the other hand, mounted on an elephant, succeeded in 
gaining tlie opposite side of the river; and there dismounting, he was, 
tor some time, employed in vain, in looking fora place where he might 
ascend the bank, which hereabouts happened to be exceedingly steep 
and inaccessible. Fortunately, a soldier, who had also effected the 
passage of the river in safety, here presented himself to Homayun, and 
taking him by the arm, assisted him to the top of the bank, without 
further accident. On inquiry, he found that the man to whose assist- 
ance he was indebted on this occasion, was a native of Gheznin, in 
the service of Mirza Ivamraun; and he was warmly assured that he 
should not be forgotten in tiie royal bounty, if the opportunity should 
“ever arrive to remunerate iiim for his timely support. At this moment 
Mukuddum Beg, a superior officer, also in the service of Mirza Kam- 
raun, came to the spot; and, recognizing the person of Homayun, as a 
pledge of his sincere homage and respect, immediately presented the 
emperor with the horse on which he rode ; which was of course, most 
grati fully accepted, and the most liberal assurances of future acknow- 
ledgement bestowed in return. 

Homayun now bent his melancholy steps, once more,tow'ardsAgrah; 
being on his way to that city* successively joined bv the princes, his 
brothers, and those who had escaped from the field of battle. But, on 
his arrival near the town of Bhankapour, or Behganu, for the name is 
given thus differently, the inhabitants of the place contumaciously 
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A»H.047.^ combined to prevent the imperial troops from purchasin'; the neces- 
Fazz iir* supplies; and otherwise betrayed a disposition so entirely hostile, 
as to menace the lives, if they did not absolutely proceed to the extre- 
mity of cutting off several, of those who unfortunately fell into their 
hands. When this instance of seditious insolence, which pretty clear- 
ly exemplifies the refractory spirit which, at this period, seems to have 
extended itself to every part of the imperial territory, was made known 
to llomayCm, the Mirzas Asskery, Yadgaur Nausser, and tlindal, 
were directed to march without delay, and give battle to this disloyal 
assemblage; whose force had, in a short time, unaccountably accumu- 
lated to nearly thirty thousand horse and foot. Mirza Asskery had, 
however, the effrontery to decline his part in the service, for which he 
was most deservedly and severely reproved by Mirza Yadgaur Nausser; 
who did not scruple in very plain terms to ascribe the w-hole of their 
present distresses, to the absurd and senseless want of concord evinced, 
on all occasions, by him and his misguided brothers, and which no dis- 
asters seemed sufficient to correct. Determined, on the other hand, to 
carry into execution the orders of Ilomayun, Yadgaur Nausser, and 
Mirza Hindal, proceeded immediately inquest of the rebels, whom they 
accordingly attacked, and defeated, with considerable slaughter; and 
having thus signally chastized these insolent villagers, soon afterwards 
triumphantly rejoined the main body of the army — while Mirza Ass- 
kery, who affiected to complain of harshness of treatment, became, as 
he too welldeserved, the object of his brother’s severe and just resent- 
ment. Homayfin then continued bis retreat, without further obstaclet 
to Agralt. 

The Empire was, by this time, in a state of total distraction, from the 
spirit of tumult and disloyalty by which it was agitated, from one ex- 
tremity to the other. On the day immediately after his arrival, Ho- 
maviin, with this conviction on his mind, repaired therefore to the re- 
sidence of Meir Reffeia-ud-dein, a Seyud of the Souffy sect, equally 
respectable for his learning and profound political sagacity; and it was 
with the advice of this discreet personage, now finally determined to 
retire altogether, for the present, into the Punjaub — it being no unrea- 
sonable persuasion that, if Mirza Kamraun, returning to sounder prin- 
ciples, and to the guidance of a happier destiny, could be once prevail- 
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td upon to afibrd that assistance which the emergency of afiairsyand the 
geritTal iiitt-rests of the tamily, so imperiously demanded» the fatal 
breach in the fabric of govtTiiinent might still be perfectly repaired. 

With these just and reasonable ex pectafions, Homayhn proceeded, 
accordingly, on his retreat towards Labour; Mirza Asskery taking his 
d<‘pariure about the same time, for Sutnbul on the higher Ganges, and 
Mirza Hindal in the opposite direction towards Alwer. On the eight* 
eenth of the month,* just eight days after the fatal discomfiture near 
Kaiiouje, Homayi!ln was joined near Dehly by Kaussem tlhsseyne 
Sultan, and Beg Meirek, so that a considerable force might be suppos* 
ed to have re>assembled round the person of the sovereign. On the 
twentieth of the same month, *{’ Homayfin quitted the ancient metropo* 
lisof Dehly; and, on the twenty second, near the town of Rohtek, or 
Rodack, he was further joined by the Mirzas Hindal and Heyder. On 
the twenty third, finding that the inhabitants of the town persisted in 
shutting up their gates against him, he was compelled to encamp before 
the place, which it required several days to reduce to submission. On 
theseventeenth of the succeedingmontbof Suffur,^the Emperor reach* 
ed Sehrind, or Serhind, from whence he continued bis march without 
further interruption, to the neighborhood of Labour; not far from 
which city, near the palace of Doulut Khaun, he was now met in a 
friendly manner, by Mirza Kamraun, who conducted him with every 
appearance of respect, to the gardens of Mounsby Khaujah Doust, es* 
teemed the most beautiful and delightful in the whole country, and, on 
this occasion, selected for the abode of Homayfin. Mirza Hindal was 
accommodated in the gardens of Khaujah Ghauzy, where, at this pe* 
riod, Mirza Kamraun also kept his court ; and not long afterwards, 
Mirza Asskery, from Sumbui, found bis way to Labour, where he took 
up his residence, in the mosque of Ameir Wully Beg. Neither did 
Honiayfin remain long at Labour, before Shums-ud-dein Mahommed, 
the. soldier who had lent him bis assistance to climb the bank of the 
Ganges, on his flight from the battle near Kanouje, made his appear- 
ance, and experienced the most liberal reception from the grateful 
monarch. 

By the first of the former month of Rebbeia,|l the whole of the bro* 
• 34th of May, 1&40. t 2fltb of May. J 22d of Juoe. II &tb of July, .1&40, 
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A. H.947. there, together with moat of the surviving Ameirs, and theirfollow* 
A. D. 154 0 jn the interest of the Teymilrian family, had assembled at Labour. 

AbAlFazzel. j po,^,ithstandingthe disastrous experience ot recentevents.andthe 
heavy inflictions by which they had been visited in every quarter, all 
was yet insuflicient to bring them to a just sense of their errors. No 
reverse, no chastizement,no consideration, in short, seemed sulfirienU 
ly powerful to induce them, in any point, to act with good faith and in- 
tegrity, towards one another ; and although they met in council, time 
after time ; although they pledged themselves in the presence of Ho- 
maybn, under the most solemn engagements, to proceed with concert 
and unanimity, in all their future undertakings; and although an instru- 
ment to this effect was formally drawn up, and regularly attested un- 
der the signature of every Ameir on the spot, all seemed unavailing, all 
fell short in the performance of, and some most basely violated their 
engagements. 

Nothing, indeed, was omitted on the part of Homayilin, to impress 
upon his brothers the vital importance of a cordial co>operation of the 
whole, in order to bring about the re-establishment of their power, not 
less by every argument of ordinary policy, than by the example almost 
before their eyes of those fatal events, which had ruined the noble king- 
dom of Khorassaun, onr the death of Mirza Sflitan Hflsseyne. For it 
must have been fresh in their recollection, thatalthough that able and 
successful monarch had left behind him not less than eighteen sons, to 
that moment uniformly prosperous in all their undertakings, with a 
government flrmly established, and resources to an extent which seem- 
ed to have no limit, yet, through the absurd and senseless disunion of 
the brothers, was that great country, for so many years the very chosen 
retreat of peace, security, and enjoyment,in a period shorter than could 
well be conceived, delivered over to every species of outrage and 
calamity, and finally transferred altogether to the tyranny of Sh&hy 
Beg, the Ouzbek ; not a vestige of the family surviving the change, 
Baddeia-uZ 'Zemaun alone excepted, who sought the protection of the 
house of OthmaUi while the memory of the whole was deservedly, 
consigned to the contempt and reprobation of all mankind. 

When, however, pursuing the course of his argument, he 6alled upon 
them.further, seriously to reflect upon the opprobnum.with which they 
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would beloaded,by thewise andgooclof every age andnationjf through 
a similar career of folly and imbecility, they could sudVran empire like 
that of Ilindiislaun, an empire won for them by their renowned sire, at 
the ex pence of so much exertion, fatigue, and personal hazard, to be 
wrested from them after all, by a people so abject and despised as the 
barbarous Afghans — When he implored them to bestow upon tliis sub- 
ject their most serious consideration, to discard the senseless jealous- 
ies which threatened to overwhelm the whole in one common destruc- 
tion, and by an entire change of conduct, to entitle themselves to the 
blessingsof mankind — when, finally, every thing that theinost consum- 
mate prudence could suggest, or that could be derived from the expe- 
rience of other times and other nations, was employed on tlie part of 
IJoiiiayun, to convince them of their errors, and to warn them of their 
danger, the very men whose signatures to the common pledge of una- 
nimity might be said to be scarcely yet dr}', forgetful of every engage- 
ment, proceeded, with as much pertinacity as ever, each to dcvelope 
some selfish and narrow plan, some incongruous views of private ambi- 
tion, which were alone in contemplation. 

Thus, on his part, Mirza Ramraun rather insidiously proposed that 
IJomayun.and the other princes, should retire separately,for afewda^ s, 
into the recesses of the neighboring mountains; w hile he undertook to 
convey the wives and families of the whole to Kabul, and after having 
lodged them there in safety, to return, without delay, to rejoin his as- 
sociates. Mirza Hindal and Yadgaur Nausser were of opinion, on the 
other hand, since at present there appeared no prospect of giving battle 
to the Afghans with any reasonable expectation of advantage, that they 
should retire altogether towards Uukkur on the Indus; and, having se- 
cured the country in that neighborhood, that they would be able, with 
the resources there doubtless to be found, to undertake, with every 
prospect of success, the redpetionof the opulent province of Ghjerat. 
After which, they expressed a confident belief that, there could be no 
great difficulty in recovering the whole of Hindfistaun. Mirza Heyder, 
again,considered it most advisable that theyshould return immediately, 
and occupy the acclivities of the hills, all the tvay from Sohriiid to 
Saurung;* that is, as far as we are now qualified to judge, all across the 

• For lbi:t line of defence, we might, however, look more natiirulh" to the ran;;es of hills 
behind, that is, to the westward of Sehrind, between the Kuggur and Sctlege rivers. 
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A. H.947.. sources of the Kuggur, Sereswaty, and Jumna rivers, from Sehrind to 
Sabaurungpour; while on his part, with a reasonable force, and for this 
* he required only the space of two months, he undertook to subjugate 
the rich and delightfd I country of Kasbmeit, than which there did not 
on earth, as he affirmed, exist a more desirable, or secure retreat : and 
thither, when they became apprized of its reduction, they might with- 
out difficulty convey their wives and families. At the same time, he 
calculated that, with all his w’heeled carriages and artillery, in vih'>ch 
consisted his only superiority, and on which he chiedy relied for victo- 
ry, Sheir Khaun would not'be able to reach the mountains, in less than 
four months; and that, in the mean time, his army would be wasting- 
away with severe service, fatigue, and exertion. 

But as the words and designs of these princes possessed but little in 
unison, their councils could not be expected to lead to any useful con- 
clusion, and they accordingly separated without coming to any sort of 
agreement; although Homayfln continued his admonitions to the last, 
in the hope that Mirza Kamraun, yielding, after all, to the dictates of 
his better judgment, might yet be prevailed upon to recede from his sel- 
fish and perfidious plans. Kamraun was, however, not to be diverted 
from his object; it being his unalterable determination to leave his bro- 
thers to perish in detail, while he made his retreat good to his govern- 
ment of Kabfil; there, as he conceived it, remote from the scene of dan- 
ger, to indulge, without interruption, in his luxurious propensities. In 
these circumstances, while he yet sought to keep up the expectations 
of Homaydn, that at the proper opportunity he might still be induced 
to unite cordially with him, to repel the dangerous encroachments of 
the common enemy, and at the same time contrived, under various pre- 
texts, to protract the period ofexecutionfrom one day to another, the in- 
iquitous policy of Kamratra carried him so far at last, as actually to dis- 
patch Kauzy Abdullah Suddur, his metropolitan, with secret proposals 
of amity to Sheir Khaun, and with instructions to conclude a difinitive 
treaty with thatchief; engaging, on his part, provided the government of 
the Funjaubwascontinued under bis authority, in a short time to prove 
thesincerityof hisfriend8hip,bv the mostimportant services — thuscon- 
ceiving that he would be permitted to secure the attainment of his own 
p(-rniciou8 and unprincipled views of ambition, through the assistance 
of the most inveterate enemy of his race. 
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Sbeir Kbaun, whose address formed the most prominent feature of 
liis character, notwithstanding the decided predominance of his fortune 
established in the great victory near Kanoiije, had not yet ventured to 
advance to the northward of Dehly. From this he was indeed deterred 
by the accounts conveyed to him ofihe force accumulating at Labour, 
and he derived, as may be well imagined, the most flattering encoiir- 
agemerr from the communication of these perfidious proposals; and 
the ption which he gave to the Suddur, who, to considerable in- 

telli^ :e, united much natural depravity of disposition, was as fa- 
vorable, <js the information which he conveyed, of the total absence of 
cordi'^ii^ ':>nongthe royal brothers, was animating to his own mostsan- 
gui li i riations. Theanswer which he gave to the proposals were of 
voin-Fe e".irely conformable to the views of Mirza Kamraun; and every 
v>/sideratioii was employed on the part of the envoy, in order to induce 
Afghan to advance without further delay towards the Punjaub. 
Before he came to a dual resolution on this point, Sheir Khaun, how- • 
evrr, thought it prudent, to dispatch, in company with the Suddurwhen 
lit* r^-iurned, a subiile agent of his own, in order to bring him a correct 
ort of the actual state of affairs. In consequence, an interview took 
place, shortly afterwards, between Mirza Kamraun and this personage, 
in one ot the gardens of Labour, on the very day on which he was gi- 
ving, lOthe abused and unsu-specting Homayun, a most sumptuous en<^ 
tertainment at his palace. The same crafty Suddurwasyupon this, again 
dispatched to communicate with Sheir Khaun, now encamped on the 
^:ver of 861 tan pour, between the Setlegeand the Beiah;and he no long- 
er hesitated, on the representations of the envoy, to pass that river to 
the west- ward. Of this event intelligence was immediately conveyed 
to ilomayun, by M6zuffer theTArkomaun, who had been employed to 
scour the country in that direction; and who accompanied his report 
in sorrow, with the information that his own brother’s son, Jelleidah 
Beg, anoflieeraf approved merit and fidelity, bad fallen in a skirmish 
with the Afghans. . 

In consequence of the information thus obtained, 'HdmayAn, and the 
TeymArian Mirzas, considered it no longer prudent to remain at La- 
bour; and accordingly, towards the close of the latter Jummaudy,* re« - 
* End of October, 1540. 
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A^H. 947. tiring across tlie Rauvy, at this time fordable, they proceeded thence by 
A^lFazze F* s^^ccessive marches tojlhe Tchunaub, which they reached, without ac^ 
cideut or interruption, a short time afterwards. 

At a former period when, as already noticed, he was proceeding on 
his expedition to expel the Persian prince, Saum Mirza, from Kanda- 
haur, Mirza Kamraun had left Mirza Heyder, it seems, in charge of the 
government of Labour, during his absence. While he continued in the 
exercise of his delegated authority on thisoccasion,seTeralof tbenative 
chiefs of Kashmeir, dissatisfied with tiie ruler whom fortune had placed 
.over them, had presented themselves to Mirza Heyder; in rtie expecta- 
tion that, through his influence, they might procure from Mirza Kam* 
raun the assistance of a body of troops, in order to obtain for themselves 
the government of that delightful province. In this, however, they 
were for the present disappointed; since the influence of Mirza Heyder 
was not, at the moment, sufficiently powerful with his principal to ob- 
tain for them, to the prejudice of the more immediate concerns of do- 
mestic convenience, any thing that could avail to the execution of their 
designs. Nevertheless, at a period not long subsequent, wlien Mirza 
Hindal threw ofiT tlie mask from his ambitious projects, in publicly 
usurping the sovereign authority at Agrah, and when Mirza Kamraun 
was hastening from Labour with such alacrity to put him dow'ii, Mir- 
za Heyder contrived, by some means or other, to form a respectable 
force; which he placed under the orders of Baba Joujuc, or Tchotchuc, 
one of the most experienced officers in the service of Kamraun, with 
instructions to accompany the Kashmirian chielsabove-mentioned, and 
to put them in possession of the country. 

But that officer finding some pretext or other to evade the execution 
of his instructions, until reports came abroad of Homayuii’s first fatal 
discomfiture at Joiissab, the design was then entirely laid aside; and 
the Kashmirian chiefs withdrawing towards Nousheher and Rajour, 
or Rajwari, there continued, in the recesses of the neighboring moun- 
tains of Kashmeir, patiently awaiting the return of some circumstances 
more favorable to the attainment of their object. They never ceased, 
however, from importuning Mirza Heyder, by letter, with representa- 
tions on the advantages that might be derived from the possession of 
Kashmeir; and as these representations were regularly communicated 
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by thar prince to HoinayAn,tbe plans which he had, for some time past, A. H. 947. 

had in contemplation, of fixing his retreat in that favored and delight- ^ 
i... j JL, Abulfazzel. 

ful region, assumed a more settled form, and be determined at last to 

carry tliem into execution, withoot delay. 

On his arrival on the hanks of the Tcbunaub, Homayun, according- 
ly, dispatched Mirza Heyder before hand, with a division of troops to 
Noushelier, with instiuctions to obtain a conference with the chiefs, 
by whom he had been so long importuned to undertake the reduction 
of Kashmeir. At Noushelier he was ordered to remain until heshojjld 
be joined by Sekunder Touptchey, whose jagueir was situated in the 
neighborhood; after which he was to prosecute his march towards the 
mountain ridges which encircle Kashmeir, w'here he would be further 
joined by Khaujah Kullan, an Ameir whose name we have already had 
some occasion to mention, and who enjoyed considerable distinction 
in the court of the late Emperor Baber. And it was when he should be- 
come apprized of the junction of this last officer with Mirza Heyder, 
that Hoinavun determined to direct his course to the same quarter. 

But while he continued, expecting these advices, on the banks of the 
Tchunaiib, a fresh train of misfortunes assailed him in the desertion of 
the Mirzas Kainraitn and .\sskery, with the w'hole of their adherents, 
who immediately proceeded in the direction which leads across the In- 
dus towards Kabul; and the seceding party was joined, not long after- 
wards, on the banks of that river, by Sfiltan Mahommed Mirza, and his 
son Sliah Mirza, whose perfidy and ingratitude on a former occasion 
cannot yet have escaped the recollection of the reader. This alarming 
defection seems to have produced, through the persuasion of the Mirzas 
still attached to his fortunes, an immediate and entire change in the 
plans of Homayun, since, on the first of Rudjub,* we find him also on 
full march towards the Indus; and, on the sameday, he experienced ano- 
theralarming defection, in the departure of the Tiurzas Hindal andYad- 
gaur Nausser, to which they are said to have been induced by the coun- 
sels of B< g Meirek, who had previously forsaken his duty. 

Just at this crisis, Kauzy Abdullah Suddur, recently mentioned as 
employed by Mirza Kamraunin hiscommunications with SheirKhauii, 
was on his return with a party of Afghans, and together with his asso-. . 

* 31st of October^ 1540« 
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A. H. 047. ciaf^s, now fell Into the hands of some of the light troops in theserrfce 
ofMirza Hindal. The captives were of course conducted to thepre* 

^DUl Fagzcl* • 

sence of that prince, and the unfortunate Afghans were jmmediaCely 

put todeath; while the agent of domestic treason was permitted, through 
the intercession of Meir Ritba Doust, to drag on liis wretched existence 
for some time longer. The Mirzas Hindal and Yadgaur Nausser con- 
tinued, however, for the space of tw'enty days afterwards, to wander 
about, in equal perplexity and incertitude,witliout being able to deter- 
mine what measures to pursue, or to what quarter to shape their course. 

T)n the other hand, Homaydn, justly relying on the power of liis 
creator, and on the resources of his own undaunted mind, was direct- 
ing his steps, as nearly as conjecture could enable him through a track- 
less and unpeopled solitude, equally destitute of provision and water, 
for the territory of Bukkur; when, one day hearing the sound of a dis- 
tant kettle-drum, he naturally sent out to ascertain whence it arose; 
and his scouts returned with the intelligence that not more than three 
kosse, or about six miles, off, the Mirzas Hindal and Y^adgaur Nausser 
were also exploring their way through the desert, in quest of some se- 
cluded spot where they might find relief from hunger and famine, and 
security against the pursuit of the enemy. Meir Ahil Bnkka, who had 
but recently separated from Mirza Kamraun to attach himself to the 
more righteous cause of Homay fin, was now dispatched to point out to 
the two Mirzas the direction in which the Emperor was marching, and 
endeavor to prevail upon them to'put themselves, once more, underthe 
orders of their sovereign. .In this, at such a crisis, it was perhaps noC 
difficult to succeed; and the princes rejoining the imperial standard 
accordingly, the whole then proceeded together towards the retreat 
which fhey all expected to secure in the territory of Bukkur. In the 
mean time,‘Rhowauss Khaun, one of Sheir Khaun*s most distinguish- 
ed generals, with a ni^erous body of Afghans, was in close pursuit of 
them; but, although the force now left with Homayfin was out of all 
proportion inferior in numerical strength, the Afghan chief never ha- 
zarded a single attack; and towards the latter part of the month of Sha- 
baun,* the Emperor happily succeeded in making good his retreat, 
without further loss, to the station of Outchah, or Outcb, ^ little dis- 
tance above the confluence of the Beiah and Indus. 

* End of November, 1640. 
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Sometime afterwards, when he approached the territory ofBukhshiii 
Lengah, one of the most powerful Zemindaurs in this quarter, Beg Ma- 
bommed Bakawul and Ketchek Beg, two of his officers, were dispatch- 
ed by Homayhn, with an appropriate dressof honor, an offer of the title 
of Khaun-e-jahaun, and the insignia of the standard and kettle>drum, 
provided that chief would attest his loyalty by furnishing the necessary 
supplies of grain to the army. The Zemindaur met the deputation in 
person; and, although he conceived it prudent to decline the invitati- 
on to appear at court, in other respects exhibited sufficient proofs of a 
disposition to accommodate, if not to declare himself subject to the au- 
thority of Homa\{in; since the merchants of the country were permit- 
ted, by his orders, to convey to the imperial encampment every species 
of supply, and an ample equipment of boats was, at the same time, fur- 
nished for the pasS'ige of the troops on their march towards Bukkur. 
A competent advanced guard under the orders of Yadgaur Nausser, 
now regularly preceded the main body of the ariny;which, on the twen- 
ty eigh'h of Ramzaun,* arrived, it -appears, in good order, on the con- 
fines of the territory just mentioned. Ten days previous to this period, 
the office of Suddur, or ecclesiastical judge, had been conferred upon 
Xaiizy Gheyauth-ud dein Jaumy: a personage here described as qua- 
lified for his exalted appoinimeni, not less by his distinguished mental 
endowments, than by his consanguinity with the imperial house of 
Teymfic. 

After surmounting a variety of obstacles, and some hardships, in the 
course of their wearisome march from the Punjaub, the army finally 
encamped at the town of Louhry; on the [left] bank of the Indus, just 
opposite to the fortress of Bukkur which is pretty generally known to 
stand on an island in the river. Homayun immediately took up his 
abode in.a pavilion erected with some taste, in a very fine garden with- 
out the town; the royal retinue being distributed in different quarters, 
among the other gardensand country houses in the neighborhood.- Mir- 
za Hindal, however, proceeded four or. five kbsse further down, and, 
8omeday8afterward8,cro8sed to the western sideof the river; and thither 
he was soon followed by Yadgatir Nausser, who, for some reason or 
other, chose to place the Indus between him and Homaydn, In the ; 

* ZSith of Januaiy, 1541. . 
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A. H. 947. mean time, the whole of the surroundinv territory had been entirely 
waste by Sultan Mahommed, the tributary governor of Biikkur 
*; under Mirza Shah Hbsseyne Beg, of the ancient tribe of Arghdn; who 
had then shut himself up in the fort, securing all the river craft at an- 
chor, under the walls of the place, on the island side of the river. This 
Shah Husseyne Beg, it may be necessary to remark, was the son of 
Mirza Shah Beg Arghbn, who, on his expulsion from Kandahaur by 
the emperor Baber, as noticed on a former occasion, retired to this part 
of the country; of the whole of which, from Biikkur toTattah, he con- 
trived in a short time to render himself completely master. Immedi- 
ately on his arrival at Louhry, a letter had been dispatched by Momay- 
bn to Sultan Mahommed, this governor of Bukkur, to invite him to his 
pretence, and to request that the fortress under liis orders might be put 
in possession of the Moghdl troops. To this he replied, that being the 
vassal ofShah Ildssevne, it would be inconsistent with his allegiance 
if he were to appear in tlje presence of llotnayhn, before his lord par- 
amount had first paid his visit; neither could he reconcile it with the 
principles which he professed, were he to deliver up the post consig- 
ned to his charge, without the express orders of his superior. 

Finding it expedient to overlook this act of contumacious resistance, 
Hotnayfin, as his next resource, determined to try the effect of a depu- 
tation to Shah Husseyne himself; and for that purpose, the Ameirs Ta- 
her Suddur, and Semundur, two of his most confidential servants, with 
the most flattering proposals, were now dispatched to Tattah, the seat 
of that prince's government. The deputation was very respectfully 
treated by Shah Husseyne; andSheikli Meirek, the most eminently dis- 
tinguished of the descendants of the Sheikh Pouran, in times long past 
held in the highest veneration by the race of Arghflin, was appointed by 
the Shah, to accompany the agents of Homayfin on their return, with 
suitable presents, and a letter to the following import, addressed to that 
monarch. The country, as therein described, was, from the nature of 
the soil, and scanty productions, calculated to furnish but very slender 
resources even to its ordinary population. That of Hadjikan, on the 
other hand, in the possession of a numerous people, with lands culti- 
vated to the utmost perfection, produced grain and the other means of 
subsistance, in the greatest profusion. If therefore he might be per- 
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mitted to give an opinion, the interest of the royal cause would be best a. II. 947. 
consulted by an immediate removal of the army to that quarter; where A n i54^. 
on reducing the country, the troops might repose themselves in the AbiilFazzci, 
midst of abundance, and he should not be the less at hand to acquit 
himself of his visit of homage. In the mean time, he was anxious to 
to acknowledge that the appearance of the imperial standard in his 
neighborhood, would ever be considere d by him as the most auspicious 
event that could have befallen him. Nevertheless, that the apprehen- 
sions by which he was still haunted, were of a nature not to be at once 
dispelled; but the moment they became tranquillized in any tolerable 
degree, he would be found, without a failure, by the side of the imperial 
stirrup, lie concluded by stating that when he should have dispatch- 
ed this visit of homage, it would require no extraordinary exertion of 
courage,or activity, since that appeared to be the most important object 
in view, to put the imperial armies in possession of Gujerat; and that 
opulent province once more brought under suitable regulation, there 
could exist but little doubt of the speedy restoration of the authority 
of I he august house of Teymur, throughout the whole of Hindustaun. 

Such, ill substance, were the fallacious professions in which this in- 
sidious petty sovereign thought fit indulge, with no other intention than 
lodcccivc; but IJomayun was not at this moment in,circumstances to 
enforce obedience, lie therefore contented himself with detaching 
Mirza llindal towards Patter, perhaps’.Ilattery, low’erdown the Indus, 
proposing to remain, with the main body of his troops, for the five or 
six succeeding months, at Louhry ; in the expectation that something 
might yet occur, to produce a disposition more favorable in the mind of 
AlirzaShah ritisse\ne. Putin order to give to Mirza Hindalatonce 
the most conspicuous proof of unabated confidence, and of his anxiety 
to distinguish him beyond all mankind, Homayfin, while he awaited 
the developement of these more favorable occurrences, proceeded to 
pass some time with that prince in his cantonments, as soon as they be- 
came established in the neighborhood of Patter. 

Towards the commencement of the year nine hundred and forty 
eight,* the period now approaching in which the world was to be ir- . 
radiated by-the star of the illustrious Akhar^ Homaydu found leisure to . 

* April May 1541. 
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Ab6I Fazzel. 


espouse the lady Hameidab Baunfi Begum, entitled Mereiam Makau- 
ny, the daughter, as it would appear, ofSeyud Ahmed Jaum, suriia- 
med, for the fervor of his zeal perhaps, Zendah Peil — the vivid, or the 
raging elephant. His stay' in the territory of Bukkur was, however; so 
long protracted, and the disposition of the native chiefs continued so 
unfavorable and hostile to his interests, that the district became at last 
entirely exhausted and desolate; and the Moghiil camp was in conse- 
quence reduced to the utmost distress, through the extreme difficulty, 
if not impracticability, of procuring the necessary supplies for subsis- 
tence. Hence; the princes his relatives, ever occupied' in forming some 
unprincipled and ungrateful project, some absurd speculation, were to 
be no longer restrained from carrying them into execution; or, in this 
instance perhaps, more properly speaking, they determined, in the ap- 
plication of their own personal and independent exertions, to seek im- 
mediate relief from the necessities which bore so grievously upon them. 
The example of disunion was, however, on this occasion again, first 
openly set by Mirza Hindal; whose hostile designs had, peradventure, 
never been sincerely laid aside,'and who was further encouraged, at such 
a crisis, to proceed immediately to Kandahaur, in compliance with the 
invitation recently received from Karatchah Kbaun, the governor of 
the place on the part of Mirza Kamraun, through the pernicious coun- 
sels of YadgaurNausser. 'On reaching Kandahaur in safety, some time 
afterwards, Mirza Hindal failed not to convey to Yadgaur Nausser in- 
telligence of his arrival, together with a desire that he would repair 
to join him without delay; but, information of the design having been 
early communicated to Homay4n, Meir Abul Bukka,at the earnest in- 
treaty efhismaster, proceeded to tbequartersof the same YadgaurNaus- 
ser, in onler, if possible, to bring him back to a just sense of his duty. 

The agent of Homayftn, either through the admonitions of prudence, 
or the more powerful assuasives of self-interest, prevailed, it seems, 
after some difficulty, upon the temporizing and changeling chief to 
forego his disloyal intention,and obtained from him a promise to recross 
the Indus immediately to the eastern bank, with a professed resolution 
to devote his most zealous exertions, for the future, to the service of 
Homayfln; but qpon conditions that could have been extorted, from the 
latter, by the extremity alone to which he. was reduced. These were, 
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that when the Empire of Hindhstaun should be recovered by their uni- 
ted force, a third part of the whole should be allotted to Yadgaur. In 
the mean time, on their expected return to Kabiil,that the city of Ghez- 
nein,togetherwithTcherrekh,* and the dependencies of Louhgehr,for- 
i-merly bestowed upon the mother of this prince by the late Emperor, 
should be definitively placed under his authority. 

This arrangement appears to have been concluded on the sixteenth 
of the former Jummaudy, of the nine hundred and forty eighth of the 
hidjerali;*!* and Abul Bukka was returning, in the course of the day fol- 
lowing, in a boat across the Indus,when he was way-laid, and suddenly 
attacked, by a party from the garrison of Bukkur apprized of his pro- 
ceedings. Through some fatality or other, being totally unprepared for 
such an attack, he was mortally wounded by an arrow; and, although he 
survived to reach the Moghulcamp,heexpired,the day next afterwards, 
to the infinite regret of Homayfin; who, on this occasion, in terms of un- 
disguised and bitter resentment, deplored that refractory and hostile 
spirit on the part of his brothers — that inertness, perfidy, and ingrati- 
tude, among the vassals of his bounty — which, in the first instance, had 
lost him the Empire of Hindfistaun, and since, accumulated upon him 
a train of evils so fatal and overwhelming. And yet he declared, that 
if all the misfortunes by which he had hitherto suffered were placed 
on one side, and this last, by which he had been deprived of the servi- 


m 


ces of the faithful AbQI Bukka, on the other, he should feel it difficult 
to decide whether the preponderance did not lay with the latter. Nei- 


ther can it be denied, observes our author, that the merit of Meir A- 


A.H. 948. 
A. D. I.}4 t. 

AbAi Fauci. 


bCkI Bukka was ot that exalted stamp, which justly entitled him to the 
testimony here borne to it,byhim who best knew, and who was of course 
best qualified to give it its proper estimate. But although with the in- 
firmity of our common nature, Homayfin so far gave way at first to the 
emotions of grief and disappointment, yet, instructed by the dictates of 
an excellent understanding, and by the example ofsomeof the best and 
wisest of mankind, he recollected that the afflictions of this world, are 


no more than salutary corrections for our good; and he, at last, piously 
submitted to the dispensatrons which he was destined to experience* 
under the decrees of an ever just and mysterious providence. 

* It is not certain whether this be the name of a town, or a district. 


t Gtb of September, 1641. 
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A. H. 948. Five days subsequent to the unfortunate occurrence above adverted* 
— to,* Yadgaur Nausser Mirza, in conformity with the recent arrange- 

ment, recrossed the Indus, and was admitted to a conference with Ho- 
mayim; from whom, as was most usual with that generous monarch, 
he experienced a very kind and indulgent reception. In the mean time, t 
Sheikh Meirek, the envoy of the prince of Tattah, was permitted to 
to take his leave; with letters to his master apprizing him that all his 
wishes would be punctually complied with, provided, by his appear- 
ance in the presence of Homayi!in, he would give the only pledge that 
could be accepted, of the truth and sincerity cf his professions. Mirza 
Shah Husseyne, however,without the smallest design of fulfilling them, 
continuing, in his dispatches, to hold out expectations, that at the pro- 
per period he would not fail to repair to the imperial encampment, Ho- 
mayun determined, at last, to submit to the imposition no longer; and, 
accordingly, consigning the blockade of Bukkur, together with the go- 
vernment of the adjoining territory, which, from a state of frightful de- 
solation had risen in the course ofa few months, under the influence of 
a just and benignant monarch’s presence, into one of the highest pros- 
perity and abundance, to Y adgaur Nausser Mirza, he proceeded, on the 
first day of the latter Jummaudy,^ along the Indus downwards in the 
direction of Tattah. While descending the river on this occasion in a 
boat,and havingarrived in the vicinity of Sehwaun, Fezzeil Begand Tcr- 
soun Beg, the one a brother of Munn&eim Khaun,the other of Shahun^ 
Khaun respectively, accompanied by some other individuals, not more^ 
in the whole than twenty, observed a party of the garrison rushing from 
that fortress, for thepurpose of attacking them on their passage. With- 
out, however,waiting for the assault, the whole of the Moghuls instant- 
ly threw themselves on shore, and fell upon the enemy, who immedi- 
ately fled before them; part of the pursuers even entering the gates of 
the town with the fugitives. But finding themselves beyond all chance 
of support, they prudently withdrew in time, to re-join the main body 
of their countrymen. 

Ou the seventeenth ofRudjub,:^ Homayfin in person arrived before 
Sehwaun, and immediately proceeded to invest the place. The garri- 

* About the 13tii of September. 

1 21st of September 164t. About the breaking up of the rain^ season. ; 5th November. 
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son bad, however, previously destroyed, or demolished, every garden 
and d\«elling house in the neighborhood; and in short every thing that 
could in any shape afford either shelter or ^ubsistance to the invaders. 
Ill addition to the inconvenience produced by these precautions on the 
, part of the enemy, the siege had not been prosecuted to any serious ex- 
tent, when Shah Husseyne contrived most effectually to cut off every 
species of supply from the country, and the Moghuls were thus soon 
reduced to the greatest possible difficulties. For, being equally discour- 
aged by the horrors of scarcity and the labours of a protracted siege, a 
spirit of desertion seized not only on the ordinary classes of the soldi- 
ery, but on some of the most distinguished individuals, both of the courf 
and army. Among these, indeed, we find included, names that we 
should not have sought for in such a catalogue — Meir Taber Suddur 
for instance, and Ivhaujah Gheyauth-ud-dein, and Moulana Abdul 
liauky, who actually went over to the camp of the prince of Tattah; and 
Meir lierrekah, and Mirza llussun, and Zuffer Ally the son of Fakkeir 
Ally Beg, and Khanjah Ally Bukhshy, all of whom forsook the impe- 
rial standard, to join the troops under Yadgaur Naiisser near Bukkur. 
To these we are compelled to add the names of Munnaeim Khaun him- 
self, and of his brother Fezztdl Bog, with some others not less distin- 
guished in the transactions of the times, who prepared to withdraw from 
the service of their benefactor, in this crisis of heavy distress; but, in- 
formation of their design having been privately conveyed to Homayun, 
it was for the present defeated, by placing the person of the former no- 
bleman under immediate restraint. 

it becomes here necessary to make a brief digression to the proceed- 
ings of Yadgaur Nausser, who had been left to preside, as we have re- 
cently noticed, over the territory, and to continue the blockade of Buk- 
kur; for which objects he had established his head-quarters at the 
station of Louhry. While thus situated, he was twice attacked by sur- 
prise by the garrison of Bukkur; but being compelled, in absolute self- 
defence, to oppose the most active and vigorous resistance, he success- 
fully foiled the attempt on both occasions; and on the last with consi- 
derable loss to the enemy, in consequence of which they no further 
presumed to molest him. In another shape he was, however, more tri- 
umphantly assailed, by the insidious practices of Mirza Shah Hhsseynft 
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A. H. fMB. the ruler of Tattab; who, no longer placing ony restraint on the indu^-- 
A E i>i ' " Paf4r hostile inclinations, about this period dispatched a cer* 

tain Bliber Kfily, hiS' keeper of the seals, to persuade Mirza Yadgaur 
that, being himself now far advanced in years, with no one to share with 
him in the fatigue and solicitudes of government, he had, however, an- 
only daughter, whom, together with all his treasures, he was willing to- 
bestow upon, the Moghfil prince, whenever he should express himself^ 
disposed to accept of her; after which, with their force united, there 
could be no material difficulty in accomplishing the reduction of Gu- 
jerht, so anxiously desired by all parties. 

Unfortunately, the understanding of Mirza Yadgaur was, it seems, 
of too flimsy a texture not to be seduced by the fallacious professions of 
the crafty and designing, in any circumstances: and that obliquity of 
judgment which is usually the attendant of imbecility, easily led him 
to stigmatize his character with the foul stain of disloyalty and treason; 
wliilean atom,asi'ngIespark,ofgenerou88pirit and just reflection, would 
haveequally restrained him from forsaking the path of integrity and du- 
ty, and from yielding to the insidious proposals of an enemy. 

When, however, in the distress of his troops, Homayhn sent a mes- 
sage to request that Yadgaur Nausser would proceed, without delay, to 
draw off the attention of Shah Husseyne,who had so effectually cut off 
the supplies of the Mogbdls, the TeymArian prince, altho’ in liis heart 
already a determined apostate from his allegiance, yet, in some measure 
to preserve appearances, did not hesitate to dispatdi, as is customary, 
his tent equipage in advance, on the road which led towards theene*. 
my; the same predominating spirit of apostacV, nevertheless, prevailing 
still to chain him to the spot, without, in himself, proceeding one step . 
towards the execution of his orders. But when, in consequence of 
these unwarrantable delays, the intervention of Sheikh Abdulghuffour, 
a person descended from the most respectable of bis class in Thrkes- 
taun, and whom he had indeed advanced to tbeoffice of steward of the 
household, was further employed by Homaviin, in order, if possible, 
to bring the changeling Mirza to his presence; and, when that ungrate- 
ful traitor basely proceeded to violate his trust, by instilling into the 
mind of the factious prince, notions diametrically the reverse of bis in- 
structions, even appearances were no longer regarded; and the field' 
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equipage which had been previously sent in advance, was finally recal- 
led, fur which no reasons could be assigned but what were equally ab- 
surd and unsatisfactory. 

In these rirciimslances, perceiving that fortune was forever disposed 
to frustrate all his views, and that his army was reduced to the last ex- 
tremity of hunger and famine, Hoinayun considered that it would be no 
longer prudent to remain before the walls of Sehwaun; and he accord- 
ingly withdrew from that place on the seventeenth of Zilkaudah,ofth3 
year nine hundred and forty eight,* proposing to retrace his steps up- 
wards along the Indus, towards Bukkur. At such a crisis, among other 
proceedings of unwarrantable hostility' of which, at the instance of his 
new ally, Yadgaur Nausser permitted himself to incur the guilt, was 
the violent seizure of a supply of wheat, and other provision, on its way 
to the camp of Homaydn; which had been furnished hy some of the 
native chiefs still w'ell affected to his government, and which they were 
forwarding in boats on the Indus. The unoffending agents employed 
in this service, he caused, furthermore, to be delivered up to the ven- 
geance of the prince of Tattah; by whom, in resentment for the zeal 
which, on this and some other occasions, they had evinced for thecause 
of HomayAn, they were all immediately put to death. 

In spite, however, of this undisguised violation of allegiance, and of 
a thousand other proofs of equal perfidy and ingratitude, Homayuii 
was not to be diverted from his system of lenient forbearance; confiding 
that a sense of conscious remorse would yet finally prevail with his im- 
provident relative to make amends, in some shape or other, for his dis- 
graceful apostacy. The imperial troops had, nevertheless, no sooner 
arrived in the neighborhood ofLouhry, than Yadgaur Nausser actually 
marched out for the purpose of making an attack upon Homayun,who 
was necessarily constrained, by this intelligence, to put himself in a 
posture of defence. A faithful, but yet prudent adherent ofYadgaur's, 
of the name of Haushem Beg, who happened at the moment to be in 
attendance on Homayfin, becoming, however, at the same time, ac- 
quainted with what was in agitation, rode forward without delay; and 
forcibly seizing Yadgaur by the stirrup, by an unreserved application 
of honest reproach, expostulation, and remonstrance, at last succeeded 

* dd of March ]542t 
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A.H.94a. in dissuading him from hig unprincipled and rash design, and in pre- 

ll5^* vailing upon him, at the very crisis of its execution, to return to his. 

AbaiFassel. , . . 

station at the river-port of Louhry. 

But the baneful spirit of desertion which had formerly seized the 
troops of Homayhn, although checked for the time, had never been 
thoroughly extinguished, and now broke out afresh among the most 
distinguished of his followers. In the list of those who thus shame- 
fully abandoned the cause of their benefactor, the author is constrain- 
ed to record the name of Kaussem Husseyne Sultan the Ouzbt k,who 
at this period went over to Mirza Yadgaur. Discouraged then by the 
cruel disappointments by which his plans in the territory of the Indus 
had been hitherto continually frustrated, although these disappoint- 
mentsmight have been directed, in the scheme of an inscrutable provi- 
dence, to the wisest ultimate results — disgusted by the repeated fail- 
ures in human virtue, which the touchstone of experience was perpe- 
tually discovering to his view — harrassedon oneside by the unprovok- 
ed disloyalty of his soldiers, and on the other by the ever-recurring 
neglect of support, if not of actual hostility, on the part of his brothers— 
and not less disgusted by the blind fatuity which seemed to govern the 
actions of his relatives, than completely wearied out by the persecuti- 
ons which seemed destined never to remit, on the part of an adverse 
fortune — it is not surprising that the idea of secluding himself from the 
world and its perplexities,should have recurred to the mind of Homay- 
un with redoubled force; and that he should again seriously meditate on 
the alternativeof a voyage of devotion to the sanctuary of Mekkah,and 
of withdrawing at once from all further intercourse with mankind. 
From this, by the prayers and intreaties of the faithful few, who, through 
every change of fortune, had still adhered with unshaken loyalty to 
the cause of their sovereign, he was, however, with some difficulty dis- 
suaded; finally consenting, at their recommendation, to avail himself, 
on this occasion, of a short period of repoS'', by retiring into the coun- 
try of Maldeu, the Rajah of Joudehpour, who had repeatedly conveyed 
to him the warmest professions of attachment— who was p tssessed of 
resources abundantly adequate to the restoration of his affairs — and 
who would doubtless, as they persuaded themselves, gladly embrace 
the opportunity of evincing the perfect sincerity of his professions. 
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In compliance, accordingly, with the wishes of his followers, Ho- A. H. 048 - 49 . 
mayun prepared for hisdeparture; butfirst of all he dispatched Ibrauhim 
Eyshek Aga, [lord chamberlain], with a letter to Mirza Yadgaur, atl- ^ •*^^®** 
monishing him, once more, to return to his allegiance, since, as he con- 
ceived, he must by this time have enjoyed sufficient leisure to reflect 
upon the inevitable results of his disloyal and unnatural conduct That 
prince, however, whose course was impelled by the influence of an un- 
toward destiny, was not to be reclaimed frcm his errors; and he persist- 
ed therefore in his plan of remaining behind in the vicinity of Louhry. 

Ilomayun then, consigning him to his fate, on the twenty-first of Mo- 
hurrim, of the year nine hundred and forty nine,* proceeded on his 
march towards Outchah. A considerable part of the period between 
that date and the eighth of the former Rebbeia.f must have been con- 
sumed in the march, since at the latter date he is described as Anally 
quitting Outchah, directing his course to the right hand towards the 
territory of Maiden. On the fourteenth of the same month. he en- 
camped near the fortress of Deur&wul — on the twentieth, § upon the 
plains of Wasselpour — and on the seventeenth of the latter Rcbbeia,l|he 
arrived within twelve kosse, or about four and twenty miles, of Hikaneir. 

In the course of his march, however, some of the more wary of Ho- 
miiyun’s officers conceiving a suspicion of the designs of Maldeu the 
Rajah, dill not omit to communicate what they felt to their master; and 
it had been accordingly, some time since, thought advisable to dispatch 
Meir Semunder, distinguished for his prudence and discretion, to the 
Rajah’s court, in order, if possible, to ascertain how far his professions 
were to be relied on. And it was about the period now under consi- 
deration, that this personage returned to announce, that although there 
appeared in all the Rajah’s proceedings the semblance of every thing 
fairand amicable, yet through the whole it was not difficult to discover, 
that there was not a single ray of sincerity to distinguish them from the 
blackest falsehood. 

In these circumstances, HomayAn had prosecuted his march to the 
very confines of the territory of Maldeu,when a person introduced him- 
self into the camp ofthe Moghflls, of the name ofSing&i Nagoury, des- 
cribed to be in the particular confidence of the R&jah; and to have made 
* CthofMay, 1542. tStstofJone. j27thofJunc. §3dofJuIy. || 30 th of July 1542. 
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A. H. 949. h»8 appearance on this occaaion, in the disguise of a merchant* exhibit- 
ing a diamond of extraordinary value, for which he affected to be in 
’ quest of a purchaser. This did not contribute to dispel the suspicions 
which had now taken hold of Homaybn, whose prudence had possibly, 
by this time, derived strength from the experience of frequent misfor- 
tune; and he directed that the conduct of the pretended merchant 
should he narrowly watched. For, as he observed on the occasion, the 
jewel which he offered for sale was not of a description to be acquired 
in the common course of commercial speculation, but rather from its 
transcendant value, such as is won by the sword of some triumphant 
warrior, or bestowed by the bounty of some magnificent and puissant 
prince. The result was such as to render the Moghfil monarch still 
more cautious in his proceedings, and to draw from him the highest 
commendations of the judgment and sagacity of Meir Semunder. 

Before he committed himself furthertothedesignsofthe Hindfichie^ 
HomayCui, therefore, determined to employ another of his servants, of 
the name of R&eymul Souny, in order to try whether, by the light of a 
superior understanding, some additional insight might not yet be ob- 
tained into the actual views of Maldeu. Such discoveries in this res- 
pect as he should be able to make, he was to communicate as opportu- 
nity might occur; but if precluded, by any apprehensions of personal 
risk, from conveying the necessary information in writing, he was in- 
structed to make it known by the following very simple preconcerted 
signs. If the intentions of Maldeu were discovered to be sincerely 
amicable, the messenger was to grasp with one hand the four fingers 
and thumb of the other; but if the contrary, he was to take hold of his 
little finger alone. 

Homayfin,with his small force, now took his departure from the town 
of Pehloudy,* here stated to lay within thirty k6sse,orabout sixty miles, 
of Joudeh, or Joudpoiir, the residence of the Rajah; and, after proceed- 
ing two or three stages, he had already encamped by. the sideof a great 
pond, or lake, called the Koul-e-Jougy, or the lakeof the Jougy, when 
the messenger of R&eimul Souny presented himself, and exhibited to 
Homaybnthe tok«n of hostility, by holding his little fingeralone. Other 
indications soon followed, which put the question out of all doubt, tke 

* Perhaps Pulendy. 
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perfidious R^ah having, by this time, advanced a considerable force in A.H. 049. 

the direction of Homayiin’s approach; under the pretence that it was 

- j • I • • . I Abul FazzeL 

for the purpose of conducting him with the greater honor into his capi> 

tal. His designs were, however, now too clearly understood, and Ho* 

mayfin conceived it prudent to return, without a moment’s delay, to<^ 

wards Pehloudy. 

Whatever might have been the intentions of Maldeu at the com* 
mencement of these proceedings, a point on which there existed some 
difiference of opinion, many affirming that he entertained originally the 
most friendly views, and that he did not discard them until wrought 
upon by the promises and threats of Sheir.Khaun — and, peradventure, 
by a closer examination of the broken fortunes of HomayCin — there 
was in fact, at this crisis, no longer any room to doubt that he was de* 
termined on hostility; and the sordid and perfidious designs of the man 
to whom he had been about to commit his destiny, being in his judg* 
ment thus sufficiently ascertained, the Moghbl monarch hastened to 
prepare for the worst. His preparations did not, however, require any 
very complicated arrangements; the principal extending only to the 
detaching of the veterans Tereddy RegKhaun,and M.unnkeim Khaun, 
with the greater part of his slender force towards the rear, in order to 
frustrate any immediate attempt upon his camp on the part of the Ra- 
jah’s troops; and, if a favorable opportunity should occur, to give them 
a specimen of what they were to expect from the superior prowess of 
the Moghuls. There remained with Homayun the females of his fa- 
mily, under the protection of the residue of the fighting men, compos- 
ed of the most devoted of his followers; among whom were included 
the Ameirs Sheikh Ally Beg, and Tersoun Beg Jullaeir, the sons of 
Bkha Jullaeir, together with Fazzel Beg and some others, in the whole 
not exceeding twenty in number. To these must, however be added 
sonae of the. imperial household slaves, a few artizans, and some liter- 
ary men attendant on the court, among whom we find particularly 
named, Moulkna Tauj ud-dein^ and Muuiana Tchaund an eminent 
astronomer. 

When, however, after quitting Pehloudy, Homayfin had succeeded 
in reaching Sautelmeir without accident, a body of Malden’s troops 
suddenly made its appearance, in consequence of the detachment em- 
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A.H. 049. ployed, as above noticed, to cover the retreat of the imperial parly, 

.^D. 1542 taken a wrong direction, and thus permitted theenemv to pass 

AbuIFazzel. .. . i«i •• »■ , . 

without observation. Possessed of, the steadiness of the rock in the 

crisis of danger, Homayi^n instantly turned about to face it, directing 
the greater part of the women to dismount, in order to place the men 
with arms on horseback, and dividing his already diminutive force in- 
to three small squadrons Sheikh Ally Beg, with three or four of his 
associate warriors, pressing directly towards the enemy, fortunately' 
found them engaged in a narrow defile; in which situation instantly 
attacking them, he succeeded in beating them back with considerable 
slaughter, and after a very slight resistance. Highly rejoiced at his 
very providential escape, Hoinayfim did not forget to render his hom- 
age of thanksgiving to the author of all victory ; after which, he bent 
his course for Jesselmeir, where on the first of the former month of 
Jummaudy,* he encamped without further interruption from the en- 
emy. At that place, shortly afterwards, he was joined by the division 
which by its devious march had exposed him to such imminent dan- 
ger, and which had indeed undergone the most painful anxiety in con- 
sequence of the reports which were circulated of Homay An’s perilous 
situation. 

RAey Lounkurren, the Rajah of Jesselmeir, did not appear disposed 
to give to the wandering monarch a more favorable reception than the 
other neighboring powers; on the contrary, he stationed a strong guard 
on the reservoir of fresh water near the town, in order to prevent the 
MoghAls, exhausted with fatigue and thirst in their arduous march 
through the desert, from obtaming that relief which their distresses so 
urgently demanded. But the resistance of such men against the cour- 
age of despair, animated, almost to madness, by the agonies of thirst, 
produced no other efiPect than to exhibit an useless proof of the hostile 
spirit of the Rajah; and Homaybn, after plentifully refreshing his wea- 
ried followers, was enabled to continue his march southwestward for 
Amerkote, with recruited vigor. At that place, after again sustaining, 
amidst the sands of the desert which extends in that direction, all the 
evils that could arise from a scarcity, if not a total privation of the 
means of subsistance, and of water, he at last arrived in safely, on the 

* ISth of August, 1542. 
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tenth of the former Jummaudy;* experiencing from R&na Pursaud, the 
Hindji chief in possession, every proof ot kindness, respect, and hos- 
pitality. And here he determined to remain for a few days, in order 
to allow to his exhausted companions a short interval of repose after 
their recent painful and laborious exertions. 

During his late distress and embarrassments, HomayAn, in order to 
alleviate the more urgent necessities of those who continued attached 
to his destiny, had applied to some of his principal officers, and among 
others, to the veteran Tereddy Beg Khaun, for a part of that wealth, 
which all had accumulated through the channel of his hithertoexhaust- 
less bounty; and they had, it appears, evinced an undutiful and unex- 
pected repugnance to make the smallest sacrifice to accommodate his 
wishes. In consequence of this, on his arrival at Amerkote through 
some arrangement with the Rhjah rather ambiguously stated, be pro- 
ceeded to take from them without ceremony, not more, however, than 
was just sufficient to make a trifling distribution among his people, re- 
turning far the greater part to tliese sordid and ungrateful individuals. 
Gracious heaven ! ej.iculates our author, could it be expected that the 
auspicious event about to dawn upon the world in the birth of the 
illustrious Akbar, should have produced much influence in securing 
the loyalty of the ordinary classes of mankind, when the most renown- 
ed and distinguished nobles of the land could be found, in the crisis of 
his deepest distress, thus deplorably unmindful of what they owed to 
the unbounded liberality of their sovereign! 

But, to proceed with the narrative; although the exigency of the 
times requiti d that Homayfin should himself continue his march 
towards the Indus, the situation of the princess Hameidah Shltan, now 
far advanced in her pregnancy, no less urgently demanded that she 
should be lodged in some place of security and repose. On the first 
of Rudjub, th refore, of the nine hundred and forty-ninth of the hidje- 
rah,*^ that princess was conducted by his orders into the castle of A- 
merkote ; and having there consigned her, with a few faithful attend- 
ants, to the piotection of an all-gracious providence, the care-worn 
monarch again took his departure westwards. Just four days after- 
wards, namely, on Sunday night the fifth of Rudjub,;^ in this secluded 

* 2Isl of August. t 10th of October. J 14th of October, 1542. -. 
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A. H.MO. spot amidst the sftnds of the desert,* that event occurred in the birth 

which was not less calculated to alleviate the present aor- 
* rows of an afflicted parent, than destined, at a future period, to pro- 
duce such felicitous results in tranquillising the distractions of a tur- 
bulent world. 

-When intelligence of this happy event was communicated to Ho- 
mayhn, he had not yet advanced on his marcti to the distance of more 
than four farsangs, or about fourteen -English miles; and it was receiv- 
ed, although not entirely unexpected, with the most lively sensations 
of gratitude and joy. A scene of cheerful festivity succeeded, to the 
full extent of his now circumscribed resources; for not onewasexclud- 
ed from a liberal participation, in the still undiminished bounty of this 
magnanimous prince. We have seen that it was in consequence only of 
the earnest intreaties of his Ameirs, t-hat llomay final first abandoned his 
design of retiring from the world, and was induced to rest bis hopes on 
the hospitality of the unworthy R4jah Maldeu; and It was not less from 
an indulgence of the same paternal and compliant spirit, that he now 
once more sought -the banks of the inhospitable Indus ; it being the 
general expectation of the companions of his fortune, that the local 
rulers might,, peradventure by this time, have forsaken their system of 
hostility, and might be induced to make some reparation for their re- 
cent injurious. proceedings; although Homayfin is stated, on his own 
part, to have entertained but very slender hopes on the subject. 

As he approached the territory of Sind, it was, however, early as- 
certained that the hostile spirit of the natives was, in fact, but little 
abated — that the adherents of the Argbtin family were assembled in 
superior-force, in the neighborhood of Jown — and that they were de- 
termined to give battle to the troops of Homayfin, or, at all events to 
oppose- his entrance into the country. In consequence of this disco- 
very, it was found expedient to detach a part of the Moghfil small 
force, in advance, under the orders of the gallant Sheikh Ally Beg Jul- 
Ikeir; whose family, from father to son, appear to have inherited, with- 

* Id a former part of hit work, describing the eircumsMaee at large, the auttior states 
'that Amerfcote lay in the 85th degree of latitude, and in the 105Ui of longitude, from the 
Jesskeir-e*kbaledaut, pandisc^ or fortunate Islands; wbicn, calculating from the meridian 
of Few; wonld place it in the longitude of Calcutta. Arrowsmith places it, however, ca« 
actly on the line of 70. 
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out exception, the same distinguished zeal and self devotion, from the 
very earliest dawn of the Texmurian glory to the present moment, 
llomayun, W’ith the remainder of his troops, followed at a convenient 
distance in the rear ; and Sheikh Ally, equally animated by the con- 
fidence of support, and by a firm belief in the final ascendancy of his 
master’s fortune, although with numbers out of all proportion inferior, 
did not hesitate to attack the enemy, the instant they came in view, and 
he appears to have dispersed them without material resistance. IIo- 
ma>un now encamped in the vicinity of Jown; tvhere, about the close 
ot Shabaun,* he was happily joined by the infant Akbar, his mother, 
and the whole of their attendants from Ameikote, which place the\ 
are prtA iously stated to have left on the eleventh of the same month. f 
The situation of Jown, lying on the banks of the Indus, is here de- 
scribed to have been, in many respects, most singularly delightful; sur- 
passing every thing in the territory of Sind, for the beauty' of its gar- 
di us, the flavor, variety, and abundance of its fruit and vegetables, and 
the neighboring rural scenery was doubtless materially improved, by 
the numerous subordinate streams which meandered in every direc- 
tion. There were other circumstances, moreover, that rendered it at 
this particular period, a most desirable place of residence for Ilomay’- 
un; who immediately look up his abode in sight of the town, among 
the gardens with which it was then surrounded on every' side, flos- 
tilities W'ith the Arghuniaus continued, however, with little intermis- 
sion ; in tlie course of which, Homayun lost several of his most dis- 
tinguished and faithful followers, and among others, the loyal and in- 
trepid Sheikh Ally Beg Julltleir, aboveinentioned, who fell in an ac- 
tion with Sultan Mahommed, of Bukkur; in which Tereddy Beg is 
accused of having either unnecessarily abandoned his brave associate, 
or of having otherwise, in some shape or other, dishonorably betrayed 
bis duty, llomayun was deeply affected by this misfortune, which 
with other reverses, or mortifications, experienced about the same cris- 
is, considerably abated the desire which he had previously entertained 
of proceeding towards Bukkur; and indeed, finally determined him 
to bend hiscourse in the direction of Kandahaur. While thus contend- 
ing with difficulties under every form and variety, a circumstance occur- 
• Bcgiiiiiiiig of December, 1542 t 19lh of November, 
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A. H.050. red, from which he appeared to derire more than ordinary consolation. 

; . Durinsr one of the conflicts in which the troops of Homavun were 

AbitIFazzel. , , 

now almost perpetually engaged with the natives of the country, they 

found themselves one day unexpectedly supported by the presence of' 
an unknown warrior; whom,from theastonishingprowesswith which he 
fought, they seemed for a moment to consider something more than hu-- 
man. But, when hediscoveredhimselftobethejustly celebrated Bey ram 
Khaun, a shout of triumph arose from the Moghuls not less appalling 
to the enemy, than exhilarating and satisfactory to the generous llo- 
mayi^n. It appears, that after the disastrous discomfiture near Kan- 
ouje, where he had most eminently distinguished himself by his cour- 
age and self-devotion, this warlike chieftain had effected his escape, in 
thefirst instance, towards the district of Sumbul; and there, at Lukkun- 
pour, he had obtained the protection of Metter Sein.oneofthe most con- 
siderable Zemindaurs of the country, until his retreat was made known 
to Sheir Khaun, the victorious Afghan. By that powerful conqueror 
an agent was then dispatched to demand an immediate surrender of the 
person of the gallant fugitive; and the Zemindaur, being destitute of 
any adequate means of resistance, found himself under the necessity 
of complying with the demand : in consequence of which, Beyram 
Khaun w'as, however reluctantly, delivered up to the officers of the 
Afghan, to whom he was presented not long afterw'ards, while on his 
inarch towards the province of Mai wah. 

lie experienced, at first, a reception not less favorable than distin- 
guished from Sheir Khaun, who employed some very flattering ex- 
pressions, in order to w.in him over to his designs; and, among other 
things, he is said to have observed to him, that the man who possesses 
the genuine spirit of truth and loyalty can never be in the wrong. To 
this the noble captive is said to have replied, that it was even so — the 
truly faithful will never err from the right way. 

Beyram Khaun cotinued with the army of the Afghan until it reach- 
ed the vicinity of Burhanpour, the capital of Khandeiss; when, in 
company with Abiil Kaussem, recently governor of Gwaliar, he con- 
trived to effect his escape towards Gujt rat. But, on their way to that 
province, they were both seized by the ambassador of the Afghan chief, 
who was on his return from the same country, and who had received 
information of their flight. Abfll Kaussem from possessing some ad* 
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aclvantn,£re in point of person and appearance, was the first taken Il.ooo. 
into custody ; and here a ‘generous contest ensued between the two 
friends, with respect to their identity — AbuJ Kaussem persisting in the 
declaration that he was himself Beyram Khaun, whom he represented 
as the servant w’ho, in repeatedly asserting the contrary, thus rashl}^ 
sought to devote himself to destruction, for the preservation of iiis 
master. In consequence, however, of the uncertainty in wdiich the 
question was involved by this curious debate, Beyram Khaun oi)lained 
an opportunity, of which he did not omit to avail himself, of contin- 
uing his journey into Gujerat. 

The unfortunate Abul Kaussem was conducted shortlv afterwards 
to the camp ofSheir Khaun; who, incapable of appreciating t!ie ex- 
emplary generosity of liis motives, caused him to be immecliatciv put 
to death, on subsequent occasions, frequently observing that from the 
moment at which Beyram Khaun made use of the ambiguous reply 
recently adverted to, he suspected that that loyal chief would never be 
induced to compromise his allegiance. On the other hand, on his 
safe arrival in Gujerat, Beyram Khaun was kindly and hospitably re- 
ci ivtd by Sultan Mahommed, the reigning prince; who employed many 
urgent importunities to retain him in his service, without effect. He 
then procured permission to proceed, as he professed, on a voyage to 
Mt kkah, and came to Surat; from whence, by seme means or other, 
but it could scarcely be through Ilurduwaur, as stated in the manu- 
script, he succeeded, on the seventh day of Mohurrim of the nine 
hundred and fiftieth of the hidjecah,* as we have just described, in re- 
gaining the presence of his sovereign. 

And here, at the haiard of incurring perhaps a considerable degree 
of ridicule, although our author relates it as a serious fact, illustrative 
of that divine energy which was impressed upon thecharacter of Akbar, 
from the moment of his birth, w’e should be unfaithlul to our original, 
if we omitted the following statement altogether; however it may be 
entitled to little consideration, otherwise than as a very ordinary nur- 
sery story. The ro} al infant had now surpassed the seventh, and was 
entering into the eighth month from his birth; having been suckled from 
the first by Jeijy Auttekah, and exhibiting from the very begining an 

* llth uf Aj)n], 1543. 
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A.H. 050 . unaccountable aversion for Mauhem Auttekah, and his other nurses. 

A. D. 154 3 rpijg result of this was a representation to Homayun that the wife of 

Abul Fazzel. (^heznui, the above-named Jeijy Auttekah, had produced the en- 
vied preference in the child, through the operation of magic; and the 
innocent woman became nota little afflicted by the injiirinuscaliimriy. 
One day, however, when no others were present but herself and her il- 
lustrious charge, this miraculous child, to her utter astonishment, « 
denly spoke, and, like the divine Messiahof theChristian dispensat.o.i, 
desired her to dispel her apprehensions, and be of good cljee'-; for that 
she held on her bosom the Sun of heaven’s viergerenry, which should 
convert her sorrows into the purest joy. At the same lime, he cauti- 
oned her to beware of any premature disclosure of the secret, winch 
Itad been thus unfolded to her, since it was associated with some most 
important points in God’s mysterious providence. At a pciiod long 
subsequent, the nurse related that beyond description rcjiticed at what 
she heard, she felt her anxiety and vexation at once forever removed ; 
and it naturally followed, that her care and tenderness, totvards her im- 
perial nursling, redoubled. She, however, for many years preserv* d the 
secret inviolate; until, indeed, the royal Akbar had been firmly seated 
on the throne of Hindustaun. 

At that period, while the young monarch was one day engage*] on a 
bunting party, in the neighborhood of Paulium, not far from tlie metro- 
polis ofDehly, an enormous and frightful serpent appeared in ne road, 
which appalled the very bravest of his attendants. Akbar Minself, how- 
ever, with equal intrepidity and presence of mind, instantly apj'roached 
the horrible reptile; and seizing it by the tail, by some means or other 
contrived to secure it, without the slightest accident. Y ussul Maliom- 
med Khaun, the brother of Mirza Azziz Konkeltaush, hav'iig witnes- 
sed this extraordinary proof of courage and presence of m nd in the 
youthful monarch, could not forbear, on his return, describing the cir- 
cumstance, with expressions of surprise and admiration, to his mother, 
the above-mentioned Jeyy Auttekah; and she then. conceived herself 
at liberty to disclose the' secret of the nursery, altogether, as she affirm- 
ed, exhibiting an undoubted presage of the future grandeur of their il- 
lustrious sovereign. 

In dismissing this subject, Abu) Fazzel finally alleges that he rests 



813 


tiis authority for the truth of both the circumstances here related, as 
M’cll on the immediate information of Jeijy Auttekah, the favorite 
nurse of his sovereign, and mother of the hjghly distinguished Mirza 
Azziz Koukeltaush, as on that of many other respectable individuals, 
on whosedist ictitm and veracity he reposed the utmost confidence — but 
th<" , /assumes, v,ontinues he, in the life and reign of my illustrious mas- 
ter, transcending the ordinary limits of human agency, which occurred 
und'-r tny -Jvi'n personal observation, will be recorded at large on a fu- 
ture oc . asion, to serve at llv same time, for the improv> merit of those 
M'bo look no further than the surface of things, and as an exemplar for 
the guidance ol'snch as are accustomed to dive, into the more mysteri- 
ous operations ofan invisible power. 

>111.110111, however, aecoiiipanying Abul Fazzelin bis remarks on the 
ativantciges to be derived from the lessons of adversity — without en- 
lar^iii.g oil the manner in which the same lessons are applied by the wise 
arnl good, so very difl'*“reiit from w'hat is usually seen in the vicious 
])i ictices of the unr fleeting, the piofiigate. and improvident — weshall 
Tiroceeti with the narrative to describe that Homayun,vvhen he had fin- 
iil!\ (k'tftiniiied on witlidrawing towards the mountains of Kandahaur, 
conceived it w on Id be expedient, in the first instance, to enter in to some 
sjiec.vs <'f arrangement with Mirza Shah Husseyne, the prince ot Tat* 
tall. Ttns objt cl accomplished, he calculated that he should be able to 
pio.' rule lii.'. dfsiffi) with the greater security; and then having lodged 
hi. iit^ ' son 111 tiir citadel of Kandahaur, he concluded that he might 
at b> permitted to perform the pilgrimage to Mckkah, which 

hari become the subject of his serious contemplation, wdth fewer 

appieU "''usfoi the late of his family. He was yet deliberating on 
the nu „ f carr\ ing his design into execution, when a dispatch arriv- 
ed tiom tile prince ofTatiah himstlf; who had, through some channel 
or other, received intimation of his wishes, and who now transmitted 
proposals for an inimcdiaie accommodation of their differences. To 
these proposals, as they perfectly accorded witli bis present views, IIo- 
niuyun very readily gave his assent; neither were the adherents of the 
family of ArghAn backward in expressing their joy at the termination 
of hostilities, jfrom which they had suffered very considerably; and their 
satisfaction was attested by some very valuable presents conveyed to.. 
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the court of the MogliAl monarch, together with very ample apologies 
for their recent refractory conduct. 

On the seventh of the latter llebbeia,* at all events, of the year nine 
Jiundred and fifty, llomayun commenced his march from Jown for 
Kiindahaur, taking the route ofSewy, or Sehwaun, nearwliich place 
he was, probably, to cro«s the Indus. But at the period under consi- 
deration, the fortress of Kaudahaur was held by Mirza Asskery, under 
the authority of his brother Kamraun; and that prince, impelled no less 
by his own unabated hostility of mind, than authorized by the instruc- 
tions of his adopted superior, became no sooner apprized of the ap- 
proach of Homayun, towards the province overwhicti he pre^ided, than 
he determined on measures for intercepting the march, and if possildc 
to seize the person of the injured monarch; and he actually f>rn. 
ceeded on this design, after having placed the fortress entrusted to his 
charge in a competent state of security against attack. IJomayuu doe.s 
not, however, appear to have experienced any material human ob.stach*. 
to l;is progress, until he reached the confines ofShaul; a district not 
more than three farsangs, or about eleven miles, from Kandahaur. 

In the neighborhood of this district, two ot Homayun’s attendants, 
whohad hastenedonwardsto find out thewateriiigplace, were taken pri- 
soners by a party of the troops of Mirza Asskery, stationed here tor tlie 
purpose of conveying the earliest intelligence of his brother’s approach. 
One of the prisoners, however, watching an opportunity, most fortu- 
nately effected his escape; and communicated to llomayun the first po- 
sitive information which had yet reached him, of the designs of his 
enemies, and which the prisoner had accidentally collected from tlie 
conversation of his captors. In consequence of this information, which 
seems to have been entirely unexpected, Homayxin at once abandoned 
his design of proceeding to Kandahaur; and instantly turned short to- 
wards Mustung, possibly in the direction of tlie neighbotiug province 
of Seiestaun. Piyendah Mahommed, an offic- i in bis euufidence, re- 
ceived, nevertheless, J|i|.permi8sinn to ctuitinuj tin j'.uriiey to Kaiida- 
haur; taking with him a letter to Mirza Asskery from lus brotber, again 
expostulating with him, in the mild'-sl language, on his unprovoked 
and unaccountable hostility But neither advice nor expostulation 


* 9th of Julj, 1&43. 
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were of any avail with that perverse and misguided prince, who proceed- 
ed, on the contrary, in his hostile preparations with increasing; pertina- 
city; notwithstanding the endeavors of Kausscm Ilusseyne Sultan, 
Mehedy Kaussem Khaun,and several others of his party, todissuade 
him, even on considerations of ordinary policy, from compelling Ho- 
mayun to take refuge in the Persian territory, which they alleged must 
be inevitably followed by the most serious embarrassments. The 
suggestions of Meir Abul Klieyr, and of others of a more malignant 
spirit, confirmed him, in spite of all, in his hostile resolutions, and he 
accordingly marched, in the early part of the ensuing day, on the direct 
road towards Mustung. 

When he had proceeded a few miles on his march, it occurred to 
Mirza Asskery to demand, if any of those who accompanied him were 
acquainted with the road; and no one appearing disposed to reply in the 
affirmative but Jiibby, or Huhby, llahauder, the Ouzbek, a stipendiary 
in the train of Kaussem Hiissevnc Sultan, who had undertaken to be 
one of the party on this occasion, Asskery observed that he W’as per- 
fectly satisfied of the competency of the man, because he now recol- 
lectt d that he had held a small jagueir in that part of the country. The 
Ouzbek w'as then directed to take the lead, and point out the road to 
his associates; but as he represented the total inability of his horse,Ter-. 
soiin Herlas consented, at the particular desire of the Mirza, although 
not without considerable demur, to lend him that on which he rode. 
The Ouzbek had, however, formerly served under the standard of Ho- 
mayuu in Hindustaun; and a sense of paramount duty, at this moment,, 
resuming its influence over his mind, he had advanced but a very short 
distance at the head of the troops, when he suddenly gave the reins to 
bis horse, and proceeded full speed, without stopping, until he found 
the tent of Beyram Khaun; to whom he announced the impending 
danger, and by whom he was immediately conducted into the presence 
of Uomayun. 

Some of the attendants were now sent to r^^est that Tereddy Beg 
Khaun, and others of the vassal chiefs with the imperial army, would 
convey to the tents of the Emperor, without delay, the number of hor- 
ses, not many, that might be required for the removal of the royal fa-, 
mily; but, incapable of estimating the pure happiness to be derived, 
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A. H. 950. from the rrfleclion of bavin? performed a piece of service of such urgent 

\ D 1543 . . 

' . ' V and ^ital importance, these sordid men positively refused to eomplv : 

Atml FazzeU ‘ • ' * 

and Momayun was proceeding to mount his charger, in order to puiiisli 

this foul and perfidiousdelinquencyonthespot; when he suffered him- 
self to he finally dissuaded by the expostulations of Beyrain Khaun, 
M ho intreated him to consider the pressure ot the occasion, and to re- 
mit the chastizement of the traitors to the vengeance of eternal justice, 
which sooneror laterwould doubtless overtake them, llomayfm, there- 
fore, accompanied by a fe«' oidy of his most devoted and faithful tol- 
low’ers, quitted his camp, and made directly f.r the trackless wilds of 
the neighboring desert; conceiving afresh, at this crisis of peril, tiie de- 
sign of passing through Irak, on his pilgrimage to Mekkah, so often de- 
termined Upon and again relmquishtd. 

Ill the hurry of departure he did not, however, omit to provide that 
Khaujah Mauzzem,Nedeim Koukeltaush, Meir Cihezuiiy, and Kliau- 
jah .\mber, the superintendantof the haram, should take charge of the 
litter of Hameidah Sultaun, the mother of Akbar; with instructions to 
convey her in any way that might be found practicable, to join him in 
his flight, leaving his infant son to the protection of the Almighty, in 
perfect confidence that no evil should befal him. This piece ol duty 
they contrived to accomplish with equal diligence and success, rejoin- 
ing the royal party in the desert without accident; but when the whole 
had proceeded together a short distance on their retreat, the day closed, 
and was followed by a night of utter darkness. In these circumstances, 
after reminding him of the rapacious spirit and sordid loveofgold, which 
notoriously predominated in the nature ot Mirza Asskery,and suggest- 
ing that at this moment, there could be but little doubt, he was enga- 
ged in examining, and taking an account of the effects acquired by his 
unrighteous capture, Beyram Khaun proposed to his master instantly 
to return, and make an attack upon bis unnatural brother, while totally 
unprepared for any thing of the kind; concluding, that their leader once 
taken off, his adherenj^s who had all of them, in some shape or other, 
formerly tasted of the bounty of Homa} 6n, would naturally be impelled 
to return to their allegiance. To this, however, from a bias in bis cha- 
racter strongly repugnant to deeds of deliberate bloodshed, Homayfin, 
although he entirely concurred in the equal advantage and praciicabi- 
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Rty of the plan, without hesitation declined to accede; declaring, that 
having finally determined on his journey into strange and distant lands, 
he could not now prevail upon himself to abandon his design; and ac- 
cordingly, recommending his infant son afresh to the protection of 4tm, 
who w.as its surest defence against evil, he continued. bis march.towards 
the desert. 

On the other hand, Mirza Asskery, on approaching the vicinity of 
Mustung, had dispatched Meir Abfil Hussun Suddur on before him, 
in order, if possible, by engaging Homayfin in discourse, to detain him 
from proceeding on his retreat; and this personage had presented him- 
self, accordingly, just as the monarch was mounting his horse, an- 
nouncing that he had matters to communicate from Mirza Asskery, 
which were of the highest importance; and thus endeavoring, under 
ail the pretexts that the genius of falsehood could devise, to protract 
the moment of departure to the very last. Providentially suspecting 
his purpose, Homayun did not suffer himself to become the dupe of 
such an artifice, but hastened, as we have just seen, on his way into the 
Persian territory. Almost immediately afterwards, Mirza Asskery en- 
tered the encampment; having previously employed Shah Wullid and 
Abul Kheyre, with a considerable force, to surround it in every direc- 
tion, in order to prevent all possibility of escape. , He now became ap- 
prized, through the report of the Suddur, of the seasonable information 
conveyed by the loyal Ouzbek, and of the subsequent precipitate 
flight of Homayfin. Tereddy Beg Khaun, with the train of refractory 
stipendiaries, lost no time in presenting himself to Mirza Asskery, from 
whom he experienced, however, a reception very different from what, 
in his folly, he might have taught himself to expect; being, together 
with the whole of his perfidious associates, committed to the custody 
of those, from whose vigilance there was little chance of escape. And 
thusearly was he instructed to prepare for the miserable lot with which 
offended heaven hath been not unfrequentiy seen to visit, even in this 
world, such as. basely forsake their benefaipt^cs in the hour of distress 
and danger; 

To Meir Gheznfiy, the foster-father of the infant Akbar who was 
early introduced to his presence, Mirza Asskery vehemently protested 
that he had no other object in bis undertaking, than merely to secure.* 
TOL. in. ^ M. 
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A. H. 950. an interview with the Emperor, and therefore affected great astonish- 
ment that lie should have been induced to commit himself to the hor- 

AbulFaz2cli 

rors of the desert; after which he demanded what was become of the 
young Mirza his son. MeirGheznuy informed him in reply, that the 
young prince was in his tent; on which, directing him to take a camel- 
load of fruit from his travelling equipage, fur the use of his infant rela- 
tive, and tolling the Meir that he would siiortly follow, Mirza Asskery 
withdrew to one of his own tents; where, preciselj' as had been repre- 
sented to Homayun by his acute and intelligent minister, accompani- 
ed by two or three ordinary writers, he passed the whole of that night, 
inspecting, and taking an inventory of, some of the royal efiects,which 
had been thus unexpectedly placed at his disposal. 

On the day following, about the hour of the morping repast, Mirza 
Asskery, causing his great drum to be beaten, proceeded to take pos- 
session of his brother’s encampment, pitching his own tents immedi- 
ately before the entrance of the imperial pavilion. The whole of those 
who had been found in the encampment, were immediately collected 
and brought into the presence of this domestic plunderer; and Tereddy 
Beg Khaun in particular, was now finally transferred to the safe keep- 
ing of Shah Wullid. The disobedient vassals who had so shamefully 
betrayed their allegiance were, all of them, committed at the same time 
to the care of different bands of Mirza Asskery’s troops, in order to be 
conveyed to Kandahaur; where, at a period not long subsequent, the 
greater part of them perished under the torture. Tereddy Beg was 
himself completely fleeced of his property; and thus early atoned for 
his misdeeds— if atonement that may be called, which bore so small a 
proportion to the enormity of his offences. 

But to return to the infant Akbar; it is said that when conveyed, by 
Meir GbeznAy and his nurses, to the presence of Mirza Asskery, and 
it was expected that he should have exhibited some indications of sur- 
prise and terror, at the menacing looks designedly cast upon him by 
his hostile kinsman, the high born child evinced, on the contrary, the 
most perfect indifference; and this is described to have occasioned con- 
siderable displeasure in tlie mind of Asskery, which he could not res- 
train himself from betraying in the remark, that the boy would have 
belied his birth, if he had not shewn the unbending disposition derived 
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from his father. A little afterwards, attracted by the seal ring which a. H. 950. 
depended from a coll ir of various colored gems round the neck of Mir* ^ ia48» 

za Asskery, the child stretched out its Ijttle hands to take hold of it; ^^“*^*‘^“** 
and the Mirza, with perfect good nature, immediately drew it off* his 
neck, and presented it to the child. This circumstance in other res- 
pects so trivial, was, however, immediately construed, by men of 
shrewder, or more reflecting minds, into a striking presage of the im- 
perial destiny, which, at no very distant period, awaited the acceptance 
of this illustrious scion of the house of Teymur; when the stream of 
niViil authority which had been permitted, for a lime, to desert its na- 
tural channel, should be Anally restored toils course, through the ever- 
flowing beneficence of the fountain of all perfection. 

Mirza Asskery, accompanied by his infant captiveand his attendants, 
now le urned towards Kandahaur; when, on their way, availing him- 
self of an opportunity to approach the litter which conveyed the royal 
child, Kougjy liahauder, a person high in the confidence of Asskery, 
privately whispered to Meir Gheznuy, that if he could prevail upon 
hiiuself to entrust his illustrious charge to his care, he would engage to 
restore him to the arms of his parents. To this proposal Meir Ghez- 
II uy prudently replied, that had there not existed some very forcible rea- 
sons to the contrary, his royal father would doubtless have taken the 
child awav with him, in the first instance. Whether these reasons con- 
tiuued to operate he could not presume to be the judge; but, at all 
events, w'iihout the most positive instructions to authorize him, he 
wouhl not, for an instant, permit himself to abandon his precious charge. 

Bahauder here explained that he had formed a resolution immediately 
to seek the presence of Homayuii, wherever he was to be found; in or- 
der, at a period when the whole world seemed to have forsaken him, to 
devote the remainder of his life to the service of that injured monarch: 


and that he had hoped, by restoring to him the person of his only son,--- 
torender his reception tiie more welcome. A8this,however,wasa happi- 
ness to which it appeared that he must not presume to aspire, he had 
only to request that he might at least be furnished with some token 
to exhibit as a pioof, thathehad actuallyseen,and recently parted with, 
the royal infant in perfect safety. On this Meir Ghezndy untied the 
fillet, or small turban, with which the child's brows were encircled. 
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A. H.950. and presented it to him; and the soldier set off in quest of Homay&nf 
most highly gratified. 

On the eighteenth of Ramzaun of the year nine hundred and fifty,* 
just five months and seven ‘days after the troops of Homayun had left 
their encampment at Jown on the Indus, Mirza Asskrry conducted his 
infant captive into Kandahaur, in the citadel of which place, near his 
own person, he immediately lodged him. The child was, however, at- 
tended by his several nurses, Mauhem Aghah, Jeijy Auttekah, and 
Auttekah Khaun; his early education being, at the same time, com- 
mitted to the particular superintendance of SOItaunum Begum, the fa- 
vorite consort of Mirza Asskery; and she is acknowledged to have ful- 
filled her trust with exemplary tenderness and integrity. Our author 
here proceeds to describe with sufficient minuteness, a variety of cir- 
cumstances in the infancy of the royal Akbar, all indicative of his fu- 
ture grandeur; but, as they are scarcely of adequate importance to the 
reader ofadistant age and country, it would be inexpedient to introduce 
them into these pages. It would, indeed, have been very desirable to 
have marked the intermediate stages, in a country so little known to 
Europeans, as that between Sehwaun and Kandahaur; but this, from 
the total silence of the original from which we write, we are precluded 
from attempting. All the information to be derived from the narrative, 
on this subject, seems confined to the simple fact, that the march must 
have occupied, as above noticed, a period of more than five months, al- 
though the geographical distance does not exceed six hundred miles. 
Having, in the mean time, conducted the expatriated, and hitherto 
unfortunate Homayfin, to the extremity of his hereditary dominions, we 
shall now leave him to prosecute his adventurous journey into the ter- 
ritories of the Persian monarchy; and return to take a rapid sketch of 
the proceedings of his more successful opponent, the warlike and en- 
terprising Afghan, on the plains of Hindfistaun. 

After crossing the Beiah, the second of the five rivers coming from 
the east-ward, Sheir Khaun, then, is stated to have proceeded in his 
marches with a circumspection which bordered on timidity; being in 
perpetual apprehension that the troops of Homayfin, still in respectable 
force on different points around him, were only watching an op* 

* 14tli of December, 1543« 
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pojtunity to avenge their recent defeats. Hence, his line of march 
M'as usually preceded by formidable bodies of cavalry and infantry, in 
constant order of battle. But, at the expiration of some days,when the 
perfidy of Mirza Kamraun, and the general disaffection which had seiz- 
ed the Moghuls, became notorious through the neighboring provinces, 
the necessity of these timid precautions was at once removed; and the 
victorious Afghan, experiencing no further obstacle to his advance,soon 
made himself master of Labour. From thence he proceeded, shortly 
afterwards, to Khoshaub and Behrah, and the territory in that directi- 
on, where he halted for some time; having dispatched his agents to re- 
quire the presence of Sultan Saurung the Gohggur, and Sultan Adam, 
two of the most powerful Zemindaurs in that part of the Punjaub. But, 
as eachof thesechiefshad experienced, respectively,from thegenerosity 
of the departed and illustrious Baber, some favors of essential import- 
ance, ofwhich, inspiteoftheviciousexampleof the times, they thought 
fit to retain a lasting and honorable recollection, they treated the sum- 
mons with indifference, if not with disdain; and the Afghan advanced 
in consequence to Huttia, one of the principal stations of the Gohgg- 
urs* — perhaps Bahotti, of which name there appears, in modern maps, 
a place on the left of the Behaut north of Khoshaub, from whence he 
detached a considerable force, in order to reduce that intractable nation 
to some species of submission. The Gohggurs, however, defended 
themselves with undaunted resolution; successfully repelling their in- 
vaders, great numbers of whom they captured and actually sold for 
slaves. 

Sheir Khaun appeared now disposed to march in person against these 
independent and warlike tribes, but from this, on consultation with his 
principalofficers, he was finally dissuaded; it being very prudentlyurgedt 
that theGohggurs,in possession of inaccessible mountains, covered on all 
sides by narrow and intricate defiles, were not to be successfully attack- 
ed otherwise, than by a plan of operations systematically and skilfully 
arranged, and deliberately carried into execution. It was therefore 
proposed that a competent division of troops should be permanently 
stationed on that frontier, so disposed as to be able, at the same time, 

* Kakares and Gickers are the oames by which these tribes are indifferentJy distinguish- 
ed by other writers. 
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A d' 15I3 ofincursion into the territory of the obnoxious tribes, 

Ab Al^azzei * provide against the probable attempts of Hpmayiin’s armies. 

In order to effect this, however, with the greater security, it was fur- 
ther recommended that a respectable fortified post should be immedi- 
ately established in the country, as a place of arms and retreat, in case 
of emergency ; so that, in process of time, these refractory hords, gra- 
dually penned up w’ithin their fastnesses, would be ultimately wearied 
out, and compelled to submit to authority. In the mean time, itap- 
peared indispensably expedient that Sheir Khaun himself should re- 
turn without a moment's delay into Hindfiataun; in order to secure 
the establishment of his power in that extensive and opulent region. 

In conformity with the plan thus suggested, Sheir Khaun immedi- 
ately laid the foundations of the fortress of Rohtass, on the right, or 
western bankof theBehaut; nearly oppositetothe place called Jeihlum, 
a name by which the river itself is sometimes distinguished. Then, 
leaving in the neighborhood a sufficient force to carry into execution 
his designs against theGohggurs, he returned by a succession of march- 
es to the metropolis of Agrah. Not long afterwards, he engaged in 
the siege of Gwaliar; which still held out for Homayvin, under Meir 
Abfil Kaussem, recently spoken of in describing the escape of Beyrain 
Khaun. Having, however, exhausted his whole stock of provisions, 
that unfortunate officer w’as compelled to deliver himself up, together 
W'ith the impregnable fortress consigned to his charge, to the Afghan. 
Sheir Shah now found leisure to devote a few months to the arrange- 
ment of a regular system of government for his extensive conquests 
in Hinduslaun; the whole of which, with the exception of the favo- 
rite province of Bengal, which was probably reserved as an immedi- 
ate appanage of the throne, he subdivided into forty-seven distinct 
departments. Another regulation, which our author has thought of 
sufficient importance to particularize beyond others, was that by which 
all the horses of his cavalry were required to receive a distinctive govern- 
ment mark from a hot iron; and in short, as he further contemptuously 
remarks, this successful usurper conceived perhaps that he might com- 
mand the applause of succeeding generations, by merely reviving some 
of those numerous regulations ofSililtan Allk-ud-deio, which he had 
heard described in the history of Feyrouz Shah. 
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Having dispatched these necessary arrangements, Sheir IChaun con> 
ducted his troops against Pourun Mul, the Rajah of Raeyssein and 
Tchundeiry ; whom, on the faith of an insidious treaty, he persuaded 
to quit the protection of his works, and place himself at his mercy; 
and whom, at the suggestion of some iniquitous professors of the law, 
and sophists, w ho frequen ted h is cam p, he then basely betrayed toslaugli- 
ter. He now returned once more to Agrah; where his attention was for 
a time devoted to the general improvement of the communications 
between the remote parts of his dominions. For this it cannot be de- 
nied that he adopted the most effectual and liberal plan, when it is hero 
recorded, that, after the example of some of his predecessors in the 
kingdom of Bengal, all the way from Sennaumgaunu in that province, 
to theriver Indus — a distance, according to Ferishtah,of fifteen hundred 
kosse — he caused to be erected at intervals of a kosse from each other, 
along the whole of the road, serais, or fixed refreshing places, or hotels, 
with every species of convenience for the accommodation of every 
caste of travellers, whether Mahommedan or Hindu.* Recovering 
from a dangerous fit of illness, by which he had been attacked while 
at Agrah employed in these benevolent pursuits, he next engaged in 
hostilities with Maldco, Rajah of Adjmeir, Nagour, and other cele- 
brated towns in the same quarter; of the whol j of which, either through 
perfidy, or superior address, he also succeeded in obtaining possession. 
From thence, with his characteristic celerity of dispatch, he led iiis 
troops against Tchitour and Runtempour; the governors of which, ei- 
ther through fraud or stratagem, were likewise compelled to lay at his 
feet, the keys of both those stupendous fortresses. 

Leaving a sufficient force to secure the stability of his conquests in 
this quarter, he traversed the country to the eastward, and entered the 
territory of Dehndirah; where he proceeded to invest the celebrated 
fortress of Kalinjer. And here, on the tenth day of Mohurrem, of the 
nine hundred and fifty-second of the hidjerah,‘f when he had just com- 
pleted his approaches both above and below ground, and had on some 
points raised them to a level with the works of the place, he finally 
* Accordiii" to Ffrishtab, the same was done on the whole of the road from Agrah to 
Mandou, and both roads were planted on each side for the whole distance, wilh the most 
useful varietjr of fruit trees, &c. &c. 

t 23d of March, 1545. 
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A. H. 850. perished in consequence of an explosion among his own combustibles 
—perhaps, as is explained by Colonel Dow, by that of one of his own 
’ shells. In the original of Ferishtab, tbe event is, however, briefly re- 
corded in the following terms. 

After the reduction of Runtempour, which he bestowed in jagueir 
on his eldest son Auddel Khaun,Sheir Khaun proceeded towards Ka- 
linjery by this author represented as the very strongest fortress in Hin- 
dustaun. In consequence of the atrocious breach of faith, which hadi 
been observed in the instance of Rajah PourunMul,thegovernorof Ka- 
linjer refused to submit, and accordingly prepared for hostilities ; and 
the fort was therefore invested by the Afghan. When his approachea 
had, however, been brought sufiiciently close to the works of the be- 
sieged, and Sheir Shah was in one of his batteries, observing the effect 
of certain Hookkahs, or pots, loaded with gunpowder, which were 
occasionally discharged into the fort, one of these hookkahs, perhaps 
a shell, striking the top of the wail, unexpectedly rebounded back, and 
bursting among a heap of other materials of annoyance of the same de- 
scription, the whole immediately exploded. By this explosion the 
Shah, together with Sheikh Kbaleil, one of his pupils, or principal fa- 
vorites, and Moulana Nizaum Dauneshmund, and Derria Khaun Shir- 
waunyjwasmostdreadfully scOTched; and in this state he was conveyed 
to his tents, continuing, as often as he could find breath, and his senses 
returned, to call upon bis troops — still fiercely urging them on to the at- 
tack, and dispatching his attendants one after another, to stimulate 
and direct their efforts. Towards the close of the day, which is here 
pronounced to have been tbe twelfth of the former Rebbeia, of the year 
already mentioned,* it was announced to him that tbe fort was in pos- 
session of his troops; and he instantly breathed his last. The parti- 
cular year of this event is exactly preserved in the sentence “z’autesla 
mbrd’* — he died by fire ; the Persian letters of which numerically ap- 
plied give the total 9.^9. 

The character of this truly celebrated, able, and warlike monarchy 
has been delineated, with equal justice and impartiality, by Colonel: 
Dow in his history ; and to that work we do not hesitate to refer the 
]wa4er» The subject is indeed dismissed by AbCil Fazzel, with thia. 

* ZadofUay. 
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ferief remark, that he governed the noble empire of Flindflstaun, through A. H. 950 . 
the medium of every species of fraud and imposture, for the period of 
five years, two months, and thirteen days. On the eighth day after 
his decease he was succeeded, to the prejudice of the elder brother, 
by his younger son Jullaul Khaun; who, together with the vacant 
throne, for which he was entirely indebted to his immediate proximity 
to the spot, assumed the title of Isslaum Shah, which title, by an easy 
transition, was soon generally softened into S -leim Shall; and of him 
it is also simply stated, that, in the enormity of his crimes, he even sur* 
passed the arch- usurper his father. When, however, continues our 
author, for purposes whicli we dare not scrutinize, a mysterious provi- 
dence had permitted the power of this turbulent and perfidious family, 
to flourish for a few fleeting j'ears, like the glow worm of the night 
beside the beams of Teymiirian glory, that same providence, after a 
short career of wickedness, finally levelled them with the dust; and the 
world was thus, at last, efifectually relieved from the vices of this pol- 
luted race. 

In a former page, we left Mirza Heyder engaged in preparations for 
his expedition into Kashineir; and it may be h«'re permitted to recur to 
the proceeilings of that prince. It appears that, on reaching the sta- 
tion ot Nonsheher, he was, in conformity with the instructionsofHo- 
inav un, regularly joined by the several officers who had been directed, 
to unite in the expedition. But, when he had already entered some of 
the passes leading into the country, that fatal disunion occurred among 
the troops of Homayfin, which has in the preceding pages been suffi- 
ciently dilated upon; and Khaujah Kullan Beg, yielding either to the 
unsettled disposition of his own mind, or to the invitation of Mirza 
Kamraun, suddenly withdrew to join thestandard of that prince. The 
example immediately extended to others; and Mirza Heyder was soon 
left to prosecute his undertaking, with no more than the stipendiaries 
in his own pay, and a few of those who had repaired to join him under 
the personal authority of the Emperor. Knowing, however, that this 
delightful province was laboring, at the time, under all the horrors of 
anarchy and civildissention, the Mirza determined on advancing; and 
on the twenty second of Rudjiib of the year nine hundred and forty 
seven,* he accordingly proceeded through the pass of Banouje, or Par- 

* 21st oi November, 14&0. 
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noncli, nnd shortly afterwards obtained possession of the greater part 
of the country without resistance. 

At tlie period under consideration Kashmeir had not, indeed, for a 
long time, acknowledged the predominance of any individual, or parti* 
eular ruler; the several native chiefs exercising an independent author* 
•ty over such parts of this elysian province as occasionally fell under 
their power. There was, it seems however, one who had recently rais- 
ed himself to some sort of nominal pre-eminence, anfl this person had 
cither received or assumed the title of Nattzek Shah; which very well 
corresponded with the unrivalled anuiMiities of the country. On the 
recurrence of the rainy season, which is described to have set in with 
considerable violence, Gaujy Beg, the chief through whose exhortati* 
ons, principally, Mirzalleyder had been in liiced to undertake the re- 
duction of the province, perceiving his own views defeated by the es- 
tablishment of Mirza Heyder’s pf)vver, with the natural perfidy inhe- 
rent, it seems, in the character of the Kashmirians, suddenly withdrew 
from the country, to seek the protection of Sheir Khaun; taking with 
him the sister of Issincieil the son of Mahommed Shah, formerly prince 
of Kashmeir — whom, in order to secure a favorable reception, he present- 
ed to the victorious Afghan. Through the medium of such an offering 
he rendered himself sufficiently acceptable to Sheir Khaun; and a 
force of two thousand Afghans, under Allawul Khaun and llusseyno 
Khaun Sherwauny, was immediately dispatched by that monarch, to 
reconduct him into the province. In the mean time, Ebdal Maugnry, 
on whose support he chiefly relied for the permanence of his power, 
dyingof a dropsical complaint, Mirza IJeyder, after lodging his family 
in Indrakoul,apost ofgreat strength and security, found it expedient to 
retire into the more inacc> ssible parts of the country ; and being now 
abandoned by the whole of the Kashmirians, he wasthus compelled for 
the space of three months, with a few of his own followers, to lead an 
unsettled and precarious lifeamong the mountain rang< s,wirh which the 
country abounds. At last, on monday the twentieth of the latter 
Rebbtia of the nine hundred and forty eighth of the hidjerah,* the op- 
portunity occurred, and he ventured to give bat'le t»i the enemy; 
whom, although amounting altogether to a force of five thousand com- 


* 12tb of August, 1541. 
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batanis, including natives and the auxiliary Afghans, he succeeded in 
defeating with great loss. JJy this victory, Mirza Heyder rendered 
himself, at all events, uiiilisputed master of Kashmeir. 

Accordingly, lor ten years afterwards, Mirza Heyder had an oppor- 
tunity of devoting himself’ with laudable zeal and assiduity to the res- 
toration of the affairs of the province — to watch its gradual recovery 
from a state of desolation and ruin — and he enjoyed the proud satisfac- 
tion of seeing it once more ovtrspread with elegant and flourishing 
towns. At the same time, he actively encouragi d the introduction, 
from all parts of the world, of every species of manufacture and ingeni- 
ous invention. Yielding himself, however, more than all, to cultivate 
the fascinations of music in every branch, this latter circumstance, 
combined perhaps with the soft luxuries of the enchanting climate, 
and bewitching local scenery of Kashmeir, produced in the event, 
effects extrenn ly inauspicious and debilitating: tor wliile he suffered 
his faculties to he absorbed in the indulgence of tuis fascinating pro- 
pensity, Muza IJejder gratlually lost sight of two most essential vir- 
tins — those of modi ration and circumspection; one of them the riglit, 
and tin’ otiier the left arm of prospt rous powi-r Bui his grand and 
faial error, aflcr succceeding so lortunately in the reduction of this 
iieaiitilul and eliarining province was, it seems, when, merely to con- 
ciliate tin’ iittaclirnent of the native cliiefs, be continued the regalities 
of the Khotbah and Sikkali, to the pageant Nauzek Shah; instead of 
assigning them, as his allegiance and sense of duty should have dictat- 
ed, to his imperial beiielactor then struggling with adversity. Yet in 
this it is to be hoped, remarks our author, that he must surely have 
been rather governed by the necessity of accommodating with the tem- 
per of the times, than by any spirit of disloyalty, of which the examples 
Were, however, already sufficieiiily numerous After all, when on his 
return from Persia, his imperial relative had subsequently repossessed 
himself of Kabul and its dependencies, Mirza Heyder found it expedi- 
ent to concede to him the honors, of which he had been so long and 
unwisely defrauded. 

When, oij the other hand, Mirza Heyder once permitted himself to. 
deviate from the maxims of a just and beneficent governnieut, and re-, 
signed himself to the indulgence of his passions, the perfidious charac-. 
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ter of the Kashmirians, which had been merely kept in check by the 
prudent measures of a vigorous administration, again displayed itself; 
and this inherently vicious people, returning to their treacherous 
practices, proceeded, without compunction, under the mask of fiend- 
ship, to carry into execution the most hostile designs That which, 
however, contributed most essentially to the accomplishment of their 
plans, was the systtm which they adopted, to separate the infatuated 
prince from his troops; the best of whom tiiey contrived, under various 
pretences, to disperse intodifferent quarters, some tow'ards the confines 
of Tibet, others towards Pukkely, or Puhkoli, and the remainder to- 
wards Ilajoury, on the opposite extremities of the province. 

•Having brought a multitude of others to unite in the conspiracy, and 
finally prevailed upon Hadjy Bckkaul, to w'hom Mirza lleyder had 
unfortunately entrusted the entire management of affairs, to engage 
in their design, the principal conspirators, Eiddy Ilania, and Hus- 
seyne Maugury, son of Ebdal Maiigury formerly mentioned, proceed- 
ed without further delay, at the head of their accomplices, in quest of 
the unsuspecting victim of the combination. In the neighborhood of 
Khaunpour, about midway between Srinuggur, the ancient metropolis 
of the country, and Hammeirahpour, they came upon the unfortunate 
Mirza; by night, as he was on his way to the palace of his perfidious 
minister Khaujah Hadjy, in order to set at large one of his servants 
of the name of K&ra Bahauder, who w'as in conBiiement. He was 
instantly put to death by one of the conspirators, of the name of Kum- 
maul Zhezheny; although it is by others stated that he was acciden- 
tally killed, on the occasion, by an arrow from one of his own attend- 
ants. The death of Mirza Heyder is, however, recorded to have taken 
place, under whatever circumstances, some time in the course of the 
nine hundred and fifty-eighth of the hidjerah,* or about ten years sub- 
sequent to his final subjugation of Kashmeir. 

The narrative will next be employed, in the same cursory manner, 
to trace the proceedings of the ambitious and ungrateful Mirza Kam- 
raun. It appears, then, that after his ill omened st'pararion from Ho* 
mayfin, that misguided prince, at the head of his tolluivers, went off 
immediately in the direction of Kabul; but on Ins arrival in theneigh- 


* A. 0. 165J, commeociug January. 
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borliood of Khoshaub, it occurred to him to suspend his inarch; in 
order to invest himself with the fleeting and forbidden attributes of 
a throne, to which he was not entitled, this he conducted himself 
exactly as all others are known to do, who, equally unmindful of the 
claims of justice, and of the dictates of true benevolence, blindly and 
wickedly presume to erect their own fortune on the distresses and 
downfal of their fellow men. It cannot therefore be surprising that, 
in the issue, he should most jusMy be condemned to reap the fruit, of 
what he had thus sow-ii in iniquity and ingratitude. Shortly after- 
w'ards, when he found it convenient, he prosecuted his march, by the 
route leading towards Deinkote on the banks of the Indus. 

Here he was joined by the Mirza Mahommed Sultan, and his son 
Oliiuh Mirza, who had recently failed in an attempt to gain possession 
of Miiltaun. Mirza Kamraun continued on the left bank of the Indus 
for a considerable time; until indeed the exhausted state of thecoun- 
try, and the scarcity of snbsistance, compelled him to prepare for re- 
moval. Throwing therefore a bridge across, he passed to the opposite 
side of the river; and from thence proceeded, not long afterwards, for 
Kabul, where he appears to have immediately established his authori- 
ty w ithnnt r» sistance. Thus, observes our author, referring to the 
expiil.«.ion of Homayun, when the stately lion has retired to the cover 
of its native forests, the timid stag ms*y brouze abroad in safety; and 
when the hawk has taken to its nest, the woodcock may venture to 
wing its devious flight, fearless of attack. 

Gheznein w’ith the territory in that quarter,was consigned by Mirza 
Kamraun, as soon as he had been joined bv him, to his brother Mirza 
Asskery; and, much about the same time, Khaujah Khawuud, or 
K hound, Mahmoud, w'as dispatched into Buddukhshaun, to re- 
quire the sulimission of Mirza Sflliman. The messenger being, how- 
ever, sent back by that prince with an unfavorable, and perhaps a dis- 
dainful reply, Kamraun led his troops in person across the mountains, 
into the province; and an action taking place near the station called 
Baury, in which the advantage inclined to the side of the invaders, 
Mirza Suliman proposed an accommodation. This was acceded to, 
on his engaging that th»^ honors of the mosque and mint should run in 
the name of Mirza Kamraun. The province was, how’ever, dismem- 
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A. H. 950. bered of several districts, which were bestowed by Mirza Kamrauii 

>T 7 i .1 on some of his own officers ; after which he returned to Kah6l. 

Abal Fazzei. ... 

In the mean time, intelligence was conveyed to Mirza Kamraun, 
that his brother Hindal had made himself master of Kandahaiir; in 
consequence of which, he immediately drew together the troops of his 
government, and proceeded at their head to invest that celebrated for- 
tress. Mirza Hindal, after sustaining a siege of six months, being re- 
duced to extremity by the total consumption of his means of subsist- 
ance, found himself, however, constrained to demand a capitulation. 
This was obtained without much difficulty, and the place was accord- 
ingly delivered up to Mirza Kamraun; by whom, in addition to his 
former government of Gheznein, it was now conferred upon Mirza 
Asskery. 

Mirza Kamraun then returned to Kabtil, taking with him his cap- 
tive brother Hindal, to whom, after having treated him for some time 
with great severity, he at last pretended to be reconciled; and a.s a 
proof of his sincerity, he condescended to put him in possession of 
the town on the royal canal of Kabul, which, in honor of the imperial 
Akbar, at a subsequent period became distinguished under the name 
of Jullaul-abad. His authority is said to have been about this time, or 
shortly afterwards, further acknowledged by the ruK r of Sind; the 
same who was engaged in the hostilities, recently described, with the 
persecuted Homayun; and every circumstance appean.d to unite, for 
a while, in contributing to lull liim into a state of perfect security. 
From this he was, however, in a slight degree awakened by fresh hos- 
tilities with Mirza Suliman, who had embraced liis opportunity to vio- 
late the recent treaty of peace, and to recover the places of which he 
had been deprived, in Buddukhshaun. 

He now marched a second time into that province; and having de- 
feated Mirza Suliman in a battle near Enderaub, the latter prince was 
compelled to shut himself up in the fortress ofZuffir. In this place he 
was immediately and closely besieged by his enemies, who, by totally 
cutting off his supplies, seemed confident of constraining him to an 
early surrender. In this emergency he was basely forsaken by his na- 
tive subjects, and the total failure ot subsistanct* reducing him to des- 
pair, be had no alternative left than to submit to the mercy of bis be- 
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sipgcrs. Kaussem Berlas, and Mirza Abdullah, and others under their 
orders, were now appointed, by Mirza Kamraiin, to provide tor the 
goveinnu nt ol liudduklishauii; alter which, accompanied by Mirza Su- 
liman, and his son Mirza 1 bran him, as his prisoners, he returnedagain 
to Kabul, which for a month afterwards, exhibited all the display of 
the most splendid triumph. In the season of prosperity whlcli fol- 
lowed, he lived, however, utterly unmindful of his duty towards his 
maker, and of his sacred obligations to redress the injuries of the ag- 
grieved ; until indeed the returning asccndancj' of his exiled brother’s 
foitune, enabled that prince to recoil upon his adversaries; when, as 
will be shewn in its proper place, the ambitious Knmruun was not 
suffered to escape the retribution so justly due to his multiplied acts 
of treason and ingratitude. 

Of Mirza Ilindal it will be sufficient to say, that W'hen at the pe- 
riod which produced so many examples of turbulence, disaffection, 
and trcnchcry, he also pursued the course of ingratitude, this prince 
proceeded immediately towards Kandahaur; where Karatchah Khaun, 
tlic governor on the part of Mirza Kamraun, after hastening to give 
him a friendly reception, quietly delivered over to him the keys of bis 
cli.irgi . together w ith the authority which he possessed over the sur- 
rruiridiiig territory. But he had not continued to enjoy his fancied pow'- 
er, fur many months, before he was stripped of it, in the manner just des- 
ci ilied, by bis more successful brother Kamraun; thus furnishing to the 
world, if that w'ere of any utility, another example of the remorse and 
disappointment, in wdiich the designs of a distempered and unprinci- 
pled ambition, arc, almost invariably, destined to terminate. 

It remains to notice the result of those undutiful and factious pro- 
ceedings, into which YadgaurNausser had permitted himself to be mis- 
led by the insidious flatteries of the governor of Tattch It has already 
appeared tliat this prince had, by some means or other, formed an esta- 
blishment at Lohry, in the neighborhood of Bukkur, on the Indus; 
but not more than two months after the departure of Homaytin, to the 
north- w'est,* he had a sufficient opportunity of discovering, in a va- 
riety of instances, how little reliance was to be placed on the faith of 
this unworthy representative of the race of Arghoun; and that all his 
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A.H. 950 . specious professions had their foundation in the blackest falsehood. 

Ab^l FazzeL it therefore expedient, without loss of time, to relinquish 

his visionary prospects in this quarter; and in spite of the intreaties 
of his best friends, who remonstrated against the imprudence of attach- 
ing himself to the cause of Mirza Kamraun, and the perfidy of forsak- 
ing that of a just and virtuous sovereign, he finally determined on re- 
pairing to Kandahaur. Yadgaur Nausser happened to reach the vi- 
cinity of that place just at the crisis of the siege, in which it had been 
reduced to the last extremity by Mirza Kamraun; and having been 
admitted to a friendly interview, he accompanied that prince, at the 
conclusion of the siege, on bis return to Kabul. 

From that city an agent was now dispatched, on the part of Mirza 
Kamraun, to the ruler of Taltah, Mirza Shah Husseyne, with a request 


that the princess Sheher Baunu Begum, one of the daughters of the 
emperor Baber, and the consort of Y adgaur Nausser, together with her 
son Mirza Sunjur, who had, by some accident or other, been separated 
from the troops of her husband, and left in the neighborhood of Buk- 
kur, might be conveyed without delay, and with all the respect to 
which by her exalted rank she was entitled, to his presence at Kabul. 
This request was immediately complied with ; but through some un- 
pardonable neglect, or oversight, on the part of the Arghiinian, the 
convoy by which the princess was accompanied, was sent through a 
desert and inhospitable tract, equally destitute of forage and water, so 
that the greater part perished ere it reached its destination ; and when 
the survivors had, with indescribable fatigue, at last made their way 
good to the station of Shaul, already described as within a short dis- 
tance of Kandahaur, they were attacked by a dangerous and malignant 
fever; to which the greater part of them, including the illustrious prin- 
cess whose person they had been employed to secure, now fell victims. 
And thus, of the w hole escort consisting of nearly three thousand indi- 
viduals, but a very few escaped to complete their journey to Kanda** 
haur. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


W E now resume the thread of the narrative to attend the forsaken h. 950 . 

Hoinayun in his precarious journey through the sandy and P 15 43, 
inhospitable tract, between Kandahaur and the neighboring Persian 
province of Seiestaun; and the first circumstance that claims our notice 
is the institution of a species of knighthood, for so it may be considered, 
called the order of the Tchoul, or Joul, which the fugitive monarch, 
at this conjuncture, conferred upon the faithful associates of his exile. 

While he wandered in these circumstances through the appalling soli- 
tude, in apparent uncertainty whither todirecthis course, he fortunately 
fell in with the captain of a band of robers, whose name was Hauty 
Beloutch, by whom he was immediately conducted, in a very respect- 
ful and friendly manner, to the place of his residence ;‘and who, after 
treating him with the kindest hospitality, became his guide to the ad- 
joining territory of Gurrumseyr, the sultry region so called, to the 
westward of Kandahaur. 

Meir Abdul Hey, the leading man of the district, although from 
mistaken motives of prudence, he neglected the opportunity of pre- 
senting himself in person to Homayiiu, afforded him, nevertheless, all 
the assistance in his power, to alleviate his immediate distresses. At 
the same period also, Khaiijah Jullaul-ud-dein Maliommed happened 
to be engaged in this quarter, in collecting the revenues for Mirza 
Asskery, and BSiba Doust, one of his Bukhshies, was employed by 
Homa^>An to invite him to his camp. More disinterested, and less 
circumspect than his collegue, this personage joyfully embraced the 
opportunity to evince his sympathy in the misfortunes, and his attach- 
ment to the cause of the distressed monarch; at whose disposal, 
without the smallest reserve, he immediately placed the whole of the 
property in his hands, whether in specie or other effects. In compen- 
sation for this ver\ seasonable supply, he was then invested by Ho- 
mayun, with the office of Meir Samaun, or'steward of the household* 

VOL. Ill* 5 o 
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A. H. 060. During his short stay in Gurrumseyr, on this occasion, Homayfin, 
beyond measure disgusted with the repeated proofs of treason and in> 
* gratitude, to which he had been so widely exposed, again, in the dis- 
course which he addressed to his followers, indirectly intimated a 
design to withdraw from the world. But from this, and at his time of 
life perhaps, with no great difficulty, he Was once more dissuaded by 
his friends ; who urged the manifest disregard of moral obligation, and 
of the claims of humanity, which would be laid to his charge, should 
he persist in the design of burying in seclusion talents such as his, 
in the revolution of ages so seldom exhibited on earth, and so emi- 
nently calculated to promote the happiness of mankind. They fur- 
ther suggested that it would not be difficult to reconcile his duty 
towards God, with that which every virtuous man owed to the socie- 
ty of which he was the member ; the utmost they required being, 
indeed, as they stated, that, while in private he communed with his 
Creator, he should in public exert himself for the good of his fellow 
creatures. They reminded him, lastly, of what was due to the rights 
of the illustrious infant, of whose final exaltation to supreme power, 
they expressed the most unreserved and assured belief. 

In consequence of these intreaties, and of the further representati- 
ons of his still faithful followers, it was therefore now determined to 
appeal to the generosity of the Persian monarch; in the confidence that 
the ties of hereditary friendship would be an inducement with him to 
render the assistance, which it was so abundantly in his power to af- 
ford. On the first ofShavaul, accordingly, of the nine hundred and 
fiftieth of the hidjerah,* a letter was dispatched, in charge of Tchouly 
Bahauder, one of the newly created knights probably, communicating 
to Shah Tahmasp, the first of that name, son of Shah Ismaeil, and se- 
cond monarch of the race of Sefify, from HomayfiD,an unreserved rela- 
tion of the circumstances by which he had been thus driven to claim 
an asylum in the Persian court. On the envelope of the letter is said 
to have been written the following sentence, probably by the hand of 
Homayfin himself; Much hath this aching head endured amidst 
the waters— much among the rocks and mountains— and much amon^ 
the sands of the desert — but all is past.” 

* 27tb of Pecember 1643. 
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Having dispatched his application to the court of Kazvein, Homay- A. H. OM. 

■fin proposed to remain a few days longer in the territory of Gurrum* 

r u- Ab4l Faizel. 

seyr; but a message being shortly afterwards received from Abdul 

Hey, announcing that Mirza Asskery was about to send a large force 
into the district, which was very shortly expected to make its appear- 
ance, and recommending that the imperial head quarters might be re- 
moved into Seiestaun, before it was too late, Homayhn, taking all 
things into consideration, conceived it prudent to avail himself of this 
piece of advice. He accordingly retired into Seiestaun, to be more 
immediately under the protection of the Persian government, and there 
crossing the Heirmend,* proceeded not long afterwards to encamp by 
the side of a Koul, or fresh water lake, into which that river discharges 
itself — doubtless the lake of Zerrah, at the western extremity of 
the province. Ahmed SQltan Shaumid, the king’s lieutenant, if we are 
to credit the author’s statement, contemplated the arrival of the royal 
fugitive, as an occurrence of singular good fortune; and he hastened 
accordingly to visit, and afford to the august stranger, every proof of the 
most liberal hospitality. Homayiin continued in the neighborhood 
for some days, amusing himself and his followers in hunting the Kesh- 
lekdaugh ; a species of animal of which, if it was not the zebra, we 
must confess our ignorance. It might, however, have been any other 
s-treaked or spotted animal of the chase — the spotted deer for instance; 

— or it might possibly have been the name of a mountain, the scene of 
these amusements. 

After recreating himself for several days in the manner thus describ-- 
ed,Homaydn proceeded to the capital of the province, bearing the same 
name of Seiestaun ; where the governor sent his own mother and the 
women of his family, to attend upon the princess Hameidah Baunill, 
always referred to under the appellation ofMereiam Makauny-^in sta- 
tion like Mary— at the same time, placing the entire revenue of the coun- 
try at the disposal of his imperial guest. Here, among other person- 
ages introduced to the presence of Homayhn,was Hhsseyne Kuiy Mir- 
za, the brother of the lieutenant of the province; who had repaired into 
Seiestaun, in order to complete his arrangements for a pilgrimage toMek-. 
kiah, and whoon thisoccasion, held with Homaydn frequent conversatit. 

* This is sometimes written Hindmend. 
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A. H. 950. onson thesubjectof religion. Duringoneof these conferences, the Mirza 

A. ijjat the doctrines of the two cardinal sects, the Sheiahs and 

AbOlFawel. ^ j . . , , • • ..... 

Sounnies, bad long been the subject of bis most serious inquiries; that 

he had carefully and anxiously perused all that had been written on 
either side; and the conclusion he had been able to draw was, that ac> 
cording to the Sheiahs, anathema upon the memory of certain of the 
prophet’s companions, was meritorious in the sight of God, while the 
same with the Sounnies was accounted the grossest heresy, or infideli* 
ty. “ Now” concluded he, “ it is very certain, that merit with God 
forms no part in the calculations of the infidel.’' The remark so faVor- 
ahle to the Sheiahs, was highly applauded by Hcmaydn, and he em- 
ployed all the influence of intreaty to retain this nobleman in his ser- 
vice ; but as he had already determined on the visitation to Hejauz, 
and the necessary arrangements had been completed, he civilly declined 
all advances on that subject. 

In these circumstances, Hadjy Mahommed B&ba Kushkah, and 
Hussun Koukah, who had availed themselves of an opportunity to 
withdraw from the standard of Mirza Asskery, both presented tliem- 
selves to Homaybn; to whom they undertook to propose that he should 
immediately return east-ward, to the territory of Dawer, the intendant 
ofwhich they represented as zealously disposed to favor the royal cause. 
They stated, moreover, that Haieimah Beg, the governor of Bpst, seem- 
ed also equally well inclined to return to his allegiance. In short, they 
held out the strongest expectations that Mirza Asskery would speed- 
ily be deserted by the greater part, if not by the whole of his troops; and 
that Kandahaur, and its dependencies, must then necessarily submit to 
the authority of Homayfin. When, however, these insidious repre- 
sentations became known to Ahmed Sfiltan, the lieutenant of Seies- 
taun, and he could discover that the purpose of these meu was, if 
possible, to prevent the projected journey into irUk, that nobleman 
hastened, without delay, to the presence of Homayfin, and with an 
apparently sincere regard to his. interests, most strenuously urged the 
expediency, as well as the certain advantage, of his appearance at the 
Persian capital; at the same time assuring him that these men had no 
other object, in what they proposed, than to betray their sovereign into 
the hands of his enemies. At all events, his remonstrances prevailed 
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with Homayiin, and it was finally determined to proceed, into Irak; A. 11.950. 
the governor of Seiestaun offering to accompany him immediately by A. l> i5t3-44. 
the route of Tubbus-kilU ky, which would conduct him by the shortest 
Way, through Isfahaun, to the capital. But as Homiyiin expressed a 
particular desire to visit licraut, the whole proceeded towards the for- 
tress of Awek,or Auvck; touching on thedistrict ofFerah,on theirway 
to that celebrated city. 

Our attention is now claimed towards the success of Homayflln*s dis- 
patch tothe Persian monarch, whoisdescribed to haveexpressed himself 
indeed highly rejoiced at theopportunity, thus furnished, of entertaining 
the imperial exile at his court; and as a testimony of the satisfaction 
which he experienced, the imperial state drums at the metropolis were 
directed to strike up for three days successively. A reply full of respect 
and encouragement, and, in terms the most flattering and consoling, in- 
viting the royal fugitive to hasten to court, was immediately prepared; 
and, together with a number of very valuable presents, delivered to the 
messenger, who was then dismissed on his return, after having expe- 
rienced the most friendly and honorable reception. Instructions were, 
at the same time, conveyed to the several authorities, on the road by 
which the Moghul monarch should pass towards the capital, enjoining 
them to provide in the most splendid manner for his reception through- 
out his journey; which they were required to consider as an event re- 
flecting the very highest lustre on the reign of their master. 

The mandate transmitted on this occasion to Mahommed Khaun, 
the governor of Herat and Khorassaun, descends, indeed, to the very 
minutest circumstance to be attended to, in the reception and accom- 
modation of the royal stranger; and is given at full length, by our au- 
thor, as a precedent most worthy of imitation by all such as, at any 
future period, might be called upon to discharge the same sacred claims 
of humanity and hospitality. But as this piece would occupy, at its 
present stage, by much too large a portion of the work, extending to six 
full pages of manuscript, closely written in the original, we must be con- 
tent to exclude it altogether. What may be considered more to the 
purpose is, that the letter from Kara Sfiltan Shaumlu, announcing the 
arrival of Homayfin in Seiestaun, does not appear to have reached Ixaz- 
vein before the twelfth day of Zilhudje;* although this seems contradic- 

* Oth of March 1544. 
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tory to Ti'hat will presently appear; and we are therefore warranted in 
considering that it must have been a month earlier. 

Howerer this may be,HomayAn had no sooner reached the territory 
of Ferah, than his messenger returned, accompanied by an envoy from 
the court of Persia, to announce the satisfaction evinced on the part of 
Shah Tahmasp, on intelligence of his arrival; and it was then that he 
finally determined, in compliance with the general wish of his follow- 
erSi to accept of the invitation, now expressly communicated from the 
Persian monarch, to repair to his capital. In consequence of such 
resolution he proceeded accordingly towards Her&t; being met, at the 
close of every subsequent stage, by the most distinguished inhabitants 
of the neighboring territory, vying with each other in activity and zeal,, 
to fulfil the instructions of their sovereign, and to provide for the ade- 
quate entertainment of the royal stranger. In the mean time, an im- 
mense concourse of people of all classes from the surrounding districts, 
and particularly from the several towns of Jaum, Terbet, Serkhess, and 
Esfriein, crowded to Herat, on intelligence of bis approach; in order 
to witness the entry of Homayian. 

The moment it was announced, by a message from Tatar Sultaun 
and the other personages who proceeded to meet the Moghfil monarch, 
that he was arrived within a short distance of the Ziauretgah,* Mahom- 
med Khaun, accompanied by the principal Ameirsof the province, and 
the more distinguished inhabitants of Herat, hastened to the head of 
the bridge called the Pi]ill>e-maulan, the bridge of the oilwoman per- 
haps, to receive the august stranger; and there, together with his own 
protestations of zeal and attachment, presented the salutations of his 
sovereign. Directions had, in the mean time, been previously given, 
that the whole of the roads from this place to the gardens of Jahaun- 
ata, should be kept regularly swept and watered; and that the whole 
of the respectable inhabitants, tradesmen, and ingenious mechanics, be- 
longing to the city, should present themselves, every day, regularly ar- 
ranged on opposite sides of the road, in expectation of the arrival of 
Homayfin. When the procession reached the station of Dilfezzk, the 
* A vtfry satisfactury description of the present state of the favorite city of Herilt, will 
be found in a paper inserted in the Annual Register /or J8i7, from the journal ot Capt. 
Pottin»er; whom the au hur of these pages is happy to recognize as a brother officer, likely 
to do credit to the long neglected cBtsblishment on which he serve?. 
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8bah2kdah Sbltan Mahommed Mirza presented himself to the illus- 
trious traveller; whom, with the nobles of the province, he now con- 
ducted to the palace appointed for his residence in the Jahaun-ara gar- 
dens contiguous to the city. On this occasion, all the way from the 
Ziauretglih,* to the PAll-e-maulan, and from thence to the above men- 
tioned gardens, making altogether a distance of between three and four 
faisangs, — ten and a half to fourteen miles, — the hills and vallies were 
entirely covered with the population of Herbt and the neighboring 
towns, assembled to behold the spectacle. 

It is here stated that Homayun entered Herat, or at all events, the 
gardens in the vicinity appointed for bis residence, on the first ofZil- 
kaudah of the nine hundred and fiftieth of the hidjerah;f but in order 
to make the circumstances of the relation correspond, which would 
otherwise be irreconcilable, we conceive that this date should be alter- 
ed to the first of Zilhudje,^ and that, in the mandate of ShahTahmasp, 
to the twelfth of Zilkaudah preceding, § and all will then appear perfect- 
ly intelligible. 

A splendid and sumptuous entertainment had been provided by 
Mahommed Khaun in the gardens of Jahaun-ara, at which he laid 
before his imperial guest, the presents prepared for his acceptance; nei- 
ther was any thing omitted on the occasion that could in any shape 
contribute to console him under the recollection of his recent misfor- 
tunes. In short, Herkt, and the beauties of the neighborhood, present- 
ed so many attractions to Homayfin, that he determined to remain 
there for some time; more particularly as the festival of the new year, 
when the sun enters Aries, was almost immediately at hand. During 
bis stay, whenever he found himself disposed to visit any of the places 
which so numerously decorate this favorite city and the vicinity, he 
was invariably attended by the same Mahommed Khaun; and the same 
magnificent arrangements were prepared for bis reception, whether his 
inclinations led him to recreate in the delights of the garden of the Gau- 
zergah,of theBaugh-e-muraud,oftheBaugh-e-Kheyabaun,the Baugh- 
e-zoghoun, of the Baugh-e-sepeid, or the gardens of the white palace; 

* So called from its being a place of religious resort— perhaps it was the tomb of Abdul* 
lab Ansaur. t 26tb of January 15-J4. 

1 24th of February. § 5tb of February 1544. 


A. H. 050^ 
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A. H. 951. or, in short of any other of the gardens in this neighborhood, so celebra- 
l i B itl et ^0®®^ ameenities. Neither did he omit, before he proceeded 

’ on his journey, to visit the tombs of the departed heroes of his religion, 
and particularly that of the noble Abdullah Ansaury, the patron saint, 
or Peir, of Herht. 

As soon, however, as the festival of the new year was over, Homay« 
An commenced his journey for K(izveiii;itbcing arranged that he should 
not neglect the opportunity of presentinghimself by theway,atthe8hriiie 
of Ally Ruzza, at Mush-hedd. In the mean time, Ahmed SAItan the 
governor of Seiestaun, whose attentions had been unremittingly zeal- 
ous and respectful, had been honorably dismissed to his government; 
Homayi^nand his splendid retinue reaching the town of Jaum, about 
one hundred miles to the northward of Herllt, on the fifth of Zil- 
hudje* — doubtless it should be the fifih of Mohurrem nine hundred 
and fifty one, corresponding with the 98th of March, a few days after 
the vernal equinox. Here he visited the tomb ofZendah Peil Ahmed 
Jaum, a celebrated Peir formerly mentioned. Without noticing the 
intermediate stages, Uomayfin is represented to have arrived in the 
neighborhood of Mfksh-hedd [170 miles] about nine or ten days after- 
wards; being here met by Shah Kfily Sultaun Estaudjlu, the governor 
of this part of Khorassaun, who conducted him into the sacred city, on 
the fifteenth of the month of Mohurrem. f Homayfin proceeded im- 
mediately to the mausoleum of Imaum Ally Ruzza, for the performance 
of his devotions, taking up his abode, for several days, on the verge of 
the hallowed edifice. 

From Mhsh-bedd he returned south-wards for nearly one hundred 
miles to Neyshapour, being met at some distance from that city, by 
Meir Shums-ud-dein Ally Sfiltan, governor of these districts, by whom 
he was conducted, with the customary honors, to his residence in the 
town. On this occasion, Homaydn availed himself of the opportunity 
to view the sapphire, or rather turquoise mine, Kaun-e-Feyrouzah, 
in the neighborhood of Neyshapour; after which he continued his 
march to Subbuzwaur, and from thence to Bestaum. Adjacent to this 
latter place is described to have been then existing a fountain of water^ 
into which, through the operation of a Telessem, or Talisman, in times 
* 20lb of February. t 7lh of April 1544. 
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long pa!;t therein suspended, whenever any impure substance was cast, 
an extraordinary turbulence in the superincumbent air was instantly 
produced, occasioning such a whirlwind of dust and atoms, as to darken 
all around. From this, observes our author, we can only derive ano- 
ther proof of the innumt-rahle materials deposited by the wisdom of 
omnipotence, in the store house of nature, of which the understanding 
of man is too circumscribed to comprehend either the properties or 
effects. 

From Bestaum the royal exile continued his journey to Ezrauny, 
of which we have no information, and from thence successively to 
Damaghaun andSemnaun; in the neigi.borhood of which latter place, 
at Soufiabad, he took up his abode in the mausoleum of Allfi-ud- 
doulah Semnauny. Wherever became he was received, without va- 
riation, by the local authorities at the head of the resident population 
in their most splendid array, and with all the honor and solemnity that 
could be due to the most exalted of sovereigns. An intercourse by 
messenger was, at the same time, regularly kept up with the Persinn 
court, the Shah dispatching, by frequent opportunities, such prese nts 
as by their rarity or utility might be worthy the acceptance ot his im- 
perial visitor. . 

In these circumstances, Homay&n prosecuted his journey to the 
ancient city of Rey; Shah Tahmasp removing about the same time from 
Kazvein, to take up. his ordinary summer quarters near Shltauuiah and 
Sourlik. Not long afterwards, Homayfin proceeded to Kazvein, re- 
cently the abode of the Persian monarch; where he was received with 
the same formalities and distinguished respect as he had uniformly ex- 
perienced during the whole of his progress. From Kazvein, after a few 
days repose, which were, however, devoted to a survey of the many 
sanctified spots with which the place abounds, the celebrated Beyram 
Khaun was dispatched to the presence of the Shah; who had not yet 
reached his destined quarters, when th^t nobleman was permitted to 
discharge the duties of his mission. Immediately on the return of 
Beyram Khaun, Homayfin appears to have quitted Kazvein, on his 
way to Sfiltauniah; the camp of Shah Tahmasp being now stationary 
between Ebher and that city, the whole distance being apparently not 
more than five and twenty miles. Arrived in the neighborhood of the, 
VOL. HI. .5 P 
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A. H.951. encampment, a number of the Persian nobility in their several classes 
^Al^Mze T P®y fespects to Homayiiti; after them Behram Mirza 

’ and Saum Mirza, the brothers of the Shah, presented themselves; and 
last of all, on some day in the former month of Jummaudy of the nine 
hundred and fifty first of the hidjerah,* Shah Tahmasp, in person, pro- 
ceeded to meet his imperial visiter. The interview passed in mutual 
expressions of esteem, and in the kindest inquiries on the part of the 
Shah; after which the royal stranger was conducted to a magnificent 
pavilion, or summer palace, which had for a considerable period em- 
ployed the utmost skill of the most exquisite painters and sculptors; 
and which was now, for the first time, opened for the reception of Ho- 
mayiin. Here he partook of an imperial and sumptuous entertain- 
ment, at v/hich the Shah repeated, in the warmest terms, his professions 
of zeal and attachment, and his sympathy in the misfortunes of the 
royal exile. 

During their conference on this occasion, the Persian monarch is 
said to have observed, as nearly as we can render the pafSage, that in 
enabling the illustrious Bkber, the father of his royal visitor, to achieve 
the Conquest of liindustaun, the creator of the universe had placed 
in the hands of the TeymOrian family, a key which might yet lead to 
the subjugation of many and powerful regions; but with respect to any 
errors or failures that might recently have occurred in the manage- 
ment of affairs, it was too notorious that the evil was beyond the con- 
troul of Hoiuayfin — that in truth it was to be entirely ascribed to the 
fatal want of concert, and disunion, which marked the proceedings of 
his disaffected brethren; for among all the variety of efficient causes, 
that which is known to produce the most important results, to dissolve 
the best cemented fabrics of government, is a cordial co-operation to 
the same object between members of the same family. In this per- 
suasion, he only desired, for his part, to be considered in the light of a 
younger brother, zealously prepared to afford him every assistance in 
. his power. And to this end such arrangements should be put in im- 
mediate activity, and such a military force equipped, as would be abun- 
dantly adequate to restore him to his authority— -nay, should circum- 
stances require it, be declared that he was perfectly ready to accompany 

* July or August, 1544, 
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Homayfin in person, in order to re-establish him in the possession of A. H. 961. 
his hereditary dontinions. 

'With such, and many other professions equatly generous, liberal, 
and sincere, Shah Tahmasp exerted himself to dispel the sorrows, and 
encourage the expectations of his guest. Day after day was destined 
to witness the same superb succession of entertainments, and the same 


protestations of truth and attachment. But, exclaims our author, 
why should an obscure and humble individual attempt to describe a 
spectacle in which the principal parts were performed by two such 
august personages? What verba) description can furnish any adequate 
idea of the beauty and variety displayed in the innumerable pavilions, 
and canopies of cloth of gold, and velvet, and taujah-bauf, the peculiar 
manufacture of Tebreiz, here set on foot — or of tlie curious tapestry 
bangings, and silken carpets, spread in every direction, above, below, 
and around ? What probable estimate can be formed as to the noble 
Persian horses, the camels, and mules, all gorgeously and gaily capa- 
risoned; as to the numberless pieces of rich apparel, to the swords, and 
cuisses, set with precious stones, suits of sable and ermine, and every 
description of beautiful and valuable furs; the vests of gold brocade, 
velvet, <au/aA-6at</', satin, and Mushudjer,* as well European, Yezdi- 
an, and Kashmirian, goblets, and salvers, and candelabras, of gold and 
silver enriched with rubies and topaz, and other articles of plate, of the 
same precious materials and workmanship; and lastly to the superb 
and highly ornamented tents and tent equipage, and carpeting, in size 
and beauty wonderful to behold, together with every thing suitable to 
the state and grandeur of a powerful monarch, which were dail\ pre- 
sented for the acceptance and accommodation of Homay^n ? Of all 
these 1 say, what possible estimate can be formed of the extent and va- 
lue? without mentioning the vast property distributed individually to 
every class and member of the royal retinue, in specie and every arti- 
cle of supply. On the part of Homayun, indeed, as might have been 
expected, these were few, but very rare and costly. At the entertain- 
ment given to the Shah, when he returned the first visit of his imperial 
guest, the latter placed before him a diamond, alone equal in value to> 
the revenues of many a province, and also a bulse of rubies from the; 


* A BPtt.of flowred satiD, of silk and cotton mixed. 
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mines of BuHdukhshauni two hundred and fifty in number, of propor* 
tionate beauty and rarity. Nevertheless it is affirmed, that whatever 
might have been the extent of the charges incurred by the Shah and 
his officers, from the entrance of Homayfin into the territories of the 
Persian empire, to the moment of his departure, they were actually 
reimbursed, one way or other, in at least a two-fold proportion, on the 
part of the royal exile. 

From the summer quarters of Sourlik, the twomonarchs proceeded 
together to Sfiltauniah, where the same course of festivity was contin- 
ued, as we have already had occasion to notice. There were, how- 
ever, not wanting those who had baseness enough to disturb this har- 
monious interchange of kind offices, and to engender suspicious jea- 
lousies in the minds of the royal friends. But, fortunately, the misun- 
derstanding was not permitted to be of any duration, every uneasiness 
being early dispelled by sincere and mutual explanation. Among the 
recreations with which, in daily variety, the beneficent Shah Tah- 
masp sought to amuse his imperial guest, was the Shekaur-e-kummer- 
ghah, or royal circular hunt; the different species of wild animals, and 
beasts of the chase, being driven in for the purpose by tlie Shah’s troops 
from various points, on a circumference of ten days journey in dia- 
meter, towards the fountain head of Saoukh, or Soukh-belaugh, which 
is the first stage on the way to Sourlik, and was, on this occasion, fixed 
upon as the centre of assemblage. Here according to practice, when 
the two roonarchs had first exercised themselves to satiety, in dealing 
slaughter among the unnumbered animals thus driven together, the 
princes Behram Mirza and Saum Mirza, were then permitted to take 
their share in this indiscriminate destruction of game. After these 
followed the principal Ameirs of both courts, such as Beyram Khaun, 
and Hadjy Mahommed Koukeltaush, and Shah Kfily Sfiltan, the 
keeper of the seal, and Roushen Koukah, and Hfisseyne Koukah, and 
sundry others in the train of Homayfin; and of the officers of the Shah, 
Abdullah Khaun Estadjlh, who was the son-in-law of the late Shah 
Ismkeil, with AbM Kaussem Kholfa, and very many others whose 
names it would be further unnecessary to particularize: and, last of 
all, the mixed and impatient multitude was admitted, and every sol- 
dier and camp follower was allowed to seize, and bind, and carry off. 
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as much as he thought proper of the numerous victims of the hunter a. H. 951 . 


which lay before him. 

There is, at the same time, one circumstance recorded to have taken 


A. n 1544. 
Abul FdzzeU 


place on this occasion, which, under a more equitable system of legis- 
lation, might be supposed to have cast considerable gloom on the en- 
joyments of the concluding day. A latent grudge had, it seems, long 
subsisted in the bosom cf Behram Mirza, one of the brothers of the 


Shah, against Abiil Kaussem Kholfa, a chief of some distinction among 
the vassals of the empire; and the former appears to have delayed his 
vengeance, only until he could find a favorable opportunity of quench- 
ing it in the blood of the obnoxious chief. Accordingly, when he ob- 
served that all others were sufficiently engaged in attending to theob- 
jt cts of the chase, he seized his opportunity; and, in an instant, trans- 
fixed the unfortunate nobleman through the body with an arrow, in 
consequence of which he expired on the spot. From a culpable de- 
ference to the rank and power of the assassin, however, this act of ma- 
lignant bloodshed was never made known to Shah Tahmasp. 

The royal armies were now directed to form again on the circumfer- 
ence, reducing the circle inwards to the neighborhood of the How z-e- 
Suliman, or reservoir of Sfiliman, where, on closing to the centre, the 
two inonarchs proceeded to satiate themselves afresh with this species 
of harmless slaughter. To all was added this day the two favorite 
games of Tchougan-bauzy, and Kehek-andauzy — the former a species 
of horse goff — the latter we are not able to explain. In the course of 
this, however, having probably signalized their skill, the faithful Bey- 
ram Beg was invested with the title of Khaun, and Hadjy Mahommed 
Koukah with that of Sultan. But, what was of much higher import- 
ance, before the entertainment closed, which was given on this occa- 
sion, a Toumaur^ or royal mandate, for the immediate assemblage and 
equipment of a body of twelve thousand horse to be placed under the 
orders of Mirza Mfirad, one of the Shah’s own sons, was definitively 
issued, for the purpose of assisting Homayun to re-ascend the throne of 
Hindfistaun. In addition to prince Mfiraud, the following distin- 
guished commanders were selected for the accomplishment of this un- 
dertaking. Bedaugh Khaun Kajaurleh; Shah Kfily Sdltan Afshaur, 
governor of Kermaun; Ahmed Sfiltan ShaumlO, the son of Mahommed 
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A.H. 051 . Khaleifah ; Sunjaub S&ltan Afshaur, governor of Ferah; and among 
A. D. 1544. xnany nioie,whom it would be unnecessary to particularize, Hftsseyne 
AbOl Fauci. Sbltan Shaumlb, the brother of Ahmed SAltan governor of Se- 
iestauD, and Mahommedy Mirza, the grandson of Jahaun Shah Mirza, 
more generally known by the name of Shahwerdy Beg. To these 
were added nnoreover, three hundred Kourtcheis, royal guards, or house- 
hold troops, with an abundant equipment of all things necessary to ren- 
der this noble auxiliary force in every respect complete for service. 

On the beautiful plains of Miaunah, celebrated for the mildness and 
purity of the climate, after treating his august visitor to a third circular 
hunt, near Aukziauret, the last stage on the way towards the summer 
quartersof Sereik, perhaps the Sourlek already mentioned, Shah Tah- 
masp paid his last visit to Homayun; the two illustrious monarchs here 
taking their final leave of each other in terms of the utmost politeness 
and mutual regard. 

From Miaunah, imitating the example of his august ancestor the in- 
vincible Teymfir, Homay&n now directed his course for Tebreiz and 
Ardebeil; having first dispatched his favorite consort the mother of A k- 
bar, now pregnant with her second child, accompanied by a suitable 
escort and a numerous train of domestics, under the care of Hadjy 
Mahommed Khaun, whom on this occasion he invested with the com- 
mand of the troops, instructing him, at the same time, to proceed by 
the road to the right hand towards Kandahaur. The twelve thousand 
Persian horse destined to aid him in the recovery of his dominions, were 
dismissed to their several habitations about the same crisis, in order to 
complete their equipments, and other necessaries for the expedition ; 
the Shahzadah being directed to join the standard of Homayun, at the 
head of those troops, as soon as he should have reached the banks of the 
Heirmund, in Seiestaun already described. 

His progress on this occasion led HomayOn first to the celebrated 
city of Tebreiz, or Tauris; at a short distance from which, near the em- 
bankment raised by Meiran Shah to confine the stream which runs into 
the town, from the footof Mount Sehpend in the neighborhood, he was 
met by the chief magistrates and principal inhabitants— the city having 
been decorated for bis reception in the gayest colors, by command of 
Shah Tahmasp. Here he was entertained with suitable splendor by. 
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the governor; and all sorts of games were exhibited for his amusement. 
Among these are particularized the Kerrek-dowauny, a species of ex- 
ercise with which we must for the present, remain unacquainted, and 
the Pfciaudah-tchougan-bauzy, or foot goff, a sort of game in which the 
Tebrizians are said to have particulnrlyexcelled, but from which, in con- 
sequenceof certain indicationsof aturbulent spirit, they had, at this pe- 
riod, been for some time interdicted. The restraint had however been 
now taken off, by instructions from the Shah, in order to promote the 
gratifications of Homaydn. The various edifices which embellish the 
city, and the monuments of their grandeur erected by the monarchs of 
former ages, were also visited in succession; furnishing indeed ample 
subject of reflection, on the ever recurring mutability of fortune, and 
the instability of human glory. 

W^hen he had employed himself for a sufficient time in surveying the 
the curiosities of the place, he felt an unwillingness to leave it, with- 
out examining the astronomical apparatus, for which it had been long 
celebrated; and he accordingly directed Beg Mahommed, one of his 
equerries, to find him out a G&rrah^ or celestial globe, which be was 
desirous of inspecting before he finally departed. The officer, who was 
probably an Indian, with equal simplicity and ignorance, brought him 
the next day, a number of horses, [gourrah], which he conceived his 
master wished to purchase for his journey. Much amused with the 
absurdity of the mistake, Homayiin received it, however, as an omen 
auspicious to his departure; and having made a purchase of the whole 
lot, and finished his survey of this fair city, he quitted Tebreiz very 
shortly afterwards, and proceeded towards Ardebeil. 

Arrived at Semaspy, a small town apparently nor far from the last 
mentioned city, Homayun wasndbtby the several Sheikhs descended 
from Sheikh Seffy, and related of course in various degrees to the fa- 
mily on the throne of Persia; and with them, by the whole of the princi- 
pal inhabitants, who presented themselves for the discharge of every 
office of zeal and service, during his stay at Ardebeil,where he remained, 
accordingly, for the period of one whole week. From thence he pro- 
secuted his journey successively to Khelkhaul, Taurom, and Jezzer- 
beil; at which latter place, celebrated for the mild temperature of its 
climate, and the deliciousness of its fruits, particularly for a species of 
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A H. 951. pomegranate without stones, he continued for three days. Nothing 
AhAi further is related of his journey until he appeared again at Subhuzwaur« 

where he re-joined the main body of his followers, and where he found 
that his beliived consort had produced him a daughter. During the 
whole of his progress he continued to experience from the local author^ 
ities, and f rom all classes of the inhabitants, the same unabated respect 
and attention, and a degree of hospitality, which appeared to increase 
rather than diminish with the exercise, so long as he remained within 
the limits of the Persian monarchy. From Subbuzwaur Hoinayhn pro- 
ceeded once mure to Mhsh-hedd, where he now continued foe. some 
time, awaiting the re«union of the troops under Shaliz&dah Miliraud, 
who were to accompany him on his return towards the frontiers of Hin- 
dhstaun. 

Avoiding all further minuter digressions,* we shall proceed to relate 
that quitting Mhsh-hedd by the route of the Karvanserai of Terek, 
and the fortress ofG&h, and leaving Her&t, on this occasion, apparently 
on the right hand, Homayfin finally re-entered Seiestaun; on the bor- 
ders of which he was now joined, according to appointment, by the 
force under the Persian Shahzadah, and the Ameirs who accompa- 
nied him. Not long afterwards the whole proceeded together into the 
district of Gurrum-seyr. On the present occasion, very differently 
from what formerly occurred, Abdul Hey, orHeya, the intendant of 
the district, hastened from his castle of Lukki, and with a bow sus- 
pended to his neck, cast himself at the feet of HomayCin, making the 
most abject apologies for his conduct in declining to present himself 
to his sovereign, when on his retreat into Persia. The same liberal 
spirit, and indulgence towards the errors of others, which uniformly 
distinguished the actions of this humane monarch, led him as usual to 
accept of the apologies of bis repentant vassal, and to, admit him onc^ 
more into favor. 

In this place it may have been very proper to put upon record the 

* While he remained at M6sb-bedd on this occasion, be dispatched MoulanaNfir-ud-deio 
Mabommed Terkhan, to invite Sheikh Ab^l Kaussem JArjauny, and Moulana Eliaus Ar- 
debeily both of them eminently distinguished for their talents and learning, to his court; and 
it was in con.sequ<;pce of this that they subsequently joined him, on his return to KabAI, 
where they became engaged in completing the memoirs contained in the Dourret ul taujo. 
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names of those faithful nobles and others who, stedfast in their allesri- 
ance, had adhered to the fortune of their sovereign, during the short, 
and certainly not very-troublesome exile, from which he was now so 
happily returned. Among these the first, and not the least distin- 
guished ill fidelity and zeal, was the able and gallant Beyram Kbaun. 
Next was Khaiijah Mauzzem, half brother to the Princess llameidah 
Suitm, the mother of Akbar. This person had, however from the 
first, indicated a very turbulent disposition, and in the sequel, as will 
be seen in its proper place, could not be prevented from engaging in 
the most unw'arrantable scenes of blood and depravity. Next in the 
enumeration is Aukkel Sultan, tlie son of Auddel Sultan the Ouz- 
bek, who was a grandson, bt' the mother’s side, of Stlltan Husseyiie 
Mirza of Kliorassaun. This person also, it is discouraging to remark, 
although ill the outset eminent in zeal, became in the issue notorious 
tf" h‘s ingr Mide. Fourth was Iladjy Mahommed Koukah, the bro- 
tli'T of <^ne who had held the most distinguished rank among the 
Ameirsofthe court of Balier. ITadjy Mahommed was himself a man 
of the most exalted personal courage; and Shah Tahmasp was repeat- 
edly heard to declare that such w,,re the men, of whom, if possessed 
of the choice, it behoved every discreet and prudent monarch to make 
the selection for the employments of his government. He was no less 
rcntitrkable for his activity ud skill in ^-v-ery species of manly exer- 
cise, and lie received from the Shah, during his residence in Persia, 
the premium for striking, or throwing, the Kebek in the game of Ke- 
bek-andau/y, as formerly noted. Fifth was Roushen Koukah, who 
discharged the office of Koukeltaush in the household of Homayfin, 
and, during the journey toPersia,was for some time entrusted with the 
care of the imperial jewels. Certain embezzlements being, however, 
discovered to have taken place in the precious deposit consigned to his 
care, he was, for several days, placed under restraint; although finally 
pardoned through the unexhausted lenity of an indulgent master. 
Sixth was Uussun Beg, the brother of Mohurrem Koukah, one of 
those who perished in the fatal discomfiture on the Joussa. He was 
a man of the purest morals, and most liberal disposition, and although 
in the office of Koukeltaush to Mirza Kamraun, yet chose to attach 
himself inseparably to the fortunes of HomayAn. Seventh was Khau« 
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jah Meksoud, a native of Heiit. This was a person also of the strict- 
est integrity, and most unblemished life, in consideration of which he 
became particularly attached to the suite of the princess Hameidah 
Sdltan, by the side of whose litter be usually rode during the journey. 
He was, moreover, the father of Seffy Khaun and Zeyne Khaun, two 
noblemen who rose to distinguished rank under the succeeding; reign 
of Akbar, the former being, however, killed in the campaign of Gujer- 
at. Eighth was Khaujah Ghauzy the Tebrizian, distinguished for his 
skill in arithmetic, and the science of numbers. He was also well ac- 


quainted with history, and the memorials of former times. At the pe- 
riod when Homayfin withdrew from Labour towards the lower Indus, 
this person forsook the party of Mirza Kamraun, and attached himself 
to the destiny of his legitimate sovereign; by whom he was placed at 
the head of his exchequer. Subsequent to that, however, he was 
for a long time banished the royal presence ; but towards the decline 
of life, when strength and intellect became equally impaired, he was 
nevertheless admitted to the court of Akbar. Ninth was Ameir-ud- 


dein Mahmoud, also a native of Heraut, not less distinguished for 
bis skill in arithmetic, than for his unparalleled dexterity in arranging 
the roost perplexing, and intricate accounts. He was moreover ex- 
tremely skilful in writing the Shekustah, or running-hand, usually em- 
ployed in correspondence, or other matters requiring celerity and dis- 
patch. For some time he was placed by Homayfin in the appoint- 
ment of Bukbshy, at a subsequent period, about the person of young 
Akbar during his minority; and the latter prince, on his accession 
to the throne, advanced him to the highest dignities of the state, ul- 
timately bestowing upon him the proud title of Khaun-e-jahaun. 
Tenth was Baba Doust the Bukhshy, also a very skilful accountant, 
which be sufficiently proved by his protracred services in the office 
of the Exchequer. Eleventh was Derwaish Mahommed Bungally. 
He belonged to one of the religious establishments at Herkt, was a 
person of singular simplicity of manners, and of the soundest princi- 
ples. He had been left with Jahauiiguir Killy Beg in Bengal, and 
was the only pt rsom who exerted himself to make good his escape 
from that province to the presence of his master. Twelfth was Hus- 
suD Ally Eyshek Agassy, [first master of the ceremonies] distinguish^. 
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ed for his undaunted courage and invincible intrepidity of mind. This 
officer had repeatedly signalized his zeal and attachment by the most 
meritorious st rvicis ; iiiit a favorite ^ outhin the train of Homayt!in, of 
the name of Yas;oub, having been privately assassinated in an old build- 
ing near Tebreiz, by some Kuzzulbaush, or ordinary Persians, and a 
misunderstanding being known to subsist between Hussun Ally and 
the minion, he became implicated in the crime of murder; and for this 
reason being prevented from accompanying the imperial standard on 
Tts departure, he was under the necessity of remaining in Irkk: al- 
though, at a subsequent period, when Homaytin had been reinstated 
in his authority at Kabul, he was again admitted to the presence. 

'I'hirteenth, in this enumeration, was Ally Doust Baurbeggy, the 
son of the just mentioned Hussun Ally. He followed the imperial 
standard to Mush>hed, and continued, from first to last, to evince 
his attachment by the most zealous services. Fourteenth was Ibrau- 
him Eyshek Agassy, another of the gentlemen ushers perhaps, and one 
of the most zealously devoted among the servants of the imperial court. 
Fifteenth, Sheikh Yfissuf Jouly, or Tchouly, who claimed his de- 
scent from Sheikh Ahmed Yessui. He was a man of independent 
spirit, and unblemished manners. Sixteenth, Sheikh Behlowul, de- 
scended from some of the most venerated Sheikhs of Tartary. He 
was also an officer of considerable merit. Seventeenth, Montana 
Nur*ud>dein, a person not inadequately skilled in astronomy and 
geometry ; and having at an early period accompanied Kauzzy Bdr- 
haun, the Kliowaufite, to the court of the late Emperor Bkber, he 
became in time a frequent associate in the convivial parties of Ho- 
mayfin. He ultimately received from Akbar the distinguished title 
of Terkhan. Eighteenth was Mahommed Kaussem Mou-tchei, who, 
at a subsequent period, served with considerable distinction, under 
Homayfin,in Buddukhshaun. He was nearly related to Meir Mabom- 
roed Tchalabaun, and in the province just mentioned, was employed 
in the same branch of service, apparently that of director of the bar- 
ges, perhaps of pontoneer. In Hindtistaun, on the accession of Ak- 
bar, he became Meir Bahar, or prefect of the marine, or admiral : and 
building a beautiful and splendid villa, on the banks of the Jown, or 
Jumna, he there quietly conducted his frail bark to the harbour of 
death. Nineteenth, Heyder Mahommed Aukbtab Beggy, one of those 
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A. 11.951. grown old in the service of the imperial court. Twentieth, Seyud 

Tekkeiah, a very brave officer, singularly expert in every 
* martial exercise, and, accordingly, he bore away the prize at Herkt, in 
the game of Kebekandauzy. Twenty-first, Seyud Mahouimed Kauly, 
a native of the just mentioned city of Herkt. For a few days while 
at Bukkur, he was invested with the office of Ameir-e-auddel—min- 
ister of justice; and he was included in the number of those admitted 
to a seat, in the imperial circle. Twenty -second, Hafez Sfiltan Ma- 
hommed, surnamed Rkkhnah — the fracture, perhaps fracturer. This 
person had joined Homay6n near Bukkur, in the disguise ot a men- 
dicant, and apparently made himself known by reciting two favorite 
couplets in verse. Becoming enrolled among the Eytcheks, he en- 
joyed considerable favor under the succeeding reign of Akbar. Ne- 
vertheless engaged in the rebellion at Sebrind, it would be unworthy 
of the subject of these pages to take any further notice of such an 
ingrate. Twenty-third, Mirza Reg, the Belowtch, whose father had 
enjoyed in Khorassaun, the dignity of head of the tribe of that name. 
Twenty-fourth, Ameir Husseyne, the son of the abovenaroed Be- 
lowtcli. Twenty-fifth, Khaujah Amber Nauzer — an eunuch, super- 
intendaiit of the department of the women to Homayun ; and he re- 
ceived from Akbar the title of Ettebaur Khaun. He was moreover 
one of tile chamberlains attached to the retinue of the princess Ha- 
meidah Sultan. [Merreiam-makaunyj. Twenty-sixth, Aurref Tou- 
shek-tchei — keeper of the wardrobe. He was a Maumluk, but pro- 
fessed to be of the race of the Seyuds. Under the authority of Akbar, 
he obtained the title of Pahar Khaun, and was otherwise employed in 
appointments of the highest trust. The author concludes his list 
with the names of twelve others, domestics and household slaves, 
whom it would be here unnecessary to particularize. 

Let us now, for a moment, attend to the effect produced on the con- 
duct of his adversaries, by the rumours which announced the return 
of Homayun. The instant, then, the alarm was communicated to 
JVlirza Kamraun, consid**ring that the crisis of reconciliation was long 
since past, the first idea that occurred to him was to secure the person* 
ot the infant Akbar; and for this purpose, the brother of Khuzzer Khaun 
Hazaurah was immediately dispatched, to convey the young prince 
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from Kandahaur to KabAl. On the arrival of this person at Kanda- a.h. 05i. 
haur, the object of his mission occasioned some debate in the councils ^ ^ i»44. 
of Mirza Asskery , many endeavoring to dissuade him from the impolicy * f^zeU 
of sending away the young prince; whom, on the contrary, they urged 
him by every consideration to detain at Kandahaur, as the surest instru- 
ment of reconciliation with his elder brother ; since by restoring the 
child to its august parent, he could always ensure forgiveness for the 
errors of his former conduct. Others maintained, however, that it w'as 
his interest to comply with the views of Kamraun, without the smallest 
reserve; since the nature of his dispute with Homayun, was such as 
to preclude all hope of effectual reconciliation, by whatever means 
attempted. 

Unhappily the latter opinion prevailed with Mirza Asskery; and the 
young prince was accordingly sent off towards Kabul, in the midst of 
rain and snow, and in the very depth of winter. Hewas accompanied, at 
the same time, by bis infant sister Bukhshy Baunh Begum, and his two 
principal nurses, Jeijy Auttekah, the mother, as we have already ob- 
served, of Mirza Azziz Koukeltaush, and Mauhem Auttekah the mo- 
ther of Audhem Khaun, and most of his other attendants; at the head 
of whom uas Shums-ud-dein Mahmoud of Gheznein, the husband of 
his favorite nurse, who was distinguished by the title of Auttekah- 
Khaun. To preserve the greater secrecy in the transaction, they were 
instructed to address the infant prince by the appellation of Meirek, 
and his sister ity that of Beitchah; nevertheless, on their arrival at Ko- 
laut one of the first stages, and putting up at the habitation of one of 
the Ilazaurahs, or native chiefs, for the night, the exalted rank of the 
royal child was discovered by the simple majf^sty alone which beamed 
on his forehead; and the master of the house could not withhold himself 
from proclaiming, the very next morning, that the heir apparent of the 
throne had reposed under his roof the night before. In consequence 
of this discovery, the brother of Khezzer Khaun, who bad charge of the 
escort, conceived it expedient to hasten the journey towards Ghez- 
nein, and finally to Kabul; where the whole arrived without accident 
not long afterwards. The royal infant was there lodged by Mirza 
Kamraun in the mansion of Khaunzadah Begum, the sister of Baber; 
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A. H. 851. and, on the following day, at a public audience in the garden of Sbe« 
her-arh, his princely nephew was introduced into his presence. 

Without, however, enlarging on the particulars of this interview, 
during which the little Akbar w>)s put to wrestle with his cousin 
Ibrauhim Mirza, the son of Mirza Kaniraun, fironi whom, although his 
elder by several years, he bore away the prize of a painted kettle-drum; 
nor on the consequent mortification -of Kamraun, since it might be 
construed to prognosticate future more important triumphs, it will be 
more satisfactory to return to the proceedings of Hoinayun and his 
Persian auxiliaries, subsequent to their entrance into Gurrumseyr. 
The first object, then, towards which they turned their views, w'as the 
siege and reduction of Bost, here described to be included in the ter> 
ritory of Gurrumseyr, and subordinate to the provincial government 
ofKandahaur. Seyud Ally Siiltan Tekld, or Toklu, a Persian com* 
mander, with a division of his countrymen, was selected for the exe* 
cution ofthis piece of service; and that officer proceeded accordi ngly to in* 
vest thefortress in question, whichwasdefendedforMirzaKamraunbythe 
two local jaguirdanrs, Shauhem Jullkeir, and Meir Khilidje. As he 
was, however one day, directing the operations of the siege, the Persian 
commander was unfortunately killed by a musquetsbot from the works 
of the town; but instead of discouraging, this circumstance appears to 
have added fresh stimulus to the ardor, of the besiegers; since they 
- continued their exertions with greater activity than ever, after confer- 

ring the command on the son of the fallen general, although a youth 
of not more than twelve years of age, and at the same time dispatching 
to announce to the Persian court, a report of what had happened. Not 
many days afterwards, the garrison finding themselves gradually strait- 
ened in their resources within, and entirely cut off from all hope of 
relief from without, determined to convey to Homayfin proposals of 
sulimission; to which, through hisaccustomedienity,he readily acceded. 
Homayhn now encamped under the walls of the fort; and the two com- 
manders, Shauhem Jullkeir and Meir Khilidje, being conducted to his 
presence, each with a quiver suspended to his throat, were not only 
admitted to pardon, but generously enrolled among the vassals of the 
empire. 

While Homayhn remained encamped near Bost, on this occasion, a 
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report was circulated that Mirza Asskery was collecting his treasure, A. H. 05i. 
and preparing to withdraw towards Kabul, and a great part of the Per- 
sian auxiliaries, with not a few of the royal troops, were not to be res- 
trained, in consequence, from hastening immediately to Kandahaur ; 
although Homayiin himself, on the faith of undoubted intelligence, 
and peradventure from a wish that his brother's retreat might be unmo- 
lested, expressly assured them, on the contrary, that Mirza Asskery 
was determined to maintain his ground to the very last extremity. The 
result was as might have been expected. For, appealing before Kan- 
dahaur like a disorderly rabble unprepared to meet with resistance in 
any shape, these refractory bands found themselves suddenly exposed 
to a tremendous discharge of canon and small arms, from all the works 
that could be brought to bear upon them. Their loss in killed and 
wounded was severe; and it is probable that they would have been en- 
tirely cut to pieces by the garrison, part of which had sallied from the 
town to attack them, were it not for the activity and exertions of some 
distinguished officers, both MoghAl and Persian, who hastened to cover 
their retreat, and succeeded with some difficulty in repulsing the as- 
sailants. 

The consequences might, indeed, have been moreextensi vely fatal, if 
Mirza Asskery had not obstinately disregarded the pressing importu- 
nities of Jemeil Peg, one of his best officers; who sent to intreat that 
he would himself come down from the fort at the head of the remainder 
of his troops, and take a part in the action — assuring him of the utter 
disparity of the force opposed to him, and that this once disposed of, 
there would remain but little further to do. Fortunately, Mirza Asskery 
entertained an opinion that his adversaries were too well acquainted 
with the strength and circumstances of the garrison of Kandahaur, to 
expose themselves tosuch unwarrantable risks. He expressed his con- 
viction that the force of HomayOn wasnot limited to the number w hich 
had now shewn themselves — and that, without a doubt, they were well 
supported by ambuscades in the rear, prepared to act the moment the 
occasion might require it. He was therefore, as he alleged, not so inex- 
perienced as to become the dupe of such a feint; on the contrary, that he 
should attend themore cautiously to the security of his post, and decline 
all hazard of a coutestin the open plain, until he should be joined by 
Mirza Kamraun. 
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A. H. 052. Thus happily rescued from that imminent destruction to which, by 
Ai^ira^gtl * ^ disregard of discipline, and the sordid love of pillage, they 

had so rashly exposed themselves, the troops of Homay6ii had perhaps 
some cause to rejoice in their unmerited escape, as in a sort of victory. 
At all events, Homayiln himself was not nnmindlul of the gracious in- 
terposition of providence in this early manifestation of favor. Not 
many days afterwards he broke up from his encampment before Bost; 
and on Saturday the seventh of Mohurrem, of the nine hundred and fifty 
second of the hidjerah,* he appeared at the head of his whole force, 
under the walls of Kandahaur; fixing his head quarters in the garden 
of Shums-ud-dein Ally, the Katizzy of the town, obliquely fronting 
the Derwauzzah-Mashour — ^gale of the cloth* workers, or perhaps 
weavers. Arrangements were expedited, without a moment’s delay, 
for thecommeii cement of the siege — the ground foropening the trenches 
was regularly divided-^the proper officers were nominated to superin- 
tend the operations — and partial conflicts daily occurred in the envi- 
rons of the place, between the troops of the garrison and their besiegers. 

To enter at length into the minutiae of the operations of a siege, al- 
though prf'gnantwithinterestand amusement to a particularclass, might 
nevertheless prove oppressively tedious to the generality of readers. 
We shall therefore confine our narrative to such particular passages as 
may be essentially necessary to the illustration of the subject before 
us. Finding, then, that Mirza Asskery seemed determined on resist- 
ing to the last extremity, Uomayhn, when he had continued for some 
time before Kandahaur, conceived that it might yet be possible, by 
opening a correspondence once more with Mirza Kamraun, to recal the 
brothers to a sense of their common interests; and for this purpose he 
selected his faithful general Beyram Khaun, who was accordingly in- 
structed to proceed to Kabhl, with two confidential letters which he 
was to deliver to Mirza Kamraun. After experiencing some obstruc- 
tion from the Hazaurah tribes between Kandahaur and Gheznein, 
whom be succeeded in chastising for their insolence, Beyram Khaun 
finally reached Kabfil; where he was honorably received, and permit- 
ted without restraint, to execute the objects of his mission. Among 
other indulgences, of which, on particular application, he was allow- 

* 20th of March 1646. 
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ed to avail himself, was a visit to the hope of the empire, the yet in- 
nocent and princely Akbar ; and this indulgence was at the same time 
extended to separate interviews with the Mirzas Hindal, and S61i- 
man,and Yadgaur Nausser, and Olfigh Mirzs, all of them residing, at 
this period, at Kabi&l, although not all under eircumstances of equal 
freedom from restraint. 

When, however, be had detained him at KabM for about six weeks, 
in a state of indecision between the belief of his inability to contend 
any longer against his brother, with any prospect of success, and the 
fatality by which he was irresistibly witheld from hastening to be re- 
conciled to him, Mirza Kamraun, after a thousand importunities, at 
last consented to the departure of Beyram Khaun. But this consent 
does not appear to have been even then obtained, before be had pre- 
vailed upon Khaunzaudah Begum, the elder sister of the emperor Bi- 
ber, already spoken of as entrusted with the care of young Akbar, to 
accompany the envoy to Kandahaur; ostensibly, because, as be pre- 
tended tliat his advice had but little weight with Mirza Asskery, 
the intreaties, the remonstrances, of this respectable lady on the spot, 
might hare the desirable effect of inducing him to surrender the place 
to Homay un ; but, in reality, should circumstances finally concur to 
put this important place in possession of the imperial troops, to inter- 
cede with the emperor for the present indemnity of his perfidious bro- 
ther; who was, in truth, actuated in his determined resistance, by the 
express instructions of Kamraun. 

In the mean time, Mirza Asskery, who was already sufficiently 
disposed to concur in the hostile designs of Kamraun, was devoting 
all the resources in his power towards a vigorous defence of Kanda- 
baur, having planted a numerous and well appointed artillery on the 
fortifications, in every direction. The place was in itself, as stated in 
the narrative, extremely strong ; the ramparts being no less than sixty 
cubits thick, and constructed, from the plinth upwards probably, of 
masses of clay dried in the sun, of all materials the most difficult of 
subverion by the efiect of artillery. The Moghfils from without 
were, however, not less indefatigable in their exertions, which excited 
the astonisliment and applause of the Turkmans, who composed per- 
haps the strength of tfie Persian auxiliaries; and who were impelledt 
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A. H. 96S. by tbe exnmples of dauntless intrepidity thus placed before them, to 

emulate the exertions of their allies. Nevertheless, owine to the able 
AbAlFaxzel. .... . ... 

and vigilant precautions of Mirza Asskery who, to prevent all possi- 

' bility of collusion with the besiegers, although it evinced considerable 
want of confidence in the attachment of his followers, never permit- 
ted the same guards to occupy the same post upon the works for more 
than one day, successively, the Persian generals, perceiving, that the 
siege was protracted far beyond their expectation, and that of all the 
imperial vassals not one yet appeared disposed to join the standard of 
Homayun, began to grow tired of the service, and to agitate the design 
of returning homewards. 

Happily, from some circumstances in the conduct of these auxilia- 
ries, discovering the design in agitation, Homayun determined to push 
the operations of the siege with additional vigor; and for this purpose, 
removing One night from the entrenchment which he usually occupied 
before the' town, he effected a lodgement on the side of the old bity of 
Kandahaur; where he immediately threw up a strong and formidable 
breast-work, within a stone's throw of one of the principal gates, near 
what was denominated the Tchaur-derrah — the four passages ; per- 
haps the Barbican.* On the following morning the Tfirkmauns in the 
service of the Persian monarcb,*observing the boldness and ability with 
which this operation had been executed, in a moment resolved to make 
a desperate efiTort at once to'carry the place; and rushing forward ac- 
cordingly, from all skies, pressed so daringly inward on that particular 
point of his defences, that Mirza Asskery became beyond measure 
alarmed at bis danger. Under these apprehensions he therefore con- 
ceived it immediately expedient to dispatch, by a certain Meir Tauher, 
the brother' of Khaujah Doust Kbawund, a letter to Homayhn, re- 
' questing a cessation of hostilities, until the arrival of their common 
aunt -'Khaunzkdah Begum, then on her way from Kabhl ; through 
'whose introduction he alleged that he should be able to present him- 
self to his ofiPended brother, with greater self-possession, and confidence 
of a kind reception. To thi8,with bis usual generosity, Homayfin very 
imprudently consented ; and tbe garrison being thus left for several 
days unmolested, the perfidious Asskery proceeded in secret, under 
* With equal probability it night have led to four passes in tbe neighboring mountains* 
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his mask of affected humility, to add every possible repair and strength 
to his works. 

On the arrival of Beyram Khaun, accompanied by the same Khaun- 
2lLdah, Mirza Asskery, however, contrary to the faith of his engage- 
ments, and to the urgent intreaties of that respectable female, who had 
been permitted toenter the fort unavisitto her nephew, suddenly threw 
off his mask of moderation, and resumed his original plans of determin- 
ed and unabating hostility ; in which he carried his presumption to 
the extremify of detaining his venerable relative in the fort of Kanda- 
haur, instead of allowing her to return to the camp of Hoina>iin. 
Convinced therefore at h ngth, that he had nothing to expect from this 
unnatural brother.lmt unmitigable animosity, that monarch now re- 
sumed the operations of the siege with greater activity than ever. 

In the mean time, while things were thus draw'ingto a a crisis, the 
prospects of iiomayi^n were not a little improved by the arrival of 
Oldgh Mirza, the son of Mahommed Sultan Mirza; a grandson by the 
female line, of Mirza Siiltan HfisseyneofHerkt, so often mentioned in 
these pages. To him were added Shcir-afkunn Beg, the son of Ivouje 
Beg, and Fezzeil Beg, brother of Munnueim, or Monneym, Khaun, 
and Meir Berrekah, and Mirza llussun Khaun, both sons of Meir Ab- 
dullah, one of the Seyuds of the Subbuzwaury branch of the Benni 
Aloklitaur; with many others wdio lind recently quitted Kabul, and 
rejoiced in the opportunity of once more appearing in the presence of 
their acknowledged sovereign. 

Mirza Kamraun had, it seems, for a short time past, thought it ex- 
pedient to place the person of Olugh Mirza under a sort of restraint 
at large; consigning him for the greater security ,\veek and week about, 
to the custody of some particular individual who became responsible 
for his safe keeping. When, however, the charge of this obnoxious, 
or suspected chief, devolved to Sheir Afkiinu, that officer, who labor- 
ed also under some apprehensions with respect to the displeasure of 
Mirza Kamraun, at once determined on the liberation of his prisoner; 
and, together with the individuals just mentioned, accompaiiir d Inin, 
without further delay, in bis flight to Kaiidahaur; where, it would be 
almost unnecessary to remark, they were all very graciously received 
by Homayiln. Olfigh Mirza was rewarded, in particular, by an imme- 
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A. H.952. diate grant of the territory of Dawer, doubtless that which is distin- 
aT S ' i Faz^ r guished in the maps by the appellation of Rauer, and of which Bost is 
the chief town. Kaussem Hflsseyne Siiitaun the Ouzbek had quitted 
Kabul at the same time, indeed, with the other fugitives, on this occa- 
sion, but losing his way in the night, and wandering into the Hazaur- 
ahs, or Afghan establishments in the neighborhood, he did not reach 
the camp before Kandahaur for some days afterwards; when he made 
his appcatance in wretched plight, miserably lame, and plundered of 
every thing which he had about him. 

Not long after this, Duddah, or perhaps Dawah, Beg, one of the 
Hazaurah chiefs, together with the whole of his tribe, joined Homay- 
fin, bringing letters from the greater part of the Ameirs and principal 
inhabitants at Kabbl. This circumstance produced the most lively 
satisfaction throughout the MoghQI camp, and altogether removed 
every symptom of discontent from among the Persian auxiliaries, who 
were thus induced, afresh, to unite cordially in the general effort to 
obtain possession of Kandahaur. The garrison had, moreover, by this 
time, relaxed very perceptibly in the vivacity of their resistance; and, 
by billets attached to their arrows, conveyed from the ramparts daily 
intelligence of the proceedings of Mi rza Asskery, and encouraged the 
besiegers to persevere in their exertions, since their adversaries were 
already reduced to the very extremity of distress. 

Matters, indeed, arrived at such a crisis at last, that Asskery *8 most 
distinguished officers, one after another, began to desert him, followed 
by the cannoniers and foot soldiers, who contrived to let themselves 
down from the works, and escape into the country. The first to set the 
example among the Ameirs was Khezzer Khaujah Khaun, who seized 
the earliest favorable opportunity to precipitate himself from one of 
the bastions, which lay nearest to that part of the trenches occupied by 
Homayfin, and to throw himself upon the' mercy of that generous 
monarch. Next came Mfieyud Beg, who let himself down from the 
ramparts by a rope, and sought the royal presence. These were follow- 
ed by Issmfteil Beg, formerly attached to the court of the emperor B&- 
ber, and who was equally distinguished in the council and in the field. 
He was accompanied, on this occasion, by Abd) Hussun Beg, the ne- 
phew of Karatchah Khaun, and by Mfinower Beg the son of Nour Beg. 



861 


In the course of one of the following nights, Khezzer Khann Hazaur- A. H. 952. 
ah also effected his escape fiom the fort, and retired towards the moun* 
tains of Lekky, followed by between two and three thousand of the 
men of his tribe. He was, however, pursued at day-light by some of 
the troops of Homayun, and narrowly escaped capture by concealing 
himself in the cavity of a rock. 

It became thiispretty evident thatthe fortof Kandahaurcould not be 
much longer defended against the returning re-ascendancy of Homay- 
iin’s fortune,and the perseveringdevotion of his troops; and Mirza Ass- 
kery being at length awakened from his dream of security and strength, 
it is very possible that he should have experienced considerable em- 
barrassment in the midst of so many difficulties, convinced as he was 
that he now possessed neither the means of escape, nor the power of 
opposing the progress of the besiegers any longer. In this extremity, 
he sent td make known to Homay&n that he was ready to deliver up 
the fort into his hands, demanding, at the same time, that he might be 
permitted to withdraw towards KabhI. To this, however, Homayun 
peremptorily refused to accede; and Asskery perceiving that any at- 
tempt to over-reach was now in vain, finally resolved to avail himself of 
the only alternative left, in the mediation of Kbaunz&dah Begum, who 
was accordingly sent out to intercede for pardon with Ilomayiln. As 
appears to have been early foreseen, the intermediation of this respect- 
able princess produced the desired effect in his favor; and a promise 
was obtained, in compliance with her intreaties, that the multiplied in- 
juries of which this perverse and perfidious man had been the occasion, 
should be again forgiven. 

On Thursday the twenty fifth of the latter Jummaudy, of the nine 
hundred and fifty second of the hidjerah,* Mirza Asskery, relying upon 
the assurances thus obtained, ventured, without further demur, to ac- 
company his venerable relative to the camp of Uomayfin; by whom, in 
the presence of all his officers, and of the generals of the Kuzzulbaush, 
his Persian auxiliaries, severally arranged according to their stations, 
he was received with awful formality. Previous to his introduction 
he had indeed been compelled, in the first instance, to submit to a very 
degrading ceremony, the faithful Beyram Khaun being instructed to 

* 8d uf September, 1645. 
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A. H.962. 
A. D. 1545. 

AbAl FazzeU 


suspend a naked sword to his neck, in which state the humblesd prince 
was then ushered into the presence of his royal brother. Ycs ! exclaims . 
our author, notwithstanding the repeated proofs of mortal hostility 
which he had experienced at his hands, and in obvious disregard of the 
best interests of his government, and the common maxims of prudence < 
which sustain the basis of thrones and empires, Homayfin, yielding to 
the mere impulse of his own compassionate disposition, atonceconsenN 
ed to cancel the black catalogue of offences accumulated upon his 
ungrateful brother; at the same moment evincing a desire to overwhelm 
him afresh with the most abundant proofs of kindness and generosity, 
to be returned, on the very first occasion, by the same course of treason 
and disloyalty. 

it was, however, from a sense of gratitude to heaven for this first 
substantial proof of returning prosperity, that Homayfin is said to have 
been determined in his earliest indications of indulgence towards the 
crimes of his brother, and he began by directing that the sword which 
hung suspended to his neck, should be removed; after which, and the 
due performance of the usual ceremonies of personal homage, as to his 
sovereign lord, he was permitted to seat himself. This dispatched, 
Mahommod Khaun Jullkeir, and Shauhem Khaun, and Mokevm 
Khaun, and Shah-e-Seiestaun, together with thirty more of the prin- 
cipal individuals of the garrison, with their swords and quivers also 
suspended to their throats, were next conducted to the presence of 
Homayuq, before whom they were then permitted to make their pros- 
trations. Of these, Mokeym Khaun and Shah-e-Seiestaun were or- 
dered to be detained, and what is here called a Zhillaunah to be fasten- 
ed from their feet to the neck; but what sort of fastenings these consti- 
tuted, unless they were g'k ves, we cannot explain. And thus, at all 
events, after an irregular sort of siege, of about five months and ten or 
twelve (lays, the im.portant fortress of Katidahaur was placed at the dis- 
posal of Komayun. 

The whole oftiie succeeding night, to the dawn of the following day, 
was devoted, it seems, to celebrate this welcome prelude to future 
triumphs, with ail the fascinatiens of vocal and instrumental music; in 
the course of which the most admired singers and musicians then known 
were employed to dispel the recollection of past Cdlainities, and to re- 
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cite^from ancientlore, all that might serve as an example for the future. 
When, however, the entertainment was at its height, and the minds 
of all were elevated to the most exalted pitch of convivial enjoyment, 
a letter which had been written by Mirza Asskery to the Belouichies 
and other roving tribes, at the period when Homaydn had taken to the 
bordering desert, was designedly produced, by the monarch’s instruc> 
tions, and communicated to his brother through some of the guests. 
From estate of comparative happiness, the wretched man was instantly 
thrown into one of the bitterest mortification and regret. In short, it 
was finally resolved that Asskery should be detained in custody for 
some time, and at regular periods brought to make his obeisances at 
court; until, deriving instruction from salutary restraint, a returning 
sense of duty might entitle him to a more extended enjoyment of the 
royal clemency. 

In the course of the day following Homayfin, accompanied by Ma- 
hommed Muraud Mirza, and the other Persian commanders, made his 
public entry into Kandahaur, where he fixed his abode for that and the 
three succeeding days. On the fourth day, in concurrence with the 
secret arrangements of his own breast, and possibly not less in discharge 
of his engagements with the Persian monarch, he finally delivered up 
the city to Mfiraud Mirza, and withdrew, himself, to the gardens laid 
out by his father on the river Arghundaub in the neighborhood. And 
here, in the refreshing shade of the groves and plantations, he proceeded 
to inspect the accounts now laid before him of the accumulated trea- 
sure and various effects of Mirza Asskery; the whole of which, with 
his usual disinterested liberality, he immediately distributed to relieve 
the numerous wants of his followers. 

In the mean time, on intelligence of the reduction of Kandahaur, 
and a report that Homayfin was preparing to march towards Kabfil, 
Mirza Kamraun took the alarm; and suddenly removing the young 
Akbarfrom the mansion of Khaunzkdah Begum, where he had hitherto 
resided, to his own palace within the castle of Kabfil, he there consign- 
ed him to the care of his own favorite consort. At the same time, 
seizing the person of Shums-ud-dein Mahommed, or Mahmoud, of 
Gheznein, well known by the title of Auttekah* Kbaun, from his situ- 

* F«ster>father perhaps. 
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A. H. S62. ationaboutthepersonof theyoungprince, be threw hiin intoa prison, or 
A. D. 154 &. dungeon, where he was exposed to every species of indignity and mcoa- 
venience. He then proceeded to consult with hisAraeirsas to the mea* 
sures which it would beadvisable to adopt with regard to MirzaSAliman, 
whom he had deprived of the government of Buddukhshaun. Moulta 
Abdul Khaulek, one of those who had been employed as the Mirza*s 
preceptors, and who had for some time despaired of being otherwise 
admitted to hold any appointment of consequence in the state, boldly 
recommended, that in order to conciliate the friendship of that prince 
he should be immediately set at large, and the government of which 
be had been divested freely restored to him; in the persuasion that, at 
a moment of emergency, his assistance might prove of the most essen- 
tial value. 

Other circumstances, however, concurred at this crisis, very mate- 
rially to hasten the enlargement of Mirza SA liman; for, not many days 
before, MeirNuzzer Ally and other chiefs iu Buddukhshaun, had con- 
trived to possess themselves of the fortress of Zuffer, and to secure the 
persons of Kaussem Berlas, and other officers employed in the govern- 
ment of the province. Having so done, they dispatched to announce 
to Mirza Kamraun, that if he sent Mirza Shliman into the country he 
should be immediately re- invested with the government; if not, that 
the officers whom they held in custody should be put to death with- 
out mercy, and the country delivered up to the Ouzbeks. In conse- 
quence of this menace, Mirza SMiman with bis son Mirza Ibrauhim, 
and bismother Hurrim Begum, was immediately set at large, and per- 
nutted to proceed towards Buddukhshaun; but, when- he bad just 
reached the station of Pk i-miiiaurab, a well inhabited halting place 
on the road, be waa overtaken by a messenger from Mirza Kamraun, 
who had already repented of this involuntary act of grace; and who 
now requested that he would immediately return to Kabdl, as he had 
some affairs to communicate, of which it would be highly imprudent 
to speak, but at a personal interview* With his suspicions awakened 
by such a message, it would have been ex.traordinary if Mirza Siiliman 
IukI: submitted to put himself any more in the power of his oppressor; 
and he therefore merely sent a letter to apologize for his refusal, and 
to explain, that as he had at a happy cooj,uncture taken his leave, ,hfi 
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could not perceive any reasonable expediency for his return to Kab&I. A. H. 952. 
In the mean time, he added, that if Mirza Kamraun had in reality any 
thin" of importance to communicate, ne trusted that there would be no 
difficulty in committing it to paper, and conveying it to him through 
some confidential person. Mirza Sfiliman then made the best of his 
way into Buddukhshaun, where he no sooner arrived than he openly 
cancelled all engagements with Kamraun. 

While his attention was yet occupied with these occurrences, the 
selfish and ambitious Kamraun was doomed to witness another serious 
defection, in the departure of Yadgaur Nausser; who also withdrew, 
about the same period, towards Buddukhshaun. In short, every cir- 
cumstance seemed to indicate that fortune was at last preparing to re- 
taliate upon this unhappy man, his own example of perddy and ingra- 
titude, insomuch that in the course of a very few days,' not one of his 
kindred Mirzas remained about him, but Mirza Hindal; whom he 
therefore conceived it expedient to attach to his inteaests by all the 
proofs of confidence in his power to exhibit. To him, therefore, he 
devolved the charge of pursuing, and bringing back, the fugitive Yad- 
gaiir, assuring him. at the same time, under the most solemn pledge, 
that, of the territory in his present possession, and of all tliatmudit ut 
an> future period be reduced under his authority, one third part should 
be faithiully allotted to Mirza Hindal. To all these things, as far as 
words could be of any value, Hindal appeared to signify a very cordial 
assent; hut, having been lung since wearied out by the capricious fan- 
cies of Kamraun, he rejoiced in the first opportunity that offered to 
relieve himself : and he had, accordingly, no sooner passed the Paei- 
minaurah, already mentioned, than, instead of proceeding in the direc- 
tion of Buddukhshaun, he suddenly turned off to the left, and made 
the best of his way to join Homaydn. 

This unexpected desertion threw Mirza Kamraun into the most 
embarrassing perplexity, and he seemed, for a time, to lose the faculty 
of attending to, or directing, the most ordinary affairs of his govern- 
ment; neither does there appear to have existed among his associates, 
or the officers of his court, a single individual sufficiently devoted to 
his weltaie, to tell him one sincere, or wholesome tiuth. The greater 
part of his people, indeed, either wilfully closed their eyes upon hia,, 
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A. H. 963 . errors, or were incapable of perceiving what might contribute to relieve 

embarrassments. Others who possessed sufficient judg- 
ment to distinguish the means bv which his distresses might have been 
in some degree alleviated, were deterred, probably by their inferiority 
of rank and importance, from expressing their opinions. To speak 
more pointedly, for the lesson is rather instructive, Mirza Kamraun 
was exposed to two inconveniences, either of which in any situation 
would be sufficient to produce the most serious misfortunes. Some 
there were, as we have seen, who could not presume to address him 
under any circumstances. Others were of that class who, anxious to 
keep the prince in good humour, did not always find it seasonable to 
disclose what they knew for his interest; because, from his inveterate 
self-will and perverseness of disposition, they had experienced that the 
disclosure was never welcome, and that it usually ruffled his temper: 
a circumstance which they well knew to be uniformly succeeded by 
loss of rank and power, in some shape or other, to the unfortunate in- 
truder. Never, continues our author,for a moment recollecting that it 
is, on the contrary, the surest proof of gen nine zeal, and faithful attach- 
ment, to sacrifice every consideration of selfish convenience, to the 
welfare of him to whom we are bound by our allegiance — and that to 
govern their conduct by such unworthy considerations, at such a crisis, 
was the very worst of treasons. Thus, at all events, unendowed with 
the faculty of judging for himself by the lessons of experience, and 
destitute of the aid of disinterested and faithful counsellors to guide 
him in his actions, the unhappy Kamraun proceeded to accumulate 
one fatal error upon another, until his misfortunes became, at last, 
irretrievable. 

Having, on the other hand, succeeded at length in arranging the af- 
fairs of Kandahaur, Homayiln resolved, as soon as he found himself 
completely at leisure, to conduct his troops to the reduction of Kabfil; 
preparatory to which, he now broke up from his agreeable retreat in the 
gardens of Bkber, and removed to theGCimbuz-e-seffeid, or white por- 
tico, in the mausoleum of Uussun Abdal, where he again encamped 
for the present. Here he continued to deliberate with his officers, for 
some time, on the best means of carrying his dvsign into execution; 
while the greater part of the Persian auxiliaries, disgusted with the 
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tedioug delays of the service, separated from the army without author- A. H.95S. 
ity, and returned into their own country; and others, by their impor- ^ ^ 1645. 
tunities, obtained a sort of constrained permission to follow the exam- 
ple. But worse than all, Bedaugh Khaun and the other Persian com- 
manders, under the orders of the son of Shah Tahmasp, little regarding^ 
the impoverished state of the country, proceeded to exercise over the 
unfortunate inhabitants every species of violence and extortion; as if, 
by such unwarrantable practices, it were ever possible to secure a life 
of ease and undisturbed tranquillity. They were very shortly unde- 
ceived; for the oppressed inhabitants of the city in particular, of every 
class and description, hastened, without reserve, to lay their grievances 
before Homayfin, loudly demanding redress of injury. And here, as 
was very natural, the generous monarch felt himself under considerable 
embarrassment, lest, in satisfying the demands of justice by inflicting 
punishment on the oppressors, he might give offence to his good ally 
the king of Persia; or by suffering the guilty to escape entirely unpun- 
ished, they might be encouraged to extend their malpractices, an hun- 
dred-fold, ag.iiust the unfortunates still subject to their authority — his 
conscience pretty distinctly reminding him that by this latter course, he 
should most surely incur the just vengeance of an offended God. Ne- 


vertheless, such were the difticuliies of his situation, that he was in 
some measure constrained to postpone the redress of those grievances, 
until circumstances should arise more favorable to his just designs. 

His arrangements for the expedition to Kabhl being now in sufficient 
forwardness, Homayfln sent to Bedaugh Khaun to request that some 
pi>Qp^i* places, within the tort of Kandahaur, should be allotted for the 
accommodation of the women, and for the security of such effects as he 
should find itnecessary to leave behind him. To this, with an ignorance 
of what was due to the situation of his illustrious suitor,forwhicb, con- 
sidering the terms in which the request was conveyed, there existed no 
apparent apology, the Persian commander peremptorily refused his 
consent. In consequence of this, the principal generals of Homayiin. 
unanimously declared that the possession of Kandahaur was a measure 
without alternative; since it was indispensably necessary, in the ardu- 
ous undertaking in which they were about to engage, that their uiinds. 
should be completely at rest, with regard to the security of ail that they 
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A. H. 962 . might be compelled to leave behind. Still anxious, however, to tea- 
gratitude for the services, and his regard for the virtues of Shah 
Tahmasp, Homaydn forbore to authorize any proceeding that might 
compromise the safety of his troops; and it wasaccordingly determined, 
that this contumacious refusal of the claims of hospitality, as it would 
very naturally appear to the Moghuls, should be left, together with 
preceding misdeeds, to that just retribution by which, at some period 
or other, it would doubtless be overtaken. 

In the mean time, Mirza Muraud the son of the king of Persia, 
who bad nominally commanded the auxiliary force, paid the common 
debt of nature ; and the ministers of Homayiln availed themselves of 
this circumstance, to renew their importunities with their sovereign— 
to represent that the winter Was now at hand, and that the idea of car- 
rying their families and effects -with them through the intervening 
mountainous districts at such a season, appeared a dangerous, if not 
an impracticable scheme. They again therefore very pressingly urged 
the impolicy of leaving Kandahaur in the hands of the Turkomauns, 
now that the Persian prince was no mure; and, especially, when their 
refractory disposition had been already proved in such a variety of in- 
stances, notwithstanding the express injunction which they had re- 
ceived to accompany the imperial standard in all its movements, and 
to devote their very existence, if necessary, to support the claims of 
their master’s august ally. They further employed a multiplicity of 
arguments to give additional weight to their remonstrances; and among 
others they urged that it was totally unworthy of his imperial power, 
to withhold any longer that redress from the persecuted inhabitants of 
Kandahaur, which their injuries so loudly demanded. Neither was it 
probable, as they stated, that so just a proceeding should give offtmee 
to the -respectable monarch who swayed the sceptre of Persia. They 
called upon him to recollect the distance of the march to Kabhl, and 
the number of Hazaurah tribes, and other .\fghans, all hosMie to his 
cause, who occupied the whole of the intervening territory; which 
rendered the posssession of some place of security in their rear, a cir- 
cumstance of vital importance ; and so suitable to their purpose, ka 
every respect, there did not in the whole country exist but one place, 
and that was Kandahaur. Last of all, they therefore proposed that 
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Bedaugb Kbaun should be immediately required to deliver up that 
fortress by fair means ; otherwise, tb<-y demanded that they might 
be permitted, without further delay, to take possession of it by force of 
arms. At the same time, they suggested that a letter might be dis- 
patciied to the court of Shah Tahinasp, apprizing him in friendly terms 
of the causes which had produced tins apparently hostile proceeding; 
confident that thatexcellent prince ,whowasequallydistinguishedfor his 
prudence and his l(»veol justice, would entirely concur in the necessity. 

To Hadjv Mahommed Khaun Bkba Koushkah,who took the lead in 
these remonstrances, Homayun repeated his repugnance to the employ- 
ment ofany violent measures, from an unwillingness to endanger the lives 
of any of the Shah’s troops, in the service of Bedaugh Khaun ; but he, 
nevertheless, signified his consent that some stratagem might be de- 
vised to obtain possession of the fort, if possible, without coming to 
actual hostility. A person was accordingly sent to announce to Be- 
daugh Khaun, that, as the imperial troops were about to take their de- 
parture, it had been found expedient that Mirza Asskery should be 
conhned in the fortress of Kandahaur ; and that it was expedient the 
Persian commander should take charge of him during their absence. 
To this, Bedaugh Khaun appears to have very readily assented ; and 
it was immediately arranged that several divisions should then take 
tiu ir stations, secretly, on the different avenues leading to the town, 
under the following commanders, prepared to enter the place the mo- 
ment an opportunity ofiered. Beyram Khaun took post with one di- 
vision, near the Derwauzah Kendegaun. Oldgh Mirza and Hadjy 
Mahommed, with another division, lay before the Derwauzah Mash- 
our; while Mfieyud Beg, with a third division, proceeded towards the 
Derwauzah Noujaei. Just at dawn of day, however, anticipating 
the enterprize of bis brave associate, Hadjy Mahommed approached 
the Mashour gate, and a string of camels loaded with forage happen- 
ing, fortunately, to be going in at the same moment, he promptly avail- 
ed himself of the opportunity to enter, under cover of the packages 
thus conveniently presented to mask his approach. The keeper of 
the gate now came forward to oppose his entrance, and persevering 
his endeavor to close the gate, notwithstanding it had been announced 
to him that, in conformity with orders from Bedaugh Khaun, it w’as 
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A. H. MS. the escort of Mirza Asskery conducting him into the fort, Hadjy Ma-> 

drew his sword, and struck off his arm. A number of 
the MoghAIs had now reached the spot, and being opposed in consider- 
able force by the Persians, who advanced, on the first alarm, to defend 
the entrance into the city, a conflict of some obstinacy ensued, in 
which many of the garrison were put to the sword ; but, as Beyram 
Kbaun succeeded, about the same time, in forcing his way through 
the Derwauzah'kendegan, the fortress was shortly afterwards in pos- 
session of Homayfin’s troops, the Persians retiring altogether into the 
citadel. 

At noon of the same day, flomayfin in person entered the city by 
the same Derwauzah-kendegan, the gate of the dikes, or perhaps of the 
engravers, ascending in the first instance the bastion, called the Aukh- 
tchah tower ; the whole of the inhabitants testifying their gratification 
at the auspicious change by the loudest acclamations of joy. Very 
shortly afterwards, at the intercession of Heyder Sfiltan, the governor, 
Bedaugh Khaun,wasadmitted tothe presenceof Homayfin; and having 
made the requisite apologies for his contumacious behavior, was al- 
lowed to return peaceably into bis native country. Beyram Khaun 
was then invested with the command of this important fortress, and a 
letter immediately dispatched to Shah Tahmasp; advising him that 
the late governor, regardless of the royal instructions of his sovereign, 
having presumed to dispute the orders of Uomayun, it had been found 
expedient to remove him, and to transfer the government of Kanda- 
haur, to the same Beyram Khaun, still subject to the authority of the 
Persian monarch. 

In the mean time, unmindful of the clemency to which alone he was 
indebted for the enjoyment of life, Mirza Asskery, taking advantage 
of the moment in which all were so anxiously engaged in the design of 
seizing Kandahaur, succeeded in effecting his escape from custody. In 
a few days, however, an Afghan appeared at Kandahaur to announce 
that the fugitive lay concealed in his dwelling, and to desire that the 
proper persons might be sent to secure him-— but in such a way as to 
.prevent him, the Afghan, from being suspected of having any concern in 
the discovery. Shah Mirza and Khaujah Amber were accordingly dis* 
patched to the abode of the Afghan; where they found the unhappy 
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fugitive under a coarse blanket, from whence they brought him to the 
presence of his brother. Again impelled by the natural mildness of his 
own disposition, not less than by a religious regard to the dying in* 
structions of their common father, Homay^n overlooked his offences; 
committing him, however afresh, to the custody of Nedeim Koukel* 
taush, one of those who enjoyed bis particular confidence. The pro* 
vince of Kandahaur w'as now distributed among his principal generals 
according to the following allotment. The district of Puttery, or Pat* 
tery, was conferred upon Olugh Mirza ; that of Lehfi fell to the share 
of Hadjy Mahommed Khaun; the territory of Dawer was assigned to 
Issmaeii Beg; Kulaut and its dependencies to Sheir Afkunn; Shaul to 
HeyderSultaun; and, in thesame arrangement, all others of the imperial 
vassals, without exception, received particular jagueirs, every one ac* 
cording to his rank and station in the service. 

Having adjusted the affairs of Kandahaur thus to his entire satisfac* 
tion, HomayAn now prepared for his actual departure on the expedition 
to Kabul; and hrstof all, his attention was directed to provide a place of 
security for his royal consort, the mother of Akbar, who \va.s accord* 
ingly conveyed to a suitable habitation within the fort. At this crisis, 
among the circumstances which contributed beyond his hopes to favor 
the designs of Homayun, the following is described to have operated 
with most material advantage. A great Kaudelab, or caravan, of 
Merchants, from Hinddstaun, had recently arrived in the neighbor- 
hood; and having derived a profit, to the extent of their expectations, on 
the sale of the various commodities w'hich they had brought to market, 
laid out a considerable part, if not the whole, in the purchase of a great 
number of horses of the breed of Irak, from the Turkomauns who ser- 
ved with the troops of the king of Persia. The leading men of the 
caravan now proposed to Homayfin to accept of the whole of these, for 
the use of bis army, on the sole proviso that they should be paid for, 
as soon as he should be again in possession of the throne of Dehly; re- 
joicing, as they said, in the opportunity of proving themselves, by this 
humble piece of service, among the most zealous advocates of the impe- 
rial cause. Considering this liberal and advantageous proposal as a 
signal instance of divine favor, Homayhn very readily agreed to it; and 
accordingly gave directions that promissory notes, at the discretion of 
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A. H. 052. the holder, should be made out, and delivered to the merchants, to the 
Ab &l Fag^zet amount of their demand. After which, proceeding in person to 
the summit of an eminence in the vicinity of B&ba Hussun Abdal, foiv 
merly mentioned, where the horses were probably conveyed for inspec- 
tion, OI6gh Mirza,and Beyram Khaun, and Sheir Afkunn, and Heyder 
Mahommed, one of the equerries, there received orders, after making 
a selection for the royal stables, to permit the remainder to be distribu> 
ted, to the principal officers first, and then to the troops in general. 
And thus was the matter adjusted, not less to the satisfaction of the 
dealers, than to the relief and accommodation of the whole army. 

Homayfin was thus enabled to commence his march, without fur- 
ther delay, towards Kabfil, proceeding to the neighborhood, in the first 
instance, of the castle, or fortress, of Sattery, or Pattery; where, in con- 
sequence of the previous arrangements of their chief, Duddah, or Da- 
wah. Beg Hazaurah, formerly mentioned, he found the inhabitants so 
well disposed to do him every kind of service, and the country in other 
respects so extremely agreeable, that he determined to remain there fur 
some time, in order to repose and recreate himself. From thence, 
having discharged the last solemn duties to the remains of his illustri- 
ous kinswoman, Khaunzkdah Begum, who died at this place after an 
illness of some duration, Homayfin prosecuted his march, apparently 
without interruption, until compelled to suspend it by an alarming 
mortality which, from some insalubrity in the climate, and the incle- 
mency of the season, attacked and carried off great numbers of the 
troops, and among others of some distinction, the Heyder Sultaun oc- 
casionally mentioned above. 

Mirza Hindal, it may be necessary to observe, had previously joined 
his royal brother in the neighborhood of Kandahaur, and had been re- 
ceived by him with the humanity and indulgence inseparable from his 
character. The arrival of this prince had, indet d, produced more than 
ordinary satisfaction throughout the army; and, what was of no little 
importance, had set the example of desertion among the most distin- 
guished officers in the service of Mirza Kamraun, to such a degree, that 
they now quitted Kabilkl, and came over to his adversaries in entire 
squadrons. The severity of the weather appearing, however, to in,- 
crease, instead of abating, Mirza Hindal, although the followers ia,bia 
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train were but comparatively few in number, took the liberty of repre- a. H. 96 *. 

sentine to Homav^m that it was advisable to return to Kandahaur 

•111 e • 4. JL- L'l AbAl I'azzel 

until the close of winter; and that it was obviously more consistent 

with prudence to defer the expedition to Kabfil to the commencement 
of the ensuing spring, when they would be able to prosecute the de> 
sign in more favorable weather, and with recruited strength and im- 
proved equipments. Uomaybn at first said not a word in reply; but 
the moment the conference broke up at which this opinion was broach- 
ed, he dispatched a message to the Mirza, by Seyud Berrekah, to the 
following efiect. The monarch desired it might be remembered, that 
while yet unapprized of his coming, and of the separation of Yadgaur 
Nausser from the cause of Mirza Kamraun, he had not, in himself, felt 
the slightest hesitation toembaik in his design; and now, that circum- 
stances had arisen so unexpectedly favorable to his views,* he was cu- 
rious to know what adequate reasons thete existed to prevent his pro- 
ceeding? If the hardships endured by his people had influenced 
Mirza Hindal in his advice, he had only to say that the ti'rritory of 
Dawer, and the districts in that quarter, were entirely at his di'-posal,. 
there to retiie and pass the vi inter, if he so thought Bt; and for Ins ov\ n 
part he should be perfectly satisBed if he, Mirza iJindal, made it con- 
venient to join the imperial standard, after the reduction of KabBl 
should have been accomplished. 

Mirza Hindal felt himself, in consequence, so sensibly ashamed of 
his error, that the subject was entirely dropped; and llomayBn, with 
unabated coiiBdeiice in the justice of his cause, and well grounded 
hopes of success, finally proceeded on his march. Not long after- 
wards, Jcmeil Beg, the brother of Bapous, or Pabouss Beg, whom 
Mirza Kamraun had selected to be the Ataulik, or preceptor, of his 
son-in-law Auk SBItan,and placed in command ofGheznein, volun- 
tarily made his submission to Homayiln, at the same time soliciting a 
pardon for the offences of his brother. On the other hand, when the 
royal army had advanced to the station of Sheikh Ally, not far from 
Niauman and Arghundy, Mirza Kamraun began to exhibit some un- 
easy apprehensions at the approacli of bis adversaries; and he thought 
it expedient to detach Kaussem Berlas, with a division of troops, on, 
the road towards Kandahaur; while Mokhless Tirhetty, the director 
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A. H. M3, of his ordnance, was made to convey a park of artillery to the villai^e of 
Aitfll Fallo t from the residence of the above mentioned Bkpous Beg; 

where he was instructed todisposehis gunsinsuchamanneras at once to 
menace the approach of the enemy, and peradventure to check the se« 
cret designs of this officer. At the same time, the families of those 
whoresided in the neighborhood were removed, to places within the 
fortifications of Kabfil: so that every precaution having been thus taken 
for the security of bis capital, the confidence of Mirza Kamraun seemed 
to revive, and he proceeded, in heedless arrogance, to establish his 
head-quarters without the city, near the palace of Bapous Beg, already 
mentioned; where he completed his arrangements for the battle which 
he finally proposed to give to his brother’s army. 

When bis general Kaussem Berlas had, however, with bis division, 
proceeded *38 far as the station of Tegnah, or Tengnah-Kbummaur, 
[the vintner’s pass perhaps], he was vigorously attacked by the advan- 
ced guard of Homayfin’s troops, under Khaujah Mauzzem, Hadjy Ma- 
hommed Khaun, and Sbeir Afkunn ; by whom he was compelled to 
retreat with considerable precipitation. In consequence of this suc- 
cess, when the distance which separated the two hostile armies was 
now reduced to a^ery narrow space, Mirza Hindal, at his own earnest 
request, was placed at the head of the advance; and the imperial troops 
bad no sooner passed rbeTengui'e-Khaujah-Pousliteh range, and taken 
up their ground in the neighborhood of Arkendy, perhaps Arghundy, 
than they were joined by the Ameirs Bdpous and Jemmeil, with the 
whole of their followers; as well as by Sbabverdy Khaun, the jaguir- 
daurof Gurdaiz, Bunguesh, and Nugbz; — all of whom, as might have 
been expected, were favorably received by Homayfin. These were 
followed, in a short time* by Mfissauheb Beg, the son of Khaujah Kul- 
Ian Beg, together with very many more, who experienced also from the 
grateful monarch a reception equally kind and liberal. Things were, 
in short, arrived at such a crisis, when the Bapous Beg recently intro- 
duced to our notice, and who to all appearance possessed considerable 
influence in the country, embraced the earli<‘St opportunity of pressing 
upon the attention of Homayfin, that this was not a season for delay. 
On the contrary, that it behoved him to hasten onwards with all prac- 
ticable celerity; in the event of which there did not exist the smallest 
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doubt but that he would be speedily joined by thegreater part, if not A. H. 95tt. 
by the whole, of the troops of Mirza Kamraun. The advice was too 
reasonable to be disregarded by Homay bo, and he accordingly expedi- ‘ 

ted his inarch towards Kah^l. 

Almost immediately afterwards, Karatchali, or Kerautchah Khaun, 
another very powerful A meir, hastened to present himself to Homaydn, 
and, like those who preceded him, was most graciously received. In 
short, through all these alarming defections, distinguishing at last 
pretty clearly the catastrophe that awaited him, unless he took some 
early steps to avert it, Mirza Kamratiii came to the resolution of send- 
ing two of his remaining Ameirs, Khuujah Khawund Mahmoud, and 
Khanjah Abdulkhaulek, to propose ct rta in terms of accommodation, 
and to solicit a reconciliation w-ith Homaydn. When these two per- 
sonages were introduced to the presence ot the emperor, there remained 
between the adverse squadrons of the two armies not more than the dis- 
tance of half a kbsse, or perhaps something more than an English mile; 
and the monarch declined making any definitive reply to their propo- 
sals, previous to that interview which he trusted mustshortly take place 
between him and his ungrateful brother. In other respects he expressed 
himself most favorably disposed, and the messengers were dismissed 
after a very civil reception: but, what was of more essential concern, 
IJomavfin at once suspended his march altogether. The obj- ct of his 
insidious brother in dispatching the two Khaujahs on this hollow mis- 
sion, was indeed nothing more than to gain time, and, as far as possible,, 
to delay the approach of the imperial troops; in order that he might 
avail himself of his opportunity to withdraw secretly from the scene of. 
danger. Accordingly, when the ensuing night was sufficiently advan- 
ced, Kamraun hastened privately to the citadel of Kahbl, and taking 
from thence his son ibrauhim with some others of his family, retreat- 
ed with all diligence, by the way of Bcini-he-ssaur, towards Gheznein. 

The flight of Kamraun was early made known to HomayCin, and Mir-, 
za Hindal, with a competent division, was immediately detached in 
•pursuit of the fugitive; while Bkpous, with some troops in whose 
discipline and attachment the monarch reposed his confidence, was., 
sent into Kabfil, in order to protect the garrison and inhabitants from, 
outrage, and to assure them of the royal favor. 
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A. H. 962 . The submission of KabAl, which immediately followed on this de^ 
A. D 164 5. casion, ,5 stated to have taken place on Wednesday the twelfth of Ram* 
' Zaun, of the nine hundred and fifty-second of the hijerah ;* Homay* 
i(in making his public entry into the city, about two hours after sun* 
set on the same evening. The flight of Mirza Kamraon, and the re- 
duction of his capital were, however, it seems, in the estimation of 
Homaybn, considered as circumstances of trivial importance, when 
compared with the restoration to his embraces of his darling son, the 
illustrious Akbar, now exactly two years, two months, and eight days 
old an event which he now hailed with the most grateful satifac- 
tion. Or) the day following, seated on his throne, llomayfin received 
the homage of all the Ameirs, and principal inhabitants, and in short, 
of all classes of the people, on the spot, subject to his authority. He 
then finally took up his residence in the citadel of KabAI, where he 
continued during the whole of the ensuing winter;^ devoting his whole 
attention at once to the service of his Creator, and to the general 
welfare and happiness of the people committed to his care. Not long 
aiterwards, he discovered, nevertheless, that two of the most distin- 
guished amonghis adherents, Khaujah Mauzzem.and Mi'ikuddumBeg, 
were actually engaged in a design to forsake bis standard, and go over 
to Mirza Kamraun ; in consequence of which, the one was banished 
towards Kashmeir, and Khaujah Mauzzem was deservedly deprived 
of the royal favor, and degraded from all employment. 

On the return of spring, Homayfin found leisure to recreate himself 
and his court in a series of sumptuous entertainments, which were pro- 
vided by his command in the Artah, or perhaps, Ortah Baugh ; a gar- 
den which, at this period, flourished in great beauty, in the neighbor- 
hood of Kabt!ll. But, at this stage of our labors, we have no longer 
room to indulge in copying the difiTuse and florid strains of Abul Faz- 
zel; and henceforward, our attention must be employed to Confine the 
narrative to those circunastances only, which may be indispensably 
necessary to keep up thethreadof the history, to that period at which the 
noble minded Homayhn finally determined on returning into Hinddls- 

* 16lh of November, 1646, 

t Referring, however, to the period of his birth in the preceding chapter, it will be Msa 
that he was strictly speaking three years, one month, and due day old. 

; That of i646'40. 
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tsiun. Before the festivities in the Artah Baueh were brought to a A'H.o&d. 
coiiclusiont the mother of the princely Akbar rejoined her husband, 
from Kaudahaiir, having been conducted from that place by the Ameirs 
Kerautchah Khaun, and Mbssauheb Beg: and she must have experU 
enced singular delight at the extraordinary instance of recognition 
among a crowd of other females, evinced by her child, when restored 
to her arms after so protracted a separation. Not long afterwards, 

Yadgaur Nausser Mirza, who had reached Kandahaur sometime sub- 
sequent to the departure of the imperial standard, and had been hos- 
pitably entertained by Beyram Khaun, also joined Homayhnat Kabul. 

The circumcision of Akbar now followed, on which occasion, the roy- 
al Homayun, in common with the Ameirs of his court, condescended 
to engage inthe athletic games exhibited in honor of the ceremony; 
himselfwrestling with Imaum Kuiy,one of the Kourtcbeis,or captains 
of'h is guard, and Mirza Hindal with his kinsman Yadgaur Nausser. 

Among the assignments in jagueir which took place about this pe- 
riod, it may be convenient to notice that the government of Ghcznein 
was allotted to Mirza Hindal, and the territory of Uauer and Pattery, 
conferred afresh upon Oliigh Mirza ; and among the occurrences of 
the same crisis, it may be proper to mention the embassy from Shah 
Tahmasp, which now presented itself to congratulate Homayun upon 
his recent success. Another from Mirza Sdliman, in Buddukhsbaun, 
arrived about the same time. To this latter mission it was, however, 
announced that the only proof of the sincerity of Mirza Sdlimaii’s 
professions which could be accepted, was his personal appearance in 
the presence of his sovereign. There were others who embraced the 
opportunity to present themselves to Homayfkn, and among these 
was Meir Seyud Ally, a chief of great distinction among the Afghan, 
jaud Beloutchy tribes, residing in the neighborhood of Douky, here 
stated to be a dependency on Hindilistaun, and now graciously con- 
ferred upon this chief. Another was Loung the Beloutch,a personage 
of distinguished eminence with his tribe, who now appeared before 
Homay fin, accompanied by several of his brothers, and was remunerated 
for this proof of voluntary zeal, by a grant of the districts of Shaul and 
Mustung, formerly mentioned. 

Notwithstanding the repeated proo^of clemency which he had ex- 
perienced from Homayun, Yadgaur Nausser was not, however, to be 
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A. H. 063 . withheld from engaging in fresh intrigues ag^nst the authority of hit 
benefactor and it became, therefore, necessary to confine him alto- 
* gether to the citadel of KabfiU close by the spot where the person of 
Mirza Asskery was also held in safe custody. 

Having received intelligence which placed the hostile designs of 
Mirza Shliman beyond all manner of doubt, Homayfin, towards the 
commencement of the nine hundred and fifty third of the hidjerali,* 
prepared to march into Buddukhshaun; and having again committed 
his son to the protection of heaven, in the citadel of Kabdl, he quitted 
that city and proceeded two stages to the station of Kkrabaiigh, where 
he encamped for the present. It had been found expedient that Mirza 
Asskery should accompany the expedition; but with regard to Yad> 
gaur Nausser it was now determined to put him beyond the possibility 
of any future attempts against the authority of his imperial kinsman. 
Mahommed Ally Toghhi, who had been left in command of Kabul, was 
accordingly directed to apply an effectual extinguisher to the turbulent 
spirit of this prince. It is something singular that the governor of 
Kabfil should have actually declined the execution of the sanguinary 
mandate, however just in its principle; and his apology is not less re- 
markable. From him, said he, who has never killed a sparrow, it can 
scarcely be expected that he should embrue his hands in the blood of a 
fellow creature. Overlooking for the present the extreme simplicity 
of the man, in thus daring to trifle with the orders of his sovereign, 
Homayfin next made choice of Mahommed Kaussem Mou-tchei, to 
carry into execution this severe, but necessary, act of justice; and the 
life of the unhappy prince was terminated by the application of the 
bow-string, on the self-same evening. 

Homayhn now ascended the mountains, without further delay, and 
proceeded into Buddukhshaun, to the vicinity of Enderaub; where ho 
encamped in the gardens of Ally Kfily, a respectable native of that 
town, either then living, or formerly resident, in the place. Mirza 
Sfiliman had entrenched himself, with the determination of disputing 
possession of the country to the very last extremity, at the station of 
the arrow-makers, a place also dependent on, and at no great distance 
from Enderaub. He was, however, immediately attacked; and, after a 

» CoamriHiing 3d of March IbUL 
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vpry gallant resistance, driven from his camp, by a division of Homay- A. H. 953. 
{ill’s troops under the orders of Mirza Hindal, eidedby Kerautciiah,and 
Hadjy Alahommed Khauns, and accompaqied also on this occasion, by 
several distinguished officers of the guards of the king of Persia, who 
bad proceeded with the expedition from KabAl. 

In consequence of this victory, the majority of the native chiefs of 
Buddukhshaun came in and submitted to Homaydn; Mirza S 61 iman, 
with a few followers, having finally retired beyond the main branch of 
the Oxus, which runs through this part of the province. Konduz,with 
the territory in the neighborhood, was now conferred upon Mirza Hin> 
dal; and the remainder of the province was, at the same time, regularly 
distributed in fee, according to their respective stations, among the 
imperial generals; Munnaeim Khaun being appointed, in particular, to 
collect the revenues in the district of Khousset, and B&pouss to a simi- 
lar trust at TauK’kan. Homayhn had, by this time, advanced to the 
town of Kouthem, and, after making such arrangements as appeared 
most necessary to the security of his government in that part of the 
country, was proceeding, for the purpose of passing the winter, to the 
fortress of Zuffur; when, on his arrival atShakhdaun, a station about 
midway between Kouthem and that fortress, he was attacked by a very 
serious fit of illness, wdiicb confined him to the spot for a period of 
nearly two months. On tiiis occasion, having continued for four days 
successively in a state of insensibility and stupor, some very alarming 
apprehensions were excited, and the most unfavorable reports werein- 
stantlyin circulation. In consequence ofthese reports manyof the princes 
and principal feudatories were induced to quit their stations, and to 
present themselves at the head-quarters of their sovereign, without in- 
vitation. The adherents of Mirza Sdliman also began to raise their 
heads in ^fferent places, and possibly to prepare the way for the return 
of their master. 

At such a crisis, with a spirit of loyalty of which the times afforded 
but few examples, Kerautchah Khaun, at the head of a faithful band 
attached to the cause of their sick sovereign, came and pitched his 
tent at the very entrance of the imperial pavilion; having previously se- 
cured the person of Mirza Asskery, on whom the views of the turbulent 
and disaffected principally rested, and confined him to the same tent 
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A. H. 953. with himself. He caused his own bed, moreover, to be laid on theveiy 
—JBlHi!?* threshold of Homayiln*s apartment, whom he unremittingly attended 
’ in person, in order to see that every thing was administered that could 
contribute to the relief and comfort of the suffering monarch. On the 
fifth day, however, the crisis of the disorder having terminated favora* 
bly, Homayfin was restored to his faculties; and Meir Berrekah enter* 
ing about the same time to make his usual obeisances, could not sup* 
press the transport which he felt at observing that his master was in a 
state of convalescence. After the king had assured him that God, in 
mercy to his transgressions, had thus vouchsafed his restoration, Meir 
Berrekah proceeded to describe the confusion and dismay that had per- 
vaded all classes, during the crisis of his disorder, and to do justice to 
the determined zeal and important services of Keraurchah Khaun; who 
was immediately sent for, and now received from the lips of his sover- 
eign the most flattering acknowledgements for his unshaken loyalty. 

Mirza Hindal,and theotherjaguirdaurswhohad hastened together to 
the imperial encampment on intelligence of Homayun's in disposition, 
now returned to their stations; and matters seemed on all sides gradu- 
ally re-settling into tranquil repose. In the midst of this deceitful 
calm, on the evening of the twenty first of Ramzaun,* and under the 
pretext of zeal for his religion, Khaujah Mauzzem, whose turbulent 
disposition, like a noxious weed, seems to have stifled every virtuous 
feeling, having formed a conspiracy with other disord< rly persons, sud- 
denly entered the abode of Sfiltan Mahommed Reshidy, one of the min- 
isters, and instantly put him to death. This personage held the digni- 
ty of Vezzeir, at the period under consideration, and was thus basely 
assassinated while partaking of some refreshment after the inanition of a 
rigorous fast^ which- probably furnished the pretext for the zeal of his 
murderers; but the true cause was, probably, the share which, on a form* 
er occasion, he had had in detecting the perfidious designs of this same 
Khaujah Muuzzem. The assassin and’his accomplices, for the present 
however, effected their escape to Kabfil, although shortly afterwards 
they wereseized, and cast into prison, by order of'Homayfin; who, it 
must be confessed, appears on tliis occasion more indulgent towards 
the Crimeof murder, than towards that of resistance against bisautbority, 

* 14th of Novesiber, 1646. - 
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allliough it is possible that he may only have postponed the just pun- A. H. 95S; 
ishment, until he should return to KabflI. A. D. 154 7. 

Being at last restored, in some degree^to health, Homayfln quitted ^''*' *'“*** 
the station of Shakhdaun, and pursued his march to Zuffur, of which, 
unless it be the town to which the modern maps have assigned the 
name of Badakshan, we must confess our ignorance; and here, in a 
very short time, all remains of his disorder were entirely removed, a 
circumstance which is described to have diffused universal satisfaction 
thmuirhour the empire. About this c njuiicture the districts of Gah- 
nujnl, [perhaps Ghuinrud] Z diauk, and B^mian, were conferred upon 
Sheir Aikuiin, the son ot Kouj.* B -g, with a promise that win n Ho- 
mayun slnmld return to Kabul, he should be favored with a further 
grant of the territory of Gliouibuud, at the foot of the mountains 
north-west of that capital. In the mean time, the residence of Ho- 
ma\un in Budduklishaun, is said to have occasioned some very alarm- 
ing appreiiensions throughout the neighboring regions of Fartary, and 
more particularly among the Ouzbeks, at Baikh, who could not then 
discover any advantage in hostilnies witli so warlike a monarch. 

While that monarch, however, seemed to consider his affairs in a 
train so prosperous, and continued to amuse himself in hunting, and 
other recreations, in Budduklishaun, his brother Kamraun most unex- 
pectedly surprised and re-possessed himselfof the city of Kaliul; w here 
among otheis, in spite of recent obligations, the first to join him was 
the very Sheir Afkunn, whom we have just mentioned as so eminently 
distinguished in the favor of his sovereign* 

As It might lead us too far out of the regular course of the narra- 
tive, we are compelled to decline entering at large into the previous 
proceedings of Mirza Kamraun, on his retreat from Kabul towards 
Gheznein, and finally, on his failure to obtain possession of the latter 
place, from thence to Bukkur and the territory on the lower Indus — 
into the circumstances of his reception by Shah H^sseyne Arghun, 
the prince of Tattah, to whose daughter he had been long betrothed, 
and whom he now espoused — or into the means by which, with the 
assistance furnished by his father-in-law, on intelligence of the indis- 
position of HomayAii, he was on this occasion enabled to make him- 
self successively master of both Gheznein and Kabul; and again to pos-- 
YOL. III. ^ tl 
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At H. 053. sess himself of the person of youns^ Akbar, the cherished hope of every 
zealous friend of the house of Teyni6r. It will be sufficient to remark 
' that the surprise of Kabul was indeed so complete that Mahnmmed 
Ally Toghai, the scrupulous governor, was actually taken while en- 
joying the luxuries of his bath, and, in a state of nudity, brought to the 
presence of Kamraun, who with his own hands put him instantly to 
death; and the same Mirza Kamraun demanding of tiadjy Mahommed 
Essess, a respectable officer who went to visit him in the course of the 
day, ifin his departure and return there were not something singular, 
it has been thought not unworthy of record, that the Hadjy should have 
replied, rather drily, “ true sir ! you went away at night, and returned 
in the morning.” 

While he treated his captives, and the inhabitants of Kabul, who 
had been thus betrayed through the disgraceful remissness, and entire 
neglect of the most ordinary precautions on the part ot Homayun’s 
officers, with every species of oppression, and even sanguinary cruelty, 
Mirza Kamraun early applied himself, nevertheless, to make the most 
active preparations in men and arms, and every other requisite, in order 
to support his precarious authority. In a very short time he succeed- 
ed, accordingly, in collecting round his standard a numerous body of 
soldiers from the warlike population of the neighboring territory. He 
was in these circumstances giving audience, one day, to the different 
chiefs who presented themselves, in his palace in the citadel of Ka- 
bul, and among these to Wulleid Beg and Ab6l Kaussem, with several 
others of the Kourtcheis, or guards, of the king of Persia, who had ob- 
tained permission to return intolrik, and were now introduced to pay their 
respects to the usurper, w hen it happened that the royal A kbar should also 
be presenton theoccasion,andtheservantsof Kamraun, like bees round 
a grocer's stall, were crouding into the assembly. A t such a moment it 
occurred to Abul Kaussem that an opportunity was thus offered of 
performing a most useful and acceptable piece of service, to the mon- 
arch whose cause he had been employed to promote; and he secretly 
whispered to Wulleid Beg, that it would only hedischai^inga debt of 
gratitude, if with the thirty resolute followers whom they bad at their 
elbows, they availed themselves of the confusion of the assembly, to 
dispatch Kamraun, and to bear the blooming shoot of the imperial fiw 
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mily, alluding to the royal child, in triumph to the arms of his sorrow- 
ing parent. Wulleid Beg, however, whose heart was not sufficiently 
steeled against the horrors of such a scejie, shrunk from the proposal* 
timidly observing that being merely travellers on the spot, he consi- 
dered it an act of officious intrusion, if they presumed to interfere in 
any shape, n»uch more so to engage in an attempt so apparently rash 
and extravagant— the chain of sublunary events has indeed its termin- 
ation so unalterably attached to some particular period, by the laws of 
everlastingdestiny, that either to anticipate, or protract, must be equally 
beyond the scope of human exertion.* 

On the other hand, w hen intelligence of these unfavorable and 
alarming changes were conveyed to Homaydn, he prepared, notwith- 
standing the rigors of winter, to return without delay, through the pass 
of Aubderrah, for the purpose of restoring his authority, and repressing 
the dangerous designs of his ambitious brother It became, however, 
expedient, first of all, to enter into an accommodation with Mirza S6li- 
man; to whom he accordingly agreed to cede afresh the districts in 
Buddukhshaun, form* rly allotted to that prince by the emperor B&her. 
At the same time, in addition to the territory of Konduz already as- 
signed to him, the disuicts of Enderaub, Khousset, Gahmurd, and 
Gltottry, with other townships, were now further conferrid upon 
Mirza Hindal. By the heavy snow', which fell forseveral days with- 
out intermission, Homayun was detained for some time at Taulekan; 
but availing himself of the first cessation, he prosecuted his march to 
Konduz — not a little to the joy, as it is said, of the Ouzbek tribes, 
who felt themselves relieved from the most alarming anxiety, by his 
departure from their neighborhood. Having, at the request of his 
brother Hindal, remained at Konduz, to celebrate the festival of the 
tenth of Zilhudje,* he again coiitiiiued his march; and proceeding 
successively across the ranges of Shebertfl, and Reig-g6zzer, finally 
encamped his troops at the station of Khaujah-seyauran. 

In the mean time, Sheir Ally, an officer of distinguished character 
in the service of Mirza Kamraun, had employed his utmost diligence 

• It is not easy to decide wfaelbertliis remark belongs to Abul Fasrel; or to tbe Persian, 
as an apology for the coldness with which he received the spirited proposal ol his coin-, 
panioo. t Sist of January, 1547. 
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A. H. 954. to fortify, against HomayAn, the pass of Aubderrah, in the interven> 
A^ Al mountains of Hindii Koh; but being attacked and defeated by a 

* division of the imperial troops under Mirza Hiiidal and Kerautchah 
Khaun, that officer retaliated for the discomfiture, by plundering the 
baggage in the rear of the army; which after descending the pass, en> 
camped without further obstacle, at Tcharekauran, or Charikaran, a 


station which is still to be recognized in modern maps, to the North- 
west of Kabhl. Here the author is constrained to acknowledge that 
llomayun was forsaken at this crisis by many of his most distinguish- 
ed officers, the greater part of whom had, indeed, left their families 
in Kabfil, on their departure for Buddukhshaun ; and among these 
we 6nd in particular the name of Mirza Sunjur Berlaus, the son of 
Sultan Jenneid, and sister's son of the illustrious B&ber, who with se- 


veral others, now embraced the opportunity to go over to the enemy. 
In these circumstances, when he had continued for some time station- 


ary in the neighboring districts, endeavoring in various ways to sup- 
port the drooping courage of his troops, the perplexed monarch sum- 
moned a council of war; at which he particularly requested that all 
would declare their opinions, with perfect freedom from reserve. 

The result of this consultation was an opinion generally expressed 
that,since itappeared tobethe determination of Mirza Kamraun tokeep 
within the cover of his works, the success of the imperial cause would 


be, tor the present, best promoted by leaving Kabfil on one side; and 
removing towards Poury and Khaujah-bustah, the more conveniently 
to secure the subsistence of the army. HomayAn accordingly de- 
camped from Zemmah ; but when he had for a short distance retraced 
his steps, to the west, it suddenly occurred to him, that if he proceed- 
ed, as had been determined upon, in the direction of Khaujah bustah, 
it would be immediately concluded that be was retiring once more to 
Kandahaur; which would be the occasion of desertion among his fol- 
lowers, far more extensive and alarming than what he had already to 
regret; the greater part of them having, as we have just seen, their fa- 
milies at KabbI, and it was but natural that they should be anxious to 
revisit them. He therefore boldly determined on making aii attempt 
to possess himself of the city ; considering that if Kamraun could, by 
any means, be constrained to come to a battle, nothing on earth waa 
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more desirable; but at all events that the pretext fordesertion would be 
thus removed, and he should be able to put his army under convenient 
shelter from the severity of the weather. - 

Having taken his final resolution, llomayiin sent, without a mo- 
ment’s d»'Jay, tor Hadj\ Mahommed Khaun,towhom he explained the 
nature of bis plan; whirh met, of course, with enthusiastic approba- 
tion. In conformity with the design now agreed upon, the same 
Hadjy Mahommed, with some other commanders devoted to the ser- 
vice, returned, accordingly, at the head ot a division of the army to- 
wards Kabul, by the way of Minaur koutel; while Homayfin in person, 
with the mam body, proceeded by that of the Payan Koutel, another 
ridgeor gauiit, which, in that direction, possibly traverses the approach 
towards the city. When, however, Mirza Hindal with an advanced 
division, had reached the village of the Afghans, not far from the 
tomb of Baba Sheshpurr, he was vigorously attacked by the whole, or 
a very superior, force of Mirza Kamraun, under the apostate Sheir 
Afkunn, and a very desperate conflict immediately ensued. Thus, 
pel haps unexpectedly, assailed, the troops of Homay^n are acknow- 
ledged to have given way; although Mirza Hindal himself, with a 
few who remained stedfast to their duty, continued to maintain his 
ground with rqual gallantry and self-devotion, until supported by a 
fresh body of troops, dispatched to his assistance^by Homayfin, the 
moment he became apprized of his danger, under Karautchah Khaun, 
and Meir Kerrekah. Almost at the same crisis, Hadjy Mahommed 
Khaun with his division, also made his appearance, most seaonably, 
and the event remained no longer doubtful. The enemy were entirely 
defeated, and their general, the ungrateful Sheir Afkunn, became a 
prisoner in the hands of the conquerors. Being conducted immedi- 
ately to the presence of Homayfin, that prince with his usual cle- 
ment spirit would have been contented merely to put him under a 
little salutary restraint, and, after a short time, to reinstate him once 
more in his rank among the imperial vassals; but in consequence of 
some strong remonstrances from KSiratchah Khaun and certain other 
chiefs yet faithfully attached to the authority of Homayiin, who bore 
in deep resentment the recent treachery and ingratitude of Sheir Afi* 
kunn, he was, without further ceremony, put todeath on the spot, Ho' 
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A. H.954. mayfln then advanced upon the town, directing his attack by the 
A. D. 154 7. Kbeyabaun quarter; and the troops employed in pursuit of the fugi- 
AbftlFazzel. garrison pushing on to the Derwauzzah-ahenein, or iron gate, 
Mirza Khezzer Khaun, and others of the tribe of Arghbn, instantly 
made off for the Hazaurah, or Afghan vallies, followed by the whole 
of their dependents. In consequence of this, the Sheherbund, or for- 
tified suburb, was taken possession of by the imperialists, without 
further resistance. 

On the same day Homayiln took up his residence in the gardens of 
Karautchah Khaun; and a considerable number of the prisoners taken 
in the recent conflict, were here put to the sword without mercy. Ne- 
vertheless, the arrival of Sheir Ally, who contrived to make his way 
through the besiegers, is said, in a great degree, to have restored the 
confidence of the garrison of Kabfil. Homay6n,on his part, after suc- 
cessively visiting the gardens of the diwaun Khaun, and the Artah- 
baugh, formerly mentioned, finally removed his head-quarters to the 
bill of the eagles; which is described to command, or overlook, the 
fortifications of the town, or perhaps the citadel. A fire from every 
species of artillery was now opened upon the place; the besieged, on 
their part, making frequent and formidable sallies, to disturb and retard 
the operations of their adversaries. During one of these, while em- 
ployed to select a spot nearer to the town for the construction of a new 
battery, Hadjy Mahommed Khaun was wounded in the arm by Sheir 
Ally himself. Not long afterwards, however, a detachment of the gar- 
rison, employed under the same Sheir Ally and Tereddy Mahommed 
Tchengtcheng, contrary to the advice of the latter officer, on an expe- 
dition to plunder a caravan of merchants, who had arrived at the sta- 
tion of Tcharikaran,.with a numerous adventure of horses, although 
the design against the defenceless merchants was successful, was in- 
terc« pil'd on its return, and compelled to withdraw towards (zheziiein. 
N' itber did these marauders then entirely escape punishment, for being 
immediaie|\ pnrsiied by a division of the imperial troops, they were 
overtaken and defeated in the pass of Sejawund; and the greater parj 
of their ill-acquired booty wrested from them— all that could he fairly 
recognized, bc-ing restored to the owners hy the justice of Homayfln* 
All that remained alive of the prisoners taken on this, and perhaps 
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t)n the former occasion, were now brought in front of the besieger’s 
batteries, and there, by various methods, publicly put to death under 
the eyes of the garrison. For this, Mirza -Kamraun instantly retaliated, 
by consigning the wife of Bapous Beg to the common Bazar, and by 
shedding the blood of his three innocent and helpless children, the 
eldest not more than seven, and th^- youngest but three years of age; 
whose dead bodies he threw from the top of the parapet, opposite the 
batteries occupied by Karautchah Khaun, and Mussauheb Beg. At 
the same time, he caused Serdaur Beg the son of Karautchah Khaun, 
and Khodadoust the son of Mussauheb Beg, to be suspended alive from 
the battlements; while a message was conveyed to the two chiefs invi- 
ting them to behold the spectacle,and declaring that unless they either 
gave him free egress to quit the place, or prevailed upon Homaydn to 
raise the siege, both their sons were destined to share the fate of the 
children of Ameir B^pouss. Karautchah, who at this period held the 
office of first minister of state without controul, instantly replied aloud 
that not only their sons, but their own lives and all they possessed on 
earth, would be willingly devoted to serve the cause of their sovereign. 
Nevertheless, they adjured Mirza Kamraun to beware of plunging him- 
self deeper in guilt, by further embruing his hands in innocent blood; 
for uhich, they desired him at the same time to remember, it was so 
easy to retaliate a thousand fold. If, on the contrary, he would be in- 
duced to take the only step which could now save him from destruc- 
tion, by repairing at once to the presence of his magnanimous brother, 
Karautchah Khaun here openly pledged himself to exert whatever in- 
fluence he possessed, to promote his views. Both Karautchah Khaun 
and his associate were, in the mean time, consoled under their appre- 
hensions by the highest applause of their master; and although Mirza 
Kamraun does not precisely appear to have carried his threats into ex- 
ecution against the children of the two chiefs, he proceeded, neverthe- 
less, to gratify his vindictive spirit, by every species of violence and 
outrage towards the helpless families of his besiegers; among other 
brutal enormities, causing the unprotected and unoffending wife of 
Mahommed Kaussem Mou-tchei, to be publicly suspended by the 
breasts. 

Had his atrocities terminated here he might still, perhaps, have been 
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A. H. 854. allowed some claim to indulgence-^but not so. Conceiving that it* 

mieht be possible to ensure his own safety by an act of inhumanity 
AbiUFazsel. *. /. ..i . 

almost without precedent, he went so far as to set his nephew, the yet 

young and innocent Akbar, exactly in the face of the besieger’s artil- 
lery; and in such a situation that it was indeed scarcely less than a mi- 
racle, that he should have escaped the unceasing fire of the imperialists 
directed to the spot. By some chance or other the attention of Siim- 
bul Khaun, the general of artillery, while watching the effect of his 
ordnance, and the other missiles, and who possessed the visual faculties 
in singular perfection, was providentially attracted to the same spot; 
and most happily recognizing the person of the young prince, and caus- 
ing the fire to cease, at the same time that he gave a truce to the suifer- 
ings of the garrison, rescued from the very jaws of de struction the 
darling child of his master’s affections AbOl FazzeJ does not indeed 
scruple to declare in express terms, that the hands of the Gulandauz, 
or cannoniers, were on the occasion suddenly seized with an unac- 
countable tremor— that the balls and arrows flew wide of their mark— 
that the matches refused their fire — and that the commander of artil- 
lery feeling an indescribable chill running through his veins, the cir- 
cumstance awakened his attention, and led to the discovery of the il- 
lustrious victim exposed to the fire of his batteries. Be this, however 
as it may, the proofs of inhumanity and cruelty exhibited on the part 
of Mirza Kamraun, were of a nature so revolting that every just and 
moderate man was led to predict that his fall was approaching; and the 
exertions of his besiegers continuing, with an activity that rather in- 
creased than abated, the unhappy prince was now soon reduced to the 
greatest extremity. 

Finding, therefore, all his projects of ambition, defence, and retalia- 
tion, rendered otherwise utterly abortive, Kamraun determined to re- 
cur to the more congenial system of deception; and affecting, accord- 
ingly, a very becoming sense of remorse tor what was past, finally em- 
ployed the iiiflut nee of Karautchah Khaun to bring about a reconcili- 
ation with his brother — to whose generosity he expressed a perfect wil- 
lingness to submit himst If and all that belonged to him. To theseover- 
tures Homayilii is described to have yielded his usual indulgent atten- 
tion: but since it would have been entirely adverse to the selfish views 
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•fMirza Hindal, of Karautchah Khaun,and M6ssauheb Beg, nay of the A. H. 954- 
majority, indeed, of the leading chiefs among the imperial vassals, 
always directed to scenes of turbulence and commotion, an interview 
between the rival brothers was an occurrence of which they never sin- 
cerely desired to witness the accomplishment. They contrived, there- 
fore, to keep awake the apprehensions of Mirza Kamraun; to whom 
they conveyed a secret message, in which, after expostulating on the 
absurdity of resting any hope on the result of a conference with Ho- 
maytkn, when all his means of resistance were at an end, they urged 
the absolute necessity of his withdraw'ing from the fort, without a 
moment's delay — making his retreat from a particular tower, through 
the battery ot Hiissun Ally Aga, an officer in the secret, and thus ef- 
fecting his escape from the dangers by which he was on every side sur- 
rounded. Accordingly, on the night of Thursday the seventh of the 
former Kehbeia, of the nine hundred and fifty fourth of the hidjerah,* 
Kamraun, quitting the fort by the Durwauzzah-ahenein, and taking 
the course indicated to him by his friends in the camp of Homayfin; 
fled with all the speed in his power on the road to Buddukhshaun; 
trusting to the contingency of receiving aid from Mirza Sfiliman, or, 
at all events, that he should be able to make another effort for the re- 
covery of his power through the assistance of the Ouzbeks. The mo- 
ment hisflightbecameknown, Hadjy Mahommed Kbaun was dispatch- 
ed in pursuit of the fugitive, Homayun then re-entering Kabfil, with- 
out further resistance, and being thus once more happily restored to the 
embraces of his family. 

Aided, on the other hand, as was shrewdly suspected, by some sort 
of collusion on the part of his pursuers, Mirza Kamraun made good his 
retreat across the mountains; and being joined shortly afterwards by 
Sheir Ally, and others attached to his cause, found no great difficulty 
in gaining possession of the fortified post ofGhoury, near one of the 
branchesof Hindfi Koh, looking towards Balkh. MiraaSfiliman, howe- 
ver, contrary to his hopes, rejecting all his solicitations for aid, he 
was finally compelled to bend his steps to the city just mentioned; in 
order to claim the assistance of Peir Mahommed Khaun sovereign of 
the Ouzbeks, at this period the prevailing power in that part of th^ 

* SGth of Afiril, 1547. 
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A. H. 055. territory on the Oxus. The castle, or fortress, of Ghoury was, howc« 
A. D. 15 18 . recaptured by Karautchah Khaun, and other generals detach- 

AbAIFsiKzel. Homayun to restore his authority in the country; although these 
were very shortly afterwards compelled to retreat iu their turn, at the 
approach of Miiza Kamrann, accompanied by Peir Mahommed and a 
powerful reinforcement of the troops of Balkh. Upon this, as the 
emergency indeed seemed to require it, Homaytin hastened in person 
to encounter the danger: but, fur the present, his entrance irrto Bud- 
dukhshann was effectually prevented by a tall of snow, which blocked 
up the passages of Hind& Koh, and constrained him to return to Kabul, 
thereto pass the approaching winter.* 

After placing Mirza Kamraun in possession of the major part of Bud- 
dukhsliaun, Peir Mahommed withdrew to Balkh, leaving, however, a 
considerable force to support the authority of his ally. In the mean 
time, while yet engaged in preparation to resume bis expedition, Uo- 
maydn found himself suddenly deserted by three of his most distin- 
guished generals, Karautchah Khaun, Bfipous Beg, and Msssauheb 
Beg, together with many others, to the number of three thousand horse; 
all of them seduced from their allegiance through the malignant sug- 
gestions of the ungrateful Karautchah, now grown insolent be\ond 
endurance, through the possession o< uncontrolled authority. Being, 
however, immediately pursued, they were for the moment overtaken, 
and obliged to disperse at Ghourbund; but night coming on, and the 
insurgents breaking down the bridge near that place behind them, they 
succeeded in effecting their escape by different ways, and finally join- 
ed Mirza Kamraun some time afterwards, at the station of Kouthem, 
in Buddukhshaun. On this occasion, Homayfin was for the present 
content to mark his displeasure at the perfidy of these men by parodi- 
zing their names; that of Karautchah for instance, he perverted into 
Kkrabukht, ill-destined, or reprobate — Issm&eil Beg*s was changed 
into Khurrus, bear— (ursa) — Mfissauheb Beg*s into Mfiunaufek, hy- 
pocrite — and that of Bapous into Deyouss, cuckold, or pandar— refer- 
ring to the exposure of his wife in the public bazar, by the enemy. 

His arrangements being, however, at last complet d, Humayfin, on 
the fifth of the former Jummaudy, of the year nine hundred and fifty 

• Of A. D.154U. 
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five,* proceeded in earnest on his second expedition into Biiddukh> 
shaun. As far as the station of Gulbahar, on the other side of 
Kkrabaughy he was accompanied by the young Akbarand his mother; 
but from that station they were sent l>ack to Kabul, under the care of 
Mahommed Kaussem Mou-tchei, who was invested, on this occasion, 
with the government of the city. The officers of Mirza Kamraun en- 
trusted with the defence of Enderaub, were, on the other hand, no 
sooner apprized that the advanced guard of the royal troops had ascend- 
ed the passes of Hind6 K6h, than they withdrew from that place, and 
retired to join their master; Homayiin in person encamping in the 
neighborhood very shortly afterwards. Being joined at Enderaub by his 
brother Hindal Miiza, and many of the feudatory chiefs of Buddukh- 
shaun with their followers, Homayun immediately placed that prince at 
the head of the vanguard of the army; and the whole now proceeded 
towards Taulekan, which was known to be defended by the fugitive 
Ameirs, together with Mirza Abdullah, and a strong garrison of the 
troops of Mirza Kamraun. Before the imptriaiists could however 
reach Taulekan, Mirza Kamraun, with all the troops he could collect 
at Zuffur and Kouthem, and the neighboriiig territory, had hastened to 
the support of his triends; sothatwhenlheadvancedguard of Homayun, 
on the fifteenth of the latter Jummaudy.'f had just crossed the Bangui, 
one of the smaller branches possibly of the Oxns, they found that 
prince at the head of a very superior force posted on an eminence in 
their front, called the Jell^ issan; and they were constrained, as it would 
seem, to recross the river in the greatest confusion, leaving their bag- 
gage to be plundered by the enemy. At this perilous crisis, Homay{in 
with the main body of the army appeared on the river side, and was 
about to pass, immediately in presence of his adversaries; but some of 
those whom he had employed to survey the country and procure intel- 
ligence, representing the ford as extremely dangerous, from the rocks 
anci cavities in the bed of the river, and reporting a more favorable spot 
by a mill about a kosse higher up, where, from the greater stability of 
footing, he would be able to cross with less hazard, he availed himself 
of the information: and proceeding immediately to the place, effected; 
his passage, accordingly, without difficulty.. 

* iithof June 1546. t Slst of July, 1548. 
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A. H. 065. The march of Homayin was now directed towards the rising: groxtnt}, 

which Mirza Kamraun had taken post with the main body of his 
troops; and P'uttah- uliah Beg, the brother of Roushiin Koukah, who 
had been sent in advance at the head of a smaller division, was already 
engaged with the enemy, and had been beaten from bis horse, when 
the imperial standard fortunately appeared to support him, and Kam- 
raun now tamely declined the contest, to shelter himself behind the 
walls of Taulekan.* Jn that place he was immediately besieged by 
Homayhn; and having defended himself with considerable resolution 
until iheiwelfthof Rudjub,*f'in expectation of relief from PeirMahom- 
med the Ouzbek, he found it expedient, on that day, to submit to the 
mercy of Homayun — stipulating only for permission to proceed on pil- 
grimage to Mekkah, and consenting to deliver up the whole of the fu- 
gitive Ameirs into the hands of their offended sovereign. On these 
terms, accompanied by Bapous Beg, who, after all, at his particular re- 
quest, had, with a few others, been permitted to attend him, Mirza 
Kamraun finally quitted the fortress of Taulekan, and proceeded on his 
way to Arabia. In the mean time, Karautchah Khaun, his son Ser- 
daur Beg, with MAssauheb Beg, and others of the apostate nobles who 
h;'.d forsaken the standard of their benefactor, were now conducted to 
his presence, with their swords and quivers suspended to their throats, 
in order to receive from him the just award of their crimes. With sin- 
gular humanity, and with the most soothing expressions of concern 
and indulgence, towards the errors by which they had been led astray, 
Homayun, on this occasion also, roost generously forgave them all. 

■Not many days afterwards, namely on the seventeenth of the same 
month of Rudjub,^ when he had yet made but little progress on his 
journey to Hejauz, Mirza Kamraun, availing himself of the counsels of 
his friend Mirza Abdullah, suddenly returned to the campofHomay- 
fin; from whom he experienced a reception equally kind and fraternal, 
and to whom he was once more, to all appearance, sincerely reconciled. 
On the same day, Mirza Asskery was released from his fetters, and per- 
mitted to resume his place at court. The unexpected return of Kain- 
* We are not perfectly satisfied that this should nut be Beylekau, or Bacalam, about 
forty miles to the westward of Enderaub. t IBlh of August, 1648. 

I 2l8t of August. 
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raun appears, indeed, to have given extraordinary expansion to the A. H. 055. 

kinder feelings of Homavun, which displayed themselves in language P 
, ... . ... .... .. .. Abaitazzel. 

the most sympathizing and conciliatory, during his conference with 

this ungrateful and unworthy relation'. 

The subject of an expedition against Baikh was now brought under 
consideration; but,£nding thattheopinionsof those whom he consulted 
on the occasion were not yet sufficiently matured for his purpose, Ho- 
may£n conceived it advisaVile to defer coming to any thing definitive, 
until he should have reached Naury, here described as a station in 
Buddukhshaun, where the road branches ofT in two directions — the one 
leading immediately towards Balk h, and the other towards Kabul. On 
his second day’s march from Taulekan, coming to the spring head of 
Bundghshk, not far from the station of Eshekmesh, on the very spot 
W’here, many years before, his father Bkber, on the submission at that 
place, of his brothers Khaun Mirza and Jahaunguir Mirza, had caused 
the date of the event to be inscribed on the rock, Homayun also, not 
less rejoiced at a similar occurrence, there caused the return of Kam- 
raun, and the conjunction of the four brothers, to be now commemora- 
ted on a part of the same rock. 

Proceeding from Bundg&shfi to the before mentioned station of Naury, 
the attention of Homayun was there employed in making a fresh al- 
lotment of the territory of Buddukhshaun. In this the district of 
Khotlan, then better known by the name of Kulaub, to the bounda- 
ries of Mour and Kaureiiguein, was assigned to Mirza Kamraun, 

Tchauker Khaun being commissioned as his Ameir-ul-oomra, or lieu- 
tenant general. Asskery Mirza was also destined to accompany him, 
with the district of Kaurenguein for his jaguir. The arrangement was, 
however, at this early stage, by no means satisfactory to Mirza Kam- 
raun; although he appeared to acquiesce in it for tlie present, from a 
consideration of the recent act of generous clemency exhibited on the 
part of his brother. The fortresses ot ZudVir and Taulekan, with some 
other purgunnahs, were allotted to Mirza Suliman and his sou Mirza 
Ibrauhim; while Kond^z, and Ghoury, and Gahmurd, and Bakalan, 
and E^shekmesh, and Naury, were conferred on Mirza Hiiidal, with 
Sheir Ally for his Ameir-ul-oomra. It was now, also, finally arranged 
that the enterprize in contemplation against Baikh, should be postpon- 
ed to the following year. 
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A. H.e56. At the last conference held between the brothers, on this occasion^ 
A. D. 154 8. UomayAn called for a bowl of Sherbet, and having first taken a draught, 
AbAlFazzel. p^^g^^ted the same to Mirza Kamraun, and so successively to eaeh of 
the other princes; with a request that they would all follow the exam* 
pie, in confirmation of the solemn pledge of perpetual and inviolable 
friendship, by which they had just mutually bound themselves. The 
whole now separated; the several Mirzas proceeding towards their res- 
pective jaguirs, and Homayfiu to Khousset, on his return towards Ka- 
hili, by the route of Perrian. This latter place was a fortress then in 
ruins, formerly erected by Teymfir, when he had succeeded in chastiz- 
ing the Uiudfis of Kettour; and which it was now proposed to put in 
a state of repair and defence, with the new name of Islam- abad. When 
the imperial army reached the spot, Pelilewaun Doust, the Meir Berr, 
surveyor general perhaps, or superintendant of fortifications, accord- 
ingly received instructions to restore and strengthen the whole of the 
works, distributing the labour as usual, in adequate proportions be- 
tween the several generals; and thus, in the course of seven days only, 
as it would appear, the entire was again completed, including the 
gates, and battlements, and sung-andauz, or Balistae, with every requi- 
site to place it in a competent state of defence. Beg Meirek, an oflS- 
cer of trust, was then left in command of the place; Homayfin proceed- 
ing to view the silver mine in the neighborhood, which was, however, 
found too poor to defray the charge of working. The monarch now 
pursued his march across the mountainous range to the banks of the 
Punje-sheher river, where he encamped near the Koutel, or gauht 
perhaps, of Ashtergueraum And finally, towards the commencement 
of the winter, the earth having already put on her garb of snow, he ter- 
minated his march, without further accident, in the neighborhood of 
Kabfli;into which be made his public entry on the second of Rainzauu 
of the year nine hundted and fitly five,* that being the auspicious day 
selected by the court astrologers. 

It was at this conjuncture that Meir Semunder arrived with dis- 
patches, and a profusion of presents, from Mirza Heyder in Kashmeir; 
describing, for the thousandth time, the unrivalled anioenities of that, 
delightful province, and inviting Homayfin in very pressing, terms,. 

* 4tli of October 1648. 
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to hasten without delay to share in the enjoyments there to he found, 
in endless variety. The more important object of the mission appears, 
however, to have been, to urge the recovery of the Mogh 61 conquests 
in Hindustaun; an undertaking towards which every argument, that 
he could draw, either from reason, experience, or invention, was now 
employed on the part of Mirza Ueyder, to stimulate the ambition of 
HomaytHn. To these dispatches the monarch replied in terms of 
corresponding kindness; acknowledging that although constrained by 
present circumstances to postpone the recovery of his possessions in 
India, to some more favorable opportunity, it was a design which 
had never yet been dismissed from his contemplation. About the 
same crisis we find recorded, among other minor events, the death of 
016gh Mirza the son of Mirza Mahommed Sdltaun ; who w’as killed 
in an imprudent attack, upon some of the Hazaurahs, or independent 
cantons, if we may be so permitted to call these independent tribes, 
in the neighborhood of Gheznein; to which he is, indeed, described 
to have been impelled by the rash counsels of Khaujah Mauzzem, 
formerly mentioned as under the displeasure of Homayun. In the 
course of the same year may be also noticed an embassy from Abdur* 
reshid Khaun, prince of Kashgh^r, which was graciously received, 
and as promptly dismissed by Homaydn. And lastly may be remark- 
ed the arrival about this period, at Kabdl, of Abbas Sfdtan, an Ouz- 
bek prince, who received from HomayCkn in marriage, the hand of his 
youngest sister, Gultchehera Begum. 

As soon as the weather became sufficiently moderate, toward the 
commencement of the nine hundred and fifty-sixth of the hidjerah,* 
Homa^dn, however disposed to prefer the attempt on Hindikstaun, 
or a visit to the beauties of Kashmeir, prepared to carry into execu- 
tion his design against Balkh ; previously dispatching to require that 
the Mirzas Kamraun, and Hindal, and Asskerv, and Suliman, and 
Ibrauhim, would be ready to join him, in conformity with their en- 
gagement the preceding year, on his arrival in Buddukhshaun. He 
was, however, detained on his march tor nearly a mouth, at the sta- 
tion of Tchalauk, awaiting the arrival/if Hadjy Mahommed Khaun, 
from Gheznein, and arranging other necessary concerns of bis gov- 
* 3eginuing 28tb January, A. D. 1540. 


A.H.956. 
A. 0 1549. 

Abut Fazzel. 
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A. H. 960. eminent. Proceeding at length to the station of Astauleft Homaydo 

khhi Vam T himself, at that place, rather unexpectedly deserted by his 

* newly chosen brother-in law, Abbas the Ouzbek; and while he con- 
tinued his march from thence with the necessary deliberation, in order 
to afford to the several Mirzas sufficient time to repair to the ap- 
pointed rendezvous, he was compelled by intelligence of some suspi- 
cious indications on the part of Mirza Kamraun, to turn back into 
the road for Punje-sheher, and direct his steps towards Enderaub. 
Halting three days at the latter place, he proceeded next to Naury,. 
and thence to the plains of NeiJberr, distinguished among the dis- 
tricts of Buddukhshaun, for fertility and verdure. He was here join- 
ed by the Mirzas Hindal, and SAliman ; Mirza Ibrauhim being left, at 
the recommendation of his father, to provide for the security of Bud* 
dukhshaun. 

From the neighborhood of Bakalaun the Mirzas Hindal and S6li- 
man, accompanied by Hadjy Mahommed Khaun and a strong divisi- 
of the best troops, w'ere sent forwards, in order if possible, to make 
themselves masters of Eybek, or Jybuk; one of the dependencies of 
Balkh, on that side most considerable in point of population, abundant 
in resources, and equally desirable to possess, from the known salubrity 
of the neighborhood. While the army was on its march at this crisis,, 
it happened that one of the Yessawuls, tchoubdaur, or exempts, 
should have shot a panther, which he brought to lay before Homayun; 
on which it was observed by Hhsseyne Kuly Mohrdaur, (keeper of 
the seal) that among the Tatar tribes it was ever considered an omen 
of inauspicious promise, if an animal of this description was at any 
time killed, at the head of the troops on their march; and that he knew 
an instance in which the Ouzbek sovereign of Baikh had b -en induced, 
by such a circumstance, to suspend the movement of his army, when 
acti^ally on his way to-Her&t. 

Disregarding the hint, however, Homay{in continued' to advance 
towards Baikh; and on the subsequent day his advanced guard ap- 
peared under the walls of Eybek; for the defence of which, Peir Ma- 
hommed had previously detaehed his own Ataulek, Khaujah Mauk, 
with many of the most distinguished officers under his government. 
Knowing that the main body of the Mogh&ls was at hand, the Ouzbek 
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ebiiefs thought it prudent to confine their operations to the defence of a. h. o^e. 
the fort, which was immediately invested on all sides, and vi^orouslv ^ 
attacked by Homayun. At the expiration of not more than two or 
three days, the garrison wasconstrained to demand a capitulation, which 
was of course granted without difficulty; and the chiefs being conducted 
to the presence of Homayfin, the place was put in possession of the 
Moghtiis. 

Being invited to partake of a royal entertainment given by that 
monarch, the Ataulek was rather surprised by a question from Ho- 
mayun, as to the best plan of accomplishing the subjugation of Maw- 
ur-un>neher. Tlie captive chief very properly demanded with what 
consistency such a question could be proposed to a man in his situa- 
tion ? Hut Hnmayuu staring, in leply, that he must ascribe it to the 
air of truth and candor so conspicuous in his demeanor; and, being 
encouraged to coumiunicate without reserve any thing that he might be 
disposed to mention, the Ouzb- k chief, eniitely won over by these 
obliging expiessions, proceeded ton mark tliat the ablest and bravest 
offii eis in the service of Peir Maliomnied had fallen into his hands, by 
the surreiidi r of Eyhek, and that it he dispatched these th.e way ol all 
flesh. Maw ur-un-iK her would be his without another stroke. On 
this ,Homa_\ fill, w iih gem rolls feeling, observed tnai by every virtuous 
and liberal mind, such a p rfidiuus breach of treaty would be forever 
stigmatized witti just reprobation in any mun, but more than all, in 
one whom heaven had placed in an exalted rank among the sovereigns 
of the earth. For his par', he had spontaneously granted to^ese per- 
sons a regular capitulaiion, which if he presumed to violate, there 
was no possible perversion of reasoning that could ever induce him 
to reconcile with the common maxims of justice, or with the dictates 
of a good conscience. The Atauh k then proposed to Homayfin, since 
he declined a measure which he himself seemed to consider not- less 
vigorous, than well adapted to the circumstances of the moment, to 
detain him in custody, and agree to a treaty of peace with Peir Ma- 
hommed ; engaging, in behalf of that prince, to cede to Homayfin, in 
such a case, the whole of the territory on that side of Khullum, to be 
added to his possessions in Buddukhshaun; and, furthermore, when-- 
ever he might finally determine on prosecuting his designs for the xsr- 
VOL. III. 5 Y 
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A. H. 950. covery of H ind Astaun, that a body of Ouzbeks should be ready to ac« 
companv him, sufficient in strength and equipment to render the moat 

Abui ftSZtils .••• ra III* A* •! 

essential and important services. But as all this was at variance with 
the arrangements of an eternal destiny, other measures obtained the 
preference, of which the result could not then be foreseen. 

Although the situation of Eybek was in itself sufficiently attract- 
ive, and its productions beyond measure abundant and desirable, there 
existed yet another very cogent reason by which Homaydn was indu- 
ced to defer his departure from that place, for manyda}s. This was 
the expectation still anxiously cherished for the arrival of Mirza Kam- 
raun. And in truth, were it not for the unfortunate delay occasioned 
by such a circumstance, there were many discerning and intelligent 
persons, who did not scruple to pronounce that Peir Mahommed, who 
M'as, at the crisis, destitute of any competent means of resistance, 
must have been either entirely destroyed, or compelled to submit to 
such terms as the conqueror might have thought fit to impose upon 
him. But the opportunity thus lost, the enemy was joined hy Abdul- 
azziz Ivhiiun, and other Ouzbek chiefs, with reinforcements insuffici- 
ent strength to cope with the invaders without disadvantage, of which 
there existed otherwise but little expectation. 

It becoming, however at last, absolutely necessary either to advance 
or retreat, Homayfin, after directing the Ouzbek chiefs captured at 
Eybek, to be conveyed on the road towards Kabfll, but retaining the 
Ataulek with his army, proceeded, successively by Khullum and 
bashahu^ to Astaunah, a well known station at no great distance from 
Balkh. Here, before he had been long encamped, his scouts brought 
him intelligtnce that the Ouzbeks were approaching in considerable 
force; and H omayfin, without delay, proceeded to arrange his troops in 
order of battle, as it would appear, at some distance from the ground 
which he had chosen for his camp. In the mean time, a large division 
of Ouzbeks, under one of their most distinguished commanders, made 
a sudden and dt'sperate attack, upon the camp itself; which was, how- 
ever, very gallantly and successfully defended by those who had been 
left for its protection, the assailants being finally repulsed, and one of 
their principal leaders brought a prisoner to the presence of Homay6n. 
^everthtless, though the commencement of hostilities appeared thus 
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for favorable, the unsteadiness and insincerity of his Ameirs again oper- 
ated to disappoint the fairest expectations of HomayAn, principally 
through the distrust and uneasiness which they contrived to spread 
throughout the army, by propagating the most discouraging and con- 
tradictory reports, respecting the designs of Mirza Kamraun. On the 
very day following to that on which they had made their ineffectual 
attempt on his camp, the whole force of the Ouzbeks presented itself in 
order of battle before the lines of Hotnayun; Peir Mahommed in person 
commanding on the right, Abdulazziz Khaun in the centre, and the 
SOltans of llessaur in the left wing The whole of the forenoon ap- 
pears to have been consumed in arrangements preparatory to the con- 
flict; hut, from the period at which the sun reached the meridian, until 
night-fall, the armies engaged with equal fury and obstinacy in the 
work of mutual destruction. The Ouzbi ks were, however, Anally 
compelled to retreat; and w'ere pursued, by the advanced guard of the 
Moghuls, atToss the intervening streams, to the very barriers of the 
city ot ilalkh. Hoinayun evinced sufficient ardor to follow up the 
victory, and to advance his standard also to the gates of that metropo- 
lis; hut in this he was audaciously opposed by the pusillanimity of 
his refractory Ameirs, who still pressed upon him the uncertain ru- 
mors by which they were haunted, of the hostile designs of Kamraun; 
their apprehensions of the treatment of their wives and families on the 
seizure of Kabil by that prince; the iiiteriority of the imperial army on 
the spot, and the appalling superiority in numbers on the side of the 
enemy. Under all these considerations real and pretended, in short,, 
they urged, in peremptory terms, the indispensable and absolute ne- 
cessity of immediate retreat. 

After a thousand struggles with his own conviction, FJomayiln was 
at length constrained to yield to their remonstrances, and to consent 
that the army should draw off towards the pass of Derrahkezz, or per- 
haps it was Derrah-guzz, the pass of Bamboos; where, as it was a posi- 
tion of great strength, it was represented that he might halt for some 
time without risk, and not only be reinforced by the feudatory chiefs in 
that quarter, but obtain more positive information, with regard to the 
proceedings of Mirza Kamraun. After this, it was stated that he might 
engage with full confidence of success in the subjugation, not only of, 


A. H. 966 . 
A. D. 154g. 
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A. H.95e. Baikh, but of the whole of the territory on theOxus. Compelled thus 
A. n. 1540 . j},g usual failure of support from disaffected men, and with the city 
Ab&IFazzcl. ju ^ manner at his mercy, Homaydn, without alternative, 

withdrew towards the pass in question; having first dispatched the 
Sheikh Behlowul to recal the advanced guard, which, as we have al- 
ready observed, had pursued the flying Ouzbeks to the very gates of 
Baikh. In these trying circumstances, Mirza Sfiliman, at the head of 
a strong division of the best troops, was the person selected to cover the 
retreat; which, although designed to terminate at the Derrahguzz pass, 
yet leading unfortunately along the direct road towards Kabul, and the 
faithless and evil disposed gladly availing themselves of any pretext to 
throw the whole intoconfnsion, a report w ascirculaledthat Mirza Kam- 
raun was in full march for that metropolis; and that this w'as the true 
cause of the sudden retrocession of the army. It is therefore not sur- 
prising that a sensation of alarm should have generally seized the troops, 
and that they should in the end begin to disperse in various directions. 
Neither w'ere the endeavors of Homayun, nor of the officers still faithful 
to their «luty, at all availing to bring back the fugitives; this being in- 
deed contrary to the designs of an unerring destiny. For, observes our 
author, had Homayun been permitted to advance his conquests on the 
Oxus, it is extremely clear that the emancipation of the oppressed and 
defenceless inhabitants of Hindustdun,must have been deferred to some 
very remote period, if not relinquished altogether. The result may be 
comprehended in a very few words. 

Early apprized of the confusion exhibited in the movements of the 
Moghfil tioops, the Ouzbeks, as usual, deriving courage from the des- 
pondency of their adversaries, suddenly recovered from their recent 
consternation, and appeared in close pursuit. Homayfin continued, 
for a long time, to expose his person with the most determined valour, 
in covering the retreat of his troops; until overpowered by numbers, 
and having had his horse killed under him, he was finally compelled to 
make his escape to a place of safety on one with which he was very 
seasonably supplied by Heyder Mahommed, his Aukhtah Beg, or 
grand equerry. The greater part of his troops, after witnessing the 
inevitable consequences of pusillanimous counsels, were entirely bro- 
ken, and betook themselves to a disorderly fliiglit, in- every possible 
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direction. It would be superfluous labor to record the names of all 
those who were present with the army of Homayfln, on this disastrous 
expedition. Among the most distinguished commanders were the 
Mirzas Hindal and Sililiman, and the Ameirs Karautchah Khaun, who 
had, it is to be supposed, been in some degree restored to favor, Hadjy 
Mahommed Khaun, Tereddy Beg Khaun, Munii&eim Khaun, and 
others to the number of four or five and twenty, of the highest class 
of nobility; all associated, in some shape or other, in the perils and mis- 
takes of the enterprize which we have thus briefly endeavoured to 
describe. At the expiration of the third day, Homayun ventured to 
halt, with a few of his attendants, at the station of Tchaurtcheshmah, 
the four springs, where he was very shortly joined by others, who had 
also made good their retreat in various ways. From hence he dis- 
patched advices to Kabul, in order to relieve the ap^prehensions ofhis 
son, and the princesses of the imperial family; as well as to Reshid 
Khaun the ruler of Kashghar, to whom he announced the failure of 
his views on Mawur>un-neher, which he distinctly ascribed, for the 
greater part, to the bad faith and refractory conduct of his brother 
Kamraun. 

The interval of another night conveyed Homayfln safe to Ghour- 
bund, on the eastern side of the mountainous range of Hindfl Kouh ; 
another march brought him to Khaujah-seyauran — a third to Kkra- 
baugh — and a fourth to Mammourah, where he was met by the young 
Akbar, who now hastened to throw himself into the arms of his royal 
parent. And finally, when the favorable moment had as usual been 
ascertained by the astrologers, Homayfln once more re-entered the me- 
tropolis of Kabfll. It remains to state what befel the associates ofhis 
unfortunate campaign. Mirza Suliman, during the retreat, embraced 
an opportunity of withdrawing into Buddukhshaun; Mirza Hindal to 
Kondflz, whither he was accompanied by Mflnnfleim Khaun ; and 
many other Ameirs re-appeared successively at Kabfll. Shah Be- 
dauk, who had eminently signalized himself in the retreat, fell into 
the hands of the Ouzbt ks; which was the case with four or five more 
of Homavfln*s most devoted and confidential servants. The remainder, 
with few exceptions, appear to have ultimately succeeded ineflecting 
their. escape from the pursuit of the enemy. 
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A. H. 957. During the confusion of so disorderly a retreat, the Ataulek Khau- 

A. D. 1550. ]\|auk, and the other prisoners captured at Eybek, found little dif- 

A Fazzel. regaining their liberty; but on their arrival at Balkh they 

made, of the humane and liberal conduct of Homaybn,. a report so 
favorable as to excite the surprise, and claim the approbation of Peir 
Mahommed. In consequence of this, the whole of his MoghAl prison- 
ers were immediately set at large, and conducted on their way to Ka- 
bAI; after having been treated with equal kindness and generosity, and 
without being exposed to the slightest further inconvenience. 

If it were not already sufficiently obvious that in the generous Ho- 
may6n the milder virtues were carried toa fault — that by his frequent 
forgiveness of domestic treason, in particular, he had over and over 
again encouraged the revival of the same scenes of disloyalty and re- 
bellion, and thus exposed his truest friends to endless hazards of life 
and fame, for the re-establishment of his power, we should be disposed 
to expatiate, w'ith no ordinary complacency, on this spontaneous tribute 
of homage to his superior benevolence, coming from him whose capi- 
tal he had so recently menaced with havoc and desolation, and from 
whence he had been compelled to retire, with such circumstances of 
disgrace and loss. Even as it is, we cannot but hold it out to our 
readers, among the rare examples of the kindlier feelings of our nature; 
and as a bright spot in the gloomy annals of oriental violence, to illu- 
minate his course to the termination of these volumes. 

With regard to Mirza Kamraiin, whose conduct was so deeply im- 
plicated in the recent, as well as in former disasters, it will be suffici- 
cient to observe, that after disappointing his brother’s just expectati- 
ons of aid, in the expedition towards Balkh, and after having been 
defeated, at a subsequent period, by the Mirzas Hindal and Sbliman, 
in his attempts to obtain possession of Buddukhshaun, he at last de- 
termined, on the invitation of the perBdioua Ameirs who infested the 
court of Homayhn, and at the head of whom was the traitor Karaut- 
chah Khaun, to proceed towards KabAl ; dispatching, however, in 
the first jnstance, to acquaint the injured monarch with his design, 
and to protest that his viens, in thus obstruding himself once more 
into his presence, was to obtain forgiveness for the past, and for the 
future to devote himselt with good taith and sincerity, to the service 
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of his indulgent brother. On the repeated expostulations, and at the 
earnest intreaty of many of his more faithful captains, Homayilln pre- 
pared to counteract these insidious plans ; and about the middle of 
the nine hundred and fifty-seventh of the hidjerah,* he hastened with 
such troops as were present about his capital, towards Ghourbund, 
the direction in which it was understood that Kamraun was approach- 
ing. 

Having continued his march on this occasion to the river Baran, 
which seems to pass to the northward of Ghourbund, and being about 
to cross some of the smaller streams communicating with that river, 
certain of his attendants appeared to hesitate, and nicely sought, in 
different directions, for a spot where they might pass to the oppo- 
site side with the least personal inconvenience. Homayfin observed 
this circumstance of cautious self-regard with manifest displeasure; 
and he could not forbear quoting, to the disadvantage of his officers, the 
unparalleled zeal and self-devotion of the guards of Shah Issmueil I. 
of the race of Seffy, w'ho were known to cast themselves without 
scruple from the summit of the most fearful precipices, and to inevi- 
table death, merely to follow the handkerchief of their sovereign.* 
At such a crisis, nevertheless, Karautchah Khaun, and Mussauheb 
Beg, with the other traitors combined against the interest of their be- 
nefactor, undertook to remind Homayun that as the mountainous 
range in his front was intersected by numerous defiles and narrow 
passes, it would be advisable to station in each of them, a detachment 
of troops, in sufficient strength to prevent the approach of Mirza Kam- 
raun; it being, in reality, the object of these perfidious men, as far as 
possible, to divide and disperse the royal army, at thisperiod assembled 
in considerable force; in which, through the culpably complying tem- 
per of HomayOn, they too well succeeded. Hence it was that the 
Ameirs Hadjy Mahommed Khaun, and Berrekah, and Mirza Hussun 
Khaun, with several others, were sent off towaids Zohauk, and Bami- 
an, and Mfinnaeim Khaun at he head of another respectable division, 
was advanced in the direction of Aulung; while the treacherous Ka- 

* July 1550. 

t We are disposed to think that this refers to the disciples of the Sheikh ul Juhhul, or 
prince of Almowut, meutioued in oriental history; and the old man of the mountain of west- 
ern writers. 


A.H.057. 
A.D. 1550. 
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A. H. 867. rautchah, and Mi^ssauheb Beg, and Kaussem Hbsaeyne SAItao, witli 
other disaffected chiefs who remained about the person of Ho- 
* may6n, regularly transmitted to Mirza Kamraun a daily account of 
every thing that was passing in the camp of his adversary. 

Thus instructed, Mirza Kamraun might venture to take his depar- 
ture from Bamian and Zohauk, both then dependent on KabbI, direct- 
ing his march for the pass of Kebjauk, and proceeding himself with 
the principal division of his troops; while Yessoun Doulut, Mukud- 
dum Koukah, and Baba Skeid with another division led the march in 
advance. Such then was the state of affairs, when one day towards 
noon, it was announced to Homayhn by one of the natives, that 
Kamraun was approaching, and with designs evidently hostile. Still 
his evil genius, in the person of the perfidious Karautchah, interposed 
to deceive him, with expostulations on the absurdity of giving credit 
to the intelligence of an unknown and obscure peasant. The traitor, 
at the same time, artfully expressed an apprehension that if Mirza 
Kamraun, who was, as he chose to say, avowedly accompanied by a 
very insignificant force, should perceive the imperial troops in order 
of battle, he would necessarily take the alarm, and be thus prevented 
from approaching the royal presence. Homayhn, whose mind, not- 
withstanding repeated experience, was yet a stranger to suspicion, 
suffered hin.self to be misled by the delusion; from which he was not 
awakened, until the designs of Kamraun were placed beyond all doubt 
by his appearance in hostile array. Then, and not before, he caused 
bis generals to prepare for battle, immediately mounting his horse for 
the combat, which commenced almost instantly afterwards. 

In order, however, to obtain a more distinct and convenient survey 
of the action, Homaydn had taken post himself on an eminence which 
commanded a view of the adjoining plain; and from thence, in the 
spectacle, which now presented itself, of the troops in entire squadrons 
deserting his standard, and going over to the enemy, he beheld at 
last a decisive proof of the profligate duplicity, by which he had suf- 
fered himself to be so completely over-reached. In a paroxysm of 
indignation at this discovery, he rushed at once among the thickest 
ot his adversaries, and fora moment, by the extraordinary prowess ex- 
hibited in his example, produced among those opposed to him, the 



905 


utmost consternation. Unfortunately his charger was transpierced 
by an arrow, from some unknown hand, on one of the flanks, and the 
monarch found himself exposed to the most imminent danger. At 
the same instant, Beg Babai, a native.of Kdlaub, either inadvertently 
or by design, came upon him from behiml, and made a stroke at him 
with his scimitar; but Ilomayhnat the same moment casting a fierce 
look at the soldier, his arm faltered, and he missed his stroke, which, 
as far as can be understood, only slightly grazed the monarcirs leg. 
Providentially before he could repeat his blow, Mehter Segpki, after- 
wards better known by the title of Ferhett Khaun, came up and beat 
off the assailant ; and Homaydn, receiving from Mirza Nejeib, in ex- 
change for his own wounded charger, the pyebald horse on which he 
rude, was enabled to renew the combat with greater chance of success. 

In these circumstances of obvious hazard, a respectable and intel- 
ligent Yessawul, or exempt, of the name of Abdulwkiiab, hastened to 
announce to Homaydn the actual defection of the perfidious Ameirs; 
and seizing his horse by the bridle, freely represented the necessity of 
yielding, for the present, to the force of an over-ruling destiny With- 
out alternative, Homayun, therefore, determined on making the best of 
his way towards Zohauk, in which direction, as we have already seen, 
he had been persuaded to detach some of his most active and faithful 
generals; and the same Abdulwkiiab, and another officer of the name of 
Mahommed Amein, having undertaken to make head against the ene- 
my while he made bis retreat, he accordingly receded from the conflict^ 
accompanied by Ferhett Khaun, above-mentioned, and Sundul Khaun, 
with some few more attendants still devoted to the person of their so- 
vereign. When he had withdrawn to a short distance from the field 
of battle, Homayhn, finding himself greatly exhausted with fatigue and 
the uneasiness of his w'ound, put off his coat of mail, and delivered it 
to Sundul Khaun; and that officer, without reflecting on the conse- 
quences, in the hurry of his retreat very unguardedly threw the armour 
away; and it subsequently fell into the hands of the enemy, by whom 
it was successfully employed, as a token to induce the governor of Ka- 
bfil to surrender his charge. On the day following, the fugitive mon- 
arch was joined by more of his officers; but of ten Ameirs, including 
Shah Budauk Khaun, Medjnoun Kakshaul, and Towlek Koutchin, 

6 z 


A. H. 957. 

A. I). 1550. 

Abal I'aisael. 


VOL. III. 



906 


A. H. 057. whom he had dispatched to protect his rear and procure intelligence^ 
A T ArFaw f evinced sufficient loyalty to rejoin biA 

* master; for which, and for bis distinguished intrepidity during this 
crisis of danger, he was very deservedly advanced to the appointment 
of Kourbeggy, or captain of the imperial guards. 

On the first cessation from toil, and the pressing danger of pursuit, 
Plomayftn summoned a council of the few remaining Ameirs, in order 
to deliberate on the most advisable plan of proceeding, for the restor- 
ation of his affairs. Hadjy Mahommed Khaun, who had been in- 
vested with the government of Gheznein, and whose fidelity had be- 
come already more than questionable, proposed that they should re- 
turn immediately towards Kandahaur; that being the direction in which 
he could more conveniently withdraw to his jaguir. But this was 
instantly rejected by Homayun. Others, spurred on by the dictates 
of a more ardent courage, declared for returning without delay towards 
Kabfil ; averring that, whilst yet intoxicated with the recent unex- 
pected success, for which he was alone indebted to the treachery of 
individuals, it would not be difficult to wrest from Kamraun the fruits 
of his surreptitious victory. But the proofs of disaffection and dis- 
loyalty among those who enjoyed his confidence in an unlimited de- 
gree, were too recent in the recollection of Homayfin, to command 
any attention to these vaunting professions of zeal, however loudly 
repeated. Others again, whose views were more sincerely directed 
to the welfare of their sovereign, urged a continuance of their retreat 
into Buddukhshauij; from whence, when joined by the Mirzas Hind- 
al, Suliman, and Ibrauhim, they would be able to return with ample 
means to undertake the repossession of K&bfil, without the hazard of 
failure. To this opinion, as most consistent with prudence, and the 
exigency of his affairs, Homayfin thought fit to subscribe; and he 
prosecuted his march accordingly towards that province by the way of 
Vekab Oulung — probably the Aulung formerly mentioned. 

Here it becomes sufficiently apparent that it would be impossible 
to continue altogether the circumstantial details of Abfil Fazzel, with- 
in the narrow scope of the remaining pages of this volume ; and we 
shall therefore submit to the reader the following passages borrowed 
from the work of Colouel Dow; which will serve to bring down the 
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narrative to that period of the history when the course of events seem 
naturally to have led to the final recovery of Hindfistaun: reserving 
the sequel of the life and reign of Homayiin, for more circumstantial 
relation in the concluding chapter. 

^‘Humaioon was now in great distress for money to pay the few 
troops who had continued faithful to his fortunes. He was obliged to 
borrow the horses, camels, and merchandise, of some great caravans, 
with which he mounted and paid his troops. He privately sent Bid* 
da^BudaukJ Toglick [^Towlek KoutchinJ Mudgnow [Mudjnoun3 and 
others, to the number of ten persons, to support his interest at Cabul, 
and to send him intelligence of what passed in that city. But of all 
these Toglick alone remained true to his interest, which they now 
found was greatly declined. Soliman,lbrauhim, and Prince Hindal,re< 
turning with theirdetachments to join the king, he found himself again, 
in a condition to make an attempt to recover his kingdom; and he ac- 
cordingly marched towards Cabul. Camiran, upon the approach of 
Humaioon, came out, and drew up on the banks of the Punger [Piinj- 
sheherj, Camiran was defeated with great slaughter, and in bis flight 
he was obliged to shave his head and beard, and to escape in the dis- 
guise of a mendicant to the mountains of Limgan, [Limgh&natj. Ash- 
kary was taken prisoner, the perfidious Kirracbi fKarautchahJ fell in 
the engagement.'* 

Humaioon now returned in triumph to Cabul; w^here he enjoy- 
ed a whole year [15513 peace and festivity. Intelligence was 
brought to him that the restless Camiran was again at the bead of fif- 
teen hundred horse, while some Omrahs [Ameirs3 fled from the royal 
presence toGhizni. The king marched against liis brother, who fled 
towards the Indus, so that Humaioon without effecting any thing re- 
turned to CabAl. Camiran no sooner heard of his brother's return, 
than he returned again among the Afghans, lo raise up more disturb- 
ances. Humaioon was under the necessity of taking the field a se- 
cond time. He wrote to Byram [Beyram Khaun3 who still held the 
government of Caiidahar, to march against the Omrahs, who fled to 
Ghizni, and had invited Camiran to join them at that place. Cami- 
ran by the way of Peshawir, Bungish, and Curvez, [Gurdaizl was then 
on his march towards Ghizni: but before his arrival Byram had como 
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A.H.957-69. to Ghizni, and carried the revolted Omraha prisoners to Cabi^l. Ca. 

A. miran disappointed of his allies, returned to Peshawir, and the kingr 

Dow s Hutory. jjjg march to Cabfil.”’ 

« Before the arrival of Humaioon at his capital Mahommed, [Had- 
jy Mahommed KhaunJ one of the imprisoned Omrahs, found means, 
to escape a second time to Ghizni, from whence he was persuaded to 
return, no doubt upon the most sacred assurances of pardon. Ashkary 
[Asskerv] having preferred a petition to the king, soliciting his en- 
largement from prison, in order to perform a pilgrimage to Mecca, was 
now sent to Suliman, governor of Buddukhshaun, to .proceed to Ba- 
lich. Ashkari died in the year 961, on his way crossing the Arabian 
deserts.”* 

“ Camiran was in the mean time levying troops among the Afghans, 
and carrying on a private correspondence with Mahommed at Ghiz- 
ni. The treason was discovered, and the old traitor condemned to 
death.^ Humaioon had by this time, marched against Camiran, but 
he was surprized in his camp near Chiber [Tcheiberyaur, somewhere 
between Gundemuk and Gheznein] on the night of the twenty.first of 
Zicada 958;$ upon which occasion Prince Hindal lost his life. Ca- 
miran, however, gained no advantage but the death of his brother, be- 
ing overthrown by Humaioon, and obliged to take shelter again among 
the Patans. The king after this victory returned to Cabul, and in 
gratitude to the memory of Hindal, who had well expiated his former 
disobedience by his services and blood, he gave the daughter of that 
prince, Rixia Sultana [Bekkeiah Siiltan Begum], to his son Akbar 
in marriage. He conferred at the same time upon the royal pair, all 
the wealth of Hindal; and appointed Akbar [at this period in the 
tenth year of his age] to the command of his uncle*s troops, and to his 
government of Ghizni.” 

“ The Afghans, a few months after these transactions, rose in favor 
of Camiran. The king marched into their country which he laid 

* According to Ahfil Fazzel, he died in tlie 965th of the hidjerah [1557], in some part 
of the territory between S^ria anil Mekkah. 

t He was regularly ifnpeached and found guilty, under 1 10 several articles of accusa- 
tion, either of which is said to have deserved the biabest punishinent of the law ; and he 
was accordingly strangled, together with his brother Shah Mahommed, the accomplice* 
and reputed instigator of his crimeSw Abhl Fazzel. I 10th November* iOOir 



909 


waste with fire and sword. Finding, at last, that they got nothing but 
mischief to themselves, by adhering to Catniran, they withheld their 
aid, and expelled him from their country.** 

*'• The desolate Camiran fled to Hindbstan, and was reduced to solicit 
the protection of the emperor Selim, [Seieim Shah the son of Sheir 
Shah the Afghatij whom he beheld, by his own baseness, ruling bis 
father*8 empire. But it was not to be expected that Selim would treat 
Camiran favorably. The unfortunate fugitive fled from the court of 
Dehli,and, likea poorvagabond, sought prutectioi) from the Indian prince 
ofNagercot. [N uggurkote; according to Abu I Fazzel,it wasat Juminou 
and Maunkou ] Being from thence driven by Selim, he fled among 
the Gickers. [Guikkers, Guggurs, or Kakares] •** 

“ Hyder, one of the posterity of Feyrnfir, then reigned in Cashmire. 
He requested the assistance of Humainon to quell some disturbances 
in his kingdom. The king accordingly marched towards India, and 
crossed the Indus. Adam the prince of the Gickers, fearing the king*s 
resentment, flir giving protection to Camiran, imprisoned that unhappy 
man; and acquainted the king that he was ready to deliver him over to 
aiiv body he should be pleased to send. The king dispatched Monim, 
[\1 unnaeim, or Milineym Khaun]. to Adam, and Camiran wasaccord- 
ingly given up to him, and brought to the royal presence.** 

“ I’be Moghiil chiefs |[Gulouss>e.Tclieghatt&i, or race of Tchegha- 
t£ii] to a man solicited that he should be put to death, that he might 
distress them no more : but the king would by no means consent to im- 
brue his bands in the blood of his brother, however deserving he was of 
death. Humaioonon account of his lenity was threatened with a ge- 
neral sedition in his army; and every b(»dy openly complained of that 
merciful disposition in the king by which his subjects were so often in- 
volved in misfortunes. He was, at last, though much against his will,, 
necessitated to permit them to render Camiran blind, by means of an- 
timony .f Some time after this sentence was executed upon the un- 
fortunate prince, the kingwent to see him. Camiran immediately rose, 

* A nation settled between the Indus and the Beliaut. Ab&l Fazzel. 
i Me\l keshiduiid. The usual method of destroyinji; the evesight was, by holding a 
red-hot c opper, or brass plate, to the eye^^ until the visual nerve was annihilated. Accord- 
ing to AhAI Fazzel this operation was executed upon Mirza Kainrauii towards the close ofi‘ 
the year 960, corresponding with November or December 1503. 
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A d" u!^ 5 ' walked some steps forward to meet him, saying “ the ^lory of the 
Do w'L ' Hiatorj diniinished by visiting the unfortunate!*^ Hu- 

'imaioon immediately bursting into tears, wept very bitterly : Camiran 
endeavored to comfort him by confessing the justice of his own pun- 
ishment; and byway of expiating his crimes requc^sted leave to proceed 
on a pilgrimage to Mecca* The request was granted, and he went by 
the way of Sind. [Tattahj. Having resided three years at Mecca, he 
he died in that place, in the year 964 * He left one son Carem, who 
was, some time after his father's [Homayun'sJ death, assassinated by 
the order of Akbar in the fort of Guaher; Camiran had also three 
daughters 

“ Humaioon being now delivered from the restless spirit of Camiran, 
began to extend his dominions* He first turned his arms totvards 
Cashmire. Selim the Patan emperor of India having at that time ad- 
vanced to the Indus, his omrahs represented to Humaioon that if he 
should enter Cashmire, as there was but one pass through which he 
could return, that Selim might block up his rear, and reduce him to 
great distress* The king, however, would not listen to their represen- 
tations, but marohed towards Cashmire. Having advanced about half- 
way, a mutiny arose in the army, and the greatest part of the omrahs 
refused to proceed, while others actually returned to Cab6l. This ob- 
liged Humaioon to take a circuit by way of Sind, ordering a fort called 
Bickeram to be built in his route* In Bickeram he left a garrison under 
one Secunder.”J 

^‘When the king arrived in Cabul, [in the early part of the year 961], 

* According to Abi!l Fazzel, lie died at Meina, orMeena* of wliich name there still ap- 
pears a town near the entrance of the Gulf of Persia* on the lltfi of ZiHiudje of the year 904; 
correspoiiding with the 4th of October 1557; after haTing thrice performed the pilgrhiiage 
to Mekkah* 

*t According to Ferisbtsdi, Kamraon left one son whose name was Ab6lkaussem Mirza; 
who was imprisoned by Akbar in the fortress of Gwaliar* some time in the 974th of the hid- 
jerah; and who was finally put to death by that prince, when he was proceeding to quell the 
rebellion of Khaun-e-Zemaun. His three daughters were all of them united*to suitable 
husbands. 

X According to AbAl Faz/el the fortress of Bikraum was that more generally known by 
the name of Pesliawer, which had been destroyed by the Afghans; and which Homaydii now 
caused to be repaired, and put in a state of defence, leaving Sekunder Khaun, an Ouabek 
chief, in command. 
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he sent bis son Akbar to his government of Gbizni, under chaise of 
Jellkl.” 

“ In the course of this year, Humaioon became jealous of Byram, by 
the calumny of some of his courtiers, who pretended that that great 
man was carrying on intrigues with the Persian government. The 
king marched towards Candahar by the way of Ghizni. Byram, who 
was quite innocent of the charge, w hen be heard of the king’s approach, 
came out with five or six friends only, to congratulate him on his ar- 
rival, and to lay his oflTeringsat his feet. The calumniators were dis- 
graced, and he himself loaded with favors. 

“ Much about this time, [towards the close of 1553, after Homayfin 
had returned to Kahbl] an address was received trom the inhabitants 
of Delhi and Agra, acquainting Flumaioon that Selim the Afghan em- 
peror of India was dead; and that all the tribes of the Patans were en- 
gaged in a civil war, that it was therefore a proper opportunity for the 
king to return and take possession of his empire. The king being one 
day on a hunting party, told some of his Omrahs that he was very un- 
easy in his mind, about the execution of his designs upon llimlostan.. 
Someof them who weredesirousofmakingtheattempt, consul red among 
themselves, and hit upon a successful stratagem to bring the king to an 
immediate decision. They therefore told him there was an old method 
of divination by sending a person before, and asking the names of the 
three first persons he met, from which a conclusion good or bad might 
be formed according to their meaning. The king being naturally super- 
stitious, ordered this to be done. He sent three horsemen in tront,who 
were to come back, and acquaint him of the answers they received. The 
first who returned told the king that he had met with a traveller whose 
name was Dowlat — fortune or prosperity, [perhaps Augustus]. The 
next brought advice that he met a man who called himself Murkd— 
desire or inclination ; and the third that he met was a villager whose 
name was S^dit — happiness.” 

Thus far we have been induced to avail ourselves of the brief narra- 
tive furnished by Colonel Dow on the authority of Ferishtah, although 
the succession of events be given with considerable variation, and cer- 
tainly in more satisfactory detail, by the elaborate pen of .4bul FazzeJ.. 
To him therefore we shall recur for the concluding chapter of this work. 
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CHAP. XV. 

B efore we enter fully into the proceedings of Homayidn, prepa- 
ratory to the recovery of his dominions in Hindidstaun, there is an 
obvious propriety in taking a cursory survey of the transactions in that 
country, subsequent to the death of Sheir Shah; who expired, as we 
have already seen, on the eleventh of the former Rebbeia, of the nine 
hundred and fifty second of the hidjerab,* after having exercised all 
the functions of supreme power, without a competitor, fora period of 
five years, two months, and thirteen days. To him, through the inter- 
vention of the Ameirs on the spot, and at the expiration of eight days 
after his demise, succeeded his youngest son, Seleim Khaun; who was 
permitted, in the language of our author, to continue the same system 
of ambitious policy, for a further period of eight years, five months, 
and twenty one days, occasionally contending for the sovereignty, with 
his elder brother Auddel Khaun, and with Khowauss Khaun the lieu- 
tenant general, and originally the slave of his father. 

Seleim Khaun is described to have made himself notorious through- 
out his own and the neighboring states, by his capricious follies, by his 
fraudulent practices to obtain possession of the property of those sub- 
ject to his authority, and by his propensity to squander, without dis- 
crimination or object, the accumulated treasures which, by a mere 
contingency, had fallen to his lot. But since it is ever inauspicious to 
resist the authority of the sovereign, however irregularly constituted, 
the designsofhisopponents terminated, ingeneral, unfavorably for them- 
selves. During a part of his reign he was engaged in various attempts 
to subjugate the rival tribe of Niauzy, who, under their leader Heybet 
Khaun, f had contrived to get possession of the Punjaub; and he finally 
succeeded in driving them for protection into the mountains of Kash* 
* 22nd of May 1545. 't Entitled Auzem ilomaydn. 
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meir, where they are said to have disappeared into M t. Hellauk.* Sc- a. H. mj. 

leim was, also, for some time employed in operations against the Gik- 
1 -u-k-L i_ Abul Fazzcl 

kers, already so often described as possessing the territory between the 

Indus and the Behaut; but as these latter were attached with some de- 


gree of fidelity to the exiled house of Teymur, his efforts in that quarter 
were destined to be unsuccessful. He, however, completed the for- 
tress of Rohtass, which had been commenced by his father; and, among 
the mountains of Sewaulek, or adjoining to them, conceiving some su- 
perstitious fears for the safety of his person, he erected the fort of 
Maunkout. 


Subsequent to this, jealous of the designs of the turbulent Afghans, 
and tormented by the misgivings of his ow^n conscience, Seleim Khaun 
resided, for a long time, in the impregnable fortress of Gwaliar. Ne- 
vertheless, although his behavior towards his soldiers is described to 
have been such as to have given, to them at least, universal dissatisfac- 
tion, he is acknowledged to have conducted himself towards his sub- 
jects ill general, with unimpeachable integrity. But, unless his cha- 
racter became changed as he advanced in years, we do not clearly per- 
ceive how this is to be reconciled with the former statement. He died, 
however, on the twenty second of Zilkaudah of the year 960, "f having 
devised the succession, by will, to his son Feyrouz Khaun, a minor. 
In a few days this ill-destined youth was barbarously madeaw'ay with 
by his uncle, Mubaurez Khaun, the son of Nizaum Khaun, who, it 
will be remembered, was younger brother to Sheir Khaun; the assassin, 
together with the throne of his murdered nephew, usurping the ill- 
assorted title of Auddel Mahommed. It is here remarked, as a singular 
circumstance in the history of human events, that not only the son of 
the Nizaum Khaun just mentioned should have attained to sovereign 
power,but that the husbands of his threedaughters should, eachof them, 
have arisen to similar pre-eminence among their cotemporaries. These 
were the Scleim Khaun above noticed; and Sekunder Khaun Sour, 
and Ibrauhim Sour, both of them destined to occupy a place in the re- 
cord of A bill Fazzel. 


The usurper Auddel Mahommed, wholly devoted to his pleasures, 
• 1 am not clear that this does not signify •• that they were swallowed up in destruction,*' 
They were in fact cut off hy the Ka&limiriaDs. t 20th of Nuvcuiber. 1553 
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very soon consigned the affairs of governinent to the discretion of the 
celebrated Heimd, or Himmd; a man, according to our author, who 
by flattering the propensities of his superiors, contrived, from the very 
dregs of society, to raise himself, in the course of a. few years, to the 
most elevated dignities in the state. Of this new adventurer it be- 
comes here unavoidably necessary to speak somewhat at large. 

Himmii then, from nature, possessed neither the advantages of an 
illustrious decent, the graces of person, nor the felicities of a virtu- 
ous mjnd; but providence, for purposes inscrutable to human discern- 
ment, seems to have selected him fur elevated rank, in order, perhaps, 
as in many other instances, to punish the vices of the wicked, by pla- 
cing them under the authority of one more profligate, and abandoned, 
than the worst of themselves. Small in stature, as comprehensive in 
understanding, this man was a native of Reiwaury, in the district of 
Meivaut, and belonged to the cast of Douhsser; the very lowest class 
ofpetty shop-keepers in Hindflstaun— hisoccupation being, indeed, that 
of a retailer of salt in one of the most wretched back streets of (he town. 
Becoming, however, in process of time, through his indefatigable assi- 
duities, one of the tradesmen of the court of Seleim Khaun, he was, 
through a continuance of the same intriguing and artful system, finally 
enrolled among the officers of the household, to that monarch. 

Of the itifluence thus obtained, he wickedly availed himself to bring 
everyspeciesof misfortune, and distress, upon those unhappilyexposed 
to the operation of his malice. And yet, while decorating his house 
with the pillage of the oppressed, and secretly advancing his own cor- 
rupt and selfish designs, by all the means in his power, did he outwardly 
profess that he was exerting himself to promote the interests of his 
master. Far be it from me to intimate, exclaims our author, that he' 
was amassing wealth for the use of his sovereign, and thus compelling 
him to strike the hatchet into his own foot. Yet it is obvious to re- 
mark, that many a ruler among the faithful has been implicated in the 
most serious errors, when desirous, in the pressure of business, of 
searching into the private life of individuals, he has condescended to 
employ the services of odious and profligate informers ; considering, 
perliaps, that such means are warranted when the object is the punish- 
ment of crimes. It would, nevertheless, be well to reflect *tbat, al- 
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though in employing these unworthy instruments, they may have flat- 
tered themselves that the fame and honor of obedient and truly Joyal 
subjects can never be seriously affected, still these men, with fair exte- 
rior and malice in their hearts, once flncKng their opportunity, seldom 
scruple, however, specious the pretence, to attack the most loyal, where 
they perceive the prospect of private advantage; and that, in giving ear 
to such miscreants, they .nay have forgotten the selfish view’s by which 
they are actuated, and encouraging suspicions to the disadvantage of 
their very best friends, have thus unconsciously labored to their own 
destruction. 

However, this may be, such was the influence which, through his 
specious manners, the artful Himmti succeeded in securing over the 
mind of Seleim Khaun, that he was finally obtruded into a principal 
share in the management of every department in the state. And, when 
upon the death of that prince, the government of the oppressed nations 
of Hindustaun devolved, with the title of Auddel Mahommed, to the 
usurper Mubaurez, the upstart discovered in the latter a total ignorance of 
affairs, he experienced but little difficulty in appropriating to himself the 
entire superintendance. Thus exalted to the highest power in the em- 
pire, he left the simple Mubaurez, who received from his contempora- 
ries the appellative of Auddily,for his imbccility,nothiiig but the name 
and shadow of the sovereign authority. Further extending bis ambi- 
tious views, the perfidious Himmu then proceeded to possess himself 
of the treasures of Sheir Khaun and his successor, together with their 
establishment of elephants; dissipating, without remorse, and with la- 
vish prodigality, the fruits of so many sanguinary victories, and thus 
engaging anumerous train of sordid and mercenary flatterers to promote 
his designs. He now, for a short time, assumed the title ofSunput Riti; 
but not long afterwards he usurped the more exalted one of Rfkjah, to- 
gether with the name of Bikramaujit — at once absurdly and stupidly ar- 
rogating to himself the designation of an illustrious monarch, while he 
craftily continued the empty title of king to the pageant Auddily. 

Nevertheless, he is acknowledged to have obtained many signal vic- 
tories, over the enemies of his weak and luxurious master; and by some 
acts of surprising prowess, and consummate military skill, to liavees- 
tablisbedia claim to the applause and admiration ofall who heard of him. 


A. n. 901. 
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To 8uch a height of grandeur, indeed, was he elevated by the power 
of fortune, [operating, it is to be presumed, together with some degree 
of talentj that we find him at last opposing himself to the armies of the 
imperial Akbar; but as the character of that illustrious monarch was the 
touchstone of every quality, as might have been expected, he totally 
failed in the test; and both the schemes, and the existence, of this 
swarthy upstart, were finally swallowed up in the surpassing glory of 
his just and triumphant adversary. 

But as the subject thas hus led us to anticipate the course of the 
history, by some years, it becomes again necessary to recur to the pro* 
ceedings of the unworthy Auddel Mahonnmed, whose example was 
calculated to excite nothing but contempt and derision. The result, 
almost natural of such imbecility of conduct, was the appearance of 
rival competitors in different parts of the empire; and among these, not 
the least formidable, was Ahmed Khaun Sour, the husband of one of 
the daughters of Nizaum Khaun, who held the government of the Puu- 
jaub, and who now boldly aspired at the supreme authority, assuming 
the title of Sekunder Khaun : while Mahommed Khaun, who was 
nearly allied in blood to the warlike Sheir Khaun, and had for some 
time exercised the functions of government in Bengal, aimed at 
similar independence in that quarter. Nearer home, Ibrauhim Khaun 
Sour, who was married to the third of the daughters ot Nizaum Khaun, 
as formerly stated, laid claim to the sovereign power over the whole 
of Hinddstaun. Shujayut Khaun, by the multitude nicknamed Su* 
jawul, [the liberal perhaps] exhibited similar pretensions, and raised 
the standard of independence in Malwah; and in short the national tur- 
bulence of the Afghans broke out into scenes of commotion and revolt, 
in almost every quarter of this devoted country. 

Sekunder Khaun, with the troops of the Piinjaiib, and the lawless 
banditti whom he had collected in that qiiaiter,proceeded towardsAgrah; 
while Auddel Mahommed and Ibrauhim Sour, both directed their oper- 
ations upon the same point. Through the craft of HimmA, Auddel 
Mahommed was, however, finally persuaded to withdraw to the east- 
ward; but, in the vicinity of Agrab, a battle took place between Sekuo- 
der Khaun and Ibrajj^him Sour, in which the latter was totally defeated, 
and compelled to seek for safety in flight. His father, Ghauzzi Khaun 
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Sour, who was in possession of Beiaunah, retired, however, and suc- 
cessfully defended himself in the fortress of that name. The power of 
Sekunder Khaun was, in the mean time, prodigiously advanced, the 
whole of the territory from the Indus to the Ganges, submitting in ge- 
neral to his authority; and having now an immense force at his dispo- 
sal, he prepared, in order to establish his sole authority on the destruc- 
tion of his competitors, to proceed into the provinces eastward of the 
Ganges. But his aspiring projects were at once suspended by the re- 
ports which at this crisis reached him, that [luina\{kn was actually on 
his march, with the avowed design of recovering Hindiisiaun; and he 
found It accordingly expedient to detacli a great part of his army, under 
Tatar Khaun and lieybut Khaun, fur the immediate protection of the 
Punjauh. 

Mahommed Khaun, on the other hand, who had asserted his inde- 
pendence in Bengal, evinced, at the same time, a determination to vin- 
dicate his authority, against Auddel Mahommed and all other oppo- 
nents. In the vicinity otTchepeiki itah, [perhaps the Chiicut of Dow, 
about thirty miles from Caljn ] after several previous contingencies, he 
was at last encountered by .Auddel Mahommed and his minister Him- 
mh, and perished in the confliet. This event is described to have pla- 
ced the treasures of Sheir Khaun and Seleim Khaun at the entire dis- 
posal of the crafty Himm6; who was thus enabled toprosecute his views 
of private ambition with greater notoriety, and additional success. In 
such circumstances he gave battle, with unvarying good fortune, suc- 
cessively tolbrauhim Khaun Sour, and the other chiefs who opposed 
his designs, being victorious in every conflict; his daring intrepidity 
carrying him triumphantly through every difficulty, although from some 
deformity or personal defect, he was unable to ride on horseback, and 
usually fought from his litter mounted on an elephant. It is, at the same 
time further insisted upon, that for all his surprising successes— -suc- 
cesses which surpassed the calculations of all w ho heard of them — he 
was in a great measure indebted to the unsparing distribution which he 
made of theaccumulated treasures, that bad, in a manner, gratuitously 
fallen into his hands. 

After his victory in the neighborhood of Agrah, the attention ofSle*> 
kuader Khaun Sour bad been directed, as we hate already observed, 
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A. (101-62. towards Baliar and Bengal; where, on the death of the late Mahommed 

Khezzer Khaun, in the first place, seated himself on 
* the throne with the title of Bahauder Shah, and latterly, on the de- 
mise of Bahauder Sliah, his brother succeeded to the kingdom of Ben- 
gal, with the title of Sultan Jullaul-ud'dein. At the same time, these 
provinces were menaced on the part of Auddel Mahommed, and 
Himmu; whose exertions, fur a season, were fully employed in repress- 
ing the designs of their numerous adversaries in different quarters. 
But it would be premature, in this place, to enter more at large into the 
history of these minor events ; and the narrative must therefore now 
recur to the main and original channel. 

Homayun became no sooner substantially apprized of the distractions 
which thus afflicted the unhappy nations of Hind^staun, from one 
extremity of the empire to the other, than he determined, without fur- 
ther delay, on carrying into execution the design which had so long 
engaged his contemplations. Leaving therefore the females of his fa- 
mily, with his younger son, at Kabul, the government of which was, 
on this orcasion, consigned to Munnaeim KliMin, he proceeded, abrmt 
tile nii(ldle*of Zilhudje of the nine hundred and sixty Brst of the hid- 
jerah,* towards the Indus. Akbar,who bad now entered his thirteenth 
year, and who had already exhibited proofs ofa vigour of understand* 
ing beyond all precedent, accompanied the expedition; and the most 
trivial occurrences on the march, were industriously exaggerated into 
indubitable prognostications of the renown which was to illustrate the 
destiny of this favorite scion of the stock of Teymur. The m hole force 
that accompanied the standard of Homay Bn on anenterprize of so much 
magnitude, is stated, however, to have fallen short of three thousand 
men; the faithful Beyram Khaun having remained behind at KabBI, for 
the final arrangment of some of the affairs of the monarchy,aDd to com- 
plete his own equipments. 

On the last day of Mohurrim, of the year nine hundred and sixty 
two,* the royal army encamped near Bikraum— >the modern Peshawir; 
where the exertions of Sekuuder the Oiizbek appeared so satisfactory 
to UnmayBn, that he immediately conferred upon him the title of 
iChauq. On the fifth of the succeeding month of Suffur,^ the imperial 
* tOth or 12th ofNoven^l^, 1554. 1 34tb of December, 1554. } S9th of December* 
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standard was displayed on the western bank of that branch of the In- 
dus called the Nilaub. Here HoroayCkn found it advisable to make 
a halt of three days, during which he, was joined, as might have been 
expected, by Beyram Khaun from Kabhi. During the saiAe period, 
intelligence was conveyed to him that Tatar Khaun Kaushy, who had 
been entrusted with a considerable force for the defence of Rohtass, 
had abandoned that place, the moment he became apprized that the 
Tcheghataian army had reached the Indus. 

In consideration of some former, and even recent, proofs of attach- 
ment on the part of Sultan Audem, the Gikker chief, Homayun was 
induced, at this crisis, to dispatch a letter inviting him to his presence; 
but, as his evil destiny would have it, the temporizing zt-niindaury 
spirit prevailed with that chief to decline the invitation; on the plea 
that he was under eng-igements to Sek under Sour, who had carried 
away one of his sons, as an hostage for his fidelity. He alleged, indeed, 
with some plausibility, that were he to appear in the imperial camp, 
he would not only be chargeable with breach of faith, but expose, per- 
haps, an only son to certain destruction. Such an apology appeared, 
however, insufficient to the officers of Homayfin; and they accordingly 
suggested that this man should be disposed of, before they proceeded 
any further. But it seemed otherwise to Homaydn, who rros^od the 
Indus in force shortly afterwards; and the Afghans, who still hovered 
in the neighborhood of Rohtass, having dispersed in various directions, 
the march of the imperial troops w'as every where unmolested, and the 
inhabitants of the country were permitted on all sides to enjoy that 
repose, which is to be found alone under the protection of a just and 
magnanimous government. 

On reaching Kalanour,the Ameirs Shahaiib-ud-dein Ahmed Khaun, 
Ashruf Khaun, and Ferhutt Khaun, were dispatched by HomayAn to 
Labour, w'ith a demand that, in order to avert the calamities to which 
the city might otherwise be exposed, the prayer for the sovereign, and 
the coinage of the country, should ruu in his name. About the same 
time, Beyram Khaun, accompanied by a respectable force under the 
Ameirs Tereddy Beg Khaun, Eskunder Khaun, Khezzer Khaun 
zaurah, and Issm&eil Beg, proceeded against Nesseib Khaun Punj- 
bheyah, who had established himself in the town of Berhaunah. Ho-. 
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mayiin in person descended towards Lahour.wliich he entered without 
opposition, on the second of the latter Rebbeia.* Towards the con- 
clusion of the same month, intelligence was received that Shahbauz 
Khaun, a distinguished Afghan commander, had assembled a large 
force of his nation at Deibalpour, [on the Setlije], with which he was 
evidently preparing for some offensive design : and the Ameirs Shah 
AbAl Maally, Ally Kfily Khaun Sheibauny, or Shebiauny, Ally Kfily 
Khaun Enderauby, and Mahommed Khaun Jullfkeir, with a chosen 
division of the army, were immediately detached towards that quarter. 
The Afghan stood his ground with determined resolution, and a very 
severe conflict ensued; in which, through the ardent impetuosity of 
youth, the young Seyud Shah Abul Maally was for some time exposed 
to imminent danger. From this he was, however, seasonably rescued 
by the valour and exertions of Ally Kiily Khaun; and the Afghans 
were finally defeated with considerable slaughter, after which the vic- 
tors returned to Labour. 

It will here be necessary to attend for a short time to the proceed- 
ings of Beyram Khaun, and the division employed against Nesseib 
Khaun, above noticed; and it appears that on the arrival of the Moghfil 
general in the district of Berhaunah, the Afghan fled after a slight re- 
sistance, leaving a considerable booty, in specie and effects, together 
with the whole of his family, at the mercy of his assailants. Under 
the plea of a vow which he alleged to have heard his master make, 
that there should be no prisoners, should providence ever enable him 
to undertake the recovery of Hindu8taun,Beyram Khaun, with enlight- 
ened humanity, caused the whole of the Afghan families, without dis- 
tinction, to be collected together, and without the slightest injury con- 
veyed immediately to the camp of Nesseib Khaun. He dispatched, 
at thesame time, intelligence of his victory to Homayfin, together with 
the due proportion of the booty, in elephants, treasure, and other va- 
luable effects. Beyram Khaiinthenadvancedto Jalinder, awell known 
post between the Beyah and the eastern branch of the Setlije; but here, 
in consequence of a misunderstanding between the imperial generals, 
although the Afghans continued determined on flight, they were per- 
mitted to carry off^he whole of their property. 


* 23dofFebraary lA&ft. 
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The dispute between the generals being, however, accommodated, 
t!»rough the interposition of the royal authority, Beyram Khaun estab- 
lished his head-quarters at Jalinder; distributing the troops under his 
orders with their respective leaders, in the neighboring districts on 
either hand. Among these the district of Matchiwaurah being allotted 
to Sek under Khaun, [the OuzbekJ that commander coiictiving that 
he saw a favorable opportunity, made a movement forwards, and look 
possession of Sehriud, with a very great accumitlation of booty. Just 
at such a crisis, Tatar Khaun, and lleyb>it Khaun, and Mubaurek 
Kliaun, with a superior force of Afghans, made their appearance from 
the side of Dehh’ ; and Sek under, now co.osidering that it would be 
the extreme of imprudence to remain at Sehrind, retreated without 
delay to J.dinder. By tliis he incurred the displeasure of Beyram 
Khaun; who iiisisted that he should have maintained his ground at 
Sehrind, and, in conformity with the maxims of military' discipline, re- 
portcfl his situation to his general. After considerable debate it was 
indeed determined, by a majority of voices, to advance altogether from 
Jalinder; and the whole proceeded, accordingly, towards .Matchiwau- 
rah. Nevertheless, it was still objected, on the part of Mahommed 
Khaun, and other respectable olHcers, that it would be extremely im- 
prudent to cross the Sctlije, so near the setting in of the rains; and that 
under present circuinsrances, the most advisable plan was to secure the 
diffi rent fords and ferrying places, and to defer the passage of the river, 
until the violence of the season should have abated. But the general 
was not to be withdrawn from his purpose; and being supported by 
the declarations ofMoulana Peir Mahommed, and Mahommed Kaus- 
sem Neyshapoury, and Hevder Kflly Beg Shaumli^, and many others 
of the most distinguished veterans, he finally proceeded across the Set- 
Jije, leaving Tereddy Beg Khaun, and the Amcirs of the opposite opin- 
ion, to follow at their leisure. 

Beyram Khaun then distributed his force into four columns, retain- 
ing the centre column to himself; Kbezzer Kliaun hlazaurah was pla- 
ced in command of that on the right, and Tereddy Beg Khaun, who 
had not remained long behind, received charge of that on the left; 
while Sekunder Khaun, with a select body of troops, formed the fourth 
column, in advance. The Afghans, informed of the inadequate strength 
with which the royal troops had crossed the Setlije, hastened without 
VOL. III. 6 B 
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A D meet them; and one day, late in the afternoon, with numbers 

A b 4li'az«cl ‘ K*’*'®**^' superior, proceeded to give them battle. The Mogh6l gene- 
rals had previously selected an advantageous position, by the side of a 
considerable fresh water lake, in which to try their strength with the 
enemy; and a severe andobstinateconflict accordingly ensued, in which, 
bvfore victory could decide for either party, night overshadowed the 
combatants. The action continued, however, with little intermission; 
and an adjoining villg||B being set on fire, as it would appear bv the 
Afghans, they thus became, without intendtn? it, the instruments of 
theirown destruction. For the light from the flames extending to but a 
little distance around, hut exposing them without cover to the fire 
of their adversaries, they perished in heaps; while every shot from them 
being dealt at random through the surrounding gloom, passed harmless 
through the air. They stood their ground, however, uniil the expira- 
tion of the third watch of the night; alter which the> fled in the ut- 
most consternation, leaving to their opponents a complete victory, with 
all their elephants, and a very considerable booty. 

On the day following, the victorious M(»ghuls proceeded toSehrind, 
where Beyram Khaun determined to remain for the present, only de- 
taching a division in advance under Ally Kiily Shebiauny, who had 
recently j<>ined him. 

Apprized, on the other hand, of these alarming successes on the 
part of the Moghuls, Sekuiidcr Sour, at the head of eighty thousand 
horse, with an equipment in other respects most formidably prepared 
for resistance, advanced to repel the invaders; Beyram Khaun dis- 
creetly confining himself to the w'orks of Sehriiid, which he strength- 
ened by all the means in his power, and dispatching, by repeated mes- 
sengers, to announce his danger, and to solicit the immediate support 
of Uomaxfin. At this crisis the emperor happened to labour, rather 
unseasonably, under an attack of the cholic, and he was therefore con- 
strained to dt legate his son, the youthful and already ardent A kbar, to 
lake bis place at the head of the army. Before the troops had, how- 
ev r, proceeded to any considerable distance from Labour, the health 
of ll«>ma>un became sufficiently re-established; and he was induced, 
not less from motives of prudence, than from the impatience of sepa- 
ration from hisdarlingson, to assume the personal command of tbearmy. 
In the mean time, he conferred the government of Labour upon Ferhutt 
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Khaun, and the foujedaury of the Punjaub on the P4pouss Beg so fre- 
quently mentioned in the preceding narrative; while Mirza Shah Sultan 
and Mehter Jouher, were on this occasion nominated to the posts of 
Amein and Khezzaunahdaur, the judicial and fiscal administrations 
of the province. 

The garrison ofSehrinJ had gallantly sustained the attacks of an ene- 
my tremcnd(<usly superior, for a period of fifteen days, when, to their 
infinite joy, on the evening of the seventh of i^udjub of the nine hun- 
dred and sixty-second of the hidjerah,* the army of llomayun present- 
ed itself on the plains before the town. The emperor established his 
head quarters in a garden close to the place ; and a plan of operations, 
that seemed best calculated to bring these hostilities to a successful 
termination, was here definitively arranged. The army was in the pre- 
sent instance formed into four separate divisions, calculated to act in- 
dependently of each other; one under the immediate command of llo- 
mayun, another tinder that of the heir apparent, the third under Shah 
Abiil Maally, and the fourth under the able and warlike Beyram 
Khaun. Many a partial conflict now ensued, in which equal gallan- 
try and self-devotion was repeatedly exhibited on either sidi ; hut as 
the bodies of the slain appear to have been with no less decency than 
humanity, mutually delivered over forsepulture,to thesurvivingfriends 
of either party, as tlie occasion required, this circumstance, for reasons 
not easily discovered, unless it is that barbarous nations have no mo- 
tive for virtue but superior force, furnished, to the inexperienced, mat- 
ter for apprehension that the issue of the contest would be unfavorable 
to the imperialists ; more especially when they contemplated the ex- 
treme disparity on the part of the latter. Others, however, better in- 
structed in the motives of human action, drew, from the undaunted 
bearing of liomay un’s troops, the most encouraging presage of final vic- 
tory; and more than all from the invincible fortitude of their sovereign, 
who was himself at once the example, and the source of confidence, 
to all around him. 

Without producing any material advantage to either party, hostili- 
ties bad thus continued for the space of nearly thirty days; when on 
the second of the month of Shabaun,‘f the duties of the army being on 
that day entrusted to the division of young Akbar, a considerable part 
* 27th of May, 1555. temp: Phil: & Mar: t 2lkt of June, lb&5. 
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of the division under the orders of Kbaujah Mauzzem, and Auttekah 
Khaun, became seriously engaged with a body of the enemy, under 
Kalapahar, the brother of Sekunder Sour, in person. As the circum* 
stanceof a general action was, at the moment, little in the contemplation 
of the parties, the usual preparatory arrangements appear to have been 
entirely omitted; yet, such being the appointment of destiny, the battle 
soon extended itself in such a manner as gradually to draw within its 
vortex the whole forcej#' the contending armies. The issue proved, 
however, decidedly favorable to the hopes of the youthtui hero. Tlie 
day terminated, after considerable slaughter among the Afghans, in 
the most signal victory on the part of the Moghuls; and an incalculable 
booty, fell as usual on this spot, to the lot of the victors. Sekunder, 
with the remnant of his troops, drew off towards the mountains which 
enclose the territory of the Punjaub, to the northward, lie did not, 
however, effect his retreat without imminent personal hazard; for being 
closely pursued by a soldier of the troops of Khaujah Musauffery, and 
unable to disengage his sword from the scabbard to defend himself, it 
is something surprising that he should, in such circumstances, have at 
last escaped either death or captivity. 

In the midst of triumphs, sufficiently splendid, observes our author, 
to prostrate the stiongest mind, Homaydn, on his part, preserved his 
equanimity unshaken. With admirable good sense and forecast, he 
seemed, indeed, to comport himself in a measure exactly fitted to the 
gradations of his good fortune. How’ever signal the success which 
had crowned his exertions, he declared that it was a consummation 
for which he was by no means unprepared; since it was his invariable 
rule to keep his wishes 8ut»sei vieiit to that humble obedience which 
Was «iue frotii him to his creator. He had, as he alleged, uniformly 
endeavoured, moreover, to regulate his actions on three fixed and pre- 
determined principles; first of all, integrity of design; secondly, energy 
inexecuiion; and thirdly, moderation in success — never presuming to 
arrogate to himsi If any merit in the accomplishment of his views how- 
ever complete, nor to ascribe the issue to any other source than what 
was derived from the agi ncy of a just and unerring providence. In 
short, to afford at once an example of humility to the powerful, and 
to attest the fulnes of his gratitude, Homayun, far from permitting 
these just coucepiions to expire in mere meutal ackiiowledgementSy 
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proceeded on the spot, and in the face of the world, to offer in repeated 
prostrations, his pious tribute of praise and thanksgiving to the supreme 
disposer of events. 

And here the author conceives hitiTself justified in the further re- 
mark, that although, among the examples of achievement which, on 
former occasions, produced the subjugation of Hiudfistaun, the victo- 
ry of the warlike Haber might be instanced as a modil to all futurity; 
yet, whether we consider tlie astonishing di^paiity of force by w hich it 
was gained, or tlie immensity of the booty which was the result, with 
those who are capable of appreciating the circumstances, that victory 
will scarcely bear a comparison with the triumphant issue of the con- 
flict at Sehriiid, for which, indeed, in all the records of ages past, there 
will seldom, if ever, be found a parallel. It remains to state, that the 
battl ' was (ought exactly at the summer solstice, and during a tempest 
of wind and ram ; w hich, at the same time that it occasioned the de- 
struction of multitudes of the vanquished, nevertheless, by retarding the 
pursuit, furnished to thousands an opportunity of escape from the car- 
nage, which would otherwise have been denied them. 

Secure in his victory, Homa^fin became anxious to ascertain the me- 
rit of those who liad particularly distinguished themselves intliebit- 
tle ; but as there appeared to exist, with respect to the individuals to 
whom tliesuccess of the (lay was to be pre-eminently asciibed, a consi- 
derable difference of opinion, he referred the matter to the discussion 
of his generals, with instructions to submit to him a report on the sub- 
ject. In truth, intoxicated with vanity, and the transitory renown of 
some recent unimportant successes, Shah Abul Maally indiscree tly 
conceived that the glory ol tliis transcendent victory was duetobim- 
sell ; while the veteran Bt yram Khauu, considering that the wrhole 
scheme of the expedition originated with him, and who had in reality, 
from the commencement of tlie service to the triumphant close, uni- 
formly supported the (^pinion of his master, against a majority of his 
council, contended, with anxious solicitude, that the principal merit 
rested also with him. Nevertheh'ss, others who Xk fleeted more deeply, 
and with less partial considerations on the subject, and who moreover 
recollected that the battle had been fought, and the victory achieved, 
under the immediate auspices of the princely Akhar, listened, w'ith 
avowed displeasure, to these subordinate and arrogant claims; and tha 
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matter was, to the general satisfaction of all, finally set at rest by the 
derision of Homaybii, who determined that the honors of the victory 
bflongedjin justice, to his heroic son, not yet arrived at theageof puberty. 

But among the circumstances which, at this crisis of prosperity, 
produced considerable surprise, the author is constrained to mention 
the discovery of a suspicious correspondence between Khaujah Maiiz* 
zem, and the vanquished Sekunder Sour; anaong whose papers several 
letters from that chiefNivn were found, reflecting, in insolent terms, on 
the conduct and characlcrof his sovereign. These letters were of course 
communicated to Homayun; who evinced no small d« gree of asto- 
nishment at such a discovery, and very naturally demanded some sort 
of explanation of a proceeding that appeared so unaccountably ungrate- 
ful. As the facts were undeniable, the accused nobleman endeavored 
to exculpate himself on the very ingenious plea, that the letters were 
written with the express design that they should fall into the hands 
of Homayfiti; in order to afford him one of those opportunities for the 
exercise of his well known clemency of disposition, of which he never 
neglected to avail himself. And in this he might now indulge, by 
conferring upon the writer, such advancement in rank and dignity, as 
by bis former services he might be thought entitled to. Although 
this plea was rather too singular to be entirely successful, the accused 
w'as no furtfier punished, than by being consigned to the safe keeping 
of one of the officers of the court, who was probably responsible foi 
his person. 

Having provided, in an adequate degree, for the security of Sehrind, 
Homayun now prosecuted his march towards Dehly,and came to Sa- 
roaunah. From the latter place it was found advisable, at this crisis, 
to detach a competent force under Shah Abfil Maallyand other respect- 
able commanders, towards Labour; in order to defeat any designs 
against that province, on the part of Sekunder Sour, should he find 
himself in sufficient strength to descend from the mountains. The 
administration of the government of the Punjanb was, at the same 
lime, transferred in chief to the same Shah Abill Maally, assisted by 
the officers subordinate to his authority. Not less invited by the ame- 
nity of the situation, than impeded by the heaviness of the rains. Ho- 
mayAn had determined to remain at Samaunah,for some time: but a 
dispatch from Sekunder Kbaun [the OuzbekJ arriving just at this pe- 
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riod, to announce that he had already taken possession of Dehly, with- a. H. 962. 
out resistance on the part of the enemy, and urp;ing the expediency of ^ o i.->S5, 
his early appearance on the spot, in order to ascend the throne of Hin- 
dustaun,hefound itadvisable to alter his plan; and he accordingly quit- 
ted Samaunah. On Thursday the first of Ramzaun,* he reached the 
station ot SeleimL’uddah, somewhere on the Jumna, to the north-ward 
of Dehly; and, on the fourth of the same month, “j* he finally entered 
that ancient metropolis. On thtir way to the toi^n on tliis occasion, 
young Akbar, to the astonishment of tiiose who saw him, contrived to 
kill a Neii.ihgao with his sword only, a circumstance which was very 
easily converted into an omen most auspicious to the cause; and Ko- 
mayfin, who had forborne the use ot animal food from the commence- 
ment ot the expedition, gave orders that a part ot this should be je rk- 
ed, or preserved dry, for his first ui''al,at the conclusion of the fast of 
Kainzaun. 

Thus once more in possession of Dehly, Ilomayun proceeded to 
make a distribution of the recovered territory among his principal fol- 
lowers ; and first of all, he assigned to the vassals of young Akbar, in 
trust for their lord, the g )vernment of llessaur, and tlie districts in tiiat 
(juarter, situated on the river Sereswaty, to tiie west waid of the me- 
tropolis. On Beyrain K.haun he bestowed tlie lerritiiry of Sebriiid, 
with a varisty of Purgunnalis in that and other directions. Tereddy 
Beg Khann was sent to possess himselt ot Meivaut — ^^Sekonder Khaun, 
of Agrah — and Heyder Mahonitned, the grind •qnerry, of Beiaunah. 

The territory ot Suml)nl was bestowed in jagueir upon Ally Kuly 
Khaun. In short, on the re-asceiidancy of llomayun’s happier for- 
tune, the whole of Hindfistaun became again, in reality, what it has in 
metaphor been fnquently denominated, the very garden of felicity j 
and all classes of men were admitted to a joyful participation in the 
smiling prosperity which diffused itself every wliere around — at least, 
as tar as the advantages of a just and equitable government had been, 
at this period, allowed to ext> rid themselves. 

Homayi^ii took up his abode in the castle of Dehly, there devoting 
himself, w'ith unremitting attention, to promote the designs of bis all- 
beneficent creator, in dispensing to every part of the empire the influ- 
ence of his upright and virtuous principles. While thus employed*. 

* 18th of July, J555. t 22d of July. 
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A. H. rc2. Shah Wully Auttekafi, from Kabul, presented himself to announce the 

r health and safety of the ladies of the imperial family, who had been 
AbAl (azzd. . . . ... . . 

left in that city; and more particularly to congratulate the monarch on 

the birth, by the lady Mah Tchoutchek Begum, of a son, on whom he 

now bestowed the name of Furnikhfaul — Foelix. The messenger was 

rewarded with the title of Sultaun, and shortly afterwards dismissed 

on his return, with letters from his master, expressive of his unabated 

regard, and solicitude, for the happiness of his family. 

It appears that in the neighborhood of Ilessaur, on his way towards 
Kabul, on this occasion, the same Auttekah Xhaun, wirh his escort, 
consisting of about four hundred persons, was attacked, on the twenty 
fifth ofRamzaun,* by the garrison of that place, under a distinguished 
Afghan chief, of the name of llustum Khann; whom, however, not- 
withstanding a superiority of force of nearly ten to one, he successfully 
engaged, and beat back into the fort, with the loss of seventy men. He 
compelled the Afghan, moreover, after a si<ge of three and twenty 
days, to sue for a capitulation; and, together with seven hundred of his 
followers, to proceed under the care of two Moghi!ll captains, to the 
presence of the emperor at Dehly. The Afghan was permitted to do 
homage before the throne of llomayun; and at the expiration of a few 
day’s, letters patent were delivered into his hands, investing him with 
the possession of a jagueir suitable to his condition; but, that the max- 
ims of prudence might not be entirely overlooked, in the exerciseofthis 
liberal policy, it was stipulated that, as hostages for his allegiance, he 
should place certain of his children in custody of the garrison of Oik- 
ram [P eshawir]. To this stipulation he appears, however, to have 
felt considerable repugnance, and with the improvidence not unusual, 
it seems, in unprincipled and ill-regulated minds, only awaited an op- 
portunity to make his escape; but Hornayi^n becoming apprized of his 
design, his person was properly' secured, and consigned to the custody 
of Beg Mahommed Eyshek Agassy — the lord high chamberlain. 

Another occurrence, of somewhat more serious importance, that took 
place about the same period, although of such frequent example in the 
east as to promise but little of novelty in the relation, was the insur- 
rection ofKhmber Diwaunah; an ignoble and obscure adventurer, ori. 
ginally a camp follower in the army of Homayun. Not long after the 

* 12tli of August- 
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victory at Sehriod, and the departure of the royal army from that place 
for Dehly, this personage embraced the opportunity to collect a dis- 
orderlybanditti,with whom he proceeded to plunder the country round; 
securing them to his interest by invariably dividing the booty, without 
reserve, among his licentious followers. At the same time, with all 
the cunning of an artful dissembler, he continued to dispatch to the 
bead quarters of the emperor, regular advice of his proceedings, so far at 
least as he thought it convenient to explain them. In this way he 
gradually over-ran the whole of the country from Sehrind toSiimbuI, 
M'hich latter place he chose for the seat of his ephemeral government; 
employ ingan adopted son, on whom he had conferred the title of Arref- 
ullah, to extend his depredations still further on, to Bed^woon. Here 
he succeeded in subverting the power of R&i Jeysing Julwauny, ano* 
ther distinguished chiefin the interest of the A fi^hans. Ktlmber then 
advanced to Gaunt-goulah, continuing to extend his career of pillage 
and robbery throughout the adjoining territory; but, venturing to give 
battle to another Afghan commander of the name of Rokken Khaiin, 
without attending to the ordinary precautions of discipline, he was de> 
feated, and fell back to Bedawoon. 

It has been already remarked that X\\\% intelligent madman fdi waiinah 
Aukkel], had regularly dispatched to the royal presence advice of his 
proceedings, and this was always accompanied with profuse expressions 
of loyalty and zeal; but it so happened that, between his words and bis 
actions, there was to be discovered nothing in conformity. His pre- 
sumption in conferring titles of nobility, of Khaun, and Sultaun, under 
his own authority, together with the insignia of the standard and kettle- 
drum, was, however, a direct encroachment on the prerogatives of roy- 
alty which could not be further overlooked. And yet the aberrations, 
of mental insanity might have furnished some apology for, instead of 
aggravating the offences of an absurd and silly vanity; since he is des- 
cribed, on frequent occasions, to have abandoned his own habitation to 
the pillage of his own disorderly banditti, and the general excentricity 
of his actions, in other respects, exhibited very clear indications of de- 
rangement. 

These irregularities had, more than once, been brought under the con- 
sideration of HomayCin; and instructions were at last transmitted to> 
Ally Kfily Khaun, who had been recently nominated to the government 
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A. H.9II2. ofSumbul, to send this turbulent madman tooourt; or, if he contin- 

ued refractory, to punish him on the spot. Ally Khlv Khaun received 
Abut Faxaei. . , ... 

these instructions just at the crisis m whrch,«fter his defeat by Rok> 

ken Khaun, the wretched Kilm'ber had returned to Bedkwoon. Accor- 
dingly, as soon as Ally Kuly Khaun had adjusted his concerns at Meir- 
tah, he proceeded to Sumbul, and having farther provided for the se- 
curity of that part of the country, finally prosecuted his march to Be- 
dkwoon, into which town he now sent a messenger to demand the 
attendance of the adventurer. The summons was peremptorily de- 
clined on the part of Kdmber, who alleged that, as well as Ally Kuly 
Khaun, he also claimed the honor of being a vassal of the imperial 
government; but that having,with the assistance of his own good sword 
alone, carved his way to the possession of the country, he did not con- 
ceive it at all expedient to acknowledge any subordinate authority 
whatever. 

Hostilities immediately followed ; but as the adventurer had yet 
scarcely recovered from the effects of recent defeat, he finally shut 
himself up in Bed&woon, dispatching a humble memorial submitting 
his case to Homayhn. With his usual clemency, that monarch took 
his statements into consideration ; and a person duly authorized was 
immediately sent from the presence, to remove his apprehensions, and 
conduct him to Dehly. Kdmber, in the mean time, continued to de- 
fend himself with equal vigor and resolution, behind the works of Be- 
dawoon; but when the siege had been protracted beyond his expecta- 
tion, Ally Kdly Khaun ventured to dispatch two of his officers into 
the town, with some sort of message, which they were instructed to 
communicate to the insurgent, and these, to his misfortune, the latter 
thought fit to seize and detain. In short, availing themselves of some 
opportunity which was thus furnished to them, they found means to 
tamper with the garrison; the greater part of whom they brought over 
to the interest of the besiegers ; after which they easily succeeded in 
securing the person of Kdmber : and before the conciliatory dispatch 
of Homayfin could reach the spot, the head of this unfortunate adven- 
turer had been stricken off, and conveyed to the metropolis, by Ally 
Kfily Khaun. This premature severity is said to have incurred the 
displeasure of the emperor, which he did not fail to express in his 
communications to the Khaun; and he frequently, indeed, alleged to 
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bis courtiers that he had been greatly disappointed in not being per- 
mitted to see this personage alive; whom, if he discovered any thing 
in bis physiognomy that bespoke an ingenuous rectitudeof disposition, 
it was, as he said, his intention to have treated with more than ordi- 
nary kindness. 

Another event which marked the period under consideration, and 
which it may be material to notice, was the disturbance produced in 
the government of Buddukhshaun, through the unwarrantable violence 
of Mirza Sdliman. This may be briefly explained in the following 
terms. When it was finally determined to proceed with the grand de- 
sign against Hinddstaun, Tereddy Beg Khaun, who held the territo- 
ry of Enderaub and Eshekmesh, in jagueir under the authority of 
Ilomayun, received orders to join in the expedition; and accordingly, 
leaving a person in cliarge of the jagueir, that nobleman proceeded to 
his destination. Dishonorably availing himself of the opportunity, 
Mirza Suliman hastened, without scruple, to engage in measures for 
securing these districts to himself; but first of all he endeavored, by 
artful management, to bring over the officer in charge to promote his 
views. Failing, however, in this part of his design, he openly pro- 
ceeded to hostility, and l.mi Si< g ■ to Enderaub. From thence, possi- 
bly unprovided with tlic u.i : n- i a protracted resistance, Mokeym 
Khaun, the locum tenens of T'creddy Beg, boldly determined to cut 
his way out, sword in hand; and, with the whole of his family, finally 
made good his retreat to Kabul, leaving the jagueir at the mercy of 
Mirza Sfiliman. 

But nearer to the seat of government, the attention of the reader 
will now' be directed to tlie proceedings of Heyder Mahommed Khaun; 
who had, as formerly noticed, been sent to take possession of Bei- 
aunah. Finding himself unable to keep the field against the Moghfil 
commander, Ghauzzi Khaun, the father of Ibrauhim Khaun Sour, 
who presided over the adjoining territory under the government of the 
Afghans, withdrew to defend himself behind the walls of the town ; 
but, unhappily relying upon the example of good faith and honor dis- 
played, on some recent accasions, by Heyder Mahommed, he ventured 
to place himself in his power ; and the avidity of the rapacious Mo- 
ghfil being irresistibly attracted towards the wealth of his captive, ia 
directvioLationof themostsolemn engagement, he treacherously put hincik 
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A, H. 902. to death. Such a flagrant and impolitic breach of faith was not likelv 
A.D. 1565. .L • . L 1 .. . . - 

Ah ' 5 iP i.«... j' experience the connivance, and much less the approbation of so 

just a monarch as Homayun. Accordingly, Shahaub>ud-dein Ahmed, 

one of the stewards of the household, was immediately dispatched to 

inquire into the circumstances of this unauthorized, and audacious 

act of perfidy; in order that the course of public justice, which, through 

some contingency or other, appears to have been suspended since the 

commencement of the late expedition, might be once more thrown 

open to the world. 

While Homayun was thus employed in promoting the objects of a 
just government, and distributing to all around him the most liberal 
proofs of his bounty, some very unfavorable accounts began to reach 
him, with respect to the conduct of Shah Abul Maally; the impetuous 
aud arrogant young Seyud whom he had appointed to the government 
of the Punjaub. Intoxicated with his premature elevation, this officer 
had already contrived, not less by his arbitrary and oppressive exac- 
tions, than by his contemptuous disregard of the authority of his sover- 
eign, to render himself universally odious. Homayfln, however, with 
wltoiTi be was a distinguished favorite, seemed at first disposed to as- 
cribe these reports, to the malicious fabrication of such as were envious 
of his good fortune; but when it became notorious at court that Se- 
kunder, the extruded Afghan, had descended from his retreat in the 
mountains — thatjhe vain and aspiring Seyud had dared to supersede 
the meritorious Ferhett Khaunin the government of Labour, and ap- 
pointed a dependent of his own to take his place — and, to put the seal 
to his delinquency, had actually laid his hands on the contents of the 
imperial treasury — the monarch thought it no longer safe to temporize; 
and he therefore conceived the design of vesting the chief government 
of the Punjaub, then reckoned the most extensive and important in the 
empire, in his son Akbar; assigning to Shah Abfil Maally, should it be 
found expedient, in exchange, the town of Hessaur, and the territory 
in that neighborhood. An additional motive forthis arrangement, was 
the propriety of placing the province under the authority of the young 
prince,during the passage of the princessesof the imperial family; who 
had been recently sent for from Kabfll, and were now on th* ir way to * 
Dehly. And, although the force already in the Punjaub might be con- 
sidered fully adequate to repel any attempts on the part of Sekuiider 
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Sour, the troops proceeding to that quarter under the orders of Akbar 
might, moreover, pass, as intended further to ensure the perfect tran- 
quillity of the country against all possjble contingencies. 

In the early part of the nine hundred and sixty third of the hidje- 
rah,* Akbar, now entering into his fourteenth year, took his departure 
for the Punjaub, accordingly; invested with ample powers, and accom- 
panied by that experienced and able general Beyram Khaun, in the 
capacity of governor, together with a numerous retinue selected for 
the purpose, for their approved zeal, courage, and fidelity. On his 
approach towards Sehrind, the young prince was joined by Auttekah 
Khaun, and the troops employed with him in the recent operations at 
Hessaur; and it tvas on his arrival at the former mentioned place, that 
Akbar engaged in his service the Oostaud Azziz of Seiestaun; who had 
not long since been invested with the title of Roumi Khaun, and who 
was pre-eminently distinguished for his skill in gunnery, and the ma- 
nagement of fire arms. Through the instructions which he received 
from this individual, Akbar is described to have become, in an incon- 
ceivably short time, and with the same aptitude which distinguished 
him in every pursuit, the most expert marksman of the age in which he 
lived. Such, indeed, is alleged to have been the singular facility with 
which this young hero completed himself in every acquirement, both 
of body and mind — such the rapidity with tvhich he outstripped his 
masters in every science and accomplishment, that he already appeared 
to act under the influence of inspiration; and it is not surprising that 
the circumstance should have excited both astonishment and awe, in all 
who witnessed his unrivalled progress toward perfection. 

Not long after his arrival at Sehrind, the young prince was further 
joined by the greater part of the imperial retainers, who had been serving 
in the Punjaub under the authority of Shah Abfil Maally; whom, in 
disgust with his absurd and dissipated conduct, they had succLssively 
quitted, on intelligence of the approach of Akbar. Previous to his 
arrival on this occasion, Sekunder Sour, as already noticed, had ventur- 
ed to descend from the mountains; but, on intelligence of the respect- 
able force which was advancing, under the orders of the prince, he 
found it expedient to retire once more into the recesses of the same 
mountains. At the same conjuncture, Shah Abtil Maally, who had 

* November, December, 15b5. 
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A. H. 963. marched from Labour to oppose the Afghan, returned to the seat of his 
government, on the retreat of the enemy; but the moment he had ascer- 
tamed that the province was transferred to the he>r apparen.t, and that 
he was approaching to take possession, the too aspiring chief saw no 
alternative but submission; and he, accordingly, hastened to meet the 
prince, on the banks of the Sultanpour river, about midway between 
the Beyah and the Setlije. 

From a filial respect to the regard whidi his father was known to en> 
tertain for this ambitious lieutenant, the young prince received him 
with adequate distinction; but when he retired to his tents, at the close 
of the interview, the arrogant Seyud,. too highly elated by the favors 
which bad been showered upon him by the indulgence of Homayun, 
and too far intoxicated with the fumes of earthly ambition, conceived 
himself authorized to send a message of expostulation to Akbar; in 
which, after stating that the terms on which he stood with his sover* 
eign were notorious to the world, and, more particularly, that the prince 
must recollect the distinction with which he was treated during the 
royal hunt on the Jiky-e*shahy, or king’s canal near Kabdl, when he 
was permitted to eat from the self-same dish with his sovereign, he 
requested therefore to know how it came to pass, that with such a cir- 
cumstance fresh in mind, Akbar, during the visit which had just ta- 
ken place, should have assigned to him, on the contrary, bis pallet of 
felt on one side, and a separate tray for his repast ! To this arrogant 
interrogatory, the young prince, smiling at the indiscretion by which it 
must have been dictated, and with an intelligence beyond his years, en- 
joined the officer who brought the message, to tell his master in reply, 
that the observances of royalty, and the usages which prevailed in the 
intercourse of private friendship, were regulated on maxims widely dif- 
ferent. At all events, that the relations which had been suffered to 
spring up between him and the royal Homayiin, had no existence be- 
tween him and the son. It did therefore seem strange that he should 
not have been able to distinguish this difference, and should have 
thought himself warranted to Importune him with any such complaint 
as that which had reached him. This reply was not calculated to re> 
move the apprehensions of Abfil Maally ; and Akbar continued his 
march, without delay, towards the vailiesof MountSewaulik,inquestof 
Sekunder Sour, who lay, at this period,.in the districts about Maunkout. 
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When Akbar had, however, proceeded as far as Berhaunah, an ex- a. H. 063 
press arrived with information for Beyram Khaun, that a dangerous ac- 
cident had occurred to HomayCin: in consequence of which, conceiving 
it unadvisable to continue the march any further in that direction, the 
route of the army was immediately changed for Kalanour, with the 
design of suspending their movements for a few days, in that neigh- 
borhood* Not far from Kalanour, Nuzzer Sheikh Tchuly, the special 
messengerdispatched by Homayhn himself, in ordertodispel any alarm 
which might have been occasioned by the report of his misfortune, en- 
tered the camp; and much about the same time, or very shortly after- 
wards, intelligence was communicated to Akbar, that his royal father 
was no more. 

While young Akbar was thus employed to provide for the security of 
the country of the five rivers, Homayun continued at Dehly engaged 
in the necessary arrangements for efifectualiy ridding the empire of all 
his enemies; in further extending the circle of his conquests; and in 
giving more perfect stability to the fabric of his government in general. 

In explaining these arrangements he frequently intimated the design 
of fixing, or rather of changing, the seat of authority, for the more con- 
venient administration of affairs, alternately from Dehly to Agrah, 
an<l from thence to Jounpour, Kaiiouje, Labour, and Mandou, respec- 
tively; assigning to each of these places, a permanent military force, 
under some prudent and skilful officer, and provided with resources in 
every respect so complete as to supersede the necessity of looking, on 
every emergency, for support from the neighboring provinces. At the 
same time, he described it as apart of his plan, that the troops in im- 
mediate attendance on his person, should never exceed, nor perhaps 
fall short of, the number of twelve thousand horse. And here, being 
already on the subject of arrangement, the author embraces the oppor- 
tunity of laying before us in detail, the method in which Hoiudyon 
proceeded, in some respects whimsically enough, in the formation of 
his court. 

First of all he signified his intention tlhit asetof chairs of a particu- 
lar form, of gold and silver, enriched with all sorts of precious stone, 
should be made up for the accommodation, on occasions of state, of the 
princes of the blood, and of those distinguished persons who enjoyed 
a particular share in the royal favor: for, said he, it is an undeniable 
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A.H. 063. truth, that however engaged in the commerce of the wortd,or inthe sor> 
did calculations of profit and loss, men of elevated minds, not yet ad* 

Abul Faiszeu 

mitted to the confidence of the sovereign, still arm at honorable distinc* 
tion; neither is their attachment to be effectually secured, but by some 
such visible display of rank and splendor. 

In early life, indeed, this respectable monardi is said to have exhi* 
bited in a variety of ways, strong proofs of a genius singularly hfvenlive. 
Among others, when, on the departure of his father on the expedition 
to Kandahaur, he had been left behind to preside over the government 
of Kabfil, riding one day along the plains, and through the groves in 
the neighborhood of that city, he called to Moulana Rouhellah his tu- 
tor, to tell him that an idea had just occurred, of which he was deter- 
mined immediately to try the effect. This was, of the three first indi- 
viduals they should meet,from the names»and according to their import, 
to trace the outline of his future power. The Moulana observed that 
for this purpose the name of one person would perhaps be fully suffici- 
ent; but the prince rejoining, that he considered himself under the in- 
fluence of some secret impulse, it was determined to abide by the ori- 
ginal conception. Accordingly, when they had continued their ride a 
little further, a man was discovered in the twilight, of whom, on putting 
the question, they learnt that his name was Mdraud Khaujah — Sir De- 
sire. Shortly afterwards they observed a second person driving an ass 
loaded with fire-wood before him, whose name, on inquiry, they found 
to be Doulet Khaujah — Sir Prospero. On which Homay tin exclaimed 
that if the name of the next person should happen to be Saadut, he 
should be disposed to consider it as a presage so favorable, as to be out 
of the ordinary course of things. Immediately afterwards, seeing a per- 
son, at some distance off, tending a few cattle at grass, they proposed 
the same question, and pertinently enough the answer proved that he 
was called Saadut Khaujah — Sir Felix.* The circumstance, as was 
to be expected, immediately produced among all present, a strong per- 
suasion of the grandeur to which, under the blessing of providence, Uo- 
maytlin was finally destined A attain. 

* In oracular language these three names might be interpreted into " you are desi-- 
rons of wealth and felicity,” The reader will recollect in the extracts from Dow’s Fe-- 
riahtah, that this anecdote is related as haring occurred towards the cnmiiii»nya.infnt o£' 
the last expedition across the Indus. 
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Instructed by this summary disclosure of the designs of destiny, so 
flattering to his hopes, Homayftn determined to erect a system for the 
‘regulation of his government, the basis of which should be establish- 
ed on these three things : Doulet, which signifies wealth or power; 
Saadut — felicity; Mflraud — desire or enjoyment. Accordingly, every 
subject of the empire was now arranged under one or other of three 
classe^or orders, thus denominated. The princes of the blood, minis- 
ters of state, and the nobility in general, together with the whole mili- 
tary order, were included in the department of power — Ahul-e-Dou- 
let; because it is undeniable that without the support of these it would 
be in vain to aspire at what is considered the summit of human great- 
ness. The men of science and learning, judges of the law, Seyuds and 
Sheikhs, lawyers and poets, and all connected with letters and the arts, 
in every situation of life, were enrolled in the department of felicity, 
and denominated Ahul-e- Saadut: because a due encouragement of, and 
a frequent association with, individuals of this description, must con- 
tribute, in an eminent degree, to the attainment of happiness here, and 
hereafter. And lastly, in the department of desire or enjoyment, were 
included the domestic establishments, all ofa beaulifulexterior, singers 
and musicians, considering that these also have their full share in con- 
tributing to the enjoyments of mankind, this class was tlieretore deno« 
minated Ahul-e-Mfiraud. 

Pursuing the same train of reasoning, he appropriated the days of the 
week to the three departments respectively, according to the following 
distribution. Saturday and Thursday were allotted to the department 
of felicity; those days being usually devoted by Homayfin to the affairs 
of science, letters, and religion. To account for this allotment it is ex- 
plained that in the scheme of the astrologers, Saturday being under the 
influence of Saturn, and Saturn being the superintending planet over 
theSheikbs, or elders amongmankind, and over allancient families; and 
Thursday being subject to the influence of Jupiter, the planet which 
is considered to reign over the learned, and all classes eminent for ta- 
lent or mental accomplishment, it was Sol ill-conceived that those par- 
ticular days should have been set apart for the affairs of those classes 
of society. Sunday and Tuesday, on the other hand, were the days 
which he devoted to the department of power; to matters of state and 
general policy; and the principle of this is explained to rest on the sup* 
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position that Sunday is subject to the influence of the radiant orb which 
rules the da>, and from which the diadem of royalty itself may be said, 
ill some degree, to derive its lustre. Of Tuesday it is sufficient to re- 
mark that it is supposed to be under the influence of Mars, which in all 
countries is referred to as the governing planet of the military class. 
Monday and Wednesday, again, were the days allotted by ^o^^^y{ln to 
the purposes of recreation, enjoyment, or desire; being set apaH for the 
reception of his confidential friends, and favorite nobility, and others 
of the description already classed under this department. The con- 
ceit of this allotment is said to have been suggested by the recollection 
that Monday is under the superintending influence of the Muon, and 
Wednesday under that of Mercury; both planets considered to rule in 
particular over domestic concerns — Dii lares. And in the last place, 
Fiiday, according to the import of the name in Persian, was devoted to 
the admission of the aggregate of the people, without distinction of 
classes, to partake in the beneficent influenoe of the royal presence. 

On any of these occasions, when Homayuri apfieari tl entlirom d in 
state, an oidinauce of his requiretl that it should he annc/iiiiced to the 
publie 'U\ sound of the Nukkaurah, (»r great drum of tiic empire — the 
teiniination of the ceremonial being marked by a discharge of fire ar.ns, 
perhaps of artillery. On such occasions also, the keepers of the w.i.-d- 
robe, with an adequate assortment of dresses of honor, and the trea- 
surers w ith purses of gold and silver coin, attended in their places; in 
order that the effect of tlie royal bounty might not he diminished by 
delay. A company of warriors clad in mail guanled, at the same time, 
the precincts of the audience chamber, or hall ofstate. 

To distinguish the three departments above described, he caused 
three maces, or battle>axes, overlaid with gold, and denominated ac- 
cording to the three departments respectively, the mace of pow'er, of 
felicity, and of desire, to be delivered to threegreatofficers of state; with 
full power to regulate, without controul, in every thing connected with 
the classes over which they t^re thus severally delegated to preside. 

By Meir Khond, the celel^rated author of the Habeib-us-seyr, who 
held, it appears, the appointment of first historiographer in the court of 
Homayi!kn,it is expressly stated, in the code of regulations established 
by that monarch, that while he was in office, the mace of felicity w'as 
borne by Moulana Mahommed Ferghuly ; to whom accordingly waa 
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entrusted the entire snperintendaiice of all that related to the class of a.H. oes. 
Sheikhs, Seyuds, and Oulema — in short, of every thing in the depart- 
ment of letters, chantalde endowmenjt, ami puhlic instruction. Du- ^^“^**“**1* 
ring the same period, the mace, or axe, of power, was carried by that 
distinguished officer Ameir litnd6 B('g;iii whom was vested the con- 
troul,^il^l that regarded the high functionaries of state, the great no- 
bility, tire agents, in short, in every department of administration; the 
pay and subsistanceof the military force; and, finally, the rank and dis- 
tinction of every individual serving about the court of the sovereign, 
was fixed at the discretion of this highly favored nobleman. The mace 
of desire, with the arrangement ofall relating to the household, was en- 
trusted to Ameir Weissy; in whom was accordingly vested the direction 
of every thing connected with the oeconomy of the royal famil}’", of all 
that was requisite to support the majesty of the throne, on occasions of 
state and ceremony. 

I’y another regulation introduced by Homayun, the whole body po- 
litic of his government was further sub*divided into twelve separate 
classes, each class represented by a particular arrow', doubtless r.u ik; "'., 
or decorated, in a manner to indicate the class w'hich it was iuiemicj 
to represent. Thus the Twelfth, or highest in enumeration, like gold 
of the highest touch in the hands of the assayer, was allotted to the qui- 
ver of the sovereign, and designed to indicate the supreme power. The 
Eleventh arrow was assigned to the bretltren and nearest kindred of the 
sovereign, and others c'f royal descent attached to the imperial court. 

The Tenth belonged to the Seyuds, Sheikhs, and Oulema, or literary 
class, and men of the law. The Ninth to the higher nobility. The 
Eighth to the heads of particular tribes. The Seventh to such of the 
retainers of the empire holding situations of rank, as served about the 
person of the sovereign. The Sixth to the class of retainers denomin- 
ated Aeyteheks, the household troops perhaps. The Fifth tu such of 
the military class as by their courage and intrepidity had particularly 
distinguished themselves in the field of battle. The Fourth to those 
employed in situations of trust in the different [civil perijaps] depart- 
ments of the state. The Third to the youth of the several tribes. The 
Second to the class of mechanics; and the First, or lowest of all, to the 
class of door- keepers, and the ordinary watch employed in the depart- 
ment of police. After all it w'ould be difficult to perceive the object of 
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this arroW'Classification; unless, indeed, in cases of political enibarrasi* 
ment, it was intended as a method of deciding by lot, according to a 
species of divination some times resorted to among the Asiatics. 

To proceed, however, with the regulations instituted by HomayAn, 
we are further informed that he distributed the affairs more immedi- 
ately connected with the imperial household, into four distinclHIaart- 
ments, corresponding with the four elements, each separately subor- 
dinate to a particular Vezzeir, or minister of state, appointed to preside 
over the details of the department. Thus the department of ordnance, 
with the manufacture of arms and warlike stores of every description, 
and all things, m short, requiring the application of the element of hre, 
was called the serkaur-e-autesh — the department of fire, the siiperin- 
tendance of which was vested in Khaujah Abdiilmelek. The affairs 
of the wardrobe, of the kitchen, of the royal stables, together with the 
charge of keeping up the necessary equipment of camels and mules, for 
transportation of the royal establishments, were entrusted to the su- 
perintendance of Khaujah LAtfullah; and this branch of service was cal- 
led the serkaur-e-hawa, or department of air. The provision for the 
ro} al beverage, the Soujekhaunah, [baths possibly] the canals, ponds, 
and fountains, and all things which bore relation to the element of wa- 
ter, were committed to the controul of Khaujah Husseyne, under the 
name of the Serkaur-e-aub, or department of water. And, lastly, the 
afifairs of architecture, the culture of the soil, together with the custody 
ofthe treasure, and some other miscellaneous concernsof the roval house- 
hold, were included under the denomination of the serkaur-e-khauk — 
thedepartment of earth; and confided to thedirection of Jullaubud-dein 
Mirza Beg. Each of these officers was at the same time subordinate, 
nevertheless, in his department, to another great lord of the court, of 
superior rank and dignity. Meir Nausser K Aly was general of the de- 
partment of fire, for instance, and always appeared in ascarlet,orcrimson 
dress; and so probably with the heads of the other three departments, 
respectively. 

Another monument of the alleged inventive genius and taste of Ho- 
mayfin, was the floating palace which he caused to be erected on the 
Jumna, in the following manner. The carpenters were first of all em- 
ployed to construct four vessels, of a size in proportion to the depth of 
water; on each of which they then raised, when afloat, a pavilion of two 
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stories, finished with the utmost beauty and delicacy of workmanship. A. K. 963. 

After this the four vessels were connected together by a strong plat- 

. . , , , Abuirazzel. 

form, or some species of gallery, in such a manner as that the pavilions 

were placed in a situation exactly opposite to each other, perhaps in 
the form of a lozenge; and between each of the vessels was then inter- 
posed ao^ditional pavilion, making altogether the number of eight, 
and forming in the centre of the whole a beautiful tank, or pond of 
w'ater, of eight sides. Ranges of shops were also disposed on the oc- 
casion, on other vessels along the river, so as to display, in perfect or- 
der, all the luxuries and conveniences of an extensive baz^tr, or market 
place, on terra firma; and that nothing might be wanting to render the 
establishment complete, the royal gardeners were instructed to form, 
b}' similar contrivances, on the surface of the stream, a garden of consi- 
derable extent, for the cultivation of vegetables, flowers, and fruit. 

And thus equipped it was that, in the course of the nine hundred and 
thirty ninth of the liidjerah, this illustrious monarch, accompanied by 
his whole court, proceeded, in all the pomp of imperial splendor, along 
the Jumna, from Dehly to Agrah* 

To the number of Ilomayftn’s inventions are next to be added that 
of moveable bridges, and a portable palace, the latter constructed of 
wood, and of three storirs; the different parts of which were so admi- 
rably fitted together, by the skill and ingenuity of the workmen, as to 
appear entirely of one piece. At the same time, the whole was so con- 
trived as to be taken asunder with the greatest facility, whenever it 
became necessary for removal from place to place; and the staircases so 
framed as to be taken down or replaced with equal facility and preci- 
sion, whenever requisite. As an earlier proof of taste and skill in Ho- 
mayfln is here further described, a crown, or tiara, of great height and 
beauty, which he caused to be finished under his directions in Budduk- 
hshaun; and which, from its being cut, or radiated perhaps, on the rim 
with which it was encircled, in /too places, in the shape of the Persian 
character representing the number 7i [v] was called the crown of glory; 
the w'ord Ezz, which in the same language signifies glory, comprizing, 
numerically considered, the total 77i This article, on his first 

arrival at A grab, he presented to his father Biber, by whom it was re- 
ceived with expressions of peculiar satisfaction. 

We are now to notice a superb tent of state which, in reference to the 
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twelve signs of the Zodiac, he caused, in some way or other, to be made 
and divided into twelve distinct ronipartments, each compartment so 
perforated as to admit the light of a particular constellation, according 
to circumstances. As an enclosure to the principal tent, which was 
possibly circular, like the etherial heaven which encompasses the sphere 
of fixed stars, and is entirely pure and beyond the orbit of ovs^y other 
Celestial body, he caused another suite of tents to be made up, plain 
and unornamented, and without screen or pavilion of any description. 
In pursuance of the same conception, and not improbably for the floor 
of the tent of state, he caused to be fabricated a noble carpet of a cir- 
cular shape, the circles within which were so drawn as to represent, 
according to the solar system, that course in the heavens decribed by 
the planets, as well as the elementary principles of nature — ie ; fire, air, 
water, and earth. Thus the exterior circle, representing the sphere of 
e ther, was white. The second being that of the fixed stars, was blue. 
The third circle, that of Saturn, was black. The fourth, that of Jupi- 
ter, was of a sandal, or light yellow, color. The fifth, being that of 
Mars, was red. The sixth, being that of the Sun, was of a golden yel- 
low. The seventh of Venus, of a light green; and the color of the 
eighth, being that of Mercury, w'as purple,because this latter planet was 
supposed to be of a mixed nature, and a mixture of rose color and blue, 
is well known to produce violet, or purple. Some philosophers are, 
moreover, said to have applied to Mercury the appellation of Koholy, 
antimonial, or black-eyed. And like the first, the ninth circle being 
that of the Moon, was also white. These were followed, as it should 


seem, successively to the centre, by the orb of fire, that of air, of watei*, 
and of earth, on which latter might have been delineated the tetraque- 
ous globe, subdivided into its seven climates, or Zones. 

In conformity with this system, Homayfin for himself chose the cir- 
cle of the Sun; and there on occasions of ceremony, he presented him- 
self in full majesty seated on the throne imperial; the different orders, 
of the state being respectively instructed to place themselves in that 
particular orbit indicated for their reception. Thus, for instance, the 
native Indian Ameirs were directed to arrange themselves in the orbit 
ofSaturn, which is black. The Seyuds and Oulema, or men of letters,, 
in that of Jupiter; it being further regulated that every individual, on 
entering the circle allotted to bis class, should throw a die, on each face 
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of which was delineated a human figure, in a particular attitude, and 
finall)' to place himsf lf in the attitude which shouldbe indicated on the 
turn of the die, whether standing ercct> sitting down, or reclining; and 
thus affording an additional and amusing variety to the splendid spec- 
tacle. It was further required by the code of llomayun, that all who 
appeared at court should apparel themselves in the color of the day ; 
for instance, on a Sunday they were to be clad in yellow — on Monday 
in white, wluch is the Color of the Moon; and soon, on the other days 
of the week. 

Tlie last regulation which we are called upon to notice, as introdu- 
ced under the direction of llomayun, was that by wljich he designed 
to lay open to the meanest of his subj'-cts, an infallible expedient to 
ol)tain redress of injur}*; and this was by causing to be suspended be- 
fore tlie imperial residence, a drum, which he named the drum of jus- 
tice, of which tlie aggrieved were to avail themselves in the following 
way. If the person appealing for redress had only a simple quarrel with 
his neighbour, he was to strike a single stroke on the drum; if his com- 
plaint arose from a privation of salary, or subsistance, he was lo strike 
luicc; if from robbery, or any other violation of property, the stroke 
was to be three times repeated; and if it was an appeal for blood, or an 
accusation of murder, he was to strike the drum fl-iir times. So nu- 
iTi< npus and extraordinary, indeed, arcallcged to have beenthe proofs of 
an inventive mind exhibited in the whole life of this highly gifted mon- 
arch, that the circumstance alone is expected to be a sufficient apology 
to the reader for the introduction of the above recital, however the 
tuste of the author may be exposed to impeachment. 

And here, for the last time,we resume the narrative to describe, that 
nearly about the period at which young Akbar received his dismission 
for the Punjaub,* the conversation of his august parent w'as observed to 
turn, with unusual frequency, on the subject of the closing sc ne of 
human existence; although, conceiving it prejudicial to the peace ami 
good order of his government, as generating premature alarms, to avoid 
any discussion of this awful question in public.-j* This was repug- 
nant to the uniform practice of his life, which led him to avoid the aw- 

T The country on Ibe 5 rivers; Sttlge, Geundwaul, or Btyah, Rauty, Tchunderbhagah, 
and Tchunauvah. 

t This is so ambiguously expressed in tbe original, that we have found it ratber difficult 
to render, without a paradox. 
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A. H. oes. ful question in public discourse; at the same time, that he always ap* 
peared to enter upon the subject with no less serious interest than eyi- 
* dent complacency among his private and confidential friends. There 
exists, however, but little doubt, that although hidden from others, the 
idea [of dissolution] was deeply impressed upon his mind by the secret 
monitor from above. Thus, adverting one day with peculiar admira- 
tion, to a circumstance related by his father Bkber of one of his offi- 
cers, who used to allege that he never visited the tombs of Gheznein 
without wishing for the grave, he stated in coincidence that he never 
passed the repositories of the dead, in the neighborhood of Dehly, that 
the happiness of the expression did not occur to his recollection. 

Not many days before he was destined to quit this abode of frail mor- 
tality, he described to one of his attendants, with tears in his eyes, that 
that very morning, at the conclusion of his early devotions, he had been 
seized by a mysterious inspiration which had dictated the following 
poetic effusion : “ Lord ! purify me through thy transcendent benefi- 
cence” — “Ennoble me with the knowledge of thy truth” — “Sorely 
afflicted by the perplexities of a torturedmind” — “ Oh place me among 
those absorbed in the ocean of thy glory, and deliver inel” — An extra- 
ordinary change was at this moment observed to have taken place in 
the countenance of Uomayfin. Before he bad yet taken his final de- 
parture from Dehly, young Akbar had also experienced some uneasi- 
ness from a singular and alarming dream, in which he conceived that he 
saw somebody take his father by the hair; and the circumstance being 
communicated, the moment he awoke, by the young prince to Mauhem 
Auttekali, or perhaps Anika, his nurse, the mother of Adhem Khaun, 
it was determined to consult some of those persons who professed the 
interpretation of dreams, on the subject. To Homayfin himself, how- 
ever, when the circumstance was disclosed to him, the signification was 
sufficiently obvious; and be declared to bis friends, in an under tone, 
that it too clearly indicated the impending awful event, although, in 
order to avoid exciting the apprehensions of bis family, he professed tO' 
believethat it merelydenoted some minor calamity, which the interven- 
tion of providence would be at hand to avert. During the sante crisis^ 
his remarks were of a tendency, moreover, continually to convey to the 
minds of those who heard him the most melancholy intimations of that 
fate against which he knew there was no human alternative; and it wa» 
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at this period of anxiety, that he wrote, on the arch of a balcony, some A. H. 083 . 
lines taken from the opening of one of the compositions of Sheikh Au- 
aery, of which the substance is conveyed in the following words.. “ It 
is said to be engraven on yon vault of azure, that of all mankind the 
end is happy.” As his exit drew near he thought it expedient to di- 
minish his ordinary dose of opium, observing to his confidential friends 
that being curious to mark the number of his remaining days on earth, 
by that of his surplus doses; and for that purpose he then put up, in 
seven separate papers, as many pills, delivering them to his attendants 
w ith the remark, that when these were expended, he should have no- 
thing further to do with that intoxicating drug until the day of resurrec- 
tion. It is added that on the day on which he commenced his journey 
to immortality, there were yet fotir of the pills untaken, when, perhaps 
to di.spel the effects of the drug, he called for a draught of rose-water. 

Towards the decline of the same day, which appears to have been 
Friday the seventh of the former Rebbcia, of the nine hundred and sixty 
third of the hidjerah,* Shah Bodaugh Khaun, and two other personages 
who had recently returned from a pilgrimage to Mekkah, and Pehel- 
waun Uoast Meir, with dispatches from Mannheim Khaun at Iv-.bal, 
together with Tcbeghatai Khaun and some other fugilivt .s (ruin (iu- 
jer&t, had been admitted to the pre.srnce of Homayun, and were descri- 
bing, to the monarch, the various incidents in w’hich they had been se- 
verally engaged. To enjoy the coolness of the evening, he had ascended 
to the terrace on the top of his library, which had been finished a short 
time before; and from thence he beckoned to the people w’bo were as- 
sembled in the great mosque adjoining, in order tliat they might perforin 
the usual salutation, [kornesh]. Having for some time longer contin- 
ued his inquiries, into the affairs of Mekkah, Kabul, and Gujerat, the 
emperor directed the attendance of certain astronomers, in order to 
observe the rising of Venus, which planet was expected to make its 
appearance that evening; and it was the intention of Homayun, at the 
auspicious moment, to announce, in full court, the general promotion 
in rank and dignity, which he had in contemplation for his nobility 
and principal officers. Just about the twilight, he ivas descending from 
the terrace, and had reached the second flight of steps, when, unex- 
pectedly, a crier, or Muezzin, in the neighboring mosque, gave the 

* 21st of January, lo&U. 
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A. H. 063. summons to prayers. With his usual exemplary attention to the du« 

.TaTv— ties of his religion, Homayftn prepared to seat himself on the spot; but 
Abm Fazzel. , ^ ... , , V . „ 

the steps of the staircase being exceedingly steep, and composed of 

highly polished marble, his foot became entangled in the folds of his 
robe, as he was stooping down, and his cane at the same instant slip- 
ping from his hand, he fell headlong down the stairs ; receiving a 
severe contusion on tlie right temple, which was immediately follow- 
ed by a slight bleeding in the ear, on the same side of the head. 

With that provident attention to the repose and security of his peo- 
ple, for which he has been already applauded, the first moments of re- 
covery from the shock of his fall, were devoted by llomayfin to the 
dispatch of a messenger, Nuzzer Sheikh Tciifily, to announce to the 
young prince his son, that the accident, however dangerous, was not of 
a nature to threaten any fatal result; and that his general health was 
unimpaired. As a proof of his pre-eminent sagacity, amounting almost 
to inspiration, it is here stated, that about noon of the very day on 
which he breathed his last, theeh-venth of the month above mention- 
ed,*and the fourth after his fall in ihelibrary, he declared to the individ- 
uals admitted to his presence, that some exalted personage of the time 
was th siiiied, that day', to be visited by soiue awful calamity, most pro- 
bably by the hand of death; little suspecting perhaps that the pri'dic- 
tion w as to be so immediately accomplished in bis own person. Every 
expedient was employed by the ministers on the spot to conceal the 
fatal event from the public, for a period of seventeen days; that interval 
being requisite to announce what had happened, to the heir apparent, 
and to recal to the metropolis the great nobility, who had been recently 
permitted torepair to their commands and governments in different parts 
of the empire. During the same interval, one of the Moullas, or reli- 
gious attendants of the court, dressed up in the apparel of the departed 
monarch, was occasionally exhibited from that part of the palace which 
overlooked the river Jumna; in order to receive the salutations of the 
people, and, as long as possible, to prevent the alarm and consternation 
expected to arise, and which accordingly took place, the instant the 
truth transpired. 

On the twenty-eighth of the month,* however, Tereddy Beg Khaun, 
who had long aspired at the dignity of Ameir-ul-Ooinra, or premier 
* 35th of Janaary, 1550. t Htbuf February, 1500. 
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grandee of the empire,* proceeded, at the head of all the nobles pre- 
sent, to pronounce the Khotbah in the name of the illustrious Akbar;. 
“which Ceremony, united with the zealous co-operation of all the higher 
classes on the spot, produced, in a Considerable degree, the effect of 
tranquillizing the general alarm — the imperial authority being thus vir* 
tually secured, to the only rightful successor to the splendid inherit- 
ance of the throne of Hindiistaun. These important preliminaries 
dispatched, the chiefs assembled at Dehly separately withdrew to their 
respective jagueirs; in order to allay the apprehensions which had in- 
vaded men’s minds, in consequence of the unlooked for death of the 
emperor. Tereddy Beg Khaun, on his part, remained at the metropo- 
lis, in order to provide resources for the preservation of the general se- 
curity. From thence, however, he took care to convey to the new so- 
vereign in the Punjaub, and in charge of a person in whom be could 
confide, a part of the regalia, togetht r with ample assurances of his zeal 
and fidelity. Mirza Abul Kaussem, the son of Mirza Kamraue, pro- 
ceeded by the same opportunity, to the presence of his royal kinsman. 

A Ithough the limits of the empire were, at thiscrisis, but very preca- 
riously defined, we aie here induced, from an anonymous note annex- 
ed to the close of the life of Hom.iyiin, in that copy or Abilil Fazzel’s 
history, from which we have drawn our materials for the concluding part 
of our narrative, to sketch the extent and resources of that noble terri- 
tory, which was actually subject, or in the course of subjugation, to 
the house of Teymur, at the period under consideration, or very shortly 
afterwards. From Hindfi Koli, then, on the frontiers of Buddukhsliaun, 
to Oudessiah,or Orissa, on the further extremity of Bengal, east and 
west, it extended in length, twelve hundred K6sse of the standard of 
Akbar, making sixteen hundred and eighty' statute Kosse ; equal to 
about two thousand nine hundred and twenty three [2933] miles, fifty 
three yards, and one foot, in English measurement.']* In breadth from 
the Bebrah,or Bahrah, bills, in the district ofSourtah in Gujerat, north 
and south, it occupied a space of eight hundred [800]^ kosse of the 

* This will account for liis early eaecution in the subsequent reign, under ibe orders of 
Beyram Khaun. 

t The Tennauby, or chain kdsse, which continued the standard of the empire to the 
time of Jahangueir, and on which we have made our estimate, consisted of one hundred Ten- 
naubs to the kbsse, of forty guzz to the Teniiaub, and of thirty seven tessou, or inches, to 
the guzz. i. e. Two miles, five hundred aud ninety one yards, and four inches to the kosse. 
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same standard, equal to about one thousand nine hundred and forty 
eight niiles [I94S] twelve hundred and eight yards, two feel, and eight 
inches English, taken most probably along the flexure of the roads'. 
In another line drawn from the Kemaoon mountains to the northern 
extremity ol the Dehkan, [the Godavery, perhaps, to which the empire 
had been extemled before the death of Akbar] the distance is desoribed 
to have been one thousand Kossc, or 243o miles, 1.511 yards, and i 
inches. The whole of this most enviable domain is, moreover, repre- 
sented as admirably capable of all the operations of agriculture; exhi- 
biting, at the termination of every Kosse, some well- peopled and flour- 
ishing town, or city, to the numberaltogether,when the writer recorded 
his observation at least, of three thousand two hundred places of note, 
and including one hundred and twenty cities of primary rank. To 
each of these places were severally annexed, from one hnndied to a 
thousand Mowzas, or villages, yielding in the whole a revenue of six 
hundred and forty Krour, or 6400 millions, of Tungahs; which, estima- 
ting the Tungahatthe lowest possible value,* the foiiieth part of a ru- 
pee, and the rupee at two and six-pence, would be equal to the sum of 
twenty millions sterling in English currency. 

The resj.' ctable monarch, to whom so considerable a part has !)f*cn 
dcvt>ti d ill these memorials, appears to have lerminatetl his e.irtlilv ca- 
reer, after a very turbulent and eventful reign of twenty five years and 
one month, at the age of forty seven years, ten months, and sixteen 
days. He was buried at Dehly, on the bank of the Jumna, where, in 
the 973d of the hidjerah, according to Ferishtah, a sumptuous mauso- 
leum was erected over his grave, by the filial piety of his successor. 
On his character the preceding pages must furnish the best commen- 
tary. The misfortunes of his government may, indeed, be generally 
ascribed to a clemency of disposition carried toafanlt;but, more parti- 
cularly, to the unnatural and impolitic hostility of his brothers, for the 
indiilgenttreatment ofwbom he had, however, received afather*8dying 
instructions. Hewashowevernot less brave, than he was humaneand li- 
beral. Ofhisaccompli5hments,inotherrespect8,both personal and inteU 
lectual. the author professes the entire inadequacy of bis pen to give a 

* Although at this moment he is not able to decide, but the impression on the author’s 
Blind is, that the Tungab was in value considerably higher than a Daum, which was the 
fortieth part of a rupee ; be /atfaer conceives it was the fifth part of a rupee. 
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just description. In every branch of abstract science be had made very A. H. jKsa 
competent acquirements, but in Mathematics, [Riauzy] particularly, 
he'was a distinguished proficient. It was therefore almost natural that 
all who stood eminently qualified in that branch of science, or who 
devoted themselves to the study of philosophy in general, should have 
enjoy'ed, oil all occasions, the utmost freedom of access to his presence. 

It is added that he had provided an extensive apparatus for astronomi- 
cal observation, having long designed the construction of several ob- 
servatories, for which purpose he had already fixed upon particular pla- 
ces, in different parts ol the empire. Of his poetical talents, Homa}'- 
un left honorable proof in the Diwaun, or collection of p 'ems princi- 
pally elegiac, composed by him, atul to be seen in the time of Abul 
]'.i7./cl, aninngtlie manuscripts in the library of the imperial Akbar. 

In religious principle he was strongly suspected of attachment to the 
Sheiahs, or sect of Ally, in support of which some circumstances w ill 
have been r)hserved in the course of the preceding pages; but, wi at- 
*. vlt \\< k ilie iiijcie of faith which he bad embraced, as a proof of the 
a'\ ful revt reiice which Homayuu entertained for the majesty of the su- 
preme being, worthy the imitation cf men of all religions, we art' i.npel- 
h'd tvi introduce the following fact from Ferislitah’s history. Abdulliey 
the Suddur, or chancellor, whose name in Arabic signifies “ the slave 
ofthe ever-living,” had occasion, in consequence of some summons to 
liis presence, to attend the orders of Ilomayfin; and observing that he 
omitted to address him in the usual familiar style, the monarch alleged 
in cx[danation, that, with unwashed hands he never presumed to pro- 
nounce the name of his Crtalor. 

It remains to state that on Friday the third of the latter Rebbeia, of 
the nineliundred and sixty third of the hidjerah,correspondingwith the 
fourteenth of February, A. D. 15o6,* being still at Kalanour, the illus- 

• According to ALAI Farzel this date further corresponded with the 10th of Asfendiar- 
niAz, of the 477th of the era of Mclck Shah; with the ]5tb of Teir, of the 025tli of the era 
of Yezdejird; and with the 14th of Shabaut, of the lttG7lb ofthe Rfktnian or Macedonian era. 

The new era established by Akbar, and denominated by biin the Illauby.or divine, by which 
he very judiciously changed the computation from Lunar to Solar, commences on the 2J>th 
of the latter Rebbeia, A. 11. 9C3, corresponding with the 10th of March, A. D. 1556. The 
yearwj'f our Lord 1818 will therefore be the 738tb of the era of Melek Shah; the ll87tb of 
that of Yezd^ird; and the 21291b of the Grecian era of Alexander. The era of Akbar, 
although calculated from about the vernal equinox immediately after bis aceeasion, doth 
not however appear to have been promulgated, until the 992d of the hidjerah, corresponding 
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A«8.0nk triowiifi^rasoettded the throne of Hindfat>oa^,thtts,ip tbe foiw ^|| jyt | L 
yearof fajs age, eommenciog a reign which, for equal splendof, ditHi|plMh 

AbiU cl. felicity, ||^8cai^ely to be paralUkdin the lecdrded hiatory of the 
world.f .But,' although thia would fhmiah ample aiateritJsfbren ad- 
ditiooal,and perhaps moat interesting volumti* the limits preeeribed to 
ouip design constrain us, here, to terminate our labours—truating, that 
however deficient in the graces of composition and harmony arrange* 
oient, the faithful statements end permanent utility of the namtlve 
which we now submit to (he Public, will be yel felt and acknow- 
ledged, when the hand which hath traced them shall have mouldered 
into dust. 

ivith A. D. 1684; also with the Bengal year, or era of Lutchalift ShgA 1466— The year of 
Salbahan, employed in Gdjeratand the Dehkan, 1506; and ofBtkrand^H, used in Hindha- 
taun and Malwah, 1641. The year of our Redeemer 1818 will thetefore cqirreqmnd with 
1740 of Salbahan, and with 1875 of Bikramajit. ^ 

t The death of Akbar took place at Agrah on Wednesday tbe 10th of the letter Jumman* 
dy, A. H. 1014, corresponding with tbe 12th of October, A. D* 1605 : and his reign mutt 
accordingly have embraced a period of forty nine solar years, hvo months, and about twenty 
three dajs. •• Hb name lives,*' says Colonel Dow* •• and will forever livertbe glory af the 
honse of Teymhr, and an example of renown to the kings of tbe woM/' Tbe feithfol and 
accomplished lustorian of his leigli, the learned A bhi Faxiel, had been previously muidered 
on his return from the Dthkan at Narour, or Narwar, to tbe southward of Gwaliar^bs tifB 
course of A. 1011, correspondiog with A. D. 1602, by a banditti of Raojpouts; and, as 

was strongly suspected, by tbe contrivance of Shltan Seleim, afterwards the emperor Jia 
hangueir. 


* 

THE END. 







